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Preface


This book covers all aspects of your Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies B Short and Full Courses





•  Area of study 1: Religion and Ethics (in Christianity)



•  Area of study 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict (in Islam or Judaism).





For the Full Course, you will need to study all four sections in each area, each of which has eight topics. In each section of the book, all eight topics are covered separately. For the Full Course, you will have to take a separate exam for each area where you will have to answer one question on Section 1, one question on Section 2, one question on Section 3 and one question on Section 4.


For the Short Course, you will only need to study Sections 1 and 2 of Area 1 and Sections 1 and 2 of Area 2. For the Short Course, you will have to take a separate exam for each area where you will have to answer one question on Section 1 and one question on Section 2.


To help you understand how to relate the information in the book to the exam questions, a high mark answer to a specimen question is given at the end of each section.


How to use the book


This is our suggested way of using the book:





•  Work through each topic. Words that you can use to show that you understand specialist vocabulary (6 marks are available for this in the exam) are in boldface type and defined in a useful words box in the margins of the pages.



•  Pay special attention to quotations from the Bible, Creeds, Catechism, the Qur’an and hadith, the Tenakh, Talmud and Mishneh as these are sources of wisdom and authority which you may have to refer to in the examination.



•  Answer the practice questions at the end of each topic. The appendix gives you hints as to the approach which will help you reach full marks.



•  You should study all the topics in Area 1, but in Area 2 you have a choice of either Islam or Judaism. You only need to study one of these (your teacher will tell you which you are studying), and so wherever there is a choice, you should only work through the topic relevant to the religion you are studying.





We hope you enjoy your study of Religion and Life. Remember: Religious Studies is not about making you religious; it is about enabling you to think for yourself about religious and moral issues so that you become a responsible citizen of a multiethnic and multifaith society free from the ignorance which causes prejudice, hatred and violence.


We wish you the best of luck with your studies.


Victor Watton and Robert Stone





Area of study 1: Based on a study of Christianity



1 Christian beliefs



Area of study 1: Introduction



Before we look at the specific topics of the specification, it is important that you should understand some of the different groups within Christianity so that you can understand their beliefs and attitudes.


The history of Christianity


Christianity is the largest of the world religions, and began as a branch of Judaism. Jesus was a Jew and the first Christians were all Jews; indeed, the first split in Christianity was between those Christians who felt you had to be Jewish to be a Christian and those Christians who believed Christianity was a new religion which could be embraced away from Judaism.


Denominations of Christianity


A denomination is a sub-group within a religion and occurs as a result of a division in the Church. Different Christian Churches are often described as denominations of Christianity. As Christianity grew, more divisions appeared and by the time Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire in 356CE, there were several different Christian groups. In 1054CE Christianity divided into Orthodox and Catholic Christianity in the Great Schism. The Reformation in the sixteenth century divided the Western Church into Catholic and Protestant and the rise of Protestantism led to the development of many Protestant sub-groups.


Roman Catholic Christians (Western Europe)


Roman Catholic Christians are those who accept the authority of the Pope. They comprise the largest group of Christians (about 1.2 billion members) and believe that the Pope is the head of the Church since he is the successor of St Peter and so has the authority over the Church, which Jesus gave to St Peter. Catholic Christians believe it is the role of the Pope to rule and guide the Church and to pass on the true teachings of Christ. Catholics believe that the seven sacraments (events/rites of special significance) of the Church are essential for salvation. These sacraments are baptism, confirmation, Eucharist, reconciliation, anointing of the sick, marriage and holy orders.


Orthodox Christians (Eastern Europe and the Middle East)


Orthodox Christians believe that they follow the right beliefs and teachings of the Church (the meaning of Orthodox) because they can trace their origins back to the first Church founded by Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem. They also believe that the sacraments are essential for salvation, but reject the authority of the Pope and believe authority comes from councils of bishops or patriarchs acting together. They are organised on nationalistic principles (for example, the Russian Orthodox, the Serbian Orthodox and the Greek Orthodox), but accept leadership (not authority) from the Patriarch of Constantinople.
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Pope Francis on Palm Sunday in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican.





There are other Eastern Churches with slightly different beliefs such as the Coptic Churches, which believe Jesus was divine, not both human and divine. There are Egyptian, Ethiopian, Eritrean, Armenian, Syriac and Malankara (Indian) Coptic Churches, all with slight differences.


Protestant Christians


The Protestant Churches of Western Europe do not recognise the authority of the Pope and consider the Bible to be the sole authority for Christians. For Protestant Christians, salvation comes from faith rather than the sacraments and they consider all Christians to be equal and all are priests. Protestants also believe that Churches should be ruled democratically.


The Protestant Churches themselves split not long after they began into:





•  Lutheran Churches, which kept Catholic forms of worship and rejected predestination (the belief that God has ordained everything that will happen)



•  Calvinist Churches (which rejected Catholic forms of worship and believed in predestination)



•  Baptist Churches (which only baptised adult believers by full water immersion).





Other Protestant Churches broke off over the years:





•  the Methodists, who believe in personal salvation and social justice



•  the Salvation Army, who have no sacraments, no alcohol and are very concerned with social justice



•  the Quakers, who are pacifists and have no sacraments.
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Census facts on religion in England and Wales






	Christians

	33,243,175

	59.3%






	No religion

	14,097,229

	25.1%






	No answer

	4,038,032

	7.2%






	Muslim

	2,706,066

	4.8%






	Hindu

	816,633

	1.5%






	Sikh

	423,158

	0.8%






	Jewish

	263,346

	0.5%






	Buddhist

	247,743

	0.4%






	Other religion

	240,530

	0.4%






	(Source: Census 2011, Office for National Statistics.)







