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   CAN YOU IMAGINE A SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT THAT PROMISED THE FOLLOWING?


   • Each child’s “readiness” will be considered before he or she begins an area of learning.


   • Each child will be encouraged to follow his or her interests.


   • Each child will learn by doing.


   • Each child will be honored as an individual.


   • Each child will have downtime to play and just be a kid.


   • Each child will be encouraged to pursue his or her passions in life.


   • Each child’s special genius will be discovered, nurtured, and preserved.


   No one knows and loves your child the way you do. So who is better qualified than you to help them learn?


   HOMESCHOOLING FOR SUCCESS


   “This is a splendid and valuable work in the expanding field of homeschooling, which the authors have rendered an attractive,

     exciting, and eminently practical adventure of the mind— I congratulate them!”

   


   —Joseph Chilton Pearce, author of Magical Child and Evolution’s End: Claiming the Potential of Our Intelligence


   “This concise blend of inspiration and practical resources can guide your family to educational success . . . and fun too!”


   —Linda Dobson, author of Homeschooling: The First Year
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   FOREWORD: FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING


   I AM HONORED TO WRITE THE FOREWORD FOR this book on homeschooling, because this is a book for parents who are taking an active

     role in their child’s education. My own success story can be attributed to such parents. I graduated from school and have

     done relatively well in life simply because my dad took an active role in my education and encouraged my love of learning.

   


   My first book Rich Dad, Poor Dad is really a book about homeschooling, in the sense that it is about a parent’s influence on a child’s overall success in

     life. My real dad—the man I call my poor dad—was a schoolteacher, and eventually the head of education for the state of Hawaii.

     When I began failing in school—the very system he presided over—he took a more active interest in my academic education. Similarly,

     my best friend’s father—the man I call my rich dad—took an active interest in my financial education. In retrospect, I realize

     that my report card of life has been more greatly influenced by my two dads than all the education I received in school. The combination of these two

     individuals’ involvement in my education is responsible for my success in life.

   


   Public school was a frightening and often humiliating place for me. As a mature adult, the only recurring nightmare I have

     is a dream in which I’m taking a test I was not prepared for, knowing I was going to fail. School for me simply meant long

     hours of boredom. I had very little interest in the subjects I was required to study. At PTA meetings, my parents were often

     told that I was “slow,” “lacking motivation,” and “not applying myself.” Despite these labels, I knew I was not stupid. I

     was simply bored and could find very little relationship between what I was studying and real life. If I were in school today,

     I would probably be labeled as someone with a learning disability such as ADD or ADHD. I would be the poster boy for Ritalin.

   


   At the age of fifteen, I flunked out of high school. It was the single most painful experience in my life up to that point.

     As the superintendent of education for the state of Hawaii, my father was certainly less than thrilled to have his son flunking

     school. Word spread quickly among his colleagues, and there were a few jokes about the top educator’s son being a scholastic

     failure. I don’t know if my dad was embarrassed, but if he was, he didn’t show it. All he said when he came home the night

     I received my failing grade was “It’s time for your education to begin.” And begin it did.

   


   Even though my father ran the school system, he knew it could never replace the lessons taught by a child’s parents. He decided

     to step in and take an active role in my education. He did not focus on grades, passing tests, class ranking, which college

     I was going to, or how high my IQ was. The first thing he focused on was restoring my love of learning, which had been badly

     damaged. His lessons began when he said, “Learn to study because you want to learn, not because you have to pass a test.”

     He also said, “Sometimes in life, we need to learn things we may not want to learn. So before you begin studying anything,

     even if you do not want to study it, first find out why you want to learn whatever it is you are studying. Learning how to

     want to learn is more important than the grades you receive.”

   


   Although I never learned to like school, my parents’ intervention in my education helped me graduate. I was even awarded a

     congressional appointment to an academically tough military college in New York from which I graduated with a bachelor of

     science degree. Recently, at my thirtieth college class reunion, I caught up with old friends and reminisced about the times

     when we were young and looking forward to our future. It was interesting to see who had aged the most, who was still thin,

     who gained the most weight, who was successful, married, divorced, had kids, grandkids, and who was no longer alive. The reunion

     inspired me to reflect back on all of life’s successes and failures. I realized that most of my success did not come from

     what I learned in school, but from what I learned at home.

