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Introduction


Italien ist ein geographischer Begriff. [Italy is a geographical expression.]


Prince Metternich, the Austrian Chancellor in 1849


It is necessary to remember that, although there have always been Italians, there has not always been an Italian nation. Even so, few nations can reflect upon a more flamboyant history filled with such outstanding achievements as Italy.


Today, some 1,500 years after its demise, many Italians would consider the greatest period in their history to have been that of Imperial Rome. Between the eighth century BC and the fifth century AD, the Roman Empire grew to extend from Britain in the north to Egypt in the south and from Portugal in the west to Iraq in the east. It first created and then preserved one of the greatest civilizations of the ancient world and the Romans grew wealthy on the spoils of their conquests.


Victorious Roman legions brought with them justice and peace, Pax Romana, as well as a system of government, their language, Latin, a system of well-structured roads, and the often cruel entertainment provided at amphitheatres. The emblem of the Roman magistrate was an axe buried in a bundle of rods, the fasces. In the twentieth century this was to be adopted as a symbol by the supporters of Benito Mussolini who called themselves Fascists. As we shall see, the Italian dictator promised to recreate the glory of ancient Rome by restoring the ruins of the Pantheon, the arch of Constantine and Vespasian’s great amphitheatre, the Colosseum. Today evidence of the quality of Roman architecture can still be seen by visitors to the remains of ill-fated Pompeii at the foot of Mount Vesuvius.


It was during the latter period of the Empire that the Christian Church was first established in Rome. St Peter’s authority for founding the Church was based on the pronouncement of Jesus Christ, ‘Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my church.’ In AD 337, during the reign of the Emperor Constantine, Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire. Fifty years later, the bishop of Rome was given the title ‘Pope’ and was recognized as the head of the Roman Catholic Church. Successive popes were to become not only spiritual leaders but also temporal or worldly rulers and important political figures.
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Figure 0.1 The extent of the Roman Empire


The glory of Rome was not to last. In AD 410 the sacking of the city by the Goths effectively marked the end of the Roman Empire and during the centuries that followed Italy existed as a series of independent states on the fringe of what was known as the Holy Roman Empire. By the middle of the thirteenth century many of the states had fallen under foreign domination.


In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, during a period known as the Renaissance, Italy saw a revival of an interest in learning and particularly Greek and Roman culture. The movement, which started in Florence, witnessed the emergence of a number of great painters and sculptors that included Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Michelangelo, Titian, Donatello and Masaccio.


It was Napoleon Bonaparte’s victorious campaign in Italy in 1796 that first gave Italians the experience of having a national identity, but after the French emperor’s defeat in 1815 the country lapsed back into its former chaotic condition. In 1849 the Austrian Chancellor famously discounted Italy when he referred to the country as ‘ein geographischer Begriff’ – ‘a geographical expression’.


When it came, the heroes of the Italian struggle to unify their country, the Risorgimento (Figure 0.2), were the republican-minded patriot Giuseppe Mazzini, the heroic adventurer Giuseppe Garibaldi and the Piedmontese aristocrat Count Camillo Cavour. They had enormous difficulties to overcome – regional differences and self-interest, poor communications and the opposition of both the Austrian Habsburgs who dominated the north of the country and Pope Pius IX who sought to safeguard his interests and his lands, the Papal States – before national unity was finally achieved.


During the 1850s and 1860s it was Cavour’s state of Piedmont that championed the cause of Italian unification. A major step forward came in 1859 when Cavour won the support of France for a war against Austria and, as a result, a number of states overthrew their autocratic regimes and united with Piedmont. Elsewhere, Garibaldi’s campaigns in Sicily and the Kingdom of Naples brought unification even closer. In 1861, at a ceremony in Turin, Victor Emmanuel II, King of Piedmont, was declared the ‘King of Italy’. Now only Venetia and Rome needed to be won over before national integration was complete. In 1866 Venetia was included in the new Italy as a reward for joining Prussia in a war against Austria and in 1870 Italian troops occupied Rome. This meant that the struggle for Italian unification was over and the country had a true capital city. The statesman Massimo d’Azeglio indicated that his compatriots still faced a problem of identity when he commented: ‘Now that we have made Italy, it is necessary for us to create Italians.’
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Figure 0.2 Italy at the time of the Risorgimento with the dates of accession of the Italian territories.
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The Italy into which Mussolini was born


In this chapter we will learn about:




	Mussolini’s family background


	the political, economic and social structure of Italy in the 1880s


	the relationship between the Church and the Italian State


	
the years of transformismo



	anarchism, socialism and reasons for discontent


	the political career of Giovanni Giolitti.





