

[image: Cover Image]




[image: image]


[image: image]

NEW YORK   BOSTON   NASHVILLE




[image: CoverImage]



Begin Reading

Table of Contents

Copyright Page


Winning in Troubled Times is dedicated to the partners,
friends, and supporters of Creflo Dollar Ministries. Thank you
for your prayers and support, as we continue to change lives
all over the world. Keep winning!





For everyone born of God overcomes the world.
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.

—1 John 5:4 (NIV)





INTRODUCTION
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CHRISTIANS ALWAYS WIN

When the United States officially went into recession in December of 2007, I began to notice how Christians were responding to its effects. I was deeply disturbed to find that many believers did not know how to use their faith to win in the midst of troubled times. If that wasn’t bad enough, I heard a report that revealed that the divorce rate among Christians was the same as that among unbelievers. Sadly, I came to the conclusion that many Christians simply do not know enough about faith to survive in hard times. As a result, they end up in bad situations because of the pressure they are under. Therefore, they end up suffering along with the rest of the world when trouble comes, and even when times get better.

However, I continue to proclaim, “The kingdom of God never goes through recession, and God is never broke!” Understand that God is never defeated, no matter what is going on in the world. Since God, who is our Source, is never defeated, as Christians, we can never be defeated! In other words, we always win!

I remember the times when I did not know what to do about my finances or how to succeed in my marriage. Not knowing what to do is a miserable state to be in! That is why I am so passionate about God’s people gaining understanding of the biblical principles He has revealed to me that have enabled me to live victoriously. When I received a revelation of these things, I began to overcome financial pressures, including huge amounts of debt that kept my wife, Taffi, and me in bondage for years. Having financial burdens can lead to stress and other problems that affect our lives. But God delivered us by empowering us through the knowledge of His Word. He began to lead and guide us to where we are today.

The purpose of this book is to share what God has shown us through studying and teaching His Word. Furthermore, I want to challenge your thinking on how you view prosperity. I want you to ponder and really meditate on the meaning of 3 John 2 (we’ll discuss it more below) because you need to really believe God will prosper you, even in troubled times.

This book can be used as a reference or as a guide for daily Bible reading. I encourage you to use it in your Bible studies or group discussions concerning everyday issues we all face in life.

THE TRUEST FORM OF PROSPERITY

Third John 2 says, “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” The word prosper originated from the Greek word euodoó, which is a parting utterance in the category of words like good-bye, farewell, or bon voyage.1 So the original word means to successfully reach a destination safe and sound. Therefore, the word has evolved to mean a continuous well-being in every area of life.

This message about prosperity has been greatly attacked over the years because people have been deceived by the enemy. Satan wants to convince us that “all preachers want is our money.” Well, I’m not interested in stealing money. I honor and reverence God too much to mess with His people and their money! I am, however, interested in seeing people prosper God’s way.

Money is only a part of prosperity. What good is it for us to prosper in our bank accounts and not in our health, relationships, marriages, and families?

True prosperity is being successful in every arena of our lives. It is excelling to the point desired. For example, prospering in my spirit is being born again or having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When I prosper in my soul, my thinking, decisions, and emotions are sound and stable. Prospering in my health means I am healthy, free of any ailments or diseases. To prosper the way God wants us to prosper means that we prosper in every way, for He delights in the prosperity of His servants (Psalm 35:27).

So why does God want us to have true prosperity? He wants to show the world that there is profit in serving Him. When we prosper, we can help and serve others. When the church prospers, we are empowered to further the Gospel message around the world. Jesus is coming back for a church without spot or wrinkle. This means He is not coming back for a body of sick, broke, and oppressed believers. He is coming back for a glorious church!

YOU CAN BE WHOLE IN EVERY AREA OF LIFE

Romans 12:2 says, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” There is a difference between true prosperity and false prosperity. The huge difference is this: the blessing of the Lord makes truly rich and He adds no sorrow with it (Proverbs 10:22). Rich in this context means wholeness, nothing missing or broken in our lives.