   


   Today, I continue to be a poor reader, yet I read because I want to learn. I continue to be a poor writer, yet I have had

     four books on the Wall Street Journal best-seller list. I managed to graduate from high school in spite of the fact that nearly 50 percent of those who started

     with me failed along the way—and many of those had had higher SAT scores, higher grade point averages, and higher IQs than

     I did. Talking to my classmates at my reunion in New York helped me realize that where we are today has very little to do

     with how well we did in school but more to do with how well we did at home, both as children and as adults.

   


   In closing, I will leave you with words of wisdom from both my rich dad and poor dad, words of wisdom that have helped me

     with my report card of life . May these words assist you in guiding your children’s education and preparing them for the world they will face as adults.

   


   As my schoolteacher dad once said to me, “Life is not about grades. Life is about lifelong learning.”


   Thank you for reading this very important book.


   —Robert Kiyosaki


  

   INTRODUCTION


   IF YOU ARE READING THIS, YOU ARE AT LEAST CURIOUS about homeschooling. Perhaps you’ve heard how the number of homeschooling families is growing or you have met a family that

     homeschools. Maybe you’re researching homeschooling out of desperation because of your child’s school situation. Regardless

     of the reasons that compelled you to pick up this book, we want to share with you one important message: You can successfully homeschool your child.

   


   Trust us. We have successfully homeschooled our own children, as have over two million families across America. We are not

     rocket scientists by profession. We don’t have unlimited amounts of patience, and we do get mad and frustrated with our kids

     sometimes. We don’t get up at six A.M. to clean our whole house before we start homeschooling for the day (although we admire

     those who do). We can’t cook dinner and help our kids with a messy science experiment at the same time (oops, yes, we can

     do that). We don’t turn every second of the day into a teachable moment. And we do occasionally dream about our before-children

     days—days spent reading the entire Sunday paper in bed. In other words, we are probably a lot like you, with one big exception: Our children have never crossed

     a public school threshold. Our years of observation and knowledge of how our children learn best allowed us to create a superior

     education for them at home.

   


   Although our children have not yet reached adulthood, they are happy, confident, intelligent self-starters who love to learn.

     Whether or not our children receive a full ride to Harvard, Dartmouth, or Yale, as many other homeschoolers

     

      *

     

      have before them, we and our spouses believe that our children’s home education is preparing them to meet all the challenges

     and opportunities that life will present to them. The education they receive at home is superior because it follows one fundamental

     belief, and we use this one belief as our guiding principal in all aspects of our children’s education: Each of our children

     was born with special gifts and talents. Each of them was born with his or her own unique genius. Homeschooling is the best

     educational option for us to honor those special gifts because it can be tailored to each of our children’s learning styles,

     interests, readiness, and intelligence.

   


   The customized nature of homeschooling has led to many outstanding achievements by homeschoolers, many of whom have been in

     the media spotlight and are profiled throughout this book. While many educators consider customized learning or one-on-one

     learning as an optimal learning environment for a child’s future success, we believe it is every child’s birthright. So, why

     did the two of us decide to homeschool our kids?

   


   My (Elizabeth Kanna’s) husband, a public junior high school teacher, first brought the subject of homeschooling to my attention

     in 1992, when our first child was three. I thought he was joking. Homeschool? That was for weirdos! What kind of a person

     wouldn’t send their kids to school? I had plenty of objections to homeschooling, but after reading Homeschooling for Excellence by David and Micki Colfax (one of the first books on homeschooling ever published), I was hooked. I loved the idea of helping

     our inquisitive daughter learn about the world. We had so much fun together. Did it all have to end when our daughter turned

     five? Couldn’t we continue as we were now? Ten years and two more daughters later, my children continue to learn at home.