You may be asked questions about this information.
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The Pentecostal Churches developed from the Methodist Church in the USA and are the most rapidly growing Christian Churches (from 100 million in 2000 to at least 400 million in 2010), gaining many converts from the Catholic Church in South and Central America. These Churches believe that only adults should be baptised and that baptism should be by full immersion, that everyone can have a personal experience of the Holy Spirit and that worship should be vibrant and modern.


There are also many fringe Churches, such as:





•  the Unitarians, who do not believe in the Trinity and accept all religions



•  the Mormons, who believe that God is three separate persons and baptism should be for adults with full immersion



•  the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who believe that the traditional Christian Churches have incorrect beliefs because God’s true name is Jehovah, Jesus is God’s son, not God, so the Trinity is wrong, the end of the world is near and at the end 144,000 human beings will rule earth from heaven.
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Full water immersion: Mount Zion Spiritual Baptist Church outing to Felixstowe for baptism in the sea.





Modern Christianity or traditional Christianity?


There is also a major division in Christianity today which goes across all the Churches: the division between liberals and conservatives. There are liberals in all Churches who want the Church to alter to fit in with the modern world and believe that the Bible is a book written by human beings inspired by God. There are conservatives who will not accept any changes to their traditional beliefs, and believe that the Bible is God’s direct word.



Topic 1.1.1 The Trinity
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the nature of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Creed



•  think about the nature and significance of the oneness of God



•  understand the nature and significance of each of the persons, including Matthew 3:13–17



•  be able to evaluate how belief in the Trinity is shown in worship and belief.
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The nature of the Trinity


Christians believe that there is only one God.


Christian beliefs about the Holy Trinity are clearly stated in the Nicene Creed:
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty … We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God … begotten not made, of one Being with the Father … We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
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Useful words


Creed – statement of Christian beliefs
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The Nicene Creed explains that there is one Being – God – experienced as three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who are all equal and all eternal.
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Painting of the Trinity from the Holy Sepulchre Basilica in Jerusalem.
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Activity


Look at the painting from the Holy Sepulchre Basilica and explain how it illustrates Christian beliefs about the Trinity.
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The oneness of God


Believing in one God is called monotheism, and believing in the oneness of God is the basis of Christianity:





•  The teachings of the Bible in both the Old and New Testaments show clearly that there is only one God.



•  The belief in the oneness of God is the first of the Ten Commandments, which all Christians accept as God’s rules about belief and behaviour.



•  When asked what was the greatest commandment, Jesus replied,







    The most important one is this, ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one’. (Mark 12:29)









•  The oneness of God is the teaching of the Church as seen in the Creeds, the decisions of Church Councils and the writings of Church leaders.



•  Christians believe that the oneness of God is shown in the universe that God has created. They believe that the fact it is a universe working to one set of laws means it was created by one God.
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Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ (Matthew 3:14)
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The persons of the Trinity


Although Christians believe that God is one, he is experienced in the world as a Trinity: the Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit. When Christians speak of God at work in the world they refer to the three persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Activity


Look at the quote from St Matthew’s Gospel above. What does this tell us about the Trinity?
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Christians feel that belief in the Trinity helps them to understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:





•  God the Father helps Christians to understand the power and creativity of God and his care for the world and its people. It also shows that God creates human life like a father does. God is not a creator who creates and then leaves his creation to get on with things, he has a relationship of love and care with his creation. In the Lord’s Prayer or ‘Our Father’, Christians learn that God will provide their daily bread and protect them from evil precisely because he is ‘our Father’. Because God is the Father, Christians can turn to God as they would to a human father when they are in need.



•  God the Son helps Christians to understand the love of God. In his life and teachings, Jesus showed God’s love by healing people and feeding people. In his death he showed how much God loves the world.



•  The Holy Spirit helps Christians to understand the presence of God in the world. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is the means by which God communicates with humans, revealing God’s presence in the world. Christians believe that through the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, God can strengthen and empower Christians today.
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Useful words


Lord’s Prayer – the prayer Jesus taught his disciples that begins ‘Our Father’
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It should never be forgotten that the Christian belief in God as the Holy Trinity is also belief in God’s unity: Christians only believe in one God. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church says:




The Christian faith confesses that God is one in nature, substance and essence. (Catechism 200)





Divergent Christian understandings of the Trinity


Many Christians find the Trinity a difficult concept, but believe it because of their experiences of God as the Father and as the Son and as the Holy Spirit. However, there are Christian groups that do not accept the belief in the Trinity expressed in the Nicene Creed, the main ones being:





•  The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day Saints (Mormons) believe that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are not one in substance or essence; instead, they are three separate beings who are united in will and purpose, as one God.



•  Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jehovah is the only true God. Jesus was created by God and so is God’s son; the Holy Spirit is God’s power applied to the world and so is not a person.



