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It’s 1998, the first day of my first proper job. A man I’d only just met asked me to list the 10 greatest films ever made. I was caught off guard. I tried to remember what I’d seen. ‘Erm, Pulp Fiction… The Godfather… Part II… er… LA Confidential?’





As I stammered, he frowned. ‘Every man needs his top 10s,’ he said. ‘His 10 greatest films, albums, cars, footballers, newsreaders – you can tell everything about a man by his lists.’





I thought my new colleague had too much time on his hands, and he probably did, but when I returned to my desk and started working out my top 10 films, I realized he was right.





Most men live their lives by their lists. We might not mean to but we do. The greatest albums ever made? The best cities on the planet? The classic flavours of crisps? They’re all lodged in your brain, waiting to be listed, because at some point, someone will want to know. It won’t ever be a woman. Women love lists too, but their lists tend to cover the vital stuff that keeps the world turning, allowing us to sit back and ponder computer games and cheese.





The remarkable thing about lists is their ability to unite people with seemingly nothing in common. Ask the Prime Minister for his 10 favourite sandwich fillings and his list would be no more important than that of a man who sweeps the streets for a living.





That’s because the list is one of life’s great levellers. And because of that, lists help complete strangers find common ground. I was once introduced to a bloke at a barbecue who answered my every question with a ‘Yes’ or a ‘No’ and an awkward silence. By now I had my former colleague’s advice embedded in my mind so I cleverly steered him onto the subject of music, then asked for his top 10 albums. He rattled them out in no time, in order and in great detail, and the ice was broken.





Now I only mention this because last summer I was asked by a different man if I’d be interested in compiling a book of lists. My first thought was that he hadn’t been able to track down my former colleague so he’d opted for me instead. My second thought was that I’d better get cracking, because a book containing this many lists would take some work. And indeed it did. But six months later the book was complete and absolutely creaking with top 10s on every subject imaginable.





Some of the lists are based on hard, irrefutable fact, the rest are more subjective and open to argument. But what unites each and every one is the desire to inform and entertain. These lists will arm you with knowledge to carry around in your head, just waiting for that moment when somebody casually asks you to name your top 10 this or that. Because they will, and because it’s true: every man needs his lists.





(Speaking of which, Rob, sorry this has taken so long.)





The 10 greatest films ever made, according to me:






 1  Carlito’s Way




 2  Dazed and Confused




 3  Pulp Fiction




 4  This Is Spinal Tap




 5  Grosse Pointe Blank




 6  Casino




 7  Pan’s Labyrinth




 8  Boogie Nights




 9  Tell No One




10 The Empire Strikes Back
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Top 10 greatest films of all time*







	FILM/YEAR/DIRECTOR/STARRING


	AVERAGE SCORE†






	 






	
 1  The Shawshank Redemption (1994) Director: Frank Darabont.
Starring: Tim Robbins, Morgan Freeman.


	9.2







	
 2  The Godfather (1972) Director: Francis Ford Coppola.
Starring: Al Pacino, Marlon Brando, James Caan.


	9.2







	
 3  The Godfather: Part II (1974) Director: Francis Ford Coppola.
Starring: Al Pacino, Robert De Niro, Robert Duvall.


	9







	
 4  Pulp Fiction (1994) Director: Quentin Tarantino.
Starring: John Travolta, Bruce Willis, Samuel L. Jackson, Uma Thurman.


	8.9







	
 5  The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (1966) Director: Sergio Leone.
Starring: Clint Eastwood, Eli Wallach, Lee Van Cleef.


	8.9







	
 6  The Dark Knight (2008) Director: Christopher Nolan.
Starring: Christian Bale, Heath Ledger, Aaron Eckhart.


	8.9







	
 7  12 Angry Men (1957) Director: Sidney Lumet.
Starring: Henry Fonda, Lee J. Cobb, Martin Balsam.


	8.9







	
 8  Schindler’s List (1993) Director: Steven Spielberg.
Starring: Liam Neeson, Ralph Fiennes, Ben Kingsley.


	8.9







	
 9  The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003)
Director: Peter Jackson.
Starring: Elijah Wood, Viggo Mortensen, Ian McKellen.


