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Rick Steves Tour:



PICASSO MUSEUM, BARCELONA


Rick Steves with Gene Openshaw and Cameron Hewitt


[image: image]





[image: image]



Picasso Museum Tour


ORIENTATION


Map: Picasso Museum—First Floor


THE TOUR BEGINS
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Museu Picasso


This is the best collection in the country of the work of Spaniard Pablo Picasso (1881-1973). And, since Picasso spent his formative years (from ages 14 to 23) in Barcelona, it’s the best collection of his early works anywhere. The museum is sparse on later, better-known works from his time of international celebrity; visit not to see famous canvases but to get an intimate portrait of the young man finding his way as an artist. By experiencing his youthful, realistic art, you can better understand his later, more challenging art and more fully appreciate his genius.


The artist himself donated pieces to the museum in his later life, happy to have a place showing off his work in the city of his youth.



ORIENTATION



Cost: €11-14 for timed-entry ticket, free all day first Sun of month and other Sun from 15:00.


Hours: Tue-Sun 9:00-19:00, Thu until 21:30, closed Mon.


Crowd-Avoiding Tips: There’s almost always a line, sometimes with waits over an hour. During peak season, it’s possible that tickets, which include an entry time, may sell out. Advance tickets sold via the museum website guarantee an entry time with no wait (no booking fee, www.museupicasso.bcn.cat). Or, if you have an Articket BCN or plan to buy one, skip the line by going to the “Meeting Point” entry (30 yards to the right of the main entry). To buy day-of tickets, go early and check the screen near the ticket office for availability. The museum’s busiest times are mornings before 13:00, all day Tue, and during the free entry times on Sun.


Getting There: It’s at Carrer de Montcada 15; the ticket office is at #21. From the Jaume I Metro stop, head down Carrer de la Princesa (across busy Via Laietana from the Barri Gòtic), turning right on Carrer de Montcada.


Information: Tel. 932-563-000, www.museupicasso.bcn.cat.


Tours: The 1.5-hour audioguide (€5) offers ample detail.


Length of This Tour: Allow at least an hour.


Services: The ground floor, which is free to enter, has a required bag check, bookshop, WC, and cafeteria.


Photography: Strictly forbidden.


Cuisine Art: Near the museum, along Carrer de Montcada, are several recommended tapas bars: El Xampanyet, Taverna Tapeo, and Bar del Pla.
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Map Key: Picasso Museum—First Floor
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