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Introduction


Higher Modern Studies


Study skills – what you need to know to pass exams


So you know how to revise and study? Do you use the time wisely and productively or do you find that you cannot concentrate and find excuses to do something else? Below are some common-sense tips to prepare you for the exam.


Start revision in good time and do not leave it to the last moment. Make a revision timetable that sets out a balanced PLAN of study and YOU time.


So, good! You have started early. This gives you time to organise the first stage of revision you should use the following: an up-to-date textbook, class notes/handouts and PowerPoints. Use or find a copy of the course outlines of the topics you will answer in your exam. You should make sure that there are no gaps in your knowledge and skills.


Make sure you know what to expect in the exam by being able to answer the following:




•  How is the exam paper structured?


•  Have any changes been made to the course? What kind of questions will be asked and how much time should you devote to each question?


•  Which topics are your strongest and which are your weakest?





You are now ready to begin the second stage. You should make short summary notes from your textbook or course materials for each of your three topics. You may type them out or use different coloured pens to write them out. Remember to use mind maps, etc. as these are excellent memory aids. This will be time-consuming but will be worth it as these notes will be the only ones you will use for your future knowledge revision. You should also practise skills-based questions.


You are now ready for the third stage, which will take place close to your exam. Research has shown that you feel more positive and retain information better if you are active. Music stimulates the brain and provides a feel-good factor. So while you are listening to your favourite songs, you can walk up and down the room memorising and reviewing key aspects of the course. Try it, it works! Sitting down and gazing at notes will lead to day-dreaming and your mind will wander.


Personal checklist/action plan




•  Get your materials organised.


•  Always know what you are trying to learn.


•  Get rid of distractions.


•  Maintain focus.


•  Think about it.


•  Revise from the beginning.


•  Take notes.


•  Practise, Practise, Practise!





Congratulations you have reached the stage when you can answer knowledge questions with confidence and know exactly what is required to gain high marks in your skills questions. You will need to complete five questions in the exam time allotted, and as such you may wish to time yourself to make sure that you can answer questions in the allocated time. This will improve time management and ensure that you avoid rushing your questions or, even worse, missing out some questions.


The Modern Studies assignment


Before your exam in May, you will carry out the ‘assignment’ as part of your Higher course assessment. Your teacher will probably plan to complete this during the spring term before you sit the exam.


The assignment is your personal research on a Modern Studies topic or issue of your own choice. The information collected should display knowledge and understanding (KU) of the topic or issue chosen and you should gather together a range of relevant sources that you will refer to in your write-up.


Best practice is to choose a hypothesis which is simply a statement that your personal research will try to prove or disprove.


A good example would be: ‘Free prescriptions should be given to all groups in England.’


You will write up the results of your research under controlled assessment conditions. You will be given 1 hour and 30 minutes to do this.


The assignment is very important as it is worth a total of 30 marks. You are allowed to bring two single-sided sheets of A4 paper (containing your notes) into the exam to refer to during the write-up.


Breakdown of assignment marks





1  Identifying and displaying knowledge and understanding of the issue (10 marks).





You should consider alternative courses of action and ensure your knowledge is relevant and up-to-date. Make sure that your options are viable and relevant.





2  Synthesising and analysing information from a range of sources, including use of specified resources (10 marks).





You should research a wide range of resources to provide contrasting views on your chosen issue. You should not simply copy from your research sheet or use it as a plan for your report.





3  Evaluating the usefulness and reliability of chosen resources (2 marks).





You will comment on the background and nature of a source and compare it to an alternative source.





4  Communicating evidence using the convention of a report (4 marks).





Remember, you are not writing an essay. You are considering the arguments for and against a proposal. Your report should be structured with sub-headings.





5  Reaching a decision, supported by evidence (4 marks).





The decision should be based on the body of evidence you have provided in the report.


The exam


The exam is split into three sections:




•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom.


•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom.


•  International Issues.





You will usually have studied one topic from each of the three sections above and the questions you will answer in your exam will be on these topics (see table below).






	SECTION

	CHOICE ONE

	CHOICE TWO






	1 Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom

	A Democracy in Scotland OR


	B Democracy in the United Kingdom






	2 Social Issues in the United Kingdom

	C Social inequality OR


	D Crime and the law






	3 International Issues

	E World powers OR


	F World issues







The question paper


You will have 2 hours and 15 minutes to complete the question paper, with a total of 60 marks allocated. There are 44 marks available for knowledge and understanding and 16 marks for skills-based questions, with 20 marks in total for each of the three exam sections outlined in the table above.