   


   Our girls are encouraged to approach new subjects and milestones in their life when they are ready, not when society says

     they should. Rather than impeding their emotional and social progress, I believe homeschooling has put our girls ahead of

     the curve. My oldest daughter, Randall, recently had the opportunity to meet and interview Dr. Robert Ballard, the man who

     found the Titanic . Even though she was only eleven years old, she was poised and articulate when interviewing this world-renowned scientist,

     demonstrating skill far beyond her chronological age and public school–educated peers.

   


   I (Rebecca Kochenderfer) was motivated to homeschool my children by the same reason I became a special education teacher:

     I loved seeing the spark in children’s eyes when they learned something new. I wanted to be the one to see the spark in my

     own children’s eyes when they learned to read or learned how to add numbers for the first time. But my foremost homeschooling

     goal is to help my children develop their natural gifts. For example, my son is a hands-on learner, and homeschooling has

     provided us with the freedom to make sure he has plenty of opportunities to build things, explore, and create mad science

     experiments.

   


   Like many homeschooling parents, homeschooling became not only an educational choice for us, it became a lifestyle—a lifestyle

     based on freedom and flexibility. My husband and I made traveling a priority in our lives before we started our family and

     we wanted to continue to travel after our children were born. The flexibility of homeschooling gives us the opportunity to

     show our children as much of the world as we can and still provide them with a good education.

   


   GET READY—YOUR LIFE IS GOING TO CHANGE


   Homeschooling has the power to change your life. It has certainly changed ours. Even though you choose to homeschool for your

     children’s benefit, something amazing happens to you, the parent. You get excited about learning again. You may remember how

     much you liked reading historical novels, or rediscover how much you liked science, or you decide to take guitar lessons,

     too, when you sign up your child for lessons. You start to see all the possibilities that life has to offer again—just like

     a child does. As we continue to help our children explore their special talents, we have simultaneously rediscovered our own

     talents.

   


   For us, the fact that we could do something “radical” like homeschooling and succeed gave us the confidence to try other new

     things. One sunny afternoon in January, while our kids ran around and played, we conceived the idea for an online community

     for all homeschooling families. We envisioned a portal that would help families find the information and support we wished

     we had had when we started homeschooling our children. Three months later, we launched Homeschool.com. Three years later,

     Homeschool.com has become not just the number one homeschooling site on the Internet, but one of the top forty-five sites

     on the Internet, according to Forbes magazine. Through Homeschool.com we have helped thousands of homeschoolers across the United States and have worked with

     some of the leading voices in the homeschooling community. We believe we have discovered the secrets to successful homeschooling

     and, in fact, to a superior education. This book is intended to share those secrets.

   


   In this book, we don’t draw upon just our own personal homeschooling experiences but the experiences of thousands of homeschooling

     families. We also provide information, support, and resources for all different styles and approaches to homeschooling. As

     founders of Homeschool.com, we have had the opportunity to meet or interview some of the most respected Ph.D.’s, best-selling

     authors, educators, scientists, historians, and mathematicians, as well as other home-schooling experts. That experience and

     knowledge is shared with you in this book.

   


   We wrote this book because homeschooling has had a profound effect on our lives and on our children’s lives. So, for a few

     hours, a few days, or maybe forever, forget about what society dictates is “the right way” for your child to be educated and

     consider looking “outside the box” for your child’s education. We did. And we wrote this book so that you can look outside

     the box and create a superior education for your children at home too.

   


     

 THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HOMESCHOOLING


   1. Homeschooling is life changing. It creates personal growth for both the parent and the child. You (the parent) get a chance

     to rediscover your own special genius while you help your children discover theirs. Nothing you will ever do will have a more

     profound effect on your child and your family’s future as homeschooling.

   


   2. You are qualified to homeschool your children if you love to read to them, love to spend time with them, love to explore

     the world with them, love to see them learn new things, and, most important, love them.

   


   3. Children love to learn. It is as natural to them as breathing. They have an inborn hunger to explore the world and examine

     what is interesting. They learn by following their interests, with one interest leading to another. This is the way we all

     learned as younger children and how as adults we learn after we leave school. Home-schooling families learn together and know

     that learning is a lifelong process.

   


   4. Homeschooling is legal everywhere in the United States, but homeschooling laws vary from state to state. The three basic

     categories for homeschooling laws are: home education laws, private school laws, and equivalency laws. (See Appendix C for

     the laws in your state.)