The country [Italy] is sick politically and morally, but the principal cause is that the classes in power have been spending massive sums on themselves, and have obtained the money almost entirely from the poorer classes of society.


                  Giovanni Giolitti (1842–1928) in a speech made in 1900


[image: art]


The Mussolini family


On 29 July 1883, in a run-down house in the hamlet of Verano di Costa close to the village of Predappio, a baby son was born to Alessandro and Rosa Mussolini. He was christened Benito Andrea Amilcare – ‘Benito’ after the Mexican republican leader Benito Juarez, who had earlier led an uprising against the domination of his homeland by the Church and aristocracy. Mussolini’s birthplace included a room that was set aside as the village school in which his mother was a teacher. Mussolini’s father, Alessandro, was the son of a poor peasant who was a staunch left-wing republican. A blacksmith with no formal education, he had taught himself to read and write. Alessandro was regarded as a man of strong character and a strict disciplinarian who was given to heavy drinking and womanizing. His wife Rosa’s earnings a schoolmistress provided most of the family income. A devout Catholic, she saw to it that her children were baptized and attended church regularly. The couple had two other children, a son, Arnaldo, born in 1885, and a daughter, Edvige, born three years later. Following his birth, there were fears that the young Benito might be dumb, but he eventually learned to speak and soon appeared to be quite a bright child.


Living on such meagre earnings meant that the Mussolini family home was very sparsely furnished and the food plain, usually black bread and soup on weekdays with a little meat on Sundays. As a local socialist councillor, Alessandro welcomed political agitators to his home and on several occasions his own political activities led to his arrest. With little time to show his children any paternal affection, he brought them up to be aware of the injustices that existed in Italian society and of the oppression that workers and their families suffered at the hands of the upper classes and the Church. There are contradictory accounts of Benito’s childhood: some claim that he remained at home studying books while his schoolmates enjoyed their spare time playing games; others say that he was a malicious and difficult boy who enjoyed tearing live chickens to pieces and engaging in knife fights with other boys.


Mussolini was first sent as a boarder to a school at Faenza that was run by monks of the Franciscan order. Later in his life he recalled his bitterness at being victimized because his father was a socialist and being forced to sit at a separate table set aside for children from families who could not afford to pay the full school fees. Aged only ten, he led a revolt against the severity of the regime and the inferior quality of the food provided and was expelled. Afterwards, his mother taught him at home. Eventually he transferred to a school with a more liberal regime, the Collegio Giosue Carducci at Forlimpopoli. The more easy-going discipline encouraged his delinquent behaviour and he was frequently suspended. Nevertheless, he completed six years of study and gained qualifications that allowed him to teach in elementary schools.
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The problems facing a united Italy


Faced by age-old rivalries, loyalties and prejudices, a lack of adequate communications and levels of poverty and illiteracy, the new Italian state faced major economic, political and social difficulties that were not to be easily overcome. The situation was made worse by the enormous differences between the north and the south.


The more densely populated northern Italy enjoyed numerous advantages over the south. Most of the nation’s raw materials, mineral resources and industries were situated in the north in regions centred around Milan, Turin and Genoa. The north also had well-developed systems of roads and railways, and even those engaged in farming benefited from better soil and a more favourable climate than the south. This meant that the bulk of the aristocracy, professional middle classes and skilled artisans were concentrated in the north where they enjoyed a more sophisticated lifestyle and much higher standard of living than those in the south.


Southern Italy, referred to as the Mezzogiorno, was backward, underdeveloped and served by less than a hundred kilometres of rail track. The word Mezzogiorno refers to the strength of the ‘midday’ sun that eroded the topsoil and made what remained arid and too poor to cultivate. Employed on large estates (latifundia), owned largely by absentee landlords, the peasants used outdated farming methods to try and make a living from their fields, olive groves and vineyards. To make matters worse, the landlords showed little concern for the condition of their labourers and families whose living standards seldom rose above subsistence level, and saw no reason to use their wealth to introduce new farming methods.


