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Exam tips


Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers


Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries





•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book



Much of the knowledge and understanding needed for AS geography builds on what you have learned for GCSE geography, but with an added focus on geographical skills and techniques, and concepts. This guide offers advice for the effective revision of AS Unit 2: Human geography, which all students need to complete.


The AS 2 external exam paper tests your knowledge and application of aspects of human geography with a particular focus on population, settlements and the geography of development. The exam lasts 1 hour 15 minutes. The unit makes up 40% of the AS award or 16% of the final A-level grade.


To be successful in this unit you have to understand:





•  the key ideas of the content;



•  the nature of the assessment material — by reviewing and practising sample structured questions; and



•  how to achieve a high level of performance within the examination.





This guide has two sections:


Content guidance — this section summarises some of the key information that you need to know to be able to answer the examination questions with a high degree of accuracy and depth. In particular, the meaning of key terms is made clear and some attention is paid to providing details of case study material to help to meet the spatial context requirement within the specification. Students will also benefit from noting the Exam tips that will provide further help in determining how to learn key aspects of the course. Knowledge check questions are designed to help learners to check their depth of knowledge — why not get someone else to ask you these?


Questions & Answers — this section includes several sample questions similar in style to those you might expect in the exam. There are some sample student responses to these questions as well as detailed analysis, which will give further guidance in relation to what exam markers are looking for to award top marks.


The best way to use this book is to read through the relevant topic area first before practising the questions. Only refer to the answers and examiner comments after you have attempted the questions.





Content Guidance



Topic 1 Population


Population data


National census taking


The Office of National Statistics (2010) notes the following:




A census is a count of the population. We have to have one in the UK every 10 years to find out more about who we are as a nation. We ask everyone to tell us a little bit about themselves to help census users decide how best to plan, fund and deliver the everyday services we all need — like housing, education, healthcare and transport.





Brief history of the census


Within the UK, a full census has been taken every ten years since 1801 (apart from 1941). The amount of information collected has increased over the years, with many of the questions providing information on the population trends, resources and requirements for public services in an area. The census is seen as a static measure, as it takes a snapshot of the population of a country on a particular day.



The census in MEDCs


The most recent census in the UK (an example of a more economically developed country, or MEDC) took place on Sunday 27 March 2011. This information can support government services in the following ways.





•  Population: knowing how many people are living in an area helps the government allocate funding where it is needed.



•  Education: the census helps to plan the location and changes needed to education services required in the future.



•  Health and disability: health services can be planned to make sure that healthcare is concentrated in the areas where it will be most needed.



•  Housing: housing needs can be better planned if the authorities know what the demand is now and what it will be in the future.



•  Employment: information can be used to help plan jobs and training needs.



•  Ethnic groups: census information can be used to help allocate resources and ensure that all groups are treated fairly.



•  Transport: working out how and where people travel to work can help the government to understand pressures on our transport system and improve public transport.
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Knowledge check 1


Why is the census useful to national governments?
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The census in LEDCs


In recent years, the United Nations (UN) has supported a large number of less economically developed countries (LEDCs) in improving their demographic data collection, but there can still be issues regarding the management and quality of data collection.


Data collection and reliability issues


Collecting the information across countless small villages and towns can be difficult and can compromise the accuracy of the data.





•  Literacy levels: poor education rates in many LEDCs mean that few people can read and write, and many would be unable to complete a written census form.



•  Lifestyles: nomadic tribes and families can be difficult to find and might migrate across international boundaries. In Kenya, the logistics for collecting information from the ‘pastoral communities’ require more resources.



•  Size: large countries with countless scattered villages (e.g. India) can make the process of census organisation difficult.



•  Fluid population: centres of mass migratory population, like the shanty towns in São Paulo, Brazil, have a transient population, which is difficult to analyse.



•  Cost: many LEDCs do not have the money to spend on such a task.



•  Mapping inaccuracies: households might be left out if the mapping of areas is incomplete.



•  Transport difficulties: it can be difficult for enumerators to gain access to some places, which can be made worse by seasonal rains or weather patterns.



•  Cultural traits: in some areas of the Middle East, male enumerators are not permitted to interview women.



•  Language barriers: tribal/ethnic languages can sometimes cause obstacles. In Cameroon, for example, there are more than 30 different language groups.



