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Introduction


ABOUT THE BOOK


Welcome to History for CCEA GCSE Revision Guide. This book has been written to help you achieve the best mark possible in your GCSE History examination. However, before we start looking at the specifics of GCSE History in detail, let’s see if you can answer the following (simple) question:


What are the two most basic things that you need to have to pass any examination?


No, it’s not a trick question! If you hope to pass an exam, no matter what the subject, you need:





(a) knowledge of the facts



(b) the skills that will allow you to use your knowledge to answer the questions asked.





It’s as simple – and as difficult – as that!


This book aims to make it as simple as possible by focusing on these key elements in the context of GCSE History. It hopes to prepare you in two ways:





1  Firstly, and most basically, it sets out the essential facts that you need to know to be able to answer the questions set. There’s no way around it – you need to know this stuff!



2  Secondly, and equally importantly, it provides you with guidance on how to acquire and develop the examination skills that will enable you to achieve your full potential in the examination.





The book covers four topics:





•  Germany 1918–1939



•  Peace, War and Neutrality: Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1932–1949



•  Changing Relationships: Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1965–1985



•  The Cold War 1945–1991





Each topic covered is divided into units. Each unit is then divided into appropriate sub-sections, designed to break up the knowledge content into easy to manage pieces. Each sub-section contains a summary of the key facts relevant to that part of the course as well as a number of simple revision tasks. As you read through and come to grips with the facts, you should find that completing these tasks will:





1  enable to you to understand the facts more fully



2  provide you with easy-to-remember revision tables and diagrams.





All the way through the text you’ll find words and phrases highlighted in bold. These are examples of the kind of subject-specific language that you can expect to come across in some parts of the examination and whose correct use will undoubtedly impress the examiners. You will find these words defined in the glossary at the back of the book. However, before you look them up, try and work out their meanings for yourself.


GETTING YOUR REVISION RIGHT


This chapter focuses in particular on outlining and developing the skills that will enable you to approach the examination with confidence. You’ll find information on the course structure and an overview of how the examination is organised. You’ll also find suggestions on how to approach revision. Most importantly, you’ll find practical information on sitting the examination. This includes guidelines on how much time you should spend on each question and suggestions about how to deal with the specific question styles that are used by the examiners.


STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE


The course comprises three units. These are:





•  Studies in Depth (Unit 1)



•  Outline Study (Unit 2)



•  Investigative Study (Unit 3).





Unit 1


In Unit 1 you must study two Studies in Depth.


One Study in Depth should be one of the following options:





•  Option 1: Germany 1918–1939; or



•  Option 2: Russia c.1916–1939 (not covered in this book); or



•  Option 3: United States of America c.1920–1941 (not covered in this book).





The other Study in Depth should be one of the following options:





•  Option 4: Peace, War and Neutrality: Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1932–1949; or



•  Option 5: Changing Relationships: Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1965–1985.





Unit 2


In Unit 2 you must study the following Outline Study:





•  The Cold War 1945–1991.





Unit 3


The Investigative Study is taken as a controlled assessment and is not covered in this book.


If you want a detailed breakdown of the CCEA GCSE History specification, you can download it from the CCEA History Microsite at www.ccea.org.uk/history.


ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES


The assessment objectives for CCEA GCSE History are laid out in detail in the specification. Briefly, there are three assessment objectives that focus on the knowledge, skills and abilities that the examiners assess. The assessment objectives are shown in the box below:
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Candidates must demonstrate their ability to:


AO1: recall, select, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding of history;


AO2: demonstrate their understanding of the past through explanation and analysis of:




    • key concepts: causation, consequence, continuity, change and significance within an historical context; and


    • key features and characteristics of the periods studied and the relationships between them; and





AO3: understand, analyse and evaluate:




    • source material as part of an historical enquiry; and


    • how aspects of the past have been interpreted and represented in different ways as part of an historical enquiry.





[image: ]





THE EXAMINATION


There are two papers in the examination. Paper 1 covers the Studies in Depth while Paper 2 focuses on the Outline Study.


The layout of the papers is reasonably straightforward. To start off, make sure that you are doing the right sections on the day of the exam – it has been known for people to get it wrong! You have some choice of questions to answer in Section A of Paper 1 and some choice with regard to the essay in Section B of Paper 2. Before deciding which questions to do in these sections, glance over all questions quickly, noting any areas where you feel particularly strong (or weak). Then, on the basis of this, make your question choice and stick with it!


