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This Early Reader eBook is best viewed in portrait and in a serif font.
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To everyone who has a birthday
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This is Cudweed.
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If you think he looks funny, you should see his mum
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and his dad.
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He has a big sister too, and she looks like this, almost normal.
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Almost.



If you think they all look a bit odd, you’d be right, but then, this is where they live.
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And you couldn’t live in a crazy castle like that and be normal, could you?

It’s the sort of place where odd and strange things happen. A lot. And this is the story of the odd and strange things that happened on Cudweed’s tenth birthday…
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Cudweed felt excited.

It was his tenth birthday, and a tenth birthday is a good reason to be excited.
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But he was worried too. He was worried for lots of reasons; the main reason was that he worries an awful lot of the time anyway, but he was also worrying just then about his birthday.



Supposing it wasn’t as exciting as it should be?

Supposing they had a birthday party and there were not enough crisps? Or none at all?
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And worst of all, supposing that he didn’t get what he wanted for his birthday?!



The result of feeling excited and worried was that Cudweed looked like this.
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His big sister, Solstice (you say it like this: “Sol-stiss”), walked past him in a corridor on the day before his birthday, and found him staring into space.



He looked as though he had turned into a stone statue, but in fact, he was thinking.
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Now thinking is one of the things that Cudweed finds difficult. He’s not very good at it, and so usually he tries not to do it at all.



‘Are you quite all right, Cudweed?’ asked Solstice. There was a large, old, cross-looking raven sitting on her shoulder.
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