	8.8







	
10 Fight Club (1999) Director: David Fincher.
Starring: Brad Pitt, Ed Norton, Helena Bonham Carter.


	8.8














*As ranked by Internet Movie Database (IMDb) regular users as at October 2013



†Average scores are out of 10. Where ratings scores are equal, films with more votes rank higher


Source: ‘IMDb’s Top 10 Greatest Films of All Time’, www.imdb.com









Top 10 critically acclaimed films*







	FILM/YEAR


	METASCORE†


	AVERAGE USER SCORE‡






	 






	
 1  The Godfather (1972)


	100


	8.9







	
 2  Lawrence of Arabia
(1962; re-released 2002)


	100


	8.5







	
 3  The Wizard of Oz (1939)


	100


	8.1







	
=4 The Leopard
(1963; re-released 2004)


	100


	7.9







	
=4 Fanny and Alexander
(1982; re-released 2004)


	100


	7.9







	
 6  The Conformist (1970; re-released 2005)


	100


	7.5







	
 7  Balthazar (1966; re-released 2003)


	100


	7







	
 8  Sweet Smell of Success
(1957; re-released 2002)


	100


	6.6







	
 9  Best Kept Secret (2013)


	100


	6.3







	
10 Voyage to Italy (1954; re-released 2013)


	100


	4.3














*According to online review aggregator Metacritic



†Each film in this list has received a Metascore of 100 (the highest possible score). The Metascore is a weighted average of published critics’ reviews as calculated by Metacritic



‡Ranked by Metacritic’s user scores (out of 10) as at November 2013


Source: Metacritic, www.metacritic.com









Top 10 greatest Hollywood actors of all time*







	ACTOR


	‘BEST ACTOR’ WINS


	NOMINATIONS†






	 






	
 1  Daniel Day-Lewis



	3


	5







	
 2  Jack Nicholson‡



	2


	12







	
 3  Spencer Tracy



	2


	9







	
 4  Marlon Brando



	2


	8







	
 5  Dustin Hoffman



	2


	7







	
 6  Sean Penn



	2


	5 (54 films)







	
 7  Tom Hanks



	2


	5 (73 films)







	
 8  Fredric March



	2


	5 (85 films)







	
 9  Gary Cooper



	2


	5 (118 films)







	
10 Laurence Olivier



	1


	10














*Ranked by the number of Best Actor Academy Award (Oscar) wins as at August 2013. Where equal, actors are ranked by number of Oscar nominations. Where the number of wins and nominations is equal, the actor with fewer films receives a higher position.



†In the Best Actor and Best Supporting Actor categories



‡Nicholson has also won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor


Source: Film totals are based on Internet Movie Database (IMDb) statistics, www.imdb.com









Top 10 most ‘valuable’ actors of all time*







	ACTOR


	TOTAL FILMS


	TOTAL US BOX OFFICE GROSS


	AVERAGE US BOX OFFICE GROSS


	OSCAR WINS






	 






	
 1  Tom Hanks



	40


	$6.2 billion


	$155.4 million


	2







	
 2  Harrison Ford



	34


	$7.4 billion


	$218.3 million


	0







	
 3  Eddie Murphy



	38


	$5.9 billion


	$154.6 million


	0







	
 4  Robin Williams



	44


	$4.8 billion


	$108.4 million


	1







	
 5  Tom Cruise



	33


	$5 billion


	$153 million


	0







	
 6  Dustin Hoffman



	39


	$4.6 billion


	$117.5 million


	2







	
 7  Sean Connery



	37


	$4.5 billion


	$122.9 million


	1







	
 8  Morgan Freeman



	47


	$4.5 billion


	$95.8 million


	1







	
 9  Clint Eastwood



	46


	$4.3 billion


	$93.3 million


	0







	
10 John Travolta



	43


	$4.3 billion


	$99.7 million


	0














*Based on a ranking of actors by 24/7 Wall St. Figures correct as at January 2013


Source: 24/7 Wall St., www.247wallst.com


24/7 Wall St. ranked nearly 700 leading actors in Box Office Mojo’s database. Actors ranked higher if they starred in more films, if the films they starred in averaged high ticket sales, and if they had among the highest combined box office gross adjusted for ticket price inflation. This last component was weighted more heavily. All film gross numbers are based on US ticket sales only, and, unless otherwise noted, are adjusted for ticket price inflation, as calculated by Box Office Mojo. Awards, such as Oscar wins and nominations, came from the Internet Movie Database (IMDb).









10 controversial films



 1  The Wild One (1953) – A tale of a motorcycle gang wreaking havoc in small-town America, the Marlon Brando vehicle was denied a UK release amid fears it would lead to social unrest. When finally released in 1967, the PG certificate reflected the film’s relatively timid content.