•  Unitarians believe that there is only one God and that Jesus was a man whose teachings and life give him moral authority, but not divinity. They believe that there is no difference between God and God the Holy Spirit.
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The World Council of Churches


The non-Roman Catholic Christian Churches are members of the World Council of Churches, which states in its founding document:




The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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There are other smaller non-Trinitarian Christians such as the Living Church of God, the Oneness Pentecostals, the Church of God International, Christian Scientists, the Christadelphians and the Unification Church.


None of these groups can be members of the World Council of Churches and they are often regarded as non-Christian by Christians.
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The logo of the World Council of Churches. All the main Protestant and Orthodox Churches that believe in the Trinity belong to the Council but the Churches that don’t accept the belief in the Trinity do not.
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Activity


Explain why there would be no Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses at meetings of the World Council of Churches.
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How the Trinity is shown in belief and worship


For all Churches that accept the Nicene Creed the belief in the Trinity is expressed in all forms of Christian worship:





•  Participants repeat the Nicene Creed in every service of Holy Communion (also known as Mass, Eucharist, the liturgy, the Lord’s Supper, breaking bread), which can be at least once a week for many Christians.



•  Catholic and Orthodox Christians (and some Anglicans) express their belief in the Trinity by crossing themselves when they enter a church or when the name of the Trinity is invoked.



•  Priests (known as ministers or pastors in Protestant Churches) begin their sermons with the words, ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’.



•  Priests bless a congregation at the end of services with the words, ‘May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and for evermore’.



•  Baptisms and marriages are performed in the name of the Trinity.
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Useful words


Holy Communion – the Christian service of thanksgiving using bread and wine (also called Eucharist)


Liturgy – a set form of public worship


Anglicans – members of the Church of England or a Church in communion with the Church of England
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Activity


Explain how the Trinity is reflected in Christian worship today.
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All the mainstream Christian Churches have belief in the Trinity as the basis of their beliefs. The official teaching of the Catholic Church (the Magisterium) declares that,




The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the Christian faith and of Christian life. (Catechism of the Catholic Church: 262)





The first principle of the United Methodist Church (the largest mainstream Protestant Church in the USA) is:




There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there are three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. (Articles of Religion of the United Methodist Church)





The first Article of Faith of the Church of England also states:




There is but one living and true God, ever-lasting, without body, parts, or passions; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. (Church of England’s Articles of Religion)
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why Christians believe in the Trinity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘You can’t be a Christian if you don’t believe in the Trinity.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Christians believe there is only one God (God’s oneness), who is experienced by humans as a Trinity. This is summarised in the Nicene Creed which is accepted by Protestants, Orthodox Christians and Catholics.


God’s unity helps Christians to understand the power and importance of God because there is only one God who Christians should worship. God’s Trinity helps them to understand God’s activity in the world as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


Groups such as Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe in the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Creed.
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Topic 1.1.2 The creation of the universe and of humanity
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the biblical account of creation and how it can be understood in different ways



•  think about the role of the Word and Spirit in creation



•  be able to evaluate the importance of creation for Christians today.
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The biblical creation


All Christians believe that God was responsible for the creation of the earth and the whole universe. The Bible contains three accounts of how God created the universe. Two of these accounts are in the Old Testament book of Genesis.


The account of creation in Genesis 1


According to Genesis chapter 1, God created the whole universe in six days:





•  He created heaven and earth, light and dark on day 1.



•  He separated the earth from the sky on day 2.



•  He created the dry land, plants and trees on day 3.



•  He created the sun, moon and stars on day 4.



•  He created fish and birds on day 5.



•  He created animals and humans on day 6.





Each part of the creation came about because of God’s words:




God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. (Genesis 1:3)





Male and female were made at the same time and were made in the image of God. Humans were also made to have authority over the world:




Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth. (Genesis 1:26)





When God had finished the creation, it was perfect:




God saw all that he had made and it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)





The account of creation in Genesis 2–3


According to Genesis chapter 2, creation happened in the following way:





•  God created the heavens and the earth.



•  God formed man from the dust of the earth and breathed life into him.



•  God made trees grow out of the ground and formed the Garden of Eden.



•  God placed Adam in the Garden of Eden.



•  God thought Adam would be lonely, so he created birds and animals which Adam named.



•  The birds and animals were not suitable helpers for Adam, so God put Adam to sleep, removed one of his ribs, and from the rib he created woman, Eve.



•  Adam and Eve lived in innocence in the Garden of Eden until the serpent tempted them to eat the fruit of the tree that God had forbidden them to eat, telling them that if they ate it they would become like God and know good and evil. Eve ate the fruit and gave some to Adam. As a result of this first (original) sin, Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden. Eve was condemned to bearing children in pain and to be ruled over by her husband. Adam was condemned to working hard for his living.





Divergent Christian interpretations of Genesis creation


There are three Christian attitudes to the Bible which can also be seen in attitudes to the biblical accounts of creation:





•  Some Christians are described as literalists. They believe that the Bible is the actual word of God. This means that they believe that every word in the Bible is the Word of God and so is true. As far as Genesis 1 and 2 are concerned, such Christians believe that both accounts are correct and do not contradict each other. Genesis 1 gives the overall broad picture of creation, whereas Genesis 2 zooms in on day 6 of creation and gives details of exactly how God created male and female and animals. Literalist Christians do not accept the scientific theories of the Big Bang and evolution.



