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Rijksmuseum Tour


ORIENTATION


THE TOUR BEGINS


Gallery of Honor


Map: Rijksmuseum—Second Floor


Frans Hals (c. 1581-1666)


Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675)


Jan Steen (1626-1679)


Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669)


More Golden Age Treasures


The Rest of the Rijks


At Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum (“Rijks” rhymes with “bikes”), Holland’s Golden Age shines with the best collection anywhere of the Dutch Masters—from Vermeer’s quiet domestic scenes, to Steen’s raucous family meals, to Hals’ snapshot portraits, to Rembrandt’s moody brilliance.


The 17th century saw the Netherlands at the pinnacle of its power. Trade and shipping boomed, wealth poured in, and the arts flourished. Upper-middle-class businessmen hired artists to paint their portraits and decorate their homes with pretty still lifes and nonpreachy, slice-of-life art.


Dutch art is meant to be enjoyed, not studied. It’s straightforward, meat-and-potatoes art for the common man. On this visit, we’ll enjoy the beauty of everyday things rendered in exquisite detail. Set your cerebral cortex on “low” and let the art pass straight from the eyes to the heart, with minimal detours.



ORIENTATION M 



Cost: €15, not covered by I amsterdam Card.


Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00, last entry 30 minutes before closing.


Advance Tickets: You can avoid 30-minute ticket-buying lines by buying in advance online at www.rijksmuseum.nl, or from many hotels. Tickets bought in advance are good any time (no entry time specified). Buying online also lets you scoot to the front of the security line.


Avoiding Crowds: The museum is most crowded from April to September (especially April-June), on weekends, and during morning hours. It’s least crowded after 15:00.


Getting There: From Central Station, catch tram #2 or #5 (get off at Hobbemastraat). The museum entrance is located inside the public passageway that runs right through the center of the building.


Services: In the reception area called the Atrium, you’ll find a helpful info desk (with free maps), free baggage check, videoguide rental, WCs, cafés, and a gift shop.


Information: Tel. 020/674-7047, rijksmuseum.nl.


Length of This Tour: Allow 1.5 hours.


Cuisine Art: The Rijksmuseum Grand Café is in the Atrium. (No museum ticket required to eat here.) Beyond the museum complex, you’ll find the Cobra Café on Museumplein (daily 10:00-18:00, tel. 020/470-0111). Vondelpark and Museumplein are perfect for picnics.


Photography: Permitted but no flash.


Starring: Rembrandt van Rijn, Frans Hals, Johannes Vermeer, Jan Steen.
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The Rijksmuseum, on pleasant Museumplein
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The Atrium has tourist services.









THE TOUR BEGINS



[image: Image] From the lower level Atrium, pass through security and follow the crowds up the stairway on your left. Keep climbing to the second floor, arriving at the Great Hall. With its stained-glass windows and vaulted ceiling, this place feels like a cathedral of Dutch art. Now, follow the flow into the...



Gallery of Honor M 



This grand space was purpose-built to hold the Greatest Hits of the Golden Age, by the era’s biggest rock stars: Frans Hals, Vermeer, Jan Steen, and Rembrandt. The best of the era’s portraits, still lifes, landscapes, and slice-of-life “genre scenes” give us a close-up look at everyday life in this happy, affluent era.



Frans Hals (c. 1581-1666) M 



Frans Hals was the premier Golden Age portrait painter. Merchants hired him the way we’d hire a wedding photographer. With a few quick strokes, Hals captured not only the features, but also the personality.
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