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Chronology of Dickinson’s Life









	Year
	Age
	Life




	1830
	 
	Emily Dickinson born 10 December in Amherst, Massachusetts, USA, the second child, after Austin (1829–95), of lawyer Edward Dickinson and Emily Norcross Dickinson




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1833
	3
	Lavinia (‘Vinnie’) her sister born (d. 1899)




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1840
	10
	Grandfather Dickinson moves to Ohio; Edward sells his half of the family home, The Homestead, and the family move to another house in Amherst. Emily and Lavinia enter Amherst Academy, where students are taught a ‘modern’ curriculum including astronomy and pre-Darwinian geology




	 
	 
	 



	1842
	12
	Her father elected State Senator; re-elected 1843




	 
	 
	 



	
1846
	16
	Religious revival in Amherst; Dickinson expresses doubts to her friend Abiah Root




	1847
	17
	Enters Mount Holyoke Female Seminary




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1848
	18
	Withdraws from Mount Holyoke




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1850
	20
	Another religious revival in Amherst; her father and Lavinia and her friend, Susan Gilbert (1830–1913), join First Church of Christ




	1851
	21
	Travels with her sister to Boston




	1852
	22
	Her father, standing as a conservative Whig candidate, is elected to the US House of Representatives




	1853
	23
	Amherst–Belchertown railway opens, promoted by her father




	1854
	24
	Family visits Washington DC




	1855
	25
	Visits Washington and Philadelphia with her sister




	 
	 
	Edward moves his family back into The Homestead; Dickinson will stay here for the rest of her life. Defeated in November’s election, Edward sets up law partnership with Austin




	 
	 
	Health of mother declines; henceforth Dickinson and Lavinia run household




	
1856
	26
	Austin joins First Church and marries Susan Gilbert who becomes intimate friend of Dickinson’s




	1857
	27
	Emerson lectures in Amherst and stays with Austin and Susan; Dickinson does not attend and gradually begins to withdraw from society




	1858
	28
	Writing poetry seriously




	1859
	29
	Meets Catherine (Kate) Scott (later Anthon); they are close friends for six years




	1860
	30
	Rev Charles Wadsworth visits her




	1861
	31
	Springfield Republican prints poem ‘I taste a liquor never brewed’ altered and titled ‘The May-Wine’




	 
	 
	 



	1862
	32
	In 1862–3 writes about 300 poems but undergoes a personal crisis. Shares Amherst’s grief for loss of men killed in the Civil War




	 
	 
	Thomas Wentworth Higginson discourages her from publishing her poems




	 
	 
	 



	1864
	34
	In Boston for seven months for eye treatment. Two more poems printed




	1865
	35
	About a thousand poems written by the end of this year




	1866
	36
	Springfield Republican prints ‘A narrow Fellow in the Grass’ in a much-altered form




	1867
	37
	Austin supervises building of new First Church opposite his house




	1872
	42
	Edward Dickinson resigns as Treasurer of Amherst College and Austin succeeds him




	1873
	43
	Edward elected to Massachusetts House of Representatives as independent candidate




	1874
	44
	Edward dies suddenly in Boston. Austin and Susan’s third child Gilbert, born




	
1875
	45
	Mother Emily henceforth bedridden with paralysis




	1876
	46
	Helen Hunt Jackson (1830–85), Amherst-born poet, becomes literary friend and begs her to publish




	1878
	48
	‘Success is counted sweetest’ published anonymously at Jackson’s urging




	 
	 
	Samuel Bowles, editor of Springfield Republican, dies




	 
	 
	 



	1880
	50
	Judge Otis Lord calls frequently at The Homestead and discusses marriage but is turned down




	 
	 
	 



	1882
	52
	Mother Emily dies




	 
	 
	Rev Charles Wadsworth dies




	 
	 
	Austin begins long affair with Mabel Loomis Todd




	1883
	53
	Nephew Gilbert dies




	1884
	54
	Judge Lord dies




	 
	 
	First attack of kidney disease




	1885
	55
	Helen Hunt Jackson dies




	 
	 
	 



	1886
	55
	Dies of kidney disease




	1890
	 
	First selection of poetry published







Chronology of her Times




	Year
	Literary Context

	Historical Events




	1830
	Stendhal, Le Rouge et le noir

	Revolutionary uprisings in central Europe




	 
	 
