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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revisions Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make you note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first steps in testing your learning. Answers are provided online.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way. Answers are provided online.
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Exam support


Exam support boxes are provided for each topic. Read them to help breakdown exam questions and form useful planning tools for the exam.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Now Test Yourself and activity questions.
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Glossary





How to use this book


This book provides a complete revision guide to all aspects of the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Specification B: Area of Study 1 Religion and Ethics through Christianity and Area of Study 2 Religion, Peace and Conflict through Islam.


All sections within each area of the GCSE specification are covered, and each chapter is divided into the eight topics of each section. The first page of each topic contains a breakdown of the key points that you need to revise, along with definition of key terms that you can use in your answers to the evaluation questions. You will need to learn the sources of wisdom and authority on each page for the c) questions (see ‘How the assessment works’).


On the opposite page are three sections aimed at improving your exam performance.





•  The Now Test Yourself boxes contain multiple choice questions that test your basic understanding of the topic.



•  The Activity boxes contain a typical a) question, which has been started and which you need to complete, and a typical c) question which you will also need to complete. If the answer contains more information than is covered in the book then there is a whole answer to help you understand how to answer such a question, which you should study carefully.



•  The Exam support boxes set out arguments for and against the issues raised in the topic to make it easier for you to answer the evaluation questions. Some of this information will not be in covered in the topic and you should learn this as you might need it in the exam.





How the assessment works


Each Area of Study is assessed by a 1 hour 45 minutes examination. Each examination has four questions, one on each section of the specification (26 minutes per question). All the questions follow the same format i.e. they are divided into four sub-questions.


Part a) questions


These are purely factual and will ask you to outline three facts, e.g. ‘Outline three Christian beliefs about marriage.’


Each fact will gain you a mark and you should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


Christians believe that God created marriage when he created humans (one correct belief = 1 mark). They believe that marriage is for life (two correct beliefs = 2 marks) and that marriage should be between one man and one woman (three correct beliefs = 3 marks).


Part b) questions


These ask for reasons. They will usually ask you to explain two reasons, e.g ‘Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to Christians.’


There will be one mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, and you should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


Christians feel that the Trinity helps them understand how God works in the world (1 mark): the Father who creates, the Son who saves from sin and the Spirit who empowers (2 marks). They also believe it helps them understand God’s unity (3 marks). There might be three persons but there is only one substance – God (4 marks).



Part c) questions



These also ask you to explain two reasons, but they also require you to refer to a source of wisdom and authority, e.g. ‘Explain two reasons why Christian teachings about sexual relationships are important today. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’ There will be one mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, plus an extra mark for referring to a source of wisdom and authority, and you should spend no more than 6 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


Christian teachings are important because they conflict with the generally accepted attitudes of society (1 mark). Most people think cohabitation is acceptable, but the Catholic Church says it is wrong because it is condemned in the Bible (2 marks for development). Also the Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “The sexual act must always take place exclusively within marriage … Human love does not tolerate ‘trial marriages’” (+1 mark for reference to a source of wisdom and authority). Most people think homosexuality is acceptable, but both Catholics and Evangelical Protestants think it is wrong because it is condemned in the Bible (4 marks), especially in the letters of St Paul, for example his letter to the Romans (5 marks).


Part d) questions


These ask you to evaluate a controversial statement about a topic and have 12 marks. They require you to give three or four reasons why some people would agree with the statement, give three or four reasons for why others would disagree with the statement and make a reasoned judgement as to which argument you find the most convincing. You need to read the question carefully to see whether you need to refer to two different points of view from one religion (e.g. Protestant and Catholic, liberal and traditional Muslim) or one religious and one non-religious point of view. It would be useful if you could use at least one source of authority in your answer.


In your response you should refer to Christian teachings and to other Christian or non-religious points of view, and reach a justified conclusion. You should spend no more than 15 minutes answering these questions.


Example: ‘All Christians should give money to charity.’