Overall you will answer five different styles of questions as outlined below (see pages 40–41 for more detailed coverage of the types of questions):




•  Statement, Discuss or To what extent (worth 20 marks)





For example: To what extent are some factors more important than others in influencing voting behaviour?




•  Evaluate (worth 12 marks)





For example: Evaluate the success of international organisations in resolving a world issue you have studied.




•  Analyse (worth 12 marks)





For example: Analyse the consequences of social inequality for a group you have studied.




•  Source based – Conclusion (worth 8 marks)





For example: What conclusions can be drawn about the representation of women in Scottish and UK politics?




•  Source based – To what extent (worth 8 marks)





For example: To what extent is it accurate to state that minimum unit pricing is needed to reduce alcohol-related problems in Scotland?


Time management


Poor time management is one of the main reasons cited for poor candidate performance. Below is a guideline of the time you should devote to each marks allocation, along with some guidance of the detail needed for the essay questions:




•  20 marks – allocate 45 minutes for this question, with coverage of five significant or key aspects of the issue.


•  12 marks – allocate 28 minutes for each of the two questions, with coverage of three significant or key aspects of the issue.


•  8 marks – allocate 17 minutes for each of the two skills questions.





As indicated, the 20 marks question can be examined in any of the three sections. However, this does not mean that it will automatically rotate between three sections. The 20 marks question could appear two years in a row in, for example, the Social Issues section.


Remember, in your course exam, the skills-based questions will appear in any two of the three exam questions. There will be no choice offered for skills-based questions. For example, if a skills-based question appears in the International section, it will either be based on a World Power or a World Issue. The question is testing the relevant skills required for this type of question and no knowledge is required to answer the question.


The knowledge and understanding (KU) questions


In the exam paper more marks are allocated for knowledge and understanding than skills, so it is important that you have a sound grasp of content.


Tips for success




•  Answer the question as set and only provide information relevant to the question.


•  As far as you can, use up-to-date examples to illustrate your understanding of the question.


•  Answer in detail and write in paragraphs with development of the points you wish to discuss.


•  Show awareness of the difference between Discuss/To what extent, Evaluate, and Analyse questions, and be able to answer appropriately.


•  Use the number of marks given to each question as a guide to how much to write.


•  For a 20-mark response, ensure that your answer includes knowledge and understanding, analysis, evaluation, a structured and balanced line of arguments and valid conclusions that refer to the question.





Things to avoid




•  An answer that changes the question to what the candidate knows – this is called turning a question and you will receive no marks for detailed description or explanation if it is not relevant.


•  Answers that are dated and too historical.


•  Answers that rush together different issues, factors and explanations without development.


•  Answers that display limited analysis and/or evaluation.





The skills-based questions


Tips for success




•  Answers that make full use of all the sources by linking evidence from more than one source to provide detailed arguments.


•  Answers that interpret statistical sources to indicate their significance to a question and how they link to other evidence.


•  In a To what extent question, answers that provide evidence for and against the statement and provide an overall conclusion that considers the extent to which it is correct.


•  In a Conclusion question, answers that provide conclusions for the two statements and an overall conclusion pertaining to the overarching statement.





Things to avoid




•  Answers that simply repeat the statistical or written evidence without indicating its significance.


•  Answers bringing in recalled knowledge of the issue or personal opinion.


•  Answers that use only a single piece of evidence from a source to provide argument.


•  Answers that confuse the requirements of the different skills questions. For example, commenting on the reliability of the sources in a Conclusion question.





GOOD LUCK in your exam!





Revision grid
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Duration – 2 hours and 15 minutes


Total marks – 60


SECTION 1 – DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND AND THE UNITED KINGDOM – 20 marks


Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b)


SECTION 2 – SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM – 20 marks


Part A Social inequality in the United Kingdom


Part B Crime and the law in the United Kingdom


Attempt Question 3 and EITHER Question 4(a) OR 4(b) OR 4(c) OR 4(d)


SECTION 3 – INTERNATIONAL ISSUES – 20 marks


Part A World powers


Part B World issues


Attempt EITHER Question 5(a) OR 5(b) OR 5(c) OR 5(d)


Write your answers clearly in the answer booklet provided. In the answer booklet, you must clearly identify the question number you are attempting.


Use blue or black ink.


Before leaving the examination room you must give this booklet to the Invigilator; if you do not, you may lose all the marks for this paper.
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Section 1
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SECTION 1 – DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND AND THE UNITED KINGDOM – 20 marks


Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b)
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Study Sources A, B and C, then attempt the question that follows.


SOURCE A
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Female representation in Scottish and UK politics
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