You can access past papers on the CCEA History Microsite at www.ccea.org.uk/history. Here’s how they break down:
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Paper 1





•  Lasts 2 hours.



•  Is worth 50 per cent of the entire GCSE.



•  You must answer two questions from a choice of three on either Germany or Russia or USA and all questions on either Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1932–1949 or Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1965–1985.



•  Each question is broken down into parts which include short answer questions and questions requiring extended writing.



•  Some of the questions on Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1932–1949 and Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1965–1985 make use of source materials as a stimulus for your thinking.





Paper 2





•  Lasts 1 hour 15 minutes.



•  Is worth 25 per cent of the entire GCSE.



•  Questions only on the Cold War.



•  Includes one four-part source-based question in Section A and one essay question from a choice of two in Section B.
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TIMING


Getting the timing right in the examination is crucial. You should spend no more than the amount of time suggested below on each question part.


Indeed, if possible in Paper 1 try and gain a little extra time in the questions worth fewer marks to use on the more valuable questions. If you run out of time on those questions then you run the risk of losing a lot of marks. This could have a major impact on your overall grade.


Similarly in Paper 2 spend no more than the indicated amount of time on each section. There are too many marks at stake for you to leave yourself short of time when it comes to Question 1 (d) and the essay question that you choose to do in Section B.


Paper 1






	Answer two questions (from a choice of three) from your chosen topic in Section A. Answer all questions from your chosen topic in Section B.






	SECTION A (answering TWO questions)

	Marks (per question)

	Timing (per question)






	Question (a)

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question (b)

	6 marks

	7 minutes






	Question (c)

	15 marks

	18 minutes






	SECTION B

	Marks

	Timing






	Question (a) (i)

	6 marks

	7 minutes






	Question (a) (ii)

	9 marks

	11 minutes






	Question (a) (iii)

	12 marks

	14 minutes






	Question (b)

	6 marks

	7 minutes






	Question (c)

	17 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG)

	21 minutes







Paper 2






	Two Sections (do BOTH)






	10 minutes to read sources






	SECTION A Four-part, source-based question

	Marks

	Timing






	Question 1 (a)

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 1 (b)

	6 marks

	8 minutes






	Question 1 (c)

	9 marks

	12 minutes






	Question 1 (d)

	15 marks

	19 minutes






	SECTION B ONE essay from a choice of TWO

	Marks

	Timing






	Question 2 or 3

	16 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG)

	21 minutes







REVISION TECHNIQUES


Everyone revises differently. For some people it is a matter of sitting at a desk; for others pacing up and down. While some people can work with music in the background, others require total silence. The bottom line is, there’s no single best way!


Whatever your style, there are a number of practical suggestions as to how you should approach revision and use your time:





•  Start your revision in plenty of time.



•  Organise a revision timetable for each section of the course.



•  Draw up a revision checklist that allows you to focus on the parts of the course that you are most concerned about.



•  Set yourself a target of material to cover in each session – for example, the impact of the Wall Street Crash – and stick to it.



•  Revise for short periods – 15–20 minutes, for example – and take breaks in between.



•  Use the Activities after each section as a way of testing your grasp of the key facts.



•  Review what you have covered at the end of the day and again the next day to make sure you have internalised the information.



•  Be open to using a range of ways of remembering material. For example, rhymes, mnemonics, coding and diagrams.



•  Practise questions from past papers to familiarise yourself with the kinds of questions that the examiners set.



•  Consult CCEA Mark Schemes and Chief Examiner’s Reports to see what the examiners are looking for and – more importantly – the mistakes that they want you to avoid.



•  Leave yourself time to revisit material that you have already revised closer to the time of the examination.





SITTING THE EXAMINATION


General Points





•  Make sure you’re looking at the right question. This is particularly relevant to the two Northern Ireland sections in Paper 1.



•  Look for all of the questions – some may be over the page. Don’t forget to check!



•  Follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper and within each section.



•  Read each question carefully and slowly – more than once. Take the time to understand just what you are being asked.



•  Use a highlighter pen to emphasise key points in a question.



•  Keep your answer relevant. Answer the question that has been set – not the one you wish had been set! That is what you’ll be marked on.



•  Remember the connection between the amount of marks for each question and how much you are expected to write (see above).



•  Stick rigidly to whatever dates are given in a question. You will get no marks for going beyond the dates given.



•  If you want to score strongly in each part of the examination, you must spend the appropriate amount of time on each question. Too much time spent on one section will mean too little left for others and will cost you significant amounts of marks.