Evaluate this statement, considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:





•  refer to Christian teachings



•  refer to different Christian points of view



•  reach a justified conclusion





Some Christians would agree with this because Christianity teaches that God created humans to be stewards of the earth and that God wants Christians to love their neighbours. This means that riches must be used for the help of others. Also, Christians believe that all the good things of the earth have been given to humans by God to use to help each other. In the parable of the Sheep and the Goats, Jesus said that Christians should feed the hungry and clothe the naked and the best way to do this is to give money to charities like Christian Aid.


However, other Christians might say that it is better to help people physically rather than just give money, which is why many Christians run food banks. Jesus does not tell people to give money, and St Paul in 1 Corinthians says that even if you give all you have to the poor, it will be worthless if it is not done out of love. Then there is the issue of what the charities will do with the money. For example, Catholics should not give to charities which sponsor contraception.


Although there are good arguments against the statement, including reference to St Paul’s teachings in 1 Corinthians and the Catholic Church’s teaching on the need for charities to be compliant with Christian beliefs, I do not think these arguments outweigh the teachings of Jesus the Son of God. The teachings of Jesus must have the final say for Christians. I don’t think people can really call themselves Christians if they don’t give to charity because the teaching and example of Jesus seems to be so clear. You can’t imagine Jesus refusing to give money to charity!


Level 4 12 marks


This answer is at the top of level 4 because there is very clear reference to Christian teachings and different Christian points of view which are used to produce coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints, underpinned by a sustained, accurate and thorough understanding of religion and belief. Judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified conclusion.


The part d) questions for Sections 1 and 3 also have 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 1 mark is awarded for spelling and punctuating with consistent accuracy, 1 mark is awarded for using rules of grammar effectively so that meaning is clear and 1 mark is awarded for using a wide range of appropriate specialist terms. The sample answer above would be awarded 3 marks because spelling, punctuation and grammar is correct, meaning that it is clear and a wide range of specialist vocabulary (‘stewards’, ‘love their neighbours’, ‘parable’, ‘Christian Aid’, ‘St Paul’, ‘1 Corinthians’) is used appropriately.


Sources of wisdom and authority


You do not need to learn specific quotes. Each topic has some sources of wisdom and authority in the form you will need to gain marks in the exam.


Sources of wisdom and authority for Christianity


The Bible, the Creeds, the Catholic Catechism, Papal Encyclicals, decisions by the World Council of Churches, decisions by the General Synod of the Church of England (or by similar bodies from other Churches), teachings by bishops.


Sources of wisdom and authority for Islam


The Qur’an, hadith of Muhammad, fatwas, decisions by councils of Muslim lawyers, decisions by Shi’a Ayatollahs.


The activities after each topic give you a chance to practise the a) and c) questions with some help. The exam support after each topic provides you with ideas for answering the d) questions.





1.1 Christian beliefs



Topic 1.1.1 The Trinity


The nature of the Trinity and the oneness of God


Believing in the oneness of God is the basis of Christianity – it is a monotheistic religion. Christians believe that God reveals himself to the world in three persons (the Holy Trinity). The Nicene Creed explains that there is one Being – God – experienced as three persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who are all equal and all eternal.


Christians feel that belief in the individual persons of the Trinity helps them understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:





•  God the Father helps Christians understand his power and creativity and his care for the world and its peoples.



•  God the Son (Jesus) helps Christians understand the love of God, the sacrifice of God leading to salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life.



•  God the Holy Spirit helps Christians to understand the presence of God in the world. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is the means by which God communicates with humans.





How the Trinity is shown in belief and worship


Belief in the Trinity is expressed in all forms of Christian worship:





•  Christians express their belief in the Trinity when they repeat the Nicene Creed in every service of Holy Communion (the Eucharist or Mass).



•  Many Christians express their belief in the Trinity by crossing themselves when they enter a church or when the name of the Trinity is mentioned.



•  Priests/ministers/pastors usually begin their sermons with the words, ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’, and bless the congregation in the name of the Trinity at the end of services.



•  Baptisms and marriages are performed in the name of the Trinity.