Across Italy as a whole, 77 per cent of the people were illiterate. Even so, the best educational facilities were to be found in the north, while the children of those in the south received virtually no formal education. Consequently, nearly 90 per cent of the people were illiterate. Since the franchise was dependent on literacy and property qualifications, few in the south had the right to vote, and this meant that the peasantry had little political influence.


THE RISE IN CRIME AND CIVIL DISORDER


It is not surprising that those living in southern Italy felt disadvantaged and reacted to their poverty by turning to banditry and violence. During the years after 1870 there was a steep rise in corruption, violence and banditry as socialist and anarchist groups encouraged the desperately poor peasantry to take matters into their own hands in order to remedy the situation. Sometimes the military had to be sent to restore order and at one stage more than 100,000 regular soldiers had to be deployed to the south to deal with the lawlessness. The island of Sicily was the scene of the greatest lawlessness and it was here that the Mafia became the most active. The Mafia, or Cosa Nostra, was one of numerous secret societies that existed. Of long standing, it was a network of criminals that came to dominate Sicilian life. It recruited its members, the Mafiosi, from all social classes, attracting men of varying backgrounds, and accumulated wealth by intimidating the peasantry. It practised extortion, ran protection rackets and, protected by a self-imposed code of silence, became involved in revenge murders and vendettas. Gradually, Mafia activities extended across the whole of Italy and were taken abroad by emigrants, particularly those who left for the United States.
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Relations between the State and the Church


The Pope, the spiritual leader of the Roman Catholic Church, had once ruled an area of central Italy, the Papal States, but between 1861 and 1870 these were forcibly taken from him. In 1871 the Law of Guarantees granted him sovereignty over the area immediately around St Peter’s Basilica in Rome, the Vatican City, as well as a country residence at Castel Gandolfo. In addition, the Pope was exempt from taxation and allowed a maintenance grant of 3 million lire annually. The Vatican was allowed to appoint representatives to other countries. It also had the right to veto any laws with spiritual content and inspect seminaries, but Catholic clergy were made subject to the laws of the Italian state.


The problem was that the Law of Guarantees was passed without consulting the papal authorities, and the Pope, Pius IX, reacted angrily by declaring himself to be ‘the prisoner of the Vatican’, refusing the grant and threatening to excommunicate all those responsible for the loss of his temporal power. For the next 50 years no pope ventured outside the walls of the Vatican. Pope Pius was the declared enemy of all forms of modernism, liberalism and socialism. He stated: ‘It is an error to believe that the Roman Pontiff is out to reconcile himself to and agree with progress, liberalism and contemporary civilization.’ To make matters even worse, Pius IX called together the First Vatican Council and there declared the dogma of papal infallibility, which stated that ‘when the Pontiff speaks ex cathedra on matters of faith and morals he is possessed of that infallibility with which the Divine Redeemer wished his Church to be endowed.’ Put simply, henceforward all the Pope’s religious pronouncements were to be considered divinely inspired and had to be accepted and obeyed by all Roman Catholics. The Doctrine of Infallibility had the effect of widening yet further the breach between the Church and the State. Pius IX actively encouraged all Catholics not to co-operate with the regime and forbade them to become involved in politics by not allowing them to stand as candidates or vote at elections. As we shall see, this on-going hostility between the Church and State was to continue for the best part of the next 60 years.
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Financial difficulties


Following unification, the financial affairs of all the former independent states, including the burden of their indebtedness, became the responsibility of the central government. The need to spend substantial sums of money on the army and navy, finance a programme of public works and improve the transport system led to a major shortfall between government income and expenditure, and, with insufficient funds to meet their requirements, the government had no choice but to increase taxation. In 1868 a grist tax was imposed on milled corn, and for many, particularly in the south, this meant a further decline in living standards. Some of those that had managed to survive at subsistence levels now faced the threat of starvation.


