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Welcome to the world of Myth Quest…


Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.


While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil, and the history of humankind itself.


The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.


The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.


Hachette India’s Myth Quest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a Myth Master!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in


different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have


chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a


comprehensive account for the young reader.



This book is about…


… Garuda, the magnificent half-man and half bird who was the vahana or mount of Vishnu, the Preserver of the Universe.


Garuda, the guardian of Shiva’s abode, is likened to a Brahminy kite and is also the Indian name for the Aquila constellation, which is patterned like an eagle. Garuda has been mentioned in the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata. He also has a whole Upanishad dedicated to him—the Garudopanishad. The Garuda Purana, on the other hand, is a manual of instruction narrated to the bird-king by Lord Vishnu.


In Buddhist mythology, Garuda is also known as Suparna and a vehicle of Amogasiddhi, a personification of the Buddhist quality of wisdom. He also features in the Kakati Jataka and Sussondi Jataka, among others.


Garuda is often represented as a creature with the head of a kite or an eagle, and the golden body and limbs of a man. It is said that his huge red wings billowed out as he flew across the sky and sounded like thunder. He could create hurricanes in the sky by merely flapping his wings.


Garuda is known by many names in different countries across the world and is the national emblem of Thailand and Indonesia. He is also the symbol of strength, speed and fighting skill as well as an avowed enemy of serpents.


Here are Garuda’s quests, battles and victories set high among the clouds…
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