Many Christians find the Trinity a difficult concept, but believe it because they have experienced God as the Father, and as the Son and as the Holy Spirit. However, some Christian groups, such as Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, do not accept the belief in the Trinity.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


Always remember that the Gospels, and any Bible book or teachings are sources of wisdom and authority for Christians.





•  God the Trinity is shown in Matthew’s account of the baptism of Jesus where the Father declares Jesus to be the Son, and the Spirit descends as a dove.



•  The Catechism says that the Trinity is a holy mystery central to the Christian faith
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Now test yourself





1  What is the Nicene Creed?







    a)  The agreed statement of Christian belief


    b)  A statement about Christian beliefs


    c)  The statement of Christian belief agreed by Catholic and Orthodox Christians


    d)  A statement about the Trinity








2  What is monotheism?







    a)  Belief in God


    b)  Belief in the Christian God


    c)  Belief in one God


    d)  Belief in many gods








3  An act against God’s will is known as:







    a)  salvation


    b)  sin


    c)  Catechism


    d)  Eucharist








4  What is the official teaching of the Catholic Church known as?







    a)  Salvation


    b)  Sin


    c)  Catechism


    d)  Eucharist
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three ways in which belief in the Trinity is shown in Christian worship.





Christians show their belief in the Trinity when they repeat the Nicene Creed in every service of Holy Communion. Another way is ………………………​………………………………………………​…………………………………….


A third way is ………………………​………………………………………………​……………………………………………………………





2  Explain two reasons why Christians believe in the Trinity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Christians believe in the Trinity because it is taught in the Gospels. In Matthew’s account of the baptism of Jesus, Jesus the Son goes under the water and, as he comes up, God the Holy Spirit descends on him like a dove and then God the Father says this is his Son.


Another reason is that ………………………​………………………………………………​…………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as:


You can’t be a Christian if you don’t believe in the Trinity.


The table below might help you answer such a question.






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	The Nicene Creed contains a statement of belief in the Trinity.

	Jesus said the most important things were to love God and love your neighbour.






	The Catechism of the Catholic Church says the Trinity is central to Christian belief and life.

	Christians such as Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe in the Trinity.






	Churches can only be members of the World Council of Churches if they believe in the Trinity.

	Jesus said, ‘by their fruits shall you know them’, meaning that what you do is more important than what you believe.
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Topic 1.1.2 The creation of the universe and of humanity


There are two different biblical accounts of creation in Genesis:





•  Genesis chapter 1 says that God created the universe in six days, starting with the earth and heaven on day 1 and culminating with the creation of humans (male and female) on day 6. Everything God made was good and on day 7 he rested, making that day holy.



•  Genesis chapters 2–3 say that God created man (Adam) immediately after creating the heavens and the earth and placed him in the Garden of Eden. He saw Adam was lonely and so created birds and animals for him. When this did not work God created woman (Eve) from Adam’s rib and they lived in the garden until they disobeyed God and were sent out into the world.





Christians understand these stories in different ways:





1  Literalist Christians believe the Bible is the literal word of God and that both Genesis 1 and 2 are scientific truth. Genesis 1 gives the overall picture of creation and Genesis 2 and 3 give details of day 6 when God created humans and animals. Literalist Christians do not accept the scientific idea of the Big Bang and evolution.



2  Conservative Christians believe the Bible is the word of God, but not his actual words, and that Genesis 2 and 3 are poetic explanations of Genesis 1. They don’t believe that either Genesis 1 or 2 are absolute scientific fact (though they think Genesis 1 is fairly factual if a day is defined as billions of years rather than 24 hours). They accept the Big Bang and evolution.



3  Liberal Christians believe the Bible is a book of words about God, but not God’s words, and that Genesis 1 and Genesis 2–3 had different authors and are metaphors about creation rather than factual. They believe the importance of biblical creation is that it shows the universe was created by God and that that creation was good.





John’s Gospel records that creation came through the word of God (who John identifies as Jesus). Most Christians believe that when this teaching is combined with the references to the Spirit of God in Genesis 1–3, it means that the Bible teaches that creation came through the Trinity.