   


   5. It does not take six to eight hours a day to homeschool your child. Most of the time children spend at school consists

     of waiting. Design a plan that works for your family and be prepared to scratch it several times and start over. Don’t sacrifice

     your family’s happiness to “school” your children. There are many ways families home-school; find what works for you and your

     family.

   


   6. Your child will not become a social misfit. Children do not need to be socialized in a large group of same-age children

     to become well-adjusted socially. Quite the opposite. Most parents want their children to learn their social graces from adults,

     not other children. Homeschoolers have healthy relationships with people of all ages, including the new mother next door;

     the retired couple who loves to garden; their friends at ballet, 4-H, and karate; and, most important, their parents.

   


   7. You will not have to teach algebra unless you really want to. It is not necessary to teach pre-algebra to ten-year-olds.

     When your teen decides to become a scientist, or is ready to explore the requirements of college admission, together you will

     explore the ways they can learn algebra: in a community college class, with a tutor, or through textbooks. After years of

     using math in their daily lives, homeschooled teens are well equipped to teach themselves higher math. Don’t worry about it

     when they are ten.

   


   8. You will question yourself a lot. Maybe several times a day in the beginning. This is normal. Find a fellow homeschooling

     friend. Support each other. Tell each other that it’s okay to sometimes feel that your children didn’t seem to learn anything

     on a given day. They did, and so did you!

   


   9. You do not have to starve or live in a tent to homeschool your children. Thousands of homeschooling families are able to

     make the money they need and homeschool their children at the same time. While you create a family business or dream job,

     or restructure your current job, your children will learn the most important skill of all— how to create the life of their

     dreams.

   


   10. Trust in your child. They learned how to love, smile, crawl, walk, talk, run, dress themselves, and understand their world

     before starting school, and they will continue to grow and learn without school.

   




  

   CHAPTER ONE


   Home: The Ideal School


   Joanne sits in school each day, waiting. If only she could tell her teacher all the things she is thinking about, then her

      teacher would know how smart she is! Her mom and dad tell her all the time how smart she is and that she is a great artist;

      her grandmother says she is a genius. But if she’s so smart, how come her teacher never tells her so? How come her teacher

      never calls on her to answer a question in class? If she is smart, why does she have a hard time learning things in class?

      Joanne loves art, and often day dreams about creating beautiful pictures, but she rarely gets to draw in class, and the last

      time she did, her teacher told her what to draw. She really wanted to draw a picture of those fluffy clouds she saw that morning

      on the way to school. Instead, she was told to find all the words that begin with a “B” on a worksheet and then color them

      blue. She was given only a blue crayon. She knew if she colored a cloud blue on the worksheet, her teacher would not be pleased.

      She is also distracted by all the interruptions while trying to read in class, and she really does not like the story her

      teacher gives her to read anyway. She likes stories about little girls like her, but ones who lived a long time ago like the

      Little House on the Prairie books her mom reads to her. Her mom is also teaching her how to cook. She gets to touch everything

      ... and measure stuff ! At the end of the school day, she can’t wait to get home and draw some pictures and do some more cooking

      with her mom. But she almost always has homework. After her homework is done, it is time for dinner and then it is bedtime.

      If only she could stay up a little later with her mom and dad, but tomorrow is another school day.


   Joanne is six years old. She will spend the next eleven years in compulsory classrooms—eleven more years in classrooms that

     don’t teach to her personal learning style. Classrooms that are distracting, crowded, and often boring. Classrooms that will

     do little to encourage her love of learning. Classrooms where her intelligence, interests, and talents will most likely never

     be recognized, much less nurtured.

   


   What would happen if Joanne learned at home, where her love of learning has been encouraged since the day she was born? At

     home, she could have learned by touching and doing, where her paintings of fluffy clouds could cover her bedroom walls, and

     where she could have spent more time with the people who love her more than anyone else in the world.

   


      “Government schooling is the most radical adventure in history. It kills the family by monopolizing the best times of childhood

     and by teaching disrespect for home and parents.”