Many people who have prospered the world’s way—through selfishness, greed, and lust—are living in deception. On the surface, it appears they have it all—the dream car, nice job, perfect family, and so on. However, if we look a little closer, we notice that what they have brings them sorrow! The dream home and car may carry notes so heavy they can barely cover them, even with high-paying jobs! They may appear to have the perfect marriage, but we cannot see what takes place behind closed doors. Others may appear to have the job of their dreams, but what we may not see is the sadness or loneliness deep within. God’s way is always perfect. He perfects all things concerning us.

Many people ask me what is the secret to true prosperity. It is simply this: I live according to the Word of God. I trust Him. I trust His system. My trust is not in the world’s system, or the government, or anyone else. As you read these pages, I encourage you to place your trust in a loving Father who cannot fail.

Whenever you find yourself battling tough issues or worrying about the chaos that is going on in the world, I want you to pick up this book and realize there is a way out. But that way out is going to require two major changes—a change in the way you think and the way you view the kingdom of God.

Our God always causes us to triumph through Christ Jesus. My prayer for you as you read these pages is that you will find practical knowledge and clear understanding of biblical principles that can be applied to any area of your life for lasting success. Regardless of what you may be facing, how things may seem, or how you may feel, victory in Jesus is assured—we always win!



SECTION ONE
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WINNING AT
WORK AND
IN YOUR
FINANCES
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THE COMBINATION TO
TRUE PROSPERITY


Faith is confidence, trust is a commitment.

Trust says, “No matter what happens, I am going to believe God.”



[image: image] When I was growing up, my family did not have much financially. Watching my parents struggle to make ends meet created in me a determination not to live that way for the rest of my life. I developed a burning desire to prosper and help others prosper as well.

Before God called me into ministry, I was frustrated by some of the traditional religious teachings I heard. Many Christians did not understand how to apply practically the Word of God to their everyday lives. As a result, they failed to see His Word manifested in their lives, and they remained broke, busted, and disgusted. However, I knew if people were taught how to apply the Word to their lives, they would prosper. As I pondered this thought, God spoke to me and said, “That is what I am calling you to do.”

I am called to teach people that it is God’s will for them to prosper. Please understand that prosperity does not only deal with our finances but every area of our lives. To prosper means to excel to the point desired. It is making good progress in the pursuit of anything desirable. Unfortunately, there are some Christians who believe the word prosperity relates only to their finances. But those who decide to focus only on money will miss the truth of this entire message. Then there are believers who have knowledge of certain biblical truths, but they fail to apply their knowledge properly. For example, only the right combination of numbers will open a locked safe. Likewise, there is a combination of seven steps that will unlock true prosperity.

Biblical laws are established principles that will work for anyone who will get involved with them. Over the years, I have learned certain principles that have changed my life from poverty to abundance. The application of these principles causes abundance to overflow in our lives. When spiritual and natural laws come together, they create a force that rearranges and changes things. Notice, we must combine the spiritual and the natural. Most Christians do not receive the promises of God because they neglect to do what needs to be done either in the spiritual or the natural. We cannot go too far to the right or the left. We must have balance.

God wants us to live supernatural lives. Supernatural simply means God placing His super on our natural. The problem with some believers is they place all of their attention on the super (God’s ability) and not enough on their natural abilities. I often tell my congregation that we must not be so spiritual that we are no earthly good. And we should not become so natural-minded that we are not spiritually sound. Again, there must be a balance in order to succeed God’s way.

God desires for us to prosper and have success. Third John 2 in the Amplified Bible says, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that your body] may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers.” So, what is the foundation for prosperity? What does it take to win in every area of life? The seven steps that follow will answer these questions.

STEP ONE: UNDERSTAND GOD’S WAY OF DOING THINGS

It is not enough to wear a Christian T-shirt and proclaim to be a Christian. We must know and understand how God operates to receive what He has for us. If we don’t understand the kingdom of God system, true biblical prosperity will not be a reality in our lives. Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

Additionally, Jesus uses a parable in Mark chapter 4 to illustrate how the kingdom of God system operates. I call this the granddaddy of all parables because if we do not understand this one, we won’t understand any of the others. Basically, Jesus uses the parable of the sower to compare the kingdom of God to farming. If you are not familiar with this passage of Scripture, I encourage you to read it until you gain understanding. It will change your life! Here are a few comparisons between farming and the kingdom of God:


	
In farming, there is a farmer. In the kingdom of God, you are the sower or farmer.



