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Chapter 1

“Let’s take a long trip round Europe,” said Mrs Nightingale to Mr Nightingale, “like other rich people do.”

By the time they got home they had had two daughters. Each was named after the city she was born in. Parthenope … and Florence.
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The Nightingales lived in a house in Derbyshire. It was a very big house, but not big enough for Mrs Nightingale.

So they bought a bigger house in Hampshire too.
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Florence had lots of toys and pets to play with – and twenty-seven cousins.
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