   


   John Taylor Gatto, The Underground History of American Education, 

   




   Homeschooling is not new. It is the way this country has educated its children for all but the last 150 years. Now, at the

     beginning of the twenty-first century, as many as two million children in the United States are learning at home. Why the

     resurgence of such an educational method? Because homeschooling is the ideal school for most children, and one that our current schools won’t ever be able to compete with.

   


   CREATING DRONES


   Our public schools were designed on a factory principal: assembly line education to create conformist citizens. The ultimate

     one-size-fits-all. In the industrial age, the United States needed millions of workers for the assembly lines. Our public

     schools were designed to create factory drones who would follow instructions, without asking too many questions. While these

     schools achieved their goal in the early industrial age, the standard of education they established is no longer socially

     or economically relevant. We live in an age that requires higher standards and increased creativity. The industrial revolution

     is over.

     

      *

     

     

   


      “The part of the brain that thrives on worksheets and teacher lectures probably takes up less than one percent of the total

     avail able for learning.”

   


   Thomas Armstrong, Ph.D., In Their Own Way




   CREATING INDIVIDUALS


   In his recent book, The Roaring 2000s, Harry S. Dent, Jr., one of the world’s most prescient economic prognosticators, describes the ideal school of the future:

     “Teachers must ... cultivate a relationship with each individual student. They must determine exactly where each child is

     in the development process and their specific strengths and weaknesses in learning. They must give each child the individual

     attention he or she needs to feel valued as a human being, which generates self-esteem and motivation. By establishing a personal

     relationship with each child, the teacher can determine which subjects and skills need emphasis at each stage of education.

     They can protect children from the often cruel criticism of others by not putting them into classes and learning experiences

     for which they are not ready.”

   


   Dent’s vision of an ideal school in the future will be one in which a child’s uniqueness is honored—an idea that runs counter

     to the principles of our schools. We do not honor the “crazy ideas” kids have. We simply can’t honor the individual in a classroom

     of thirty kids. The teacher does not have time. She has to keep the class moving: They must be on lesson twelve before the

     third week of the second semester to keep up with the state’s standards.

   


   Some might think that honoring the individual sounds “new agey” and not really important in preparing children for success.

     But honoring each child’s uniqueness is not only what all children deserve, it is critical to their future success.

   


   The world our children will function in as adults is a world we have never seen before—from where they will live and how they

     will communicate to the new business model they will utilize. And in this new world, the most highly valued skills will be

     creativity and uniqueness—both entrepreneurial and interpersonal. What type of education has the power to create these skills

     in children? Customized education. According to Dent, this is the only education that will help our children develop the skills

     they will need for success in the information age. Can a school that serves up a one-size-fits-all curriculum deliver a customized

     education to children? Of course not. What Dent calls “our top-down, left-brain, mass educational system” cannot give children

     the individualized education they need. Harry Dent is not alone in his vision of a school of the future that honors the individual

     and provides an education customized to that uniqueness.

   


   Howard Gardner, a Harvard University psychologist, identified in Frames of Mind seven different geniuses or intelligences in 1983. Gardner’s theory of the existence of seven different intelligences (and

     his refined theory of an eighth intelligence in 1996) has become one of the most discussed and inspirational theories of the

     twentieth century.

     

      *

     

      In his recent book, Intelligence Reframed, Gardner shares his vision of an education that honors a child’s unique range of intelligences. Gardner labels it “individually

     configured education,” and describes it as “education that takes individual differences seriously and, insofar as possible,

     crafts practices that serve different kinds of minds equally well.” To provide this customized learning environment, teachers

     must learn about each student’s background, interests, and goals. Gardner and Dent’s vision of an ideal school are very similar

     to other well-known educators, experts, Ph.D.’s, and theorists. Many are using their books, programs, and public forums to

     reach parents, educators, and legislators. Their cumulative message is clear: We must reform our current onesize-fits-all

     educational system now.