The beliefs about creation are important for Christians today because they show that:





•  the world is good



•  God created humans in his image, meaning they have self-knowledge and free will so they can choose between good and evil



•  God gave people human dignity and responsibility for God’s creation, so they have stewardship of the earth, meaning God expects humans to pass on a better earth than they entered



•  how well people perform as stewards will determine how they are judged by God after death.
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Sources of wisdom and authority





•  Genesis 1 says that God saw all that he had made and it was good.



•  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that being made in the image of God means that humans have dignity, self-knowledge and free will.



•  John’s Gospel says that the Word was at the beginning and everything was made through the Word.
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Now test yourself





1  Knowing who you are and why you are here is:







    a)  human dignity


    b)  free will


    c)  self-knowledge


    d)  stewardship








2  Christians who believe the Bible is God’s words are called:







    a)  liberals


    b)  conservatives


    c)  literalists


    d)  evangelicals








3  Being able to choose between good and evil requires:







    a)  human dignity


    b)  free will


    c)  self-knowledge


    d)  stewardship








4  Christians who believe the Bible needs re-interpreting in light of the modern world are:







    a)  liberals


    b)  conservatives


    c)  literalists


    d)  evangelicals
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three features of the creation described in Genesis 1.





One feature is that God created everything in six days. Another feature is that God created male and female together. A third feature is that when God saw what he had made ………………………​……………………………………….





2  Explain two different interpretations of the accounts of creation in Genesis. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Christians who believe the Bible is the literal word of God (literalists) believe that both Genesis 1 and 2 are scientific truth. Genesis 1 gives the overall picture and Genesis 2–3 give details of day six. They believe that the scientific ideas of Big Bang and evolution are wrong.


Liberal Christians believe ………………………​………………………………………………​………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as:


It is hard to believe the biblical accounts of creation.


The table below might help you answer such a question.






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	Science shows that the creation of the universe took billions of years, not six days.

	If the Bible is the word of God, then it must be true and so is easy to believe.






	Science shows that humans evolved from other species of mammals, not that they were suddenly created by God.

	It is easier to believe that God created the universe than that this huge complex system was just an accident.






	Science has evidence such as the Red-shift effect and the fossil record.

	It is easy to explain the different accounts in Genesis if chapters 2–3 are poetic explanations of chapter 1.






	There are two Bible accounts which seem to contradict each other.

	Genesis is factual when a day is defined as billions of years rather than 24 hours.
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Topic 1.1.3 The incarnation


Jesus, the incarnate Son of God


Christians believe that God became a human being in Jesus Christ. They believe that Jesus did not have a normal conception but that he did have a normal birth. They believe his mother, Mary, was a virgin who conceived Jesus by the Holy Spirit. This is known as the virgin birth and is an important belief because if Jesus was conceived by sex he would be a normal human, not God. Our knowledge of Jesus and his incarnation comes from the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John.


The biblical basis of the incarnation





•  Matthew’s Gospel says Mary’s husband-to-be, Joseph, was told about the conception by an angel, he married Mary, who was a virgin, and Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The family was visited by wise men who worshipped Jesus. King Herod saw Jesus as a threat to his power and tried to kill the baby, but Joseph escaped with his family to Egypt and they only returned to Nazareth after Herod had died.



•  Luke’s Gospel says Mary was visited by an angel and that she and Joseph travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem because of a Roman census. Jesus was born in Bethlehem and was visited by shepherds who had been told of Jesus’ birth by angels. The family then returned to Nazareth via Jerusalem.



•  John’s Gospel records the incarnation in theological language, rather than as a story, recording that Jesus was the Word who was with God at the beginning and became flesh at the incarnation.





The significance of the incarnation


Christians believe the incarnation is significant or important because:





•  it shows God’s love in sending his Son to show humans what God is like and to teach them how to live



•  it is the basis of the Christian faith; without the incarnation of Jesus Christ there would be no Christianity



•  in Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, humans can see what God is like



•  through the incarnation, God began the process of salvation from sin, making it possible for humans to have a full relationship with God and to go to heaven after death.
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Sources of wisdom and authority





•  John’s Gospel says that Jesus was the Word made flesh.



