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The first time I ever visited Pixar I saw The Table.


There, in a conference room, they’ve got this gigantic table. The kind you’d see in a movie about a sinister corporation, shot from a low angle in one of those slicing-up-the-world board meetings.


Atop the table is a jumble of whatever trinkets, gewgaws, knickknacks, and other objects the Pixar employees happen upon when traveling. Roadside keepsakes, souvenirs—anything that catches someone’s eye, whether it’s for the object’s design supremacy or, more often, the accidental grace it carries despite its cheap, mass-produced nature. And not all the objects are manufactured—there are shells, and stones, and bits of wood and bone that, for whatever reason, made someone look twice, someone who after looking twice, in turn, made sure the object found its way to The Table.


The artists and designers occasionally drop by the room and pace The Table, letting the visual symphony wash over them, seeing if it jars loose a creative ember, especially when the grass of their inner, imaginative vistas has gone sere and yellow.


Many a signature detail in a Pixar film has its origin on The Table. Some of those are front and center on-screen—a sleek vehicle in The Incredibles, a doll-repair kit in Toy Story 2, a curve of reef in Finding Nemo. But some are happy to lurk in the background, to add emotional weight to a scene in a way you can’t quite put your finger on but that stays with you long after the movie’s over. Pay extra-close attention to the architecture of the dream city at the beginning of Monsters, Inc., and then notice what’s happening to it at the end. It’s there—another story being told—but just at the edge of your vision, consciousness, and memory.


You hold in your hands Harper’s version of Pixar’s Table: at the back of every issue, and now collected for the first time, their Findings column. A jumble of facts, discoveries, and developments, micro and macro, in and about our world. Unspooling with seeming randomness, like a flow-of-consciousness Teletype from the center of the universe.


There are moments when you wander around The Table that subtle symmetries seem to tease you. Is that chunk of feldspar eerily similar, in shape and size, to that Bakelite figurine? Is the font on that matchbook a first cousin to the veins on that palm frond? And on and on. Vanilla yogurt gives mice glossier coats and larger testicles. War is making Iraqi children shorter. Are these somewhere—no matter how far apart—on the same spectrum? We live in a universe that contains both. As well as us. So we’re all connected. Yogurt, mice, and war.


This is how your mind will rewire itself as you dive into this book. And please don’t just sit and read it from the beginning. Flip to a random page. Start reading in the middle. Let yourself move backward and forward, jump pages and paragraphs. Let yourself be a pond snail on crystal meth (they’re in there) or a suddenly more charitable person at the top of an escalator (you’ll see). Let this book be your Table. And send those embers out on the wind.


—Patton Oswalt














FINDINGS














Rude sales staff increase the desirability of luxury goods.
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Americans who have just ridden an up escalator are twice as likely to donate to charity as those who have just ridden a down escalator.
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Japanese scientists mapped the dopamine-based reward system that encourages women, when looking at themselves without makeup on, to apply makeup.
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Danish doctors unveiled an antidepressant helmet.
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Kentucky is the saddest state.
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Injury to the right parietal lobe correlates with a feeling of closeness to God.
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The hearts of a Swedish church choir were found to beat in synchrony.


 


Scientists do not know why cranes sometimes dance alone.
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Tylenol may reduce existential dread.
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Particle physicists were optimistic about the possibility of creating something out of nothing, because nothing is actually something.


 


Swiss researchers induced in test subjects the sensation of being surrounded by ghosts.
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Children in a marshmallow study will eat the marshmallow if they believe researchers have abandoned them.
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Children universally dislike clown wallpaper and find it “frightening” and “unknowable.”
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Girls are four times better than boys at growing up with heroin-addict parents.
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Rich children are better at filtering out irrelevant stimuli.
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Rich parents favor firstborn children more than poor parents do.


 


Doctors found that some American children are prevented from playing outside because their parents dress them too fancily.
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American children were eating more batteries.


 


[image: image]


A rise in anal sex among teenagers was noted by researchers at the Bradley Hasbro Children’s Research Center.
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A Croatian boy previously thought to be magnetic was more recently thought simply to be very sticky.
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Targeted social rejection activates the inflammatory response of adolescent girls.
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Babies as young as eight months enjoy seeing bad puppets punished.


 


Bostonian teenagers who drink too much soda are likelier to carry guns.
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War was making Iraqi children shorter.


 


The faces of Lego people have been growing angrier.
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Evolutionary biologists proposed that men in the West had reached “peak beard.”
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Czech and German deer still do not cross the Iron Curtain.
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A Russian zoologist found that stray Muscovite dogs have adjusted to post-Soviet urban life by commuting from the suburbs on trains. The dogs prefer the front-and rearmost cars and occasionally miss their stops when they fall asleep.
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An earless rabbit was born in Fukushima, Japan.
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Scientists fear that the white black bears of western Canada may disappear.