 2  The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974) – A violent tale of a group of friends kidnapped and murdered by a disfigured redneck, released but quickly banned in the UK until 1999 – having been resubmitted to the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) to mark its 25th anniversary.



 3  A Clockwork Orange (1971) – Not banned, as many believe, but withdrawn by Stanley Kubrick between 1973 and 2000 due to death threats against the director and his family. The ‘ban’ was lifted following his death in 1999.



 4  Enter the Dragon (1973) – The Bruce Lee classic was never banned but heavily cut amid the BBFC’s concerns that the heavily stylized martial arts would lead youngsters astray – all flying stars and nunchuks were removed from the film.



 5  Natural Born Killers (1994) – Amid fears of copycat killings, the BBFC sat on Oliver Stone’s tale of serial-killers-made-celebrities for six months before finally passing it for a theatrical release in February 1995.



 6  Monty Python’s Life of Brian (1979) – The comic tale of Brian, a regular man mistaken for the Messiah and crucified in singsong, was considered too blasphemous for release by 39 UK councils. Many backed down but Glasgow maintained its ban for 30 years.



 7  Straw Dogs (1971) – Banned for containing a four-minute rape scene that appeared to endorse or eroticize sexual violence. Clinical psychologists advised the BBFC before its ban was finally lifted and the film was released uncut.



 8  The Exorcist (1974) – One of horror’s most controversial releases, The Exorcist fell foul of the Video Recordings Act and, despite being passed for cinema release by the BBFC in 1974, was denied a video release that remained in place until 1999.



 9  Deep Throat (1972) – Pioneering porn film that saw charges of obscenity in several cities across the USA. In the UK, the film was banned by the BBFC and not passed uncut until 2000, when it received an 18 certificate DVD release.



10 Reservoir Dogs (1992) – Quentin Tarantino’s debut was never officially banned from a home video release in the UK, but denied a classification amid hysteria over film violence. It didn’t surface on VHS for three years, by which point Pulp Fiction and the Tarantino-penned True Romance had both been released.






10 most unlikely murder weapons in film history



 1  A television – In Grosse Pointe Blank, hitman Martin Q. Blank ends a shoot-out by slamming a large, old-style television over the head of rival hitman, Grocer, killing him instantly.



 2  A giant plaster penis – In the infamous A Clockwork Orange, Alex DeLarge beats the owner of the house he’s broken into with a weapon from her own collection of erotic art. The final blows are delivered by an oversized plaster penis.



 3  A bowling ball – In There Will Be Blood, Daniel Plainview beats Eli Sunday to death during the demented denouement. The film’s title hinted at bloodshed, but Plainview’s weapon of choice – a bowling ball – came as quite the surprise.



 4  A can of hairspray – In True Romance, a hitman played by James Gandolfini meets a grisly end when inventive hooker Alabama sets his head on fire using a flame and a can of hairspray – having already stuck a corkscrew in his foot and hit him over the head with the top of a cistern.



 5  A steak – In Law Abiding Citizen, having demanded and then devoured a porterhouse steak, Clyde Shelton uses the steak’s bone to brutally murder his unsuspecting cellmate, stabbing him several times in the neck until he’s absolutely and utterly dead.



 6  A trident – In Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy, Brick Tamland brags he ‘killed a guy with a trident’. Though we never see it, ‘there were horses, and a man on fire’, and he stabbed a man in the heart with a three-pronged spear. ‘You’re probably wanted for murder,’ warns Burgundy.



 7  A pencil – In The Dark Knight, The Joker entertains a room full of mob muscle with a magic trick, making a pencil disappear by impaling it in the head of an unsuspecting victim – entering through what looks to be his eyeball.



 8  A carrot – In Shoot ’Em Up, in the most striking of a series of assaults using the humble carrot, the lead protagonist Smith inserts the vegetable into the mouth of one poor bad guy before punching it clean through the back of his throat. Why a carrot? Why not?



 9  Food – In Se7en, starring Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman, the villainous John Doe force-feeds one of his victims to his gut-busting death. In doing so he ticks the box marked ‘gluttony’ in the seven deadly sins.



10 A giant rubber dildo – In Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels, underworld boss Hatchet Harry beats an associate to death using the first thing to hand. Which happens to be a massive black rubber cock.






10 films filled with the word ‘f**k!’