	
A farmer uses seed. In the kingdom of God, the Word is the seed. Therefore, the Bible should not be viewed as a book of rules, but rather a bag of seeds.



	
A farmer plants his seed into good ground. In the kingdom of God, our hearts are the ground or soil into which we sow the Word of God.



	
In farming, equipment is used in the process of cultivating the seeds. In the kingdom of God, our method of cultivating seeds (the Word) is through speaking faith-filled words.





The root or origin of everything in the kingdom of God is His Word. The kingdom of God, which is God’s manufacturing center for life, is located within each of us (see Luke 17:21). The manufacturing center of prosperity requires a sower, sowing the Word. We must plant the Word in our hearts, and the center will produce it. We have to sow our seeds and protect our harvest. Basically, this means once we find a Scripture dealing with an area of concern, such as healing, we must meditate, ponder, and speak the Word until it comes to pass in our lives. Regardless of what it may look like or feel like, we cannot allow anything to seep into our hearts and destroy the Word of God that is planted there.

Keep in mind that lessons that pertain to life and godliness are in the Bible. God’s Word, which is Word seed, houses life. The Word has potential to grow the fruit or life on the inside of us, once it is planted.

When we refer to sowing a seed, it is common for most believers to automatically think of sowing a financial seed (giving an offering). However, our money seed will not have a future unless we have first planted the Word in our hearts. We must have full acceptance and confidence in the Word that inspires our giving.

For example, Luke 6:38 teaches us to give and it shall be given to us. Therefore, when we give, expecting that specific Word to come to pass, we begin the process of getting the Word in our hearts. And speaking faith-filled words will plant the Word deeply in our hearts. Therefore, expectation and speaking the Word will grow what we are believing to see come to pass in our lives.


STEP TWO: MATURE IN LOVE

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of love. In Matthew 22:37–40, Jesus says, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” If we do not mature in love, we will not see true prosperity.

All the laws that govern prosperity—healing, deliverance, divine protection, financial prosperity—hang on the law of love. If we refuse to develop in character, forgiveness, and love, we will not receive the kingdom of God prosperity, which is greater than the prosperity the world system offers. When we prosper God’s way, there is no sorrow attached to it (Proverbs 10:22).

Being immature in love is equal to being a child spiritually. The Bible says a child will not be able to receive his heritage until he is grown (Galatians 4:1–2). Paul said, When I was a child, I spoke as a child, understood as a child, and thought as a child, but when I became a man, I put away childish things (see 1 Corinthians 13:11). Paul was explaining the law of love. In order to be spiritually mature men and women, we have to operate in love. If we refuse to forgive others, we are not mature in love. Kingdom prosperity is always insulated with love. God will not trust a selfish, immature person with wealth or supernatural results.

While money is not the sum total of prosperity, it is an amplifier. It amplifies our current mind-set and condition in life. For example, if a person is selfish, money amplifies selfishness, which can be dangerous. That person can hurt himself as well as others. God will not entrust prosperity to those who are not mature enough to be good stewards over what He has given them.

Immature people often have a wrong attachment to money. In other words, they love money more than they love God and others. We are not supposed to desire money solely to satisfy our own selfish desires. This explains why many Christians have yet to prosper in all areas of life.

So how do we know when we have a wrong attachment to money? The decisions we make determine our level of spiritual maturity. When we allow all our decisions to be driven by our desire for money or selfish gain, we know that we have wrong motives for financial prosperity.



STEP THREE: HAVE PURITY OF HEART

Having a pure heart means we are genuine. There is always a distinction between what is genuine and what is fake. For example, my daughter Jordan bought some perfume while visiting New York. The packaging resembled the real perfume. But when she sprayed it, it smelled awful. It wasn’t authentic. Likewise, no matter how sincere or genuine a person may appear on the outside, it is what’s on the inside that counts. A mature love walk will always be the distinguishing trait, separating those who have pure hearts from those who do not.

In addition to walking in the love of God, a pure heart is the gateway into the life of the miraculous. It will guarantee unending manifestations in our lives and cause the power of God to flow through us unhindered.

In order to obtain and maintain hearts that are pure before God, we must walk in obedience to Him. Our love for Him and others will purify our hearts. When we have the love of God in our hearts and a desire to be like Jesus on our minds, we are purified (1 John 3:1–3).