 


Columbus may have caused the Little Ice Age.
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An Arizona cosmologist urged scientists to search for a “shadow biosphere” that may exist, undetected, alongside our own. Shadow life, it has been suggested, would be descended of a “second genesis” and would prove that life on Earth evolved twice over.
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A Florida synthetic-biology lab announced the creation of a chemical compound capable of Darwinian evolution but said that the compound was not yet capable of living on its own. “It is not self-sustaining,” explained the lab’s head scientist. “You have to have a graduate student stand there and feed it.”
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Attentive fathers tend to have smaller testicles.
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NFL quarterbacks play better if they are better looking.
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Facial scars make men more appealing to women for short-term but not long-term relationships, with women preferring scars that suggest violence or trauma rather than acne or chicken pox.
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Vanilla yogurt gives mice glossier coats and larger testicles.
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Scientists in New Guinea discovered a new genus of mice, which they described as “very, very beautiful.”


 


A team of paleontologists suggested that dinosaurs developed wings to attract mates. “Maybe they ran around with their arms outstretched,” said the lead researcher, “to show off how pretty their feathers were.”
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Researchers discovered how owls crane their necks. “Brain-imaging specialists like me,” said a neuroradiologist, “have always been puzzled as to why rapid, twisting head movements did not leave thousands of owls lying dead on the forest floor from stroke.”
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A pox ravaged Japanese plums and one Arizona hummingbird.
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German police were disappointed in the performance of Sherlock Holmes, a cadaver vulture, who confuses animal and human remains and prefers walking to flying; junior cadaver vultures Miss Marple and Columbo, said the birds’ trainer, “can’t do anything besides fight with each other.”
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It was determined that ancient Egyptians fed snails to dead ibises.
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Methuselina, the oldest ewe in the world, died in a fall from a cliff.
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A Florida scientist definitively identified the G-spot of an eighty-three-year-old corpse.
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In Scotland, most adults say it is acceptable for a man to marry his widow’s sister.
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Australian researchers were trying to solve the problem of humans outliving their eyes.
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A third of male Londoners suffer from penis blindness.


 


In western Iran, the growing popularity of taqaandan, a pastime in which the top half of the erect penis is wrenched sharply to one side and “popped,” and which has led to an epidemic of penile fractures, was becoming a public-health concern. “The practice of taqaandan is increasing,” said urologist Javaad Zargooshi, “and we don’t know why.”
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It was revealed that British spies formerly used human semen as invisible ink; the practice fell from favor owing to the manifestation of a foul odor when fresh semen was not used and owing to mockery directed at the technology’s inventor.
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Conservativeness strongly correlates with a preference for name-brand mayonnaise.
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Serving sizes in images of the Last Supper were found to have grown by two-thirds over the past millennium.
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A newly translated Coptic text alleged Judas’ kiss to have been necessitated by Jesus’ ability to shape-shift.
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Teleporting a human into space at 30 GHz would take 4.85 quadrillion years.


 


Researchers turned a snail into a 7-milliwatt battery that can be recharged by feeding the snail.
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The U.S. military reported progress in its cyborg-insect program and in building robots that can power themselves by eating the bodies of those they kill; the developers have promised that all “EATR” robots will be told not to eat people.




OEBPS/images/Art_P49.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P47.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P48.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P45.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P46.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P43.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P44.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P41.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_ctorn.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P42.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P40.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P7.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P8.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P9.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P3.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P18.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P4.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P19.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P5.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P16.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P6.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P14.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P15.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P12.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P56.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P13.jpg
W
) ;@
T‘l \j} F}
\\\
N a






OEBPS/images/Art_P57.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P10.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P54.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P11.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P55.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P52.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P53.jpg
*UH rusf el
AW @"Se
~ \4
=‘ Ai [
Newﬂm}“’@
. Lss Eukof’ﬂ*‘

\ =





OEBPS/images/Art_P50.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P51.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781455530489.jpg
& ’prom HAP\PF_RS majazine

/Find mgs

AN ILLUSTRATED COLLECTION

with o Foreword
by Pﬂ#ﬂn Ofwa/f

% By RAFIL KROLL- ZA/D/
Jo et by GRAHAM ROUMIEU





OEBPS/images/9781455530489_c.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P29.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P27.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P25.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P26.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P23.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P24.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P21.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P22.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P20.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P2.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P38.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P39.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P36.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P37.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P34.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P35.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P32.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P33.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P30.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P31.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_tit.jpg
PINDINGS

An Illustrated Collection
FROM HARPERS MAGAZINE
,N@
RAFIL KROLL-ZAIDI
ART BY GRAHAM ROUMIEU

With a Foreword by Patton Oswalt

EEEEEE

4?*”