	FILM/YEAR


	ESTIMATED TOTAL MENTIONS*


	FILM LENGTH


	RATE






	 






	
 1  Nil by Mouth (1997)


	522


	128 minutes


	4.07 per minute







	
 2  Alpha Dog (2007)


	411


	122 minutes


	3.36 per minute







	
 3  Twin Town (1997)


	318


	99 minutes


	3.21 per minute







	
 4  Menace II Society (1993)


	300


	97 minutes


	3.09 per minute







	
 5  End of Watch (2012)


	326


	109 minutes


	2.99 per minute







	
 6  Narc (2002)


	298


	105 minutes


	2.83 per minute







	
 7  Harsh Times (2006)


	296


	105 minutes


	2.81 per minute







	
 8  Casino (1995)


	428


	178 minutes


	2.4 per minute







	
 9  Summer of Sam (1999)


	326


	142 minutes


	2.29 per minute







	
10 Goodfellas (1990)


	296


	146 minutes


	2.02 per minute














*Including variations of the F-word. Sadly, no definitive word count exists; figures listed here are as accurate as information allows


These are among the most expletive-riddled films ever made but this cannot be considered a definitive Top 10. Films such as Gutterballs and Mutilation Mile both have higher F-bomb counts, but they barely pricked the public consciousness as films so find no place here.









10 deadly film killers



 1  Ogami Itto (Lone Wolf and Cub: White Heaven in Hell, 1974) – Top of this list for the simple fact that Itto slayed 150 inside 83 minutes.



 2  Jules Winfield (Pulp Fiction, 1994) – Far from Hollywood’s hardest-working hitman – just three kills in all 154 minutes – but with Samuel L. Jackson’s Winfield, it’s style over substance.



 3  Léon (Léon: The Professional, 1994) – The Jean Reno hitman opened his door and life to 12-year-old neighbour Mathilda, whose family had been slayed by corrupt NYC DEA. What followed was a masterclass in the art of ‘cleaning’.



 4  Nikita (Nikita, 1990) – The deadliest reformed junkie in film history, Anne Parillaud is a killer of rare and truly terrifying ruthlessness.



 5  Vincent (Collateral, 2004) – Largely on this list because who knew Hollywood heartthrob Tom Cruise had it in him to play such a terrifyingly single-minded and sociopathic killer?



 6  Angel Eyes (The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, 1966) – Cold-eyed Lee Van Cleef created the Western’s most iconic villain, a ruthless, unrelenting hired gun you couldn’t help but root for.



 7  The Bride (Kill Bill Vol. 1 and Vol. 2, 2003 and 2004) – Uma Thurman’s Bride slayed 76 in Kill Bill Vol. 1, just to reach her true target, the titular Bill – her only kill in Vol. 2.



 8  Smith (Shoot ’Em Up, 2007) – Clive Owen’s trigger-happy Mr Smith killed 141 in 86 minutes, including some very impressive carrot kills.



 9  Ghost Dog (Ghost Dog: The Way of the Samurai, 1999) – Because there really aren’t enough samurai-studying, katana-wielding, meditating pigeon-fanciers in the history of hired hitmen.



10 Martin Q. Blank (Grosse Pointe Blank, 1997) – John Cusack’s gun-for-hire is dark, disillusioned but impressively deadly. A killer of great invention, he killed the President of Paraguay with a fork.






10 of James Bond’s greatest gadgets



 1  Shark-inflating pellet (Live and Let Die, 1973) – Pellets designed to expel highly pressurized air to make the target – sharks – explode. Used to greater effect when Roger Moore’s Bond blew the villainous Dr Kananga to Kingdom Come.



 2  Car invisibility cloak (Die Another Day, 2002) – Pierce Brosnan’s Bond had the benefit of a car that couldn’t be seen, in this case an Aston Martin Vanquish that became even more desirable when you couldn’t see it.



 3  Ericsson phone (Tomorrow Never Dies, 1997) – No one had mobile phones back in 1997, let alone one that could pick locks, scan fingerprints and double as a stun gun. Nowadays there’s an app for all of those things, but back in 1997, holy shit!



 4  Seagull snorkel suit (Goldfinger, 1964) – Essential in the arsenal of any agent attempting to infiltrate an enemy facility: a wetsuit with a throw-off-the-scent duck on top of the head, under which 007 dons a perfectly dry, crisp, white, peg-fresh tuxedo with a red carnation.