•  Some Christians are described as conservatives. They believe that the Bible is the Word of God, but not his actual words. This means that they think the writers of the Bible were inspired by God, and guided by God in what they wrote, but they used their own ideas. Conservatives see the Bible as a book about faith rather than a book about science, and so they do not regard Genesis 1 and 2 as absolute scientific fact. Most of them would see Genesis 2 as a commentary on chapter 1 rather than a different story. Conservative Christians tend to regard Genesis 1 as fairly factual (although they would see the days as eras lasting millions, or billions, of years rather than 24 hours) whereas Genesis 2 and 3 are poetic explanations of such things as how suffering and evil came into the world. Conservative Christians accept the Big Bang and evolution.



•  Some Christians are described as liberals. They believe that the Bible is a book of words about God rather than the words of God. They feel that the Bible writers were people who had special insights or experiences of God which they wrote in their own way. This means that there may well be mistakes and contradictions in the Bible, but what matters are the great truths about God that the Bible contains. Such Christians regard Genesis 1–3 as a metaphor about creation where what is important is the truth that the universe was created by God, and that that creation was good. They see Genesis 2–3 as written by a different person, and so it is a different story of creation expressing some other truths, such as that evil in the world comes from human misuse of free will. Liberal Christians accept the theories of the Big Bang and evolution (see Topic 1.4.1, page 110).
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Sources of wisdom and authority


Some questions will say that you must refer to ‘sources of wisdom and authority in your answer’. Sources of wisdom and authority for Christianity are:





•  the Bible



•  the Creeds



•  the Catechism of the Church



•  decisions of Church Councils



•  statements by Church leaders



•  anything that is used by the faith to inform or express belief, such as the words of the Dalai Lama or Martin Luther King Jr.
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Useful words


Free will – the idea that human beings are free to make their own choices
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Activities





1  What are the main differences and similarities between the two biblical accounts of creation?



2  How do Christians interpret the two different biblical accounts of creation? How would you interpret them?



3  Do you think it is possible for us to know that God created the universe?
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The role of the Word and Spirit in creation


The Bible begins with the words:




In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)





Genesis 1 records that at the beginning of creation, ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters’. It was the Spirit of God that created the universe out of nothing (ex nihilo), showing that God is all-powerful and is the cause of all life (which is why the Christian Creeds teach that God is the Father Almighty).
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He (the Word) was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.(John 1:2–3)
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Useful words


Ex nihilo – from nothing
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John’s Gospel records creation in the New Testament, claiming that:




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)





John goes on to claim that everything was made through the Word and that without the Word ‘nothing was made that has been made’ (John 1:3). As John identifies the Word with Jesus, the Son, the biblical creation shows that the God who created is the God Christians believe to be a Trinity.


Christians believe that God’s work did not stop with the creation of humans; he continues to care for the world and show his love for the world.
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)
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Activity


Look at the quotation above from Genesis 1:27. What do you think it means?
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The importance of creation for Christians today


The major significance of Christian beliefs about creation is that they show God’s goodness. The key teaching of the Bible is that God’s creation is good. Genesis 1 states after each day of creation, ‘and God saw that it was good’ and at the completion of creation, ‘God saw all he had made and indeed it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31).


God created human beings in his image, meaning that humans occupy a unique place in creation. They are the only creatures who are able to know and to love their creator. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that being in the image of God means that humans have dignity. They are capable of self-knowledge – knowing who they are, why they are here – and have free will, meaning that God has given them the freedom to choose between good and evil.


It is this freedom that reflects how humans have been made in the image of God but it also reflects the huge responsibility they have been given. Part of human dignity is to have responsibility for God’s creation: to care for the planet God has made.


This is the basic Christian belief that God gave humans the stewardship of the earth and its resources. Stewardship means looking after something so that it can be passed on to the next generation. In the Parable of the Talents or Minas (Luke 19:11–26), Jesus taught that God expects humans to pass on to the next generation more than they have been given. Christians believe that stewardship not only means looking after the earth’s resources, it also means making sure that the earth’s resources are shared out fairly.




[image: ]


Useful words


Self-knowledge – knowing who you are and why you are here


Human dignity – the belief that humans are persons, not things, and that they have self-knowledge and free will


Stewardship – looking after something so it can be passed on to the next generation
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The responsibility, however, is great. How well Christians perform the task of being God’s stewards of the earth will determine how they are judged by God after death.
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Activities





1  What does the Bible say is the role of the Word and the Spirit in creation?



2  Why do you think creation is important for Christians today?
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Practice questions





c  Explain three ways in which Christians interpret the biblical accounts of creation. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘It’s hard to believe the biblical accounts of creation.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  refer to different Christian points of view


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


There are two biblical accounts of creation. Genesis 1 says that God created everything in six days beginning with light and ending with creating humans. Genesis 2 says that God created the heavens and earth, then created man (Adam), then vegetation, then animals and finally woman.


Christians who believe the Bible is the literal word of God interpret Genesis 2 as being just about Day 6 of creation. Conservative Christians believe that Genesis 2 is a commentary on Genesis 1. Liberal Christians think that the two accounts have different human authors and that they are stories giving the important truth that everything was created by God.
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Topic 1.1.3 The incarnation
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the nature and importance of the person of Jesus Christ as the incarnate Son of God



•  know the biblical basis of this teaching



•  be able to evaluate the importance of the incarnation for Christians today.
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Jesus, the incarnate Son of God


The incarnation is the Christian belief that God became a human being in Jesus. Christians believe that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, they broke the previously perfect relationship between God and humankind. This meant that before the incarnation, it was only possible to have a partial relationship with God. However, through the incarnation (which led to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus) the power of sin was cancelled so that it became possible for humans to have a full relationship with God and go to heaven after death.