•  The Virgin Mary’s conception, the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and his recognition as the Son of God by shepherds and wise men is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
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Now test yourself





1  The academic study of God and religious ideas is known as:







    a)  incarnation


    b)  salvation


    c)  theology


    d)  virgin birth








2  Deliverance from sin and its consequences is known as:







    a)  incarnation


    b)  salvation


    c)  theology


    d)  virgin birth








3  The belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex is central to the idea of:







    a)  incarnation


    b)  salvation


    c)  theology


    d)  virgin birth








4  The belief that God took human form in Jesus is known as:







    a)  incarnation


    b)  salvation


    c)  theology


    d)  virgin birth
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three features of the birth story as described in Matthew’s Gospel.





One feature in Matthew’s Gospel says Mary’s husband-to-be, Joseph, was told about the conception by an angel. Another feature is ………………………​………………………………………………​……………………………………………


A third feature is that ………………………​………………………………………………​……………………………………………….





2  Explain two reasons why Christians believe Jesus was God incarnate. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Christians believe in the incarnation because without the belief that God became human in Jesus, there would be no Christianity. John’s Gospel says that Jesus was the word made flesh.


Another reason Christians believe Jesus was God incarnate is ………………………​……………………………………….


[image: ]







[image: ]


Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as:


Jesus was God incarnate.


The table below might help you answer such a question.






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	Jesus had a virgin birth and only God could be born of a virgin.

	The only evidence for the incarnation is the Bible and there is no reason for believing the Bible is the truth.






	Jesus performed miracles, like stilling a storm, which only God could do.

	The accounts in Matthew and Luke contradict each other – did the family return to Nazareth or go to Egypt?






	Jesus rose from the dead which only God could do.

	A human being requires male and female genes, so if Jesus was a human being, where did his male genes come from?






	It is the teaching of all the Christian Churches and Creeds.

	God is supposed to be an infinite being but Jesus was a finite being, which means Jesus could not have been God.
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Topic 1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life


The last days of Jesus are the basis of the Christian faith. They cover all that happened from the Last Supper to the ascension. You need to know the events as they are recorded in Luke’s Gospel (chapters 22–24).


The Last Supper: The night before he was crucified, Jesus shared a meal with his disciples in Jerusalem when he prophesied that one of his disciples would betray him. At the end of the meal he shared bread and wine with the disciples, saying the bread was his body and the wine his blood, so establishing the Eucharist. During a discussion about greatness, Jesus said the greatest are those who serve and that Peter would deny knowing Jesus three times before morning.


The betrayal and arrest: After supper, Jesus left the disciples while he went to pray, asking God to ‘take this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done’. When he went back, the disciples were asleep. As they awoke, Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, arrived with the chief priests to arrest Jesus. The disciples wanted to fight, but Jesus wouldn’t let them.


The trial: Peter followed Jesus to the house of the Chief Priest but denied he knew Jesus when he was challenged. Jesus was then tried by the Sanhedrin and found guilty of blasphemy for claiming to be ‘the Christ, the Son of God’. He was then taken for trial by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, who could not find him guilty of anything and offered to release Jesus or Barabbas (a Jewish freedom fighter). The crowd chose Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to death by crucifixion.


The crucifixion: The four Gospels agree that Jesus was crucified on a Friday (Good Friday), Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for Jesus, a robber was crucified on either side of Jesus and Jesus was mocked by the bystanders. Jesus forgave his killers and died with the words, ‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit.’


The resurrection: Joseph of Arimathea (a member of the Sanhedrin) got permission to bury Jesus’ body in his tomb. On Sunday morning (now known as Easter Day) Jesus’ women followers came to anoint the body but they found the tomb empty. They told the disciples who confirmed it. Jesus then appeared to two disciples at a village near Jerusalem called Emmaus.


The ascension: Jesus continued to appear for 40 days then he told his remaining disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the Holy Spirit and then Jesus was taken up from them into a cloud.


Differences in the records of the other Gospels





•  John does not mention bread and wine at the Last Supper but does record Jesus washing his disciples’ feet.