•  Lack of reference: some people are not aware of what age they are, as they have no real point of reference from which to work this out.
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Exam tip


Make sure that you understand the key issues behind census reliability in LEDCs and MEDCs. Issues with data collection practices in LEDCs are more obvious than in MEDCs, but questions on reliability issues can also be asked in relation to MEDCs.
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Vital registration


Vital registration is a more dynamic aspect of population data, where the number of births and deaths within a country is monitored every day and is always changing. People are required to register births, still-births, deaths and marriages. This has been compulsory in the UK since 1847.


Registration of births


Usually a birth in Northern Ireland needs to be registered within 42 days. Often information is collected within the maternity ward of the hospital and parents can then pick up a birth or adoption certificate from the General Register Office for Northern Ireland (GRONI).


Registration of deaths


A death should be registered as soon as possible to allow funeral arrangements to go ahead and no later than 5 days from the date of occurrence except where the matter has to be dealt with by a coroner. The person registering the death must go to the registrar with the medical certificate showing the cause of death.


Vital registration measures are extremely reliable in MEDCs and within LEDCs. Most LEDCs have some form of mechanism for registering the birth of a baby, however, there are some places where a written record of births is still not kept. There can be falsification claims for both births and deaths. This is more likely for deaths as associated family members might have more to gain from getting a certificate to say that a family member is deceased.
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Knowledge check 2


What might be a potential issue for the reliability of vital registration in an MEDC?
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Case study


MEDC: population data in Northern Ireland (part of the UK)


How census data are collected


The census is a paper questionnaire that is delivered by post to each household across the UK. The Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) notes that: ‘Everyone was asked the same questions on the same day so that we could get a snapshot of the population. This information is used to estimate the number of people and households in each area, and their characteristics.’ A team of ‘enumerators’ then collects the completed surveys in the weeks that follow before the answers are scanned into computers using optical readers. However, for the first time in 2011, householders were given a code that gave them the option of completing their census form online. Over 94% of respondents returned their census form and a high level of quality assurance checking was carried out to ensure the validity of the completed forms.


The most recent census in the UK took place on Sunday 27 March 2011. NISRA organised the census in Northern Ireland.


A Census Advisory Group begins to plan each ten-year census many years in advance. Legislation is required in the UK Parliament and the Northern Ireland assembly to allow the census to take place. A variety of surveys will then take place to make sure that the quality of the census is assured and that the census is harmonised with the census held in the other regions of the UK. A small pilot study, or Census Rehearsal, is usually carried out 2 years before the main event.


The 2011 census in Northern Ireland is estimated to have cost around £22 million between 2008 and 2014. The 2011 census for England and Wales is estimated to have cost £482 million over the same period.


The reliability of census data


The UK census is one of the most reliable in the world. However, issues can affect the reliability of the results.





•  Government interference: some people, e.g. those that might be claiming unemployment benefit while also working, might want to avoid the government knowing they are in employment and give false information.



•  Confidentiality issues: some people do not want the government to have information on file about them and therefore refuse to fill in the form.



•  Language, sight and special needs: some people find it difficult to read or to understand the questions on the form and might need help.





Questions on the UK census


The most important feature of the census is the range of questions that it asks.


Demographic questions: how many people live in your household? What gender the people who live here? How long have you lived in the UK? Were you born outside the UK?


Social questions: what passport do you hold? How would you describe your national identity? What is your ethnic group? What religion do you belong to? What is your main language?


Economic questions: how many cars or vans are owned, or available for use, by members of this household? What qualifications do you have? What is your main job? How many hours a week do you usually work? How do you usually travel to your main place of work?


Use made of the census data


Much of the information collected from the census is released through the NISRA website. There is a wide range of formats available to present and analyse the census information.





•  Standard output tables: A wide selection of tables are released in order to share the information the census teams collect.



•  Geographical Information Systems (GIS) information: NISRA releases some of the census information in a GIS format, called NINIS. Usually this information takes a few years to process and be uploaded to the NISRA website. This information can be viewed at a wide range of scales and outputs including area maps and interactive content.



•  Forward planning: The Northern Ireland census provides information so that the government can plan for future years. Important decisions can be made as to what services should be funded in the future.