 5  Briefcase (From Russia With Love, 1963) – The ultimate case for taking care of business. It contained a folding rifle with infrared telescope, 20 concealed rounds of ammunition, a throwing knife and 20 gold sovereigns, plus a tear gas cartridge disguised as talcum powder, set to discharge if the briefcase is opened incorrectly.



 6  Dagger shoe (From Russia With Love, 1963) – Not one of Bond’s but one belonging to the delightful SPECTRE agent Rosa Klebb; and one 007 no doubt admired. Klebb’s pointy shoes were regulation issue, but with a poison-tipped blade in the toe. One kick could prove fatal, though Bond evaded it.



 7  Omega Seamaster Professional watch (GoldenEye, 1995) – On top of being able to tell the time, Bond’s bespoke Omega came with a built-in laser that made cutting through the floor of a train as easy as opening a can of cat food.



 8  Aston Martin DB5 (Goldfinger, 1964, and Thunderball, 1965) – Like any other car, just with machine gun headlights, oil slick-spraying rear lights, revolving licence plates for evasion, spinning tyre-slasher hubcaps for combat and bulletproof shield for protection. Oh, and a passenger seat ejector for ending conversations.



 9  Bell-Trexton jetpack (Thunderball, 1965) – Though admittedly ludicrous, the sight of Sean Connery’s Bond escaping a French château packed full of gun-toting bad sorts by activating a jetpack remains one of the enduring moments in 007 history. When we finally reach The Future, we’ll all have them.



10 Crocodile vessel (Octopussy, 1983) – Taking the seagull snorkel suit of Goldfinger a step further, Roger Moore’s 007 was able to float his way on to Octopussy’s villainous island inside a motorboat disguised as a crocodile.






Top 10 greatest film villains*







	CHARACTER


	FILM/YEAR


	ACTOR






	 






	
 1  The Joker



	
The Dark Knight (2008)


	Heath Ledger







	‘A rare example of a villain who isn’t hell bent on world domination, or even personal gain. He just wants to watch the world burn, which makes him so much more terrifying.’







	
 2  Darth Vader



	
Star Wars:
The Original Trilogy (1977–83)


	David Prowse and James Earl Jones (voice)







	‘A wheezing, black clad embodiment of evil, Vader casts an impossibly long shadow over the galaxy far, far away and the world of movie villainy in general.’







	
 3  Hannibal Lecter



	
The Silence of the Lambs (1991), Hannibal (2001) and Red Dragon (2002)


	Anthony Hopkins







	‘A wheedling, taunting mastermind who likes nothing more than the taste of human flesh. Except for messing with the heads of the FBI that is.’







	
 4  Anton Chigurh



	
No Country for Old Men (2007)


	Javier Bardem







	‘A psychotic gun-for-hire with a slavish devotion to the laws of chance. There’s nothing more terrifying than a nutcase with a code.’







	
 5  Nurse Ratched



	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975)


	Louise Fletcher







	‘If you ever found yourself in the unhappy circumstance of placing a relative in a mental institution, you’d hope the staff would show a little more compassion than the demonic Nurse Ratched. The most loathsome embodiment of The Man ever seen on the big screen.’







	
 6  Jack Torrance



	
The Shining (1980)


	Jack Nicholson







	‘Contrary to the more sympathetic character found in Stephen King’s novel, Kubrick’s Torrance seems thoroughly sick of his wife and child even before the Overlook starts to exert its evil influence. Although Shelley Winters’ constant shrieking would be enough to drive anyone to axe-murder.’







	
 7  Amon Goeth



	
Schindler’s List (1993)


	Ralph Fiennes







	‘Fiennes is a revelation as the cold and callous death camp commandant who appears entirely psychotic in his inability to empathize with the inmates under his jurisdiction. A terrifying reminder of the startling inhumanity of the Nazi regime.’







	
 8  Mr Potter



	
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)


	Lionel Barrymore







	‘One of the few villains on this list who gets away with his dirty deeds scot-free, Potter really is an unrelenting shit.’







	
 9  Agent Smith



	
The Matrix trilogy (1999–2003)


	Hugo Weaving







	‘The nastiest piece of software you could ever hope to come across. His general loathing of humankind makes us want to chuck our laptop in the skip for fear of it going rogue.’







	
10 Norman Bates



	
Psycho (1960)


	Anthony Perkins







	‘A profoundly messed-up young man who not only murdered his mother, but decided to adopt her personality as penance. He loves his dear old mum. If killing her, preserving her corpse and wearing her clothes can be described as love.’
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