•  John says Joseph of Arimathea anointed the body before burial.



•  Matthew says Pilate put guards on the tomb but they were frightened away when an earthquake rolled the stone from the tomb’s entrance.



•  Matthew, Mark and John record resurrection appearances in Galilee.
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Sources of wisdom and authority





•  Luke’s Gospel says that, at the Last Supper, Jesus said the bread was his body and the wine was his blood.



•  Luke’s Gospel says Jesus asked God to forgive those crucifying him.
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Importance of these events





•  The Last Supper is the basis of the Eucharist, the most important form of Christian worship.



•  Christians believe the crucifixion brought forgiveness from sin.



•  The resurrection assures Christians that there is life after death.



•  The ascension assures Christians that Jesus is no longer restricted by a body and can be with them anywhere.
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Now test yourself





1  The ascension was when:







    a)  Jesus Christ was raised from the dead


    b)  Jesus Christ returned to heaven


    c)  Jesus Christ established the Eucharist


    d)  Jesus Christ saved the world from sin








2  Blasphemy means:







    a)  swearing


    b)  denying God’s existence


    c)  speaking disrespectfully about God


    d)  being an atheist








3  Which of these did Jesus not do at the Last Supper?







    a)  Washed his disciples’ feet


    b)  Prophesied his ascension


    c)  Gave the disciples bread and wine


    d)  Prophesied that a disciple would betray him








4  Which of these events do Christians believe did not happen on Easter Day?







    a)  Jesus’ women followers found an empty tomb


    b)  Jesus appeared to the disciples


    c)  Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit


    d)  Jesus appeared in Emmaus
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three features of the account of the trials of Jesus according to Luke’s Gospel.





One feature of the trial before the Sanhedrin is that they found Jesus guilty of blasphemy. Another feature is that the Sanhedrin sent Jesus to be tried by Pontius Pilate. Another feature is that at this trial ………………………​……………………….…………………………………………………….………………………….………………





2  Explain two reasons why the events of his last days show the importance of Jesus. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





The Last Supper is the basis of the Eucharist, the most important form of Christian worship, when the priest/minister blesses bread and wine using the words of Jesus. The congregation then use the words of Jesus, ‘this is my body’ when they share the bread and ‘this is my blood’ when they share the wine.


The ascension also shows the importance of Jesus because ………………………​………………………………….……………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as:


The resurrection was the most important event in the life of Jesus.


The table below might help you answer such a question.






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	The resurrection proves that Jesus was the Son of God.

	The crucifixion is equally important because it brought the forgiveness of sins without which Christians cannot get to heaven.






	The resurrection is the basis of Christian belief as St Paul said, ‘If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith’ (1 Corinthians).

	The Sermon on the Mount is also important because it records Jesus teaching Christians how to live their lives.






	The resurrection of Jesus is the basis of the Christian belief in life after death and the promise that death is not the end.

	The incarnation is important because without God becoming flesh in Jesus there could have been no resurrection.






	The resurrection guarantees eternal life to Christians.

	The Last Supper is just as important as without it there would be no Eucharist and no sharing of Christ’s body and blood.
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Topic 1.1.5 The nature of salvation


The nature of salvation


Many Christians believe that the perfect relationship between God and humans was broken by the sin of Adam and Eve, which resulted in everyone being born with original sin, as well as having their own sins. Christians believe that salvation is needed to restore the relationship with God and have eternal life in heaven.


The role of Jesus in salvation


At the time of Jesus, Jewish people believed that salvation came through obeying the Law given to Moses. However, Christians believe that Jesus came to earth to bring salvation to the world. They believe that when Jesus died on the cross, his death paid the price for human sins and gave people the chance of salvation. Christians often call this atonement (which means reconciliation) – Jesus’ death atones for human sins and heals the broken relationship between humans and God.


Catholic, Orthodox and some Anglican Christians believe they receive Jesus’ salvation by receiving the sacraments, especially baptism, confirmation, reconciliation/confession and the Eucharist and by leading a Christian life. Evangelical Protestants believe salvation comes through a personal acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Liberal Protestants believe salvation comes through living a Christian life. All Christians believe that salvation brings God’s grace (the strength to be good and holy).


