
[image: cover]


[image: cover]


[image: cover]


 


[image: images]



www.seaquestbooks.co.uk

www.orchardbooks.co.uk






[image: images]







 


[image: images]







WAR IS COMING TO THE DELTA QUADRANT!


For too long I have hidden in exile, watching as Gustados, the greatest of all civilisations, becomes weak.


I have swum amongst the Merryn of Sumara in disguise as one of them, and stolen their secrets. I have walked into Aquora, Arctiria, Verdula and Gustados, invisible to any around me. Now I know how to destroy them.


Deception is the greatest weapon. With it I will make the so-called Delta Quadrant Alliance tear itself apart! And in its place the Empire of Gustados will rise, with me as its leader – Kade, the Lord of Illusion!
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Max lay on the icy shore, shivering as he listened to the breaking waves. Above him he could see nothing but a watery sky full of clouds, scudding along in the wind. Twisting against his bonds, he felt the rough rope chafing against his wrists and ankles.

Max heard a whine coming from his left and turned to see his faithful dogbot, Rivet, lying a few feet away, so tightly wrapped up in coils of rope he looked like a cocoon.

“It won’t be for long, boy,” Max said. I hope. Max turned his head the other way to see his friend, Lia, standing nearby, inspecting a device on her wrist. “Ready?” he asked, his teeth chattering slightly.

“Cold, Max,” Rivet barked.

“This master watch isn’t as easy to operate as Cora made it look,” Lia said, frowning at the black metal strap on her wrist. Lia wore a black deepsuit, coated in ridges and dotted with tiny nodules. When the suit was turned on, each nodule would project part of a holographic image, disguising the suit’s wearer. Their enemy Kade and his minions used the suits. So did Kade’s evil ally, Cora Blackheart, the notorious pirate. But it looked strange to see Lia wearing one. Especially as her people, the Merryn, were so mistrustful of technology.

Max watched Lia tap a few buttons on the watch, causing a series of extraordinary holograms to spring up around her. First she became a monkey-like Verdulan, then a tall and beautiful Arctirian, then a sea ghost, almost transparent. Finally Lia hit the right button. She flickered and transformed into a perfect replica of Cora Blackheart herself, complete with her shining, robotic peg leg, tangled black hair and long pirate coat. Max knew it was Lia, but he still gasped in surprise at how lifelike the hologram was.

“How do I look?” Lia asked, twirling around and grinning.

“Horrible,” Max said. “Exactly like Cora.”

“Perfect,” Lia said, before suddenly looking nervous. “Time for the next step in the plan.”

“You can do it, Lia,” Max said, trying to hide his own doubts. This has to work!

Lia took a deep breath and tapped another button on the watch.

“Here goes nothing,” Lia said. She turned a little so Max could see the watch screen too. It flashed a couple of times, then a face appeared on it – one that struck anger into Max’s heart. Kade! He was pale-skinned, and the right side of his face – from his smooth white temple all the way to his almost lipless mouth – shone with a coating of cracked, silvery metal that looked as if it had been melted onto his skin. A narrow tube ran from one of his wide, flat nostrils, down the side of his face, and disappeared into his neck.

“What do you want, Cora?” Kade said irritably.

Will he see through Lia’s disguise? It was a risk, but they had to take it if they were going to find out where Kade’s secret base was. All they knew about it so far was its name: the Maze of Illusion.

“Well?” Kade snapped as Lia hesitated. “Are you just going to stare at me?”
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Max frowned, anxiously willing Lia on, and she managed to stammer out a response.

“Err. Arr, me hearty,” she began, trying to sound like Cora. “Avast…I have caught that…landlubber that’s been causing you trouble. And his dog.”

“Really?” Kade replied, suddenly looking interested and leaning closer to the camera. Max could see blue veins standing out on his temples. “And the fish-girl?”

“Got away. Arr,” Lia replied. “She’s quick and clever and brave to boot, not to mention—”

“Show me the captives,” Kade barked. Lia turned her wrist to show Max and Rivet lying on the icy ground.

Max wriggled and twisted, trying to make it look convincing. “You’ll never get away with this, Cora,” he cried.

Rivet whined and barked. “Let Max go.”

“Arr, I’ll bring them to you,” Lia said. “What are your coordinates?”

Kade paused, peering intently at the bound Max and Rivet through the watch screen.

Max held his breath. This could be our last chance to stop the war.

Then Kade nodded. “Excellent. 104 – 71 – 134. Get here quickly.” With that, the watch screen blinked out and Kade was gone. Max’s heart surged and Lia punched the air with joy before rushing over to untie Max’s bonds.

“You were brilliant,” Max said. He high-fived Lia and they grinned at each other. “We don’t have a moment to lose. We need to get to the Maze of Illusion and stop Kade before he causes more trouble between the Delta Quadrant Alliance members.”

“Count me in,” Lia said grimly. “And don’t forget, there’s still one temple guardian left to deal with.”

Max shuddered. The temple guardians were four ancient sea creatures sacred to the Merryn, but Kade had gained control of them, making them loyal to him. He had also made them even deadlier with the addition of robotic weaponry. Kade controlled them with a ring he’d stolen from Lia’s mother. The only way to free the creatures was to remove glowing stones of power from their heads.

“We should get going,” said Max. “But first we’d better call my father back in Aquora.” Lia nodded and tapped a few more buttons on the watch.

“Hey,” Max said with a grin. “Looks like you’re finally learning to love technology.”

“Only for the Quest,” Lia said defensively, as Max’s father appeared on the watch screen.

“Max!” cried Callum, his face a mask of relief. “You don’t know how good it is to see you alive and well.”

“You too, Dad,” Max said. He hadn’t seen his parents for weeks and was really missing them. But there was no going home yet. Not until Kade is captured and brought to justice.

Max gave his father the coordinates of Kade’s base. “I’ll gather the Aquoran forces and head there straight away,” Callum said. “Just one thing, Max. When we mobilise the fleet, we’ll run the risk of angering our allies and starting a war.”
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“That’s a risk we just have to take,” Max said. Anything to stop Kade.

Callum nodded. “To be completely honest with you, Max, the Gustadians, Arctirians and Verdulans are at each other’s throats already. We don’t have much time.”

“We’re closer to the base than you,” Max said. “We’ll head there immediately.”

Callum frowned briefly but then agreed. “I know you can handle yourself, Max. But Kade is a powerful and treacherous enemy. So be careful, understand?”

Max nodded. “Goodbye, Dad. For now.”

“I’ll see you soon, Max,” Callum said, before the screen went blank.

“We should tell my people too,” Lia said. “I’ll summon Spike.” She trotted down the beach to the water’s edge. Max saw her bow her head and knew that she was using her Aqua Powers to communicate telepathically.
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