   


   In 1977, John Holt launched a magazine seen by many as “radical” for the seventies, especially considering the author’s professional

     background. John Holt was a devoted teacher and bestselling author of two books about school reform published in the sixties

     (he was to write ten during his lifetime). He hoped his books would be a catalyst for school reform. For many years he tried

     to reform schools through his writing and talking as an educator. But his message of how children really learn and how schools

     must honor the individual in each child fell on deaf ears in the very system he worked in and wanted to help reform. It was

     very hard both personally and professionally for Holt to give up his mission of reforming schools, but after many years he

     came to the conclusion that the task was impossible and began to advocate homeschooling. He created Growing Without Schooling to bypass schools and talk directly to parents. Holt felt parents could create an education at home that honored how children

     really learn after he saw firsthand how many homeschooling families were doing just that. Is the task impossible for our school

     system? Many educators believe that teaching to each child’s learning style, intelligence, and interests would be virtually

     impossible in our current school system.

   


   Bureaucrats, textbooks publishers, and other education companies have large stakes in our current school system. The massive

     changes that would be required of schools to enable them to provide customized education to each and every child are enormous.

     The chances of it happening in our lifetime are small. Will it happen? Only time will tell.

   


   Given the limited choices available for finding a customized education for your child in a public or private school, how can

     you create one at home? One that encourages a lifelong love of learning, where the subjects and materials to be covered are

     appropriate for their readiness and skill level, and where your child feels valued as a human being? Most likely you have

     already created it.

   


   THE IDEAL SCHOOL


   Can you imagine a school mission statement that promises the following?


   [image: art] Each child’s learning style will be identified and all material will be presented in a format that honors that style.


   [image: art] Each child’s “readiness” will be considered before he begins an area of learning.


   [image: art] Each child will be encouraged to follow her interests.


   [image: art] Each child will learn by doing.


   [image: art] Each child will be honored as an individual.


   [image: art] Each child will have downtime to play and just be a kid.


   [image: art] Each child will be encouraged to pursue his passion in life.


   [image: art] Each child’s special genius will be discovered, nurtured, and preserved.


   A school that can deliver these educational standards does exist. Families across the country have created this ideal school right in their homes. And you can too.

   




   Since the day your child was born, you have been helping him learn. You knew his signals, he did not have to be able to speak,

     you just knew. You helped him learn how to walk, talk, feed himself and explore his world. You naturally knew when to challenge

     him a bit and when to let nature take its course. You’ve been answering his questions since he was old enough to ask them.

     You’ve helped him explore the world with a constant eye on building his self-confidence during his explorations. It is said

     that human beings learn more during their first five years of life than at any other time. Why, then, when our children reach

     the age of five, do we automatically assume we are no longer qualified to help them learn? Our society has done a very good

     job convincing parents that “experts” must take over after their child is of school age. This long-held belief goes back to

     a time in our history when most parents had no education and could not even help their children learn basic skills such as

     reading and writing. This is no longer the case. With parents’ instinctive desire to help their children learn, the vast amounts

     of educational products available for home use, and resources for determining how children learn best, parents can provide

     an education for their child at home that far exceeds what is available in any private or public school.

   


   The facts about homeschooling speak for themselves:


   Homeschooled children are outperforming their conventionally schooled peers. According to a recent cover story in Time magazine, “... the average SAT score for home schoolers in 2000 was 1100, compared with 1019 for the general population.

     And a large study by University of Maryland education researcher Lawrence Rudner showed that the average home schooler scored

     in the 75th percentile on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills; the 50th percentile marked the national average. . . .” Today Harvard

     admissions officers attend homeschooling conferences looking for applicants, and Rice and Stanford admit home schoolers at

     rates equal to or higher than those for public schoolers.

     

      *

     

     

   


   As you read this book, you will gain confidence in your abilities to home-school your child. Remember, other parents (just

     like you) are homeschooling their children, and you are just as qualified as they are.

   


   At first you may lack confidence in your abilities to teach and in your child’s ability to learn. But remember that you were

     your child’s first teacher and you are still their best. No one cares about your child as much as you or knows her as well

     as you do. Many homeschooling parents have discovered that making the choice to homeschool and succeeding at it has taught

     them to trust themselves and given them the confidence to try other endeavors. Homeschooling is not for everyone, but for

     two million families in the United States, homeschooling has become not just an education, it has become a lifestyle where

     individuality is respected and strong family bonds are created.