•  Stay for the full amount of time. You can’t get marks if you’re not there!





PAPER 1





•  Paper 1 includes two types of questions, one of which asks you to use historical sources.



•  Your answers must demonstrate a detailed knowledge. This book provides you with the key facts on each topic. Learn these thoroughly!



•  Structure your answer. Most frequently a chronological framework will be the best way to achieve this.



•  Select appropriate facts to answer the question asked.



•  Many pupils lose marks by failing to identify all relevant information. Instead of writing a lot about one point, try to write less about a number of points.



•  You need to demonstrate your mastery of the appropriate historical skills.
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Paper 1 OPTION 1: Germany 1918–1939


This question is on Key Issue 1: The Aftermath of the First World War and the Weimar Republic





1  (a) Describe two terms of the Treaty of Versailles. [4]



          Exam advice



    (b) How did Hitler try to increase support for the Nazi Party following his release from prison? [6]



          Exam advice



    (c) Explain how the Weimar governments dealt with problems between 1929 and 1933. In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other relevant knowledge.







        •  Political problems


        •  Economic problems [15]



           Exam advice
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This type of question does not require explanation, but a recall of knowledge. Write one detailed sentence on each point.
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This is a how or why question and the examiners are looking for you to answer it in a logical and focused manner. You should be aiming to write a paragraph. A good way to approach this question is chronologically.
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This type of question – asking how/why or how and why - requires both analysis and explanation. When you are asked ‘how’, you should provide an explanation. When asked ‘why’, you need to give the reasons for an event or decision.


You must make sure that you focus on both bullet points in your answer. Too many students focus only on one and lose a lot of marks. Remember, though, you may not need to write an equal amount on each bullet point.


It is important that you answer the question by using each of the bullet points provided in the question and writing an appropriately detailed answer on each. Make sure you refer back to the question.


These bullet points are designed as prompts; you need to develop these bullet points by using your own knowledge. You should also include other relevant knowledge where possible.
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Paper 1 OPTION 5: Changing Relationships: Britain, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 1965–1985


Answer all questions





11(a) (i) Study Source A



              Using Source A, and your own knowledge, describe O’Neill’s plans to improve the economy of Northern Ireland. [6]



              Exam advice



        (ii) Study Source B



              Using Source B, and your own knowledge, explain the main demands of the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA). [9]



              Exam advice



       (iii) Study Source C



              Source C suggests that British troops ended up carrying out policing duties in Northern Ireland. Do you agree with the view that the only reason for the introduction of British troops to Northern Ireland was to do the job of the RUC?


              Explain your answer using Source C and your own knowledge. [12]



              Exam advice








    (b) In what ways did the people of Northern Ireland react to the Hunger Strikes of 1980 and 1981? [6]



          Exam advice



    (c) How effective was internment in dealing with the political situation in Northern Ireland in the 1970s? [17] and [SPaG 5]



          Exam advice
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Here you are using the given source and your knowledge to describe an event. You should aim to write about 5–6 sentences in total.
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Here you are using the source and your knowledge to explain an event. You should aim to write about 7–8 sentences, developing your answer a little more.
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In this answer the examiner will expect you to reach a judgement about an event, again using the source and your own knowledge. You should be using phrases such as ‘I agree…’ or ‘I disagree…’. The most important thing is to remember to give your own viewpoint.
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This question is asking you to explain past events. Remember, there is no source this time. You must use the source and your own knowledge to make your point. To show that you know the topic, include relevant detail. There are fewer marks available here than for the previous answer, so keep an eye on your timing!
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Given the amount of marks available, this should be your longest answer. Remember that there are also five additional marks available for your use of spelling, punctuation and grammar, so try your best to get them! You need to show the examiner the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement in the question. Try to give your answer an essay-like structure. Introduce the issue, give your arguments for and against and finish off with your own views.
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PAPER 2


Section A: Source Question





•  Read the sources and the source questions carefully. Use a highlighter pen to underline key points.



•  Identify all relevant information in the sources.



•  Ask yourself whether or not the source is providing you with fact or opinion.



•  Use your own knowledge to explain the background to the source. This will help you determine its reliability.



•  Remember to consider what the source fails to say as much as what it does – again, your own knowledge will be essential here.



•  The reliability and bias of sources must be considered.



•  Use the sources (whatever ones are specified) in your answers to support what you say when you are instructed to.



•  Use your own knowledge in your answers to support what you say when you are instructed to.