Now that a new Italy had been created it was necessary to bring about reforms in the former economic, political and social structure of the country and challenge old-fashioned attitudes. Sweeping away old ideas was not going to be easy since many of the country’s politicians lacked the vision, dynamism and integrity demanded by the dawning of a new age in Italian history. As they had done in the past, in order to gain office, deputies were prepared to be manipulative and, in order to win favours or gain promotion, openly resorted to bribery. As a consequence, people began to lose faith in their politicians who, instead of producing measures aimed at solving the country’s economic and social problems, showed a lack of principle by working solely to enhance their own fortunes and other personal interests.
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The constitution and government of Italy


After unification, Italy became a constitutional monarchy with a hereditary monarch who had the right to summon and dissolve parliament and appoint and dismiss ministers. The form of government was based on a written constitution and the right to make laws was passed to an elected assembly (Figure 1.1). The constitution also guaranteed the rights and freedoms of Italian citizens.
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Figure 1.1 The Italian political system under the Italian constitution


The parliament consisted of two chambers, the Camera dei Depitati (the Chamber of Deputies) and the Senato (the Senate). The Chamber of Deputies was the most important since it contained the elected representatives of the people. The Chamber could hardly claim to be broad-based since the franchise depended on individuals having attained the age 25, the ownership of property and educational qualifications, so that out of a population of 28 million fewer than half a million had the right to vote. During the period 1870–76, political parties of the centre right – liberals and moderate socialists – dominated Italian politics. All deputies, who were unpaid, came from privileged backgrounds and so, apart from a few radicals, the working classes remained largely unrepresented. General elections tended to be farcical with few genuine contests and the majority of candidates being re-elected without opposition.


With no single party ever emerging strong enough to form a majority government, all the governments of the time were weak coalitions. During the period 1870–1916, the country had 23 different governments (Table 1.1).


Table 1.1 Italian prime ministers, 1869–1916
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	1869–73


	Giovanni Lanza







	1873–6


	Marco Minghetti







	1876–8


	Agostino Depretis







	1878


	Benedetto Cairoli







	1878–9


	Agostino Depretis







	1879–81


	Benedetto Cairoli







	1881–7


	Agostino Depretis







	1887–91


	Francesco Crispi







	1891–2


	Antonio di Rudini







	1892–3


	Giovanni Giolitti







	1893–6


	Francesco Crispi







	1896–8


	Antonio di Rudini







	1898–1900


	Luigi Peloux







	1900–1901


	Giuseppe Saracco







	1901–3


	Giuseppe Zanardelli







	1903–5


	Giovanni Giolitti







	1905


	Tommaso Tittoni







	1905–6


	Alessandro Fortis







	1906


	Sidney, Barone Sonnino







	1906–9


	Giovanni Giolitti







	1909–10


	Sidney, Barone Sonnino







	1910–11


	Luigi Luzzatti







	1911–14


	Giovanni Giolitti







	1914–16


	Antonio Salandra
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With deputies more interested in supporting local or factional interests than seeking to further the interests of the nation as a whole, government was often chaotic. In their search for support, the various factional interests were prepared to use intrigue and corruption, and deputies could be only too easily bribed to switch loyalties. With little progress made towards a truly democratic form of government, a system known as transformismo developed which was really government made possible by contrivance and duplicity. Within the system, the few radical deputies that refused to conform were bribed and ‘transformed’ into loyal supporters of the government. The master manipulator of this form of government was Agostino Depretis.
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Agostini Depretis and transformismo



By entering into deals, agreeing compromises and manipulating deputies, Depretis was able to form and sustain coalition governments. Quite unscrupulously, he provoked government crises in order to reshuffle his government and get rid of difficult ministers. He was quite prepared to become involved in conspiracies and corruption to achieve his political ends and this caused disquiet among the Italian people about the working of their political system. However, his various premierships did witness the passing of several significant measures. In spite of its good intentions, the Coppino Law of 1877, which aimed to provide compulsory education for all children aged between six and nine, proved impossible to enforce due to the lack of teachers and school facilities. In addition, imprisonment for debt was abolished, workers were granted the right to take part in limited industrial action and the hated grist tax imposed on the grinding of corn was removed. Even so, the price of bread continued to rise. As a step towards greater democracy, the educational requirement and the amount of property needed to qualify to vote were both reduced and the age qualification was lowered to 21. These measures increased the size of the electorate from half a million to 2 million, but this still represented only 7 per cent of the population. Depretis also took steps to reduce corruption but they gained only minimal success.


In 1878 Victor Emmanuel II died and was succeeded by his son, Umberto I. The same year also saw the passing of Pope Pius IX and the appointment of Leo XIII as Pontiff. Although the new Pope was more moderate than his predecessor and sought to restore the prestige of the papacy, he still refused to acknowledge the Kingdom of Italy and showed concern at the increasing influence of socialism in Italian politics. Over the next 25 years his concern for the condition of the poor was to earn him the nickname ‘the working men’s Pope’.