Vital registration in Northern Ireland


In Northern Ireland births are registered within 42 days. In most cases the birth details are collected within 24 hours from the maternity ward where a baby is born. The record of birth is called a ‘birth certificate’ and this is usually required in order to allow a child to engage with particular government services like free healthcare and education. Parents can collect the birth certificate from local registrar general offices, which are usually found within local council offices. Deaths are registered very quickly and this must be done before funeral arrangements can be carried out. The legal implications for both certificates mean that this method of collection is very reliable and there are few births or deaths that go unrecorded. The only exception is that some children born at home rather than in hospital may be missed out.
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Knowledge check 3


What are the main issues of reliability for an MEDC census?
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Case study


LEDC: population data in Kenya


How census data are collected


In a recent census carried out in Kenya on 24–5 August 2009, enumerators were trained to visit precise areas and count the number of people living in each. The census included questions on age, sex, tribe or nationality, religion, birth place, orphanhood, number of children, job, number of livestock, main source of water, main type of cooking fuel and access to different aspects of ICT (radio, television, mobile phone, landline and computer).


The Kenya National Bureau of Statistics notes that a census is ‘the total process of collecting, compiling, evaluating, analysing and publishing or otherwise disseminating demographic, economic and social data pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a country.’


The 2009 census cost 8.4 billion Kenyan Shillings (around £58 million). Around 26,000 supervisors, 112,000 enumerators and over 100,000 village elders were involved in collecting the 12 million questionnaires.


The reliability of census data


Data collection took place in the week beginning 24 August 2009. In an effort to improve reliability, the Kenyan president designated the first day of the census (25 August) as a census/public holiday.


There were a number of constraints and challenges that affected the collection of information in Kenya.





•  Delayed payment: there was unrest among some of the census enumerators as there was confusion regarding the employment and payment of some of the workers. Some did not receive the money they had earned as they did not have proper bank accounts and this interfered with the pace and detail collected throughout the process.



•  Nomadic/pastoral population: there were challenges in collecting detailed information across the big distances and difficult terrain. Drought conditions in some parts of the country also meant that there was more nomadic movement than usual, some across international boundaries.



•  Ethnic tensions: there was some sensitivity in relation to some of the ethnicity (tribe) questions. In some cases people were reluctant to reveal their ethnic background.





Questions on the Kenyan census


The main method of collection was a household survey where all the people who had spent the census night were included. The questions tried to generate information on the sex, age, marital status and place of birth for each person. In addition the census asked questions on disability, the use of ICT, household amenities, assets, livestock and recent births and deaths in the household. A very important question asked people about their ethnic background.


Use made of census data


The Kenyan National Bureau of Statistics notes that the information gathered by the census, ‘helps determine locations for schools, roads, hospitals and more…it provides all levels of governments, business, industry, media, academia and independent organisations with social, economic and demographic information needed for making decisions.’


Businesses can also use the information to help them locate services and housing. The 2009 census in Kenya was also going to help redraw some of the election boundaries for parliamentary elections.


The results were collated so that the government would be able to better plan and manage the economic and social needs of the country. Detailed census results have been made available for download from the Bureau of Statistics website.


Vital registration in Kenya


The reliability of vital registration data has improved within many LEDCs in recent years. In Kenya a campaign was launched in 2005 to improve the reliability of vital statistics. Up to that point only 34% of the rural population and 84% of the urban population were registered. A universal birth and death registration programme has now been implemented where parents must complete a notification form at the tribal chief’s office when a child is born — but this process can still take up to 2 years.
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Exam tip


Make sure that you are able to compare the reliability of both of the case study countries and be able to compare the different aspects of each.
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Summary





•  A census is a survey of the population. In most countries this is carried out as a written or online questionnaire/form that heads of household must complete.



•  In the majority of countries a census is carried out every 10 years.



•  A census is a static measure of population as it takes a snapshot of the population make-up of a country.



•  Each national census has questions that are specific to the particular needs of that country. In Northern Ireland, the census questions can be divided up into three distinct categories: demographic, social and economic.



•  A census taken in an MEDC is likely to be at least 99.9% accurate. However, there can still be issues related to governmental interference, confidentiality and access to the census form.



•  Vital registration is a dynamic aspect of population data where the numbers of births and deaths in a country are monitored.



•  In most MEDCs vital registration is carried out at a local government level and reliability is close to 100%.



•  In LEDCs there are issues of reliability as many countries have yet to develop universal registration practices and laws. In general, the more rural the community, the more difficult it can be to register a birth.



•  The last census to take place in Northern Ireland was taken on 27 March 2011. This census was at least 94% reliable and included some demographic, social and economic questions. The census data were released using the NISRA website over a number of years and a variety of outputs including the use of interactive GIS maps. The collection of vital registration in Northern Ireland is extremely accurate.
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