•  As with Paper 1, look for a number of different points in your answer. Frequently the examiner will award a mark for each point mentioned up to the maximum available.
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Paper 2 Section A


Answer all of this section.





1  This question is about the spread of communist control in Eastern Europe after the Second World War.







    (a) Study Source A.



          What does Source A tell us about why the USSR spread communism to the countries of Eastern Europe after the Second World War? [4]



              Exam advice



    (b) Study Sources A and B



          How far does Source B support the view in Source A about the actions of Stalin and the USSR after the Second World War? [6]



              Exam advice



    (c) Study Source C.



          How useful is Source C in telling us how the West reacted following the Soviet invasion of Hungary? [9]



              Exam advice



    (d) ’The USSR had to keep control over Eastern Europe for its own safety’.


          Using Sources A, B, C and D, and your own knowledge, explain whether you agree with this interpretation of the actions and policies of the USSR in Eastern Europe after the Second World War. [15]



              Exam advice
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Here the examiners are looking for you to provide approximately FOUR pieces of information from the indicated source that tell you something about the focus of the question.


Remember that this is a straightforward comprehension question that requires you to provide no contextual/background knowledge.


You don’t need to write more than a paragraph to answer this type of question. Spending too long will not gain you any more marks and will lose you valuable time for where you need it most.
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This question asks you to use two sources. It can be awkward if you don’t structure your answer carefully. The first thing to do is identify the relevant points in the first source and then look for similar points in the second source (i.e. where they agree). However, if you want to aim for top marks you must also indicate the areas where the two sources do NOT agree. You should identify these points as you go through each source.


[image: ]







[image: ]


This is the kind of question that can cause a lot of problems. Remember that you are being asked to consider TWO things:




1. How RELIABLE the source is.


    Reliability means whether or not we can take what it says to be true. Keep in mind issues such as the source’s type, its author, when it was written, who it was written for (its audience), why it was written (motive) and its tone and content.


    When discussing reliability the issue of bias will more than likely appear. Remember, just because a source is biased – and all sources are biased in some way or other – does not mean that it is not useful. ALL sources are useful for what they tell us about how a person or group was thinking.


2. How USEFUL the source is.


    Useful means what do you learn from the source, what does it tell us about the event in question? Most importantly, remember to comment – considering your own knowledge – on what the source does NOT tell us (its limitations).





Remember, you must cover BOTH reliability and utility if you want to gain top marks.
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The key point here is to remember to use BOTH the sources (ALL of them!) AND your own knowledge to help you make a judgement about how an event has been interpreted. The amount of marks available mean that your answer should be a mini-essay.


First of all the sources will more than likely present you with a range of interpretations about an event. You need to be able to identify these different viewpoints and explain why they are different. It is your own knowledge that will enable you to judge whether or not the interpretation given in the question is right or wrong. Make sure that your answer reflects these different viewpoints. In the end, remember to come to a conclusion!


[image: ]





HOW TO APPROACH SOURCES


As you look at the different kinds of sources you might encounter, consider some of the following ideas to try and improve the quality of your answer.


Written sources


Primary sources


A primary source is one that dates from the time of the event.
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Secondary sources


A secondary source usually comes from a time after the event being written about, such as historians’ accounts.
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Photographic evidence



We expect photographs to be reliable, but this is not always the case. When you get a photograph as a source you should ask yourself the following questions about it.
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Example F: Photograph taken in Prague in 1968
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Think about:




•  Is the photograph genuine or faked?


•  Which side is the photographer on? What does the photograph tell us?


•  Is the photograph propaganda? Is it biased?


•  Can we trust the caption?


•  Does the photograph tell us everything about the situation? Does it tell us what happened just before, or after this photograph was taken? Does this tell us how ALL Czechs felt? Were other Czechs cheering the Russian soldiers?
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PAPER 2


Section B: Essay Questions





•  Look carefully at the question. Make sure you read it all – don’t just focus on one word or phrase.



•  You will be asked to examine changes in the relations between the USSR and USA over a given number of years.



•  Underline the key dates and words in the question.



•  Spend a few minutes jotting down an essay plan that will take the examiner through the topic in a logical manner.



•  Structure your answer. Use paragraphs (and again most likely a chronological framework.



•  Refer to the question frequently throughout your answer and avoid narrative.



•  Put in relevant information only. An essay on the development of the Cold War in Europe 1945–68 does not require any analysis of China, Korea, Cuba or Vietnam!