Meanwhile, on the political front, the increasingly unpopular Depretis finally died in 1887 to be replaced by his most vociferous critic, the Sicilian-born Francesco Crispi. Once in office, Crispi’s policies largely followed those of his predecessor. He granted a greater degree of self-government in local affairs, further liberalized the penal code and introduced measures intended to improve public health. His premiership also coincided with a period of economic recession.
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Recession, poverty and emigration


In common with other European countries, Italian trade and industry faced increased competition from cheap overseas imports, and this had an adverse effect on the country’s agriculture and textile trades. Under pressure from landowners and manufacturers, Crispi increased the level of tariffs placed on imported goods. The consequences were calamitous as foreign countries retaliated by imposing higher tariffs on goods imported from Italy and this led to a major recession. As exports of wine and agricultural products slumped, so the already meagre incomes of the peasants fell further. Those living on the breadline now faced the threat of starvation. Many desperate peasant families moved to seek employment in the towns, where they lived in slum conditions so poor that there were outbreaks of cholera. Others sought a solution to their problems by emigrating abroad. During the period 1881–90, some 992,000 Italians emigrated and during the next ten years this figure nearly doubled. The first decade of the twentieth century saw 3,615,000 Italians move abroad. Some moved to nearby France, Switzerland and Austria, but the majority emigrated to the United States. As their number rose, so they fell victim to unscrupulous travel agents and employers. Many tried to follow their traditional occupations and worked in domestic service or in cafés and bars; others became hairdressers, street entertainers and music teachers. Over 20,000 made their home in Britain.


There were other disastrous consequences of the recession. Companies and banks began to experience difficulties, and bankruptcies became common. The slump also produced further evidence of government corruption and sleaze and this led to a storm of protests. Crispi reacted by passing a decree that strengthened and extended his powers and assumed virtual total responsibility for domestic and foreign policy decisions. However, his reputation was damaged beyond repair and in 1891 he was forced to resign.
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Years of discontent and civil unrest


During the 1880s and 1890s Italy witnessed an increase in violence and terror. In a desperate search for a solution to their problems, many people gave their support to the views of the anarchist Mikhail Bakunin and the socialist revolutionary Karl Marx. Bakunin believed in the freedom of the individual to act outside the limits imposed by established convention and government-imposed laws. He wrote:


Freedom, morality and the human dignity of the individual consists precisely of this; that he does good not because he is forced to, but because he freely conceives it, wants it and loves it.


Marx, on the other hand, issued the clarion call for a socialist world revolution much earlier in 1848 when he declared in The Communist Manifesto:


Let the ruling classes tremble at a communist revolution. The proletarians (working classes) have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win. Working men of all countries unite!


Both Bakunin and Marx believed in the need for revolution to change the economic and social systems.


Socialism was slow to develop in Italy since the leaders tended to be more theorists than firebrand revolutionaries. There were extremists like the syndicalists who would have nothing to do with democratic government and had but one aim: revolution. However, the moderate Filippo Turati spoke for the majority when he championed the cause of change without violence. In 1882 the first socialist deputy, Andrea Costa, was elected to the Italian parliament and in 1895 the Partito Socialista Italiano (Italian Socialist Party) was formed.


Nevertheless, the activities of both anarchists and socialist extremists and their use of terror increased. In Naples there was an attempt to assassinate King Umberto and his wife, Cairoli, and there were bomb outrages in Florence and Pisa. Troops had to be sent to the island of Sicily to restore order after the unrest got out of control. The government reacted by banning all socialist workers’ associations, but this measure was counter-productive and only increased support for their cause. While industrialists and bankers urged the government to take an even stronger line, King Umberto supported a more conciliatory approach to the problems. Safe in the Vatican, Pope Leo III made no comment, but certainly approved of the measures taken against the socialists. As the country edged closer to a complete collapse of law and order, there were further riots in Romagna and Tuscany and another attempt on the King’s life. However, it was in May 1898 that the most serious crisis occurred.