As the only Son of God, most Christians believe that Jesus did not have a normal conception but that he did have a normal birth. Because Jesus’ father was God, his mother, Mary, was a virgin when Jesus was born.


Christians believe that all human beings are children of God but by giving Jesus the title the only Son of God, they express their belief that Jesus was God in human form. Christians believe that this means that Jesus had two natures. In his human nature he was a human being, but in his divine nature he was God. So Christians believe that Jesus, the only Son of God, was both fully human and fully divine.


The virgin birth is important to most Christians because it shows that Jesus was the Son of God. It shows that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and not by Joseph, so God was Jesus’ Father. This is important for Christians to believe because if Jesus was not conceived of the Holy Spirit but was brought into the world by sex he would not be God incarnate, but just a man.


The biblical basis for the incarnation


Our knowledge of Jesus and his incarnation comes from the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John.
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Useful words


Incarnation – the belief that God took human form in Jesus


Virgin birth – the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex


Gospels – the books of the Bible (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), which are the only record of Jesus’ life
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Mark’s Gospel says nothing about the incarnation and begins with John the Baptist baptising Jesus.


Matthew’s Gospel


Matthew’s Gospel tells how Mary became pregnant and how Joseph was told by an angel that the baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit and that the child was to be called Jesus because he would save the people from their sins. Matthew records that the birth took place in Bethlehem in the time of King Herod and that wise men came from the East to worship him. When Herod heard of Jesus’ birth he planned to kill the baby, so that he wouldn’t eventually challenge him for the throne. But when his plan to kill Jesus didn’t work he organised the slaughter of all babies under the age of two in Bethlehem. Being warned by an angel, Joseph escaped with his family to Egypt and did not return until Herod was dead.
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Jesus Christ, God incarnate, shown in a mosaic from Daphni, Greece, c.1080–1100. ‘The Word became flesh’ (John 1:14).
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At Christmas, the Almighty becomes a child and asks for our help and protection. His way of showing that he is God challenges our way of being human. By knocking at our door, he challenges us and our freedom; he calls us to examine how we understand and live our lives. (Urbi et Orbi, Pope Benedict XVI, Christmas 2005)
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Luke’s Gospel


Luke’s Gospel begins with the miraculous birth of John the Baptist (his mother Elizabeth was old and infertile), a relative of Mary. The Angel Gabriel then appears to Mary and tells her she will be made pregnant by the Holy Spirit and give birth to a child who will be called ‘the Son of the Most High’. Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth, where they live, to Bethlehem because of a Roman census and Jesus is born in Bethlehem. Shepherds are told of Jesus’ birth by angels and they come to worship Jesus. Later, the family go to the temple in Jerusalem for the after-birth purification ceremony and then return to live in Nazareth.
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Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He (Jesus) appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory. (1 Timothy 3:16)
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John’s Gospel


John’s Gospel records the incarnation in a theological way rather than in story form. He identifies Jesus as the Word of God and begins his Gospel at the beginning of the universe:




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)







[image: ]


Useful words


Theological – academic study of God and religious ideas


[image: ]





John then goes on to say that the Word made everything that is and is the light and life of the world. After this clear description of the second person of the Trinity, John continues,




The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only (or Only Begotten) who came from the Father full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)





This is the basis of the incarnation: it means that Jesus was God in human form.
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Activities





1  Look at Pope Benedict’s Urbi et Orbi message from 2005. What do you think it means?



2  What are the similarities and differences between the accounts of the incarnation in Matthew, Luke and John?



3  What do you think ‘the Word became flesh’ means?
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The importance and significance of the incarnation


The incarnation is both important and significant for Christians because:





•  It shows Christians that God cared so much about the world that he sent his Son to show humans what God is like and to teach them how to live.



•  It is the basis of the Christian faith; without the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, there would be no Christianity.



•  In Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, humans can see what God is like. It is hard for humans to understand an infinite, non-material, omnipotent being, but an incarnate God brings God closer to human understanding.



•  Through the incarnation, God began the process of salvation from sin, so making it possible for humans to have a full relationship with him and go to heaven after death.







[image: ]


Activities





1  Read the quotation from 1 Timothy on page 13. What does it say about the nature of Jesus?



2  Do you think the baby Jesus was God incarnate?
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why Christians believe Jesus was God incarnate. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘Jesus was God incarnate.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Christians believe in the incarnation, which means that God became man in Jesus. They believe that this happened through the virgin birth and that Jesus, therefore, was both man and God. Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was God on earth. The evidence for this comes from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, which tell the stories of Jesus’ birth, and the Gospel of John, which explains how Jesus was God in human form.
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Topic 1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the Bible accounts of the Last Supper, the betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus



•  be able to evaluate the importance of these events for understanding the purpose of the life of Jesus Christ.
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The events leading to the death of Jesus form the basis of the Christian faith. You need to know these events as they are recorded in Luke’s Gospel chapters 22–24.


The Last Supper


The night before his crucifixion (Maundy Thursday), Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples, which is known as the Last Supper.


According to the Luke, the meal took place in the Upper Room in Jerusalem and Jesus prophesied that one of the disciples would betray him. Then at the end of the meal, Jesus ‘took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me” ’ (Luke 22:19).




Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for you.’ (Luke 22:20)
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Useful words


Maundy – refers to the washing of the disciples’ feet


Maundy Thursday – the day before Jesus was crucified (Good Friday)


Prophesied – predicted events in the future
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After this, Jesus and his disciples had a discussion about greatness in which Jesus taught that in his kingdom the greatest would be the one who served. Jesus then prophesied that Peter would deny him three times before the cock crowed.


Jesus and his disciples then went to the Mount of Olives and Jesus moved away from the disciples to pray. He prayed for God to ‘take this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done’ (the cup being his crucifixion). Then Jesus returned to the disciples and found them asleep.
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A painting of the Last Supper in St Nicholas Church, Brussels, Belgium.





The betrayal and arrest


As Jesus talked to the disciples, Judas arrived with the chief priests and the temple guard. Jesus’ followers wanted to fight, but Jesus told them to put their swords away. However, one of his followers struck a servant of the High Priest and cut off his ear, but Jesus healed it and ordered there to be no violence. Jesus was led away to the house of the High Priest. Peter followed, but when he was asked, three times, if he was a follower of Jesus, he denied it, then wept bitterly when the cock crowed.
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Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done. (Luke 22:42)
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The trial


Jesus was then taken for trial by the Jewish Council known as the Sanhedrin, who condemned him for claiming to be ‘the Christ, the Son of God’, which they regarded as blasphemy. Early the next morning, Jesus was taken before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, and accused by the Sanhedrin leaders of claiming to be the King of the Jews. Pilate then tried him for treason but could not find him guilty of the charges and so Pilate offered to release either Jesus or a Jewish freedom fighter, Barabbas. The crowd chose Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to crucifixion. The soldiers guarding Jesus put a crown of thorns on his head and mocked him as a pretend king, although in Luke’s Gospel it is the soldiers of the Sanhedrin who mock Jesus before he is taken to Pilate.
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Useful words


Sanhedrin – the supreme religious authority in Israel at the time of Jesus


Blasphemy – speaking disrespectfully about God or sacred things


Treason – attempting to overthrow a government or state


Tomb – a burial place
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All four Gospels agree that the disciples ran away; only Jesus’ women followers stayed with him and stood by while he was crucified.


The crucifixion


The four Gospels all agree that Jesus was crucified on a Friday (Good Friday) and that Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for Jesus. The Gospels agree that a robber was crucified on either side of Jesus, that a sign above him said he was the King of the Jews and that the bystanders mocked Jesus and challenged him to come down from the cross.


As he was being crucified, Jesus said,




Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. (Luke 23:34)





One of the criminals asked Jesus to save himself and also the two criminals if he was the Christ. The other criminal said they deserved to die for what they had done, but Jesus had done nothing wrong. Jesus said to this criminal, ‘today you will be with me in paradise’. The crucifixion lasted just over three hours before Jesus cried out, ‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit’, then Jesus died in agony. The centurion of the guard said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man’.
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Activities





1  What happened at the Last Supper?



2  Why do you think Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus?



3  Why would Pilate have thought claiming to be the King of the Jews was worse than claiming to be the Son of God?



4  Why do you think the disciples ran away and the women went to the cross with Jesus?
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The resurrection


A member of the Sanhedrin, Joseph of Arimathea, asked Pilate for permission to bury Jesus’ body in his tomb. Early on the Sunday morning Jesus’ women followers went to anoint the body with spices. However, when the women entered the tomb, they found it empty. Two men then appeared in gleaming clothes and told the women that Jesus had risen. The women then told the disciples, who came and saw the empty tomb.


Luke says Jesus then appeared to two disciples (not from the Twelve) travelling to a village near Jerusalem called Emmaus. They did not realise it was Jesus until he broke bread with them and then disappeared. They returned to Jerusalem and told the eleven disciples what had happened and as they were talking, Jesus appeared to them and showed them his hands and feet and let them touch him.


The ascension


St Luke records that 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus told his remaining disciples to stay in Jerusalem where they would receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Then he was taken up from them into a cloud and two men in white appeared and told them that Jesus had been taken into heaven (Acts 1:4–11). This is known as the ascension. Christians believe that the ascension removed Jesus from the limitations of human flesh and allowed him to be present with his followers wherever they were.
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Useful words


Ascension – the return of Christ to heaven
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Differences in the records of the other Gospels


The other three Gospels have many differences in their descriptions of Jesus’ last days, but perhaps the main ones are:





•  In John’s Gospel, there is no mention of the Upper Room and no mention of the bread and wine or Jesus’ words. Instead, John records Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and some long theological discussions.



•  Matthew and Mark say that the betrayal and arrest took place in the Garden of Gethsemane.



•  John’s Gospel says that Joseph of Arimathea and another disciple, Nicodemus, anointed the body with spices before placing it in the tomb, whereas the other three Gospels say that women brought spices to the tomb on Sunday morning to anoint it.



•  Matthew says that there was a violent earthquake on the Sunday morning, an angel came and rolled the stone away from the tomb entrance and the guards ran away, but this is not mentioned in the other Gospels and Matthew is the only Gospel to mention Pilate putting a guard on the tomb.



•  Matthew alone states that the guards were paid to say that the disciples had stolen the body.



