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Hi gang!


Bugs! Creepy-crawly, sticky, sluggy, slimy, leggy, squashy, bouncy – I love them all. Who wouldn’t want to hang out with a load of ugly, grubby bugs?


Did you know there are cannibal bugs, and poo-eating bugs, and mum-eating bugs, and blood-sucking bugs, and vomiting bugs and…no, no, it’s too gross, you’ll just have to read this book and find out what the tarantula wasp does… Yikes!!!!!!!!!
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Bugs have been around for 300 million years – they were on Earth long before humans and even before the dinosaurs!
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95% of all animals are bugs, and for every person in the world, there are 200 million bugs.


I’d gladly exchange 200 million bugs for one Peter.


Scientists divide all the bugs up into different families to help them work out who’s who in the bug world.


Most of the bugs in this book are from one great big bug family – the arthropods – which includes all sorts of different bugs from scary spiders and beastly beetles to creepy-crawly cockroaches and foul flies.
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The word ‘arthropod’ means ‘jointed foot’ and that’s what all these bugs have – legs made of stiff little sections with bendy joints.


Arthropods have inside-out bodies. They don’t have a skeleton like us – instead they have a hard shell on the outside, like a suit of armour, to protect the soft squishy bits inside.
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The arthropod family is divided into smaller families – insects, arachnids, myriapods and crustaceans.
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The insect family all have six legs, bodies made of three parts and two funny feelers on their heads. Insects can be beautiful like butterflies or ugly like earwigs.
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The arachnid family all have eight legs and bodies made of two parts. spiders are the most super-scary arachnids, but tiny ticks and miniscule mites are part of the family too.
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