At this time, following a further increase in the price of bread, anti-government feeling reached boiling point and demonstrators took to the streets of Milan, the capital of Lombardy. Riots led to fierce clashes between workers and the military, who opened fire on the crowd killing some 80 civilians and injuring 450 others. Once peace had been restored, the ringleaders were arrested and sentenced to lengthy terms of imprisonment. The government, now led by a general, Luigi Peloux, tried to be conciliatory but there were further outrages and this forced Peloux to take more reactionary measures against the troublemakers. For a time, he ran the country along military-style authoritarian lines, but his policies failed and in 1900 he was forced to resign.


THE ASSASSINATION OF KING UMBERTO


The new century opened with yet another tragedy. On 28 July 1900, Umberto arrived at the town of Monza, a short distance from Milan, where he was going to present prizes at an athletics meeting. The following morning Gaetano Bresci assassinated him. The Tuscan-born Bresci had earlier emigrated to the United States where he had joined an anarchist group based in New Jersey. He returned to Italy with the intention of avenging the victims of Milan. Umberto, known as ‘The Good King’, had always taken an interest in the condition of the Italian people and had supported measures to increase the provision of elementary education and improve communications. He had also played a major role in making Italy the first country to abolish capital punishment. Sadly, the fact that he had personally decorated the general responsible for the massacre at Milan had played into the hands of the anti-monarchists and consequently he faced increasing hostility.


His son, Victor Emmanuel III, who was to rule Italy for the next 46 years during a period that included the First World War, Mussolini’s Fascist era and the Second World War, succeeded him.
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Giovanni Giolitti, master manipulator


During the period 1900–14 Giovanni Giolitti dominated Italian politics. Born in Piedmont in 1842, he had briefly served as Prime Minister in 1892 but was forced to resign over his involvement in a banking scandal. He returned to power in 1903 and was destined to lead his country on four more occasions and even when he was out of office he remained very influential behind the scenes.


Even though Giolitti was as prepared to engage in bribery and corruption as his predecessors, he had a much better vision of what was needed to restore the fortunes of Italy. He aimed to reduce class differences, balance the demands of different political and social groups, and draw them into the centre ground in order that they would support his liberal policies. He also sought to win the co-operation of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church. Some historians regard his policies as a move from transformismo to giolittismo! First, he had to deal with the country’s industrial and social unrest. To do this, he used the military more sparingly and appealed to all Italians to reject all forms of political extremism.


Giolitti was fortunate that his early years in office coincided with a period of economic recovery that turned into a boom. As Italy’s trading figures with the rest of the world improved, so unemployment fell and industry expanded. It was during this time that the Italian car giants were founded – Fiat (then known as Società Aninima Fabbrica Italiana di Automobili) in 1899, Lancia in 1906 and Alfa Romeo in 1910. In 1904, the Italian railway system was nationalized and this resulted in better public services and improved transport facilities for manufacturers and exporters. Importantly, Giolitti worked to ensure that the nation’s new-found prosperity was used to bring about social reform and improve the lot of the poorer classes by introducing old-age pensions and health insurance. More money was made available for education and responsibility for schools transferred from local communities to provincial authorities. New legislation was passed to regulate working hours and conditions covering the employment of women and children. He also sought to improve the condition of the peasants in rural areas and modernize farming methods. Major constitutional changes followed. At long last, deputies were to be paid and the franchise extended to all men aged over 30 whether they were literate or not. This had the effect of increasing the electorate to 9 million.


However, Giolitti’s reforms did not please everyone since radical socialists did not think they went far enough while bankers, industrialists and professional men generally thought they had gone too far. As we shall see, in 1914 disagreement over Italy’s involvement in the First World War led to his resignation. A moderate on the right of Italian politics, Antonio Salandra, replaced him.


Unfortunately for the newcomer, Italy was once again edging towards recession and, as unemployment increased and wage cuts were imposed, political extremists known as barricadieri, or barricaders, became increasingly active and called a general strike. As tension rose, there were demonstrations and riots that culminated in violent scenes in Ancona and Romagna where strikers were confronted by strike breakers hired by local employers. During the following days that came to be known as ‘Red Week’, the situation further deteriorated as shops were looted in Bologna. Rioters tried to set up a commune in Ancona, and Romagna went as far as to declare itself an independent republic. With more than 100,000 soldiers needed to restore order, the strong arm tactics succeeded in forcing the workers to back down and the strike ended. There was another reason for the failure of the workers to achieve their aims – catastrophic events were happening elsewhere that were dragging Europe towards a major military conflict, the First World War.
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