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Introduction


Despite email, telephones, the internet and other modern means of communication, the custom of exchanging greeting cards is alive and strong. You know how good you feel when you receive a greeting card, especially when someone has taken the trouble to write an individual message inside, but doing the same for others is not always as easy as it seems.

Although thousands of commercially made cards are available, somehow when it comes to that moment when you flick open the card and lift your pen, you find yourself lost for those few words to personalise your message.

Of course, you can take the easy way out by selecting a card with a prewritten greeting and simply signing your name, but it is usually the handwritten words that we notice most. Despite the onset of the e-card, most people still derive more satisfaction from opening a paper card. It is nice to have something of substance, especially knowing that someone has gone to the bother of selecting, writing and delivering it.

A few carefully chosen words can actually make a real difference, especially during times of celebration and sadness. Although you may offer verbal greetings, encouragement and comfort, a written message shows you have taken the time to compose something meaningful. Making the message permanent formalises your sentiment; it may even act as a memento that the recipient might take out at a later date for comfort, a boost or to remember happy times. So, it really is worth going that extra mile.

That doesn’t mean you have to be an exceptional writer — it is often better to keep the language simple and sincere. A short message containing genuine sentiment can actually be very touching. The fact that you have taken the time to write is what will move people, not necessarily the eloquence of the words. After all, reaching out to others is the reason why we send cards, and the reason why the tradition took off in the first place.

The exchange of greetings stems back centuries. Early greetings usually took the form of handwritten personalised letters, and because not everyone could read and write, handmade cards often sufficed. The wealthy commissioned artists to produce individual cards; however, the industrial revolution in the UK brought about a new industry of factory-made greeting cards, and when the penny post was introduced the custom became affordable to all. By the 1860s cards began to sell in their thousands. This was good news for artists and printers alike, and the custom soon spread to the US, with small commercial printing houses opening up on both sides of the globe.

These days, greeting card production is a huge industry. There are also thousands of small operators who design short-run cards, as well as artists and craftspeople who create exquisite handmade cards. The choice is endless. Choosing words is equally as open-ended; you can choose to write a simple traditional greeting, or you can go all-out and spill your entire heart onto the page.

This book is the perfect solution to finding ‘just the thing’ that you want to say. It contains all the tools you need to personalise your greetings and make more meaningful the cards we send on those important occasions.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

In each chapter you will find a brief introduction to the traditions and issues revolving around each card-sending occasion, which may give you a few ideas to consider before making your choice of card or words. Each chapter also contains several prewritten messages, any of which you may like to select and copy into a card. They are grouped according to the type of message they contain, and generally move from the most formal to the most intimate and personal. The messages include names, ages and the details of particular situations that have been used as examples: please substitute these with your own information or details.

The messages are unaddressed and unsigned. You may like to add your own salutation and signature from the list below. The list begins with the most formal and progresses to more intimate phrases.



	  Possible salutations



	DEAR

	TO A VALUED COLLEAGUE




	TO A TRUSTED FRIEND

	DEAREST




	TO A DEAR FRIEND

	TO MY DEAR (MUM)



	TO MY DARLING

	DARLING




	TO MY BELOVED

	TO MY ONE AND ONLY






	  Possible signatures



	REGARDS

	LOVE




	YOURS

	WITH LOVE




	SINCERELY

	WITH MUCH LOVE




	SINCERELY YOURS

	ALL MY LOVE




	MANY THANKS

	WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY




	WITH THANKS

	WITH DEEP REGRET




	WITH MANY THANKS

	LOVINGLY YOURS




	WARMEST REGARDS

	YOURS IN GRIEF




	YOURS IN ADMIRATION

	YOURS TRULY




	FROM A VALUED FRIEND

	WITH LOVE AND BLESSINGS




	YOURS IN FRIENDSHIP

	ETERNALLY YOURS





Alternatively, you may use the prewritten messages as a basis for what you will write by cutting out words you don’t like, substituting them with other words you prefer, or selecting bits and pieces from several messages and using them together. The choice is yours.

Of course, you may read something in this book that will inspire you to go ahead and pen your very own original message. All the better. Good luck and happy writing.
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Birthdays

Birthdays have been marked and celebrated since pagan times. It was believed that during times of change, including turning a year older, you were vulnerable to evil spirits so, to keep them at bay, it was best to be surrounded with goodwill and cheer. Gift-giving and formal greetings evolved and by the nineteenth century the written birthday greeting was popular. However, the custom of sending an actual greeting card to celebrate a birthday did not become commonplace until about one hundred years ago. The first small printing houses were dedicated to the production of Valentine’s Day and Christmas cards; the mass-produced birthday card followed and continues to be the established way of formalising a birthday greeting.

Sending a birthday card is a great opportunity to stay in touch with friends, relatives and people you see rarely but do care about. Given our busy lives and hectic schedules, taking time to remember a friend or relative on their special day will make them feel loved and appreciated, especially if you make the effort to add some special handwritten words. It is also a chance to say that ‘special something’, affirming your feelings or your appreciation for them. Unlike Valentine’s Day, when lovers exchange messages, or Christmas, when most people receive a greeting, a birthday is a chance to make that person feel unique, special and valued as an individual.

Of course, it is hard to remember everyone every year, so if you do forget, a belated card — no matter how late — is always better than no card at all. It still gives you a chance to let the person know you are thinking about them, and they’ll appreciate receiving something other than a bill in the mail.

In the case of a milestone birthday, you are acknowledging a rite of passage. We mark the passing of each new decade in a person’s life, and people often pass through these milestones with mixed feelings; sometimes celebrating a new era and sometimes lamenting times past. Your role is to congratulate (or commiserate when appropriate), and send that person your well wishes.

Each person is unique so when shopping for a card, take time to select something that reminds you of them or represents something significant about your relationship. If you use a ready-made greeting, choose something that you can hear yourself saying, rather than something that sounds clever. If you are starting from scratch, write as you would speak. Something simple and honest is just as good as a long-winded flowery or witty message. The ready-made greetings and templates in this section should point you in the right direction. You can’t go wrong with the traditional greeting: ‘Many Happy Returns’, which means simply, may you return many times to this date (may you live many years) and may each return to your birth date be a happy one.

BIRTHDAY WISHES


I wish you well on this special

day. May the year to come be

filled with good health,

happiness and success.
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I wish you all the very best on

your birthday. May the following

year be filled with fun, laughter

and good times.
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Happy birthday. May this year be

filled with marvellous adventures

and exciting new endeavours.
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Have a great day. I hope that

whatever you do to mark the

occasion is pure enjoyment.
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I wish you luck by the bucket:

good health, prosperity, joy and

everlasting fulfilment.



[image: image]


Warmest greetings to you on your

birthday. I hope you have a

lovely day and that the coming

year is filled with joy, good times

and success.
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Turning a year older is a great
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