   


   All parents share the universal belief that their child was born with special talents and gifts, their own special genius.

     Use that belief as your guiding principle as you create a superior education for your child in the ideal school—your home.

   


  

   CHAPTER TWO


   Questions and Answers About Homeschooling


   SINCE YOU’RE READING THIS BOOK, you’re obviously excited about exploring homeschooling. But with the excitement come doubts and questions. Home-schooling

     sounds easy, but how can it be easy? What about teaching algebra or, worse, chemistry? Won’t my child become a social misfit?

     Does my family have to be Christian, or start eating tofu and living on a mountaintop to homeschool?

   


      • Homeschooling is legal in all fifty states.


   • There are two million homeschoolers in the United States.


   • Homeschooling costs between $500 and $2,000 per child per year.


   • A few states have charter schools that help pay for homeschooling.


   • Homeschooled children score higher on academic tests than do public and private school students.


   • Homeschoolers do well on socialization evaluations.


   • You can work and homeschool your children.

   


   • You can homeschool if you’re in the military.


   • You can homeschool if you’re a single parent.




   Homeschool.com has helped thousands of parents make an informed decision about homeschooling, and the most frequently asked

     questions that most new-to-homeschooling parents have are answered in this chapter. Read them all or choose the ones that

     answer your specific questions. But remember these two things: (1) having doubts and a lot of questions is normal, and (2)

     don’t let your doubts stop you from exploring this incredible option for you and your children. Most likely, you attended

     a conventional school as a child and not having your children go to school is different. Different can be confusing and scary

     even when it feels right and makes sense. Keep reading and you will have the information and confidence to make an informed

     decision about homeschooling.

   


   This chapter provides an overview of the issues homeschoolers face. Each issue receives in-depth treatment in subsequent chapters,

     so use this FAQ list as a road map for the rest of the book. It will direct you to the issue of most concern to you. However,

     regardless of the age of your child, reading all chapters will benefit you. Even if your child is of high school age, you

     might want to read the history and science setions in the early years chapter (Chapter Four) since the information is important

     for older children too. Or if you have a younger child who is just beginning her formal education, we would suggest that you

     read the college chapter too. Hopefully, it will encourage you and put your fears to rest that if you homeschool your child

     she won’t be able to attend college.

   


   


   Q: What is homeschooling?


   A: Homeschooling is the most flexible and diverse educational option available today. The variety of homeschooling styles

     reflects the diversity of the people who choose this method. Some families organize their homeschool the same as a traditional

     school, with the children studying the same subjects the same way as public school students. Some families use the opposite

     approach and “un-school” their children—a far less structured approach where the children’s schedule is determined by their

     interests and readiness. Most homeschoolers, however, use an eclectic approach that is partly structured and partly interest-based.

     This method allows parents to pick and choose the classes and materials that meet their children’s needs. These may be college

     or co-op classes, pool teaching, charter schools, independent study programs, apprenticeships, volunteering, and a host of

     other options. Homeschooling is as unique as you are.

   


   


   Q: What type of families homeschool their children?


   A: Although homeschoolers are often stereotyped as hippies or religious fanatics, most homeschoolers are just normal parents

     who have decided to take charge of their children’s education. Homeschoolers are everywhere and come from all walks of life.

     They live in cities, in the suburbs, and in the country. They are doctors and janitors and public school teachers. Some homeschoolers

     have strong religious beliefs and some are nonbelievers. Homeschoolers are just like you.

   


      What do these people have in common?


   Jason Taylor (Miami Dolphins defensive end)


   Duane “Digger” Carey (astronaut)


   Hanson (popular singing group)


   Venus and Serena Williams (tennis champions)


   Garth Brooks (singer)


   Lisa Whelchel (actress)


   Rick Santorum (United States senator from Pennsylvania)


   Aaron Fessler (sold his business, Allegro, for $55 million)


   Sean Conley (first place winner, 2001 National Spelling Bee)


   Todd Lodwick (member United States ski team)


   Kitty Gilmore (United States marshal)


   Peter Kindersley (founder of Dorling Kindersley publishers)


   Ansel Adams (photographer)


   William F. Buckley (author/lecturer/speaker)


   LeAnn Rimes (country singer)


   All of these individuals were either homeschooled themselves or homeschool(ed) their children.