Why salvation is important to Christians


Christians believe salvation is important because:





•  without salvation there can be no real relationship with God



•  without salvation a person’s sins will prevent them entering heaven



•  salvation from sin was the whole purpose of Jesus coming to earth and founding Christianity.





Divergent Christian understandings of atonement


Christians use the word ‘atonement’ to describe how the death and resurrection of Jesus pardoned sin, especially original sin, and allowed God to be reconciled with his creation. However, different Christians understand atonement in different ways:





•  The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus’ death was an act of self-sacrifice (Christ’s Passion) which made ‘satisfaction’ for human sins making salvation possible for all through taking the sacraments of the Church.



•  Evangelical Protestants believe that God’s justice required a price to be paid for human sin (punishment) and that rather than punish humans, God took the punishment on himself through the death of Christ, who acted as a substitute for the whole of humanity (penal substitution theory). Salvation comes through faith in the atoning death of Christ.



•  Liberal Protestants believe that Jesus brought about atonement through his moral example and love for humanity (as seen in his undeserved death), which inspires Christians to live a good life and be reconciled with God.
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Sources of wisdom and authority





•  John’s Gospel says that God so loved the world that he sent his only Son to save the world.



•  St Paul says in his letters that salvation can only be found in Jesus.
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Now test yourself





1  Reconciliation is:







    a)  firm belief without logical proof


    b)  bringing together people who were opposed to each other


    c)  the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil


    d)  an act that is against God’s will








2  Atonement is:







    a)  reconciliation between God and humans


    b)  bringing together people who were opposed to each other


    c)  the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil


    d)  an act that is against God’s will








3  Faith is:







    a)  reconciliation between God and humans.


    b)  firm belief without logical proof


    c)  bringing together people who were opposed to each other


    d)  the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil








4  Sin is:







    a)  reconciliation between God and humans


    b)  firm belief without logical proof


    c)  bringing together people who were opposed to each other


    d)  an act that is against God’s will
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three different understandings of atonement.





The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus’ death was an act of self-sacrifice which made satisfaction for human sins and made salvation possible. Evangelical Protestants believe that God’s justice required a price to be paid for sin and God took the punishment on himself through the death of Christ.


Liberal Protestants believe ………………………​………………………………………………​……………………………………………





2  Explain two reasons why Christians believe salvation is important. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





For Catholics and Evangelical Protestants salvation is important because without salvation from sin, people cannot have eternal life or enter heaven. St Paul said in his letters that salvation can only be found in Jesus.


Salvation is important for Liberal Christians because ………………………​………………………………………………​……
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as:


Only those who have been saved from sin will get to heaven.


The table below might help you answer such a question.






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	Christian teaching on atonement says that without the atonement brought by Jesus there can be no forgiveness of sins and so no entry to heaven.

	Jesus said, ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father’.






	Acts chapter 4 says that salvation can only be found in Jesus and without Jesus there can be no salvation and so no entry to heaven.

	Jesus said in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats that only those who help the hungry and homeless, etc., will enter heaven.






	John’s Gospel teaches that those who do not believe in God’s Son will perish, but those who do believe will have eternal life.

	If God is all-loving, then he will not turn away good, kind people just because they have not been saved.
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Topic 1.1.6 Christian eschatology


Eschatology refers to religious beliefs about death, judgement and life after death. Christians have different beliefs about eschatology.





•  Evangelical Protestants believe in resurrection of the body – after death, the body stays in the grave until the Last Day, when Jesus will return to earth to declare the end of the world. The dead will be raised and join the living for the final judgement which will separate the good from the bad, and send the good to heaven and the bad to hell (some believe that good non-Christians will not go to hell).



•  Liberal Protestants believe in immortality of the soul (at death the body dies, but the soul lives on in a spiritual world). They believe that all souls will be given a second chance to make it to heaven and that hell is not a real place but a separation from God. Some Liberal Protestants do not believe in hell at all.
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