•  Remember that you are being asked to come to a conclusion, not simply list all of the facts that you think are relevant to the issue.



•  Finally, remember that there are also five additional marks available for your use of spelling, punctuation and grammar; make sure you get them all!
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Paper 2 Section B


Answer one of the following questions.





2  How and why did events in Berlin in the period 1945–1961 cause tensions to develop between the USA and the USSR? [16] and [SPaG 5]



    Exam advice
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Use key words from the question to help you structure your answer.
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Check the dates that the question requires you to cover. Do not go beyond these dates.
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Make sure to cover all of the areas and issues mentioned.
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Spend 21 minutes on the essay question.
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There are five additional marks available for spelling, punctuation and grammar.


Get them all!
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CHAPTER 1


Germany 1918–1939


THE AFTERMATH OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC


GERMANY IN 1918 (I)
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW


You need to understand how and why Germans’ attitudes to the war changed and how this impacted on the Kaiser.
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IMPACT OF THE WAR


Initially most Germans welcomed the war but discontent soon emerged due to:





•  increasing food and fuel shortages



•  a decline in the value of the currency



•  an increase in ill health.





Although the people were being told that the war was going well, by October 1918 the government knew that it was lost. Over 6 million soldiers had either been killed or wounded, the most recent military attack had failed, Germany’s allies (Austria–Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey) were close to defeat, the army was exhausted and troops were deserting.


In late October 1918, therefore, the Kaiser was persuaded to make Germany into a constitutional monarchy. This was because:





•  There was growing unrest among Germany’s working classes which might lead to revolution.



•  It was felt that a civilian government would obtain fairer peace terms.



•  It was believed that the new government would get the blame for ending the war. Therefore the army could accuse it of stabbing them in the back.





As a result Prince Max of Baden became Germany’s new Chancellor.
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ACTIVITY


Make notes under the following headings:





•  The impact of the war at home



•  The changes made to the government



•  Why these changes were made
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GERMANY IN 1918 (II)
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW


You need to know why the Kaiser left and how people reacted. Make sure that you are clear about all of the changes that took place.
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ABDICATION


These concessions were not enough for those who wanted Germany made into a republic. On 3 November 1918, a revolt broke out at Kiel and Wilhelmshaven naval bases. Local workers joined in and the protests spread across Germany with Russian-style workers’ councils (Soviets) being set up. Within a week Berlin had been brought to a standstill by a general strike while socialist republics had been set up in Bavaria and Saxony.


With Germany facing revolution the Kaiser was persuaded to abdicate. He did so on 9 November 1918. At the same time Prince Max was replaced by Social Democratic Party (SDP) leader, Friedrich Ebert. Ebert soon made the following crucial decisions:





•  He set up a new government and declared Germany a republic.



•  He made a deal with the head of the army, General Wilhelm Groener. By this he agreed to maintain the power of the army, judiciary and civil service and resist the growth of communism. Groener agreed to support the new government.



•  On 11 November 1918, Germany signed an armistice ending the fighting in the war.




OEBPS/OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/xi-2.jpg
What side - if any — is the
historian likely to be on?

/

What information does the
source contain? Does it
seem reasonable/accurate?

Example C: John Terraine, British historian, 1974

/

The East German government tried to prevent their people escaping from their
‘workers’ paradise’ by walling them in. There were awful scenes when the Wall was

erected in Berlin with people flinging themselves ou
to their deaths. The Wall and frontier fence have so far claimed over 170 victims.

f high windows and crashing

|

Is the account likely to
be censored?






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/xii-1.jpg
Czechs shout abuse at Soviet troops sitting on top of a tank, Prague 1968





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/xi-1.jpg
Who said this
and why?

How reliable is
the source?

Can we learn anything from
the date of the source?

—

Example A: From a speech by Joseph Stalin 1946

There are things which should not be forgotten. In World War Two the Germans invaded the
USSR through Finland, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary. This invasion happened because
their governmentsfwere unfriendly to the Soviet Union. Is it surprising that the Soviet Union,

wishing to proteftt its safety, is now trying to see that frien overnments should exist in
these countrigé?

What information does
the source give us?

Is the source biased
or objective?






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/title.jpg
X
-
E
=
2 \1»
-
-
2
St
O N

History

for CCEA GCSE

Third Edition

Finbar Madden

REVISION GUIDE

{y HODDER

EDUCATION
HETTE UK COMPANY






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Third Edition

adiNS ZO_m_>m_m_