STEP FOUR: MEDITATE

Wisdom is divine knowledge that comes to us when we do not know what to do. We acquire wisdom by reading and meditating on the Word of God. For many people, meditation seems spooky, and some associate it with the occult. However, the Bible teaches us to meditate on His Word so that we may be equipped to handle every situation.

Meditation is speaking the Word, considering it, and spending time with it. It involves spending time with Scriptures until revelation and enlightenment come.

After Moses died, God told Joshua to meditate on the Word day and night to observe to do all that is in it (Joshua 1:8). God said by doing so, Joshua would make his way prosperous and learn to deal wisely in his affairs. Meditating on the Word empowers us to attend to all areas of our lives with godly wisdom.

In the early days of my ministry, I used to spend hours praying before a convention or crusade service. I would also fast that day. By the time I got up to preach, I was weak, dizzy, and just plain tired! I knew something was wrong. I prayed and asked God to help me figure it out. He said to me, “I want you to spend your time meditating on the Word before you preach. Spend time in prayer every day. But the most important thing you can do before you preach is meditate on the Scriptures you are going to use in your sermon. I will reveal to you what to say as you study My Word.”

When I received this revelation from the Lord, I saw clearly how meditating on the Scriptures would make my way prosperous. As a result of following God’s instructions, I am able to receive great revelation knowledge that I am able to share with others.


STEP FIVE: GET SEED

Romans 10:17 says faith comes by hearing the Word of God. In other words, faith comes out of the Word. We have to hear it over and over again until it becomes more real to us than our circumstances. Ultimately, that Word will grow and manifest in our lives.

Additionally, we have to get our speaking involved in the process and have confidence that what we are saying will come to pass. In Matthew 17:20, Jesus says, “For verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Our faith-filled words are like that grain of mustard seed. It starts small, but once we sow it, it grows.



STEP SIX: APPLY CORRESPONDING ACTION

After the farmer plants his seeds, his work isn’t finished. There are actions he must take to ensure his seeds will produce the desired harvest. The same is true for us. What actions do we take once we get the Word planted in our hearts? The Bible teaches that faith without works is dead (James 2:20). The word works simply means action. Our action must correspond and harmonize with our faith if we are going to see what we are believing to receive from God.

Many believers get into trouble when it comes to choosing the right corresponding action. In most cases, the action they take is a stretch for the level of faith they have developed. For example, when the bills are due but you don’t have the money to pay them, you can confess the Word of God concerning your finances, saying, “I believe God has met my needs.” However, the wrong corresponding action would be to write checks for all your bills and mail them to your creditors, believing God will put the money in the bank before the checks are cashed!

That example may seem a little outlandish, but there are people who do this and call those bad checks “faith checks.” But of course, this action is illegal, and God is not going to support illegal activities! As we confess the Word over our finances, a proper corresponding action would be to write a check for the payoff amount and place it on the dresser until we see the manifestation of the confession.

Below are a few other corresponding actions that are agreeable and suitable as we stay in faith.

Give

We can make a living through our giving. As the saying goes, “What goes around comes around.” Actually, we can trace the origin of this statement to the Word of God. Whatever we sow, we also reap (Galatians 6:7). Whenever we give in faith, according to the Word of God, we can expect it to come back to us.


Work

Working is an appropriate corresponding action because we know the Word says if we don’t, we don’t eat. It is unrealistic for us to think money will fall from the sky. Working gives God an avenue through which He can bless us. As we work our jobs or assignments unto Him, He is faithful to bless us.


Think

God will give us the ability to think of ways to work smarter and more efficiently.

He gives us wisdom when we ask for it. However, we cannot sit down and just wait for something to happen. We have to take action, and thinking in line with God’s Word is a correct corresponding action.


Trust

Although it may not appear to be an action, trusting God is a correct and necessary corresponding action. While faith is confidence, trust is a commitment. Trust says, No matter what happens, I am going to believe God.


Talk

I cannot place enough emphasis on the power of our words. Death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). Instead of speaking negative words that are contrary to the Word of God, we must speak words of life into our circumstances. We have to guard our mouths and be sure we are not contradicting what God has already said about us and our circumstances. Our negative speaking blocks many blessings in our lives. Begin to practice speaking God’s Word concerning different areas of your life and watch how your world will change for the better! Call a like-minded friend and just begin speaking the Word about any area of concern in your life.