•  According to Matthew, the angel told the women and disciples that Jesus would meet them in Galilee. He then reports that the eleven remaining disciples went to Galilee and met Jesus on a mountain where he commissioned them to convert the whole world.



•  According to Mark, a young man told the women who came to anoint the body that they should tell the disciples that Jesus would meet them in Galilee.



•  According to John’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene found the empty tomb and told Peter and John, who came to see. She then met Jesus and mistook him for a gardener before he revealed his true identity. John says that Jesus would not allow Mary to touch him because he has not yet ascended, but John records that a week later Thomas was allowed to touch him when Jesus appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem. John then records some appearances in Galilee including one where Jesus helped the disciples to catch a large number of fish while they were out fishing on the Sea of Galilee, which Jesus then shared with them as a breakfast meal before he gave Peter a special commission to care for his sheep (usually taken to mean the Church).
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Activities





1  Make a list of the differences in the Gospel accounts of the resurrection.



2  Do you think it matters that there are differences in the Gospel accounts of the resurrection?
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The importance of these events in understanding the purpose of the life of Jesus Christ





•  The Last Supper is the basis of the Eucharist, the most important form of Christian worship, as the priest or minister blesses bread and wine using Jesus’ words and the congregation shares the bread and wine just as the disciples did (see Topic 1.3.2, page 75).



•  Christians believe that Jesus’ death on the cross brought about salvation from sin (see Topic 1.1.5, page 19).



•  The resurrection is the basis of Christian belief as St Paul said, ‘If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith’ (1 Corinthians 15:17), and is remembered and celebrated by Christians in most of their services today, especially those at which the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed is recited by the congregation.



•  The resurrection of Jesus is also the basis of the Christian belief in life after death and the promise that death is not the end (see Topic 1.1.6, page 23).



•  The ascension reminds Christians that Jesus has gone to heaven to prepare a place for them so that they don’t need to fear death. They also believe that through the ascension, Christ is no longer restricted by time and space and so can be with them on earth wherever they are.
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Jesus’ ascension as pictured in the Coptic Church of El Adra, Aswan, Egypt.
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Useful words


Apostles’ Creed – a short statement of belief attributed to the disciples of Jesus
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Activities





1  Look at the painting of the Ascension. Does this painting make sense in the age of space exploration?



2  Why do you think the only accounts of Jesus’ last days were written by Christians?



3  Do you think the events of Jesus’ last days are important for people today?
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why the events of his last days show the importance of Jesus. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘The resurrection was the most important event in the life of Jesus.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  reach a justified conclusion.





[image: ]







[image: ]


Summary


The Last Supper was when Jesus began the Eucharist by sharing bread and wine with his disciples on Maundy Thursday. They then went to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus prayed to be spared death, Judas betrayed Jesus, and Jesus was arrested. Jesus was tried by the Sanhedrin and then by Pontius Pilate and Herod. He was crucified on Good Friday and buried by Joseph of Arimathea. Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday and appeared to the disciples before ascending to heaven.


The evidence for this is only found in the Gospels, which do not always agree with each other on precisely what happened.
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Topic 1.1.5 The nature of salvation





[image: ]


Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the nature of salvation (law, sin, grace and spirit)



•  understand the role of Christ within salvation including reference to John 3:10–21 and Acts 4:8–12



•  think about different attitudes to atonement within Christianity



•  evaluate different understandings of the importance of atonement and salvation.





[image: ]





The nature of salvation


Sin is an action that breaks God’s law. Sin makes it difficult to have a relationship with God because sin separates a person from God. Sin can be:





•  Original sin, which is inherited from the actions of Adam and Eve. Most Christians believe that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, they broke the perfect relationship between humans and God and as a result everyone is born with original sin.



•  Personal sin, which is the consequence of a person’s own actions.





Many Christians believe that those who die with unforgiven sins will not be able to get to heaven.


Salvation means being saved from sin, and Christians believe that salvation is essential to have a relationship with God while on earth, and to have eternal life with God in heaven after death.


The role of Jesus in salvation


At the time of Jesus, the Jewish people believed that salvation came from obeying the 613 laws given to Moses in the Torah. However, Christians believe that Jesus came to earth in order for Christians to receive salvation in a more permanent way.


They believe that when Jesus died on the cross, his death paid for human sins and gave people the chance of salvation. When people believe in Jesus they believe that they receive God’s grace, which helps them lead a good Christian life.




For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:17)







Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)





Christians sometimes use the word atonement to describe the role of Jesus’ salvation. Atonement means reconciliation, and the healing of the broken relationship between God and humans.


Roman Catholic, Orthodox and some Anglican Christians believe that they can receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:





•  receiving the sacraments of baptism and confirmation



•  receiving the sacrament of reconciliation/confession



•  receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist (Holy Communion)



•  leading a Christian life.







[image: ]


Useful words


Sin – an act that is against God’s will


Salvation – the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil


Torah – the books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), the most holy book of Judaism


Grace – God’s gift which gives the strength to be good and holy


Atonement – reconciliation between God and humans


Reconciliation – bringing together people who were opposed to each other


Sacrament – an outward ceremony through which God’s grace is given
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Many Protestants, especially Evangelicals, believe that salvation comes through a personal acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
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Activity


Look at the passages from John 3:10–21 and Acts 4:8–12. What do they tell us about the role of Jesus in salvation?
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Catholics participating in the Mass, as the service including the Eucharist is known in the Catholic Church.





