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Welcome to the world of MythQuest …

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.


This story is about …

… Uchchaishravas, the magnificent celestial horse, who is said to be one of the divine creatures born of the churning of the divine Ocean of Milk.

This glorious seven-headed horse was the king of all horses and possessed exceptional powers. Not only could he gallop across the earth, he could also fly across Heaven with his gigantic white wings. Associated with Indra, King of Gods, as well as Surya, the Sun God, Uchchaishravas was a creature of great beauty and able to travel across the universe faster than the speed of thought.

There are various stories about the origin of Uchchaishravas. According to the text called Hariharachaturanga, this divine horse emerged from a sacrificial fire held by Brahma, the Creator of the Universe. Yet another tale describes Uchchaishravas as a form of Krishna born of the amrita, or nectar of immortality in the Ocean of Milk.

Throughout history, the appearance of white horses was considered to be prophetic as they were the mounts of great warriors who saved the universe from destruction. Vishnu’s last and tenth avatar, who is yet to appear on earth, is that of Kalki, the fierce warrior. It is believed that Kalki will appear on a white horse resembling Uchchaishravas and bring about the destruction of all evil in the kaliyuga, or age of darkness and destruction.
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