STEP SEVEN: PRACTICE PATIENCE

Patience is defined as tolerating a negative situation for a period of time. However, a biblical definition of patience is remaining consistently and constantly the same concerning the Word planted in our hearts. For example, let’s say you have planted a particular Word seed for a financial breakthrough. You have the Word in your heart that says God supplies your needs according to His riches in glory through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). You continue to confess that Word despite contradicting situations and circumstances. You continue to say what you believe, even while you are looking at the bills you cannot pay. Then an unexpected bill comes in the mail, and now you are tempted to get depressed because you haven’t paid the bills you already have! Despite the situation or how you feel, patience keeps your faith working. Patience says, “I am not going to let the Word of God go—no matter what. I will remain steadfast in spite of what it looks like.”

If we are going to win, we must hold on with bulldog tenacity to the Word we have planted. Whenever we allow ourselves to doubt, we have cast away our patience and confidence in the Word. Hebrews 10:35–36 says, “Cast not away therefore your confidence [your faith], which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.”
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WORK IS NOT A DIRTY WORD


While saying confessions, praying, and giving are all spiritual laws we must activate to become successful God’s way, we cannot ignore the application of natural laws.



[image: image] Working is a part of life and should be embraced by everyone who wants to achieve success. It is a practical component of success. As a matter of fact, the Bible mentions working approximately seven hundred times! Vince Lombardi once said, “The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary.” Lombardi was known for being one of football’s most accomplished and respected coaches of all time. He made winning the Super Bowl a habit, so I am sure he knew a little about hard work and success. Those who have acquired any level of success have sacrificed, studied, and worked hard on their jobs or in their businesses to achieve their success.

However, many people believe they can achieve success without putting in the work. They try any- and everything they think will bring them easy money, such as the lottery, pyramid and get-rich-quick schemes, and even crime. To them, the word work is a dirty word. But nothing could be further from the truth.

The Bible says in Proverbs 10:4, “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.” Yes, it is important for us to work diligently. As we can see in this Scripture, people become poor because of their laziness. Just as we can become rich, we can become poor. The choice is ours. This Scripture is saying that those who work diligently will become rich, while those who are slack in what they do become poor.

Many Christians believe they can simply come to church, give an offering, say a confession or two, and one day they will wake up wealthy. They have adopted what I call a “jackpot mentality.” They are waiting on some big event or for God to appear like a genie and grant their wishes. While saying confessions, praying, and giving are all spiritual laws we must activate to become successful God’s way, we cannot ignore the application of natural laws.

When Taffi and I were in debt, God spoke to me about the ant. Proverbs 6:6–8 says, “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.” In this Scripture, the ant’s ways are called wise. So it is wise for us to work hard and store something up for the future to avoid hard times.

We made a commitment to get out of debt, and we knew with that commitment would come hard work. God did not wave a wand or appear in a vision. Instead, His provision for us included our earnings from our hard work, and He blessed what we had. We began to see the super added to our natural. In the midst of the hard work and commitment, God did move in certain areas of our finances. God honors hard work.

THE MIRACLE OF LIKE SUBSTANCE

God wants to increase us by multiplying what we have. Even with His blessing on our lives, we must give Him something to work with. This is what I call the miracle of like substance. It is when we have something God can multiply, causing us to end up with much more than we originally had.

Jesus demonstrated this principle when He fed a multitude of men, women, and children with five loaves and two fish. Matthew 14:16–20 describes this miracle.


But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring them hither to me. And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full.



First of all, we see that this miracle of multiplication took faith. It took the disciples giving Jesus something to work with. Even though what they had wasn’t enough in the natural, they gave it to Jesus anyway. He blessed the food (commanded the supernatural power of God), broke it, and fed the people. It all began with Jesus using what was available. At the end of the meal, not only were the people satisfied, but there was more than enough food left over!

We can apply this principle to our jobs or businesses as well. Regardless of your job title, God can multiply your current salary if you work diligently. When we continue to give tithes and offerings and live by faith, we will experience increase.