   Q: Is homeschooling legal?


   A: Homeschooling is legal in all fifty states and throughout Canada. Home-schooling is also becoming increasingly popular

     in Australia, New Zealand, England, and Japan. However, every state and province has its own laws regarding homeschooling

     and some are more “friendly” than others. Some homeschooling laws merely require you to let your local school district know

     that you will be homeschooling your children. Some laws require you to fill out paperwork as if you were a private school.

     If you are considering homeschooling, you will need to get information on the current laws in your area. State or local homeschool

     groups are often the best source of information. To learn more about the laws in your state, see Appendix C.

   


   


   Q: Why do families choose to homeschool?


   A: Families homeschool for a variety of different reasons. In the past, most families homeschooled for religious reasons,

     but now more and more families are choosing to homeschool for academic reasons and because they are concerned about the drugs,

     violence, and negative peer pressure so common in schools today. They also want to spend more time together as a family. Interestingly,

     teens are increasingly choosing to direct their own learning and have been contacting Homeschool.com seeking advice on how

     to convince their parents to homeschool them. Most of these young people are deeply unhappy with school and want the chance

     to explore something different. Regardless of the motivation, home-schooling parents are united by the same belief—a belief

     that they can do a better job educating their children than the schools can.

   


   


   Q: How many families choose to homeschool?


   A: The number of homeschoolers is estimated to be between 1.23 million and 2 million. It is the fastest growing trend in education,

     growing at a rate of 15 percent each year.

     

      *

     

     

   


   Q: How much does homeschooling cost?


   A: Depending on the choices you make, homeschooling can cost either a little or a lot. Generally, you can assume that homeschooling

     costs more than a public school education and less than a private school. If you had to, you could homeschool for free using

     public resources like libraries, PBS shows, museums, the Internet, and hand-me-down educational supplies.

   


   In general, homeschooling costs more if you use a boxed curriculum or sign up with an independent study program. For example,

     in 2001, a complete fifth-grade program costs $570 from Calvert School, $230 from Alpha Omega Publications, $550 from Clonlara,

     and $1,400 from Laurel Springs. Homeschooling costs are higher for teenagers than for elementary school students, and fees

     are normally charged on a per unit basis. Since many homeschool teens also take college classes, you will have to factor that

     into your educational budget.

   


   You will also want to budget additional funding for extracurricular activities such as soccer, gymnastics, martial arts, piano

     lessons, and the like. Since home-schooled children have more time, they tend to participate in more of these activities.

   


   The bottom line is that: (1) you have complete control over how much home-schooling will cost and (2) you can give your child

     a quality education no matter how much or how little money you have.

   


   


   Q: Can I work and homeschool my child too?


   A: Absolutely. Although many homeschooling families do have one parent who stays home full-time, many other parents have found

     ways to bring in an income and homeschool their children. Thousands of families have started small businesses, created a virtual office, found telecommuting

     positions or flextime work, and created the income they needed while homeschooling their children. The world is changing.

     Technologies like the Internet, cellular telephones, and portable computers are changing the way business is done, and this

     is creating more flexible employment options than ever before. Chapter Eight has information on telecommuting, flextime, job

     sharing, part-time work, and saving money (so you don’t have to work). With a little creativity, you can find a great job

     or start a business that allows you to work from home and homeschool your children.

   


   


   Q: What are the advantages of homeschooling?


   A: For many homeschoolers, one of the greatest benefits of homeschooling is the strengthening of family bonds. Homeschooling

     families spend lots of time learning and playing together and this naturally creates close ties between brothers and sisters

     and between children and parents. Homeschoolers also have a great deal of flexibility in how and what they learn, allowing

     them to learn about the “real world” by being part of it. These advantages allow homeschooled children to receive a superior

     education that is attuned specifically to their own needs, learning style, personality, and interests.
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