	William IV King of England




	 
	 
	Louis-Philippe crowned




	1831
	Whittier, Legends of New England

	Nat Turner’s rebellion in Virginia




	 
	 
	Revolutions suppressed by Austria




	1832
	Death of Scott

	President Andrew Jackson re-elected




	 
	Death of Goethe

	 



	1833
	Balzac, Eugenie Grandet

	Telegraph invented




	1835
	de Tocqueville, Democracy in America

	John Quincy Adams elected President




	1836
	Ralph Waldo Emerson, ‘Nature’

	Texas declares independence




	 
	 
	People’s Charter in England




	1837
	Emerson, ‘The American Scholar’

	Queen Victoria crowned




	 
	 
	Morse’s electric telegraph




	 
	 
	American business collapse




	1838
	Poe, Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym

	First Atlantic steamships




	1840
	Dana, Two Years Before The Mast

	Opium War




	 
	Cooper, The Pathfinder

	US population reaches 17 million




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1841
	Emerson, Essays, First Series

	John Tyler elected President




	1842
	Longfellow, Ballads and Other Poems

	Chartists’ second petition




	1843
	 
	Texas annexed from Mexico




	
1844
	Dickens, Martin Chuzzlewit

	Oregon boundary dispute between Britain and the US




	 
	Emerson, Essays, Second Series

	Telegraph line from Washington to Baltimore




	1846
	Melville, Typee

	US-Mexico War




	 
	 
	Oregon settlement




	1847
	Thackeray, Vanity Fair

	Mormons settle in Utah




	 
	Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights

	Irish Potato Famine




	 
	Longfellow, Evangeline

	American troops occupy Mexico




	 
	Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre

	 



	1848
	Death of Emily Bronte

	Mexico cedes Texas and California to US




	 
	Lowell, Poems and Biglow Papers

	California Gold Rush




	1849
	Thoreau, ‘Civil Disobedience’

	Zachary Taylor elected President




	 
	Parkman, The Oregon Trail

	 



	 
	Death of Poe

	 



	1850
	Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter

	Death of President Taylor




	 
	 
	US population reaches 23 million




	 
	Tennyson, In Memoriam

	Fugitive Slave Law passed




	1851
	Melville, Moby Dick

	Coup d’e´tat in Paris




	1852
	Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin

	 



	1853
	Dickens, Bleak House

	Franklin Pierce elected President




	 
	 
	Railway from New York to Chicago




	1854
	Thoreau, Walden

	Kansas–Nebraska Act




	 
	Dickens, Hard Times

	Outbreak of the Crimean War




	1855
	Whitman, Leaves of Grass

	 



	 
	Longfellow, Song of Hiawatha

	 



	 
	Death of Charlotte Brontë

	 



	
1856
	Turgenev, Rudin

	End of Crimean War




	 
	Elizabeth Barrett Browning,

	James Buchanan elected President




	 
	Aurora Leigh

	 



	1857
	Flaubert, Madame Bovary

	Indian Mutiny




	 
	Lowell, Editor, Atlantic Monthly

	 



	1858
	 
	Great Eastern launched




	 
	 
	First marine cable to Europe




	1859
	Darwin, On the Origin of Species

	Burning of Summer Palace, Beijing




	1860
	Death of Schopenhauer Eliot, Mill on the Floss

	Abraham Lincoln elected President




	1861
	Dostoevsky, Notes from the House of the Dead

	Outbreak of American Civil War




	 
	Death of Elizabeth Barret Browning

	 



	1862
	 
	Homestead Act




	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	1863
	Tolstoy, The Cossacks

	Emancipation proclamation




	 
	 
	Battle of Gettysburg




	1864
	Death of Hawthorne

	General Sherman captures Savannah




	1865
	Kipling and Yeats born

	Civil War ends Lincoln assassinated




	1866
	Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment

	Fourteenth Amendment




	 
	 
	Transatlantic cable laid




	 
	 
	Ulysses S. Grant elected President




	1872
	Eliot, Middlemarch

	 



	 
	 
	 



	1874
	Frost, Lowell and Stein born
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