WEALTH IS ACQUIRED, NOT GAINED

Ann Landers once said, “Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so most people don’t recognize them.” Working hard at what we do positions us for financial breakthrough. God has given each of us the strength, talent, skill, or ability to earn a living. And for those of us who are born again and know about the covenant of Abraham, He has extended an even greater blessing. Deuteronomy 8:18 in The Message says that God “gave you the strength to produce all this wealth so as to confirm the covenant that he promised to your ancestors.”

Too often, people look for opportunities to make money without first finding out what the Word has to say about it. Acquiring something is different from just getting it all at once.

Proverbs 13:11 says, “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.” According to this Scripture, the process of attaining wealth involves our money growing over a period of time. While people are waiting on “the big win,” they are squandering money that could be used to help them accumulate the wealth they desire. A get-rich-quick mind-set won’t produce lasting wealth. In fact, it is responsible for the addictive lifestyle of gambling that is destroying people’s lives every day.

Gambling or playing the lottery (the luck system) usually costs individuals much more than is gained. Contrary to what most people think, it does not and will not produce lasting wealth. In fact, it breeds poverty.


GIVING AND WORKING: A COMBINATION FOR SUCCESS

Proverbs 18:16 says, “A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.” For years I have heard this Scripture misinterpreted. When we use the word gift here, it is not referring to a calling, a ministry, or a talent. The word gift in the Hebrew language is translated “gratuity” or “thanks offering.” Therefore, the gift in this Scripture refers to finances. Our money positions us and brings us before people of influence.

I want to explain another Scripture to help clarify the relationship between giving and diligence. Proverbs 22:29 in the Amplified Bible says, “Do you see a man diligent and skillful in his business? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.” While Proverbs 18:16 says our giving will position us in life, this Scripture says our diligent work positions us before great men. Both are required. Our giving and working determine our success in life.

The act of giving produces blessings in our lives. However, working provides the way. I often tell people the blessing is not the car, money, house, etc. It is an empowerment from God that makes us successful in every area of our lives. This is how it works: when we believe God for a promotion or financial blessing, He will give us an idea, a concept, power, favor, or an ability that positions us to receive what we want from God. In other words, He gives us hidden wisdom or revelation knowledge.

We may have an empowerment to get wealth but no channel through which that empowerment can operate. Working provides a channel for the material blessings to flow through. When we are unemployed, God’s Spirit will lead and guide us to the right job opportunity. Isn’t it wonderful to know our job or business gives God an avenue by which He can bring more blessings into our lives? Work is honorable, and God approves of it. He will bless the work of our hands!

Abraham is a good example of someone who received God’s blessing on his business. He made his living rearing cattle. Genesis 13:1–2 in the New International Version says, “So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.”

Work not only gives us a sense of accomplishment and pride, but it is also honorable before the Lord. God is always working. Jesus said in John 5:17, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” God is actively working in conjunction with the prayers and obedience of mankind to bring His purposes to pass on earth. Since we are reflections of Him, we should also have a mind-set that is intent upon working to accomplish His will for our lives, both spiritually and naturally.


OUT OF WORK? DON’T WORRY!

I realize that an economic downturn can cause the loss of employment and force people to take low-paying jobs just to survive. If you are currently unemployed or are looking for a better job, begin to view your job search from a different perspective. Get God involved! Begin to pray about where He wants you to work. Make finding a job a job. Get up every morning with the sole purpose of finding a job. Take the eight hours a day you would work on a job and use that time to search for opportunities to go on job interviews.

I know being unemployed or underemployed is stressful. However, I encourage you to use this opportunity to further examine your career choice. Your career or job choice is a decision that will greatly impact your life. Many times people think this is a very trivial decision. They tell themselves, As long as I am working and getting paid, that’s all that matters. Yet the career you choose does matter, because your job choice can have a lasting effect on your marriage and family. And it can also have an effect on the way you serve God.

Don’t make the mistake so many others have made, which is failing to ask God to reveal His purpose for their lives. These are people who have made their own plans, and as they pursue them, they pray and ask God to bless their efforts. But that is not how it works. You don’t choose your path in life. You discover what God wants you to do as you seek Him, and He gives you the wisdom to accomplish it. No matter what career we choose, true success comes when we fulfill the will of God for our lives, by doing what He has called us to do.



SEEK GOD FIRST

Proverbs 10:22 says, “The blessing of the LORD makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow with it” (NLT). Don’t allow yourself to get seduced into a career just because it pays well.

I can remember when I believed, with every fiber of my being, I was going to play professional football. I had it all mapped out. I planned my life according to what I envisioned for my future. I lifted weights, bench-pressed, and rigorously studied football playbooks. I was convinced football was my future. However, in the midst of my dreaming, I never stopped to ask God what He wanted me to do.

My dreams were shattered when I got injured. And my football career came to a screeching halt. I was at the lowest point in my life, and that is when I finally humbled myself and began to seek God and His plan for my life. When I discovered His plan and purpose, I eventually obtained everything I ever desired and more. I am convinced that had I become a professional football player, my life still would have been missing something. Nothing compares to being in the will of God!

God’s plan for your life will include abundance in every area. But do not despise small beginnings. Even if you have to start at the bottom and wait for the increase in salary, it does not mean you are not in God’s will for your life.

Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides” (AMP). When you make seeking God your number-one priority, He will lead you into an honorable career that will meet and exceed your needs.

Seeking God is the spiritual aspect of choosing a career. Now I want to give you some natural things to consider.

Begin with Your Values

What is important to you? How do you see this career and how do you value it? You will never be successful doing something you don’t want to do. Passion and service are the two fundamental elements to achieving success. Once you find something you would do for free, if given the opportunity, you have located something that can bring great wealth and success into your life.


Locate Your Skills and Talents

There is a distinction between skills and talents. Skills require a certain amount of training for a person to be proficient. Although you may have been trained to do a certain job, that does not mean you will enjoy it. Your natural talent is something you do well and enjoy doing. Take the time to assess your skills and talents and begin looking for jobs in which you have the opportunities to use both.


Identify Your Preferences

Think about the projects you are passionate about. What type of job do you love doing? What do you prefer not to do? Be honest with yourself when answering these questions. Be sure you are true to yourself, fulfilling your heart’s desire and not someone else’s. You can start by naming tasks you don’t like. This may eliminate possible job and career choices. Also, it can bring you a step closer to finding the right job or career.


Experiment

In my opinion, this is one of the most critical things to consider when choosing a career. Find out if the job you would like is actually a good fit for you. Often people think they would like doing a particular job, but once they are actually doing it, they find there are certain tasks involved they did not consider. Be willing to volunteer. Don’t allow yourself to be so connected to money that you miss an opportunity to experiment. A volunteer position or an internship can help you see the ins and outs of a certain career.


See the Bigger Picture

Take the time to get a broader perspective of your job duties and the mission of the company or organization. Learn as much as you can about the career you are considering. Learn about the future of the industry or profession.


Opt for Experience First, Money Second

Take advantage of every opportunity to become the best at what you do. Ask yourself, Which position offers me the best chance of becoming excellent at what I do? If you want to be paid the best, you’ve got to learn how to be the best.


Aim for a Job to Which You Can Give 110 Percent Commitment

Most employers have a low tolerance for people who do not give at least 100 percent. They are looking for people who are enthusiastic and productive. People who give 110 percent will gain the attention of management and often position themselves for promotion and increase.


Build Your Lifestyle Around Your Actual Income, Not Your Expectation

This is a practical concept. No matter what you expect to earn in a year or the next five years, it is wise to plan your financial and personal goals around what you presently earn, not what you hope to earn in the future. Do not live above your means because you are expecting a raise. Too often people make that mistake and find themselves in a financial bind.


Invest 5 Percent of Your Time, Energy, and Money in Furthering Your Career

Take the initiative to make yourself more productive by enhancing your knowledge base. Read books, browse the Internet, or take online courses that will allow you to further develop and grow in your field. Also, be sure to check with your employer for continuing education or career advancement classes. Today many employers allow advanced training programs at no cost to the employee.


Be Willing to Change and Adapt

Be flexible. Employers frown upon employees who are rigid and unwilling to open up to new opportunities and adjustments.

These practical steps should help you in your job search. Ask God to give you further direction and insight. If you have a gut feeling that you are making a wrong decision, do not ignore it. Be patient and seek God. He will order your steps to your next assignment and new opportunity for success.
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