Why is salvation from sin important to Christians?


Salvation from sin is important because:





•  Without salvation, a person’s sins will prevent them from having a relationship with God in this life and send them to hell or purgatory after death.



•  Salvation is the only way that Christians can have eternal life with God. This eternal life will be perfect and is beyond description.



•  Salvation from sin was the purpose of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is the saviour of the world whose death on the cross brought forgiveness of sins and the assurance of eternal life.
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Useful words


Purgatory – a place where Catholics believe souls go after death to be purified
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Divergent Christian understandings of atonement


Atonement, as the word suggests, comes from ‘at-one-ment’: being in harmony with someone. Christians use it to describe how by paying the price for human sin, Jesus’ death repaired the broken relationship between humans and God. It refers to the forgiving or pardoning of sin, especially original sin, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, allowing God to be reconciled with his creation. However, there are three different understandings of how exactly Jesus’ death brought about atonement and salvation in Christianity:
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Activities





1  Why do Christians think people need salvation from sin?



2  Look at the photo of the Mass. How do Roman Catholics believe Jesus brings salvation to people today?
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1 The Roman Catholic understanding


The Catholic Church teaches that Christ offered himself as a sacrifice for human sin in an act of love. So Jesus’ death on the cross made ‘satisfaction’ for our sins. In his act of self-sacrifice (Christ’s Passion), Christ demonstrated his Father’s love for humanity.


In this view, salvation comes through taking the sacraments of the Church.


2 Evangelical Protestant understanding


Evangelical Protestants’ understanding of how Jesus’ death led to atonement is often known as the Protestant ‘penal substitution theory’. They believe that God’s justice meant that he needed to punish human sin. However, rather than punish humans he took the punishment on himself, through Jesus’ death on the cross. So Jesus acted as a substitute and took the punishment of all humans.


In this view, salvation comes through faith in the atoning death of Christ by taking Jesus as one’s Lord and Saviour.
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Useful words


Christ’s Passion – the betrayal, arrest, trials and crucifixion of Jesus


Faith – firm belief without logical proof
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3 Liberal Protestant understanding


Most liberal Protestants believe that the way Jesus brought about atonement was by acting as a moral example to humanity. They believe that through his teachings, the example he set in his life and most of all through his death on the cross Jesus showed God’s love for humankind.


In response to the love Jesus showed, humans are inspired to follow his example and live a good life and to repent their sins. By doing these things humans can be reunited with God.


On this view, salvation comes from living the Christian life and following the teachings and example of Jesus.




[image: ]


Activity


Look at the placard in the photo below. Do you think this would make non-religious people look for salvation?
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An Evangelical placard in Belfast.





The importance of atonement and salvation for Christians today


For conservative and fundamentalist Christians, salvation is important because they believe that without salvation from sin, they will never be able to have a proper relationship with God, their sins will not be forgiven and so they will not be able to enter heaven. Atonement is important because the atoning death of God’s Son was the only way to bring salvation to humanity.


For liberal Christians, their understanding of the atonement makes it important because it inspires them to live a good Christian life, and living the Christian life will bring them salvation.
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Activity


Which Christian understanding of atonement do you agree with the most?
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why Christians believe salvation is important. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘Only those who have been saved from sin will get to heaven.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Christians believe that they need salvation from sin because sin stops people from having a proper relationship with God. All Christians believe that Jesus saved people from sin (atonement) by his death on the cross. Catholics and Orthodox Christians believe that Jesus brings salvation through the sacraments of the Church. Some Protestants believe that salvation comes through believing in Jesus’ saving work. Many Protestants believe that salvation comes through following the teachings and example of Jesus.


Christians believe that salvation is important, because without it many believe they will go to hell.
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Topic 1.1.6 Christian eschatology
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about divergent Christian teachings about life after death



•  think about the nature of resurrection, judgement, heaven and hell and purgatory



•  know how these teachings are shown in the Bible, especially 2 Corinthians 5:1–10



•  be able to evaluate the importance of the teachings about life after death for Christians today.
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Eschatology refers to religious beliefs about death, judgement and life after death. All Christians believe that this life is not all there is. They believe that God will reward the good and punish the bad in some form of life after death. However, there are different attitudes in Christianity about the nature of life after death.


Resurrection of the body


Some Protestants believe that when people die, their soul remains in the grave until the time when God will end the world. This is known as the Last Day, which will follow the Second Coming of Jesus. This is the belief that Jesus will return to earth to declare the end of the world. At that time, the dead will be raised and both the living and the dead will be given resurrection bodies.


Everyone will then appear before God for the final judgement. This judgement will be based on both what people believe and how they have lived their lives on earth. Some Christians believe that those Christians who have been born again, and have repented of their sins, will go to heaven for eternity. Everyone else will go to hell for eternity because they have rejected God’s love.


Some Christians believe in the resurrection of the body because it was Jesus’ body which physically rose from the dead, and his resurrection body was different from his earthly body, so Christians’ bodies will rise and become resurrection bodies. This is what is taught by St Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 and by John the Divine in Revelation.


Immortality of the soul


Many Christians believe that people are made up of a body and a soul. They believe that the soul is non-material and immortal (it will never die). They believe that when the body dies, the soul leaves the body to live with God.


These Christians believe that there is a spirit world where God can be experienced in a much more immediate way than on earth. Some of these Christians believe that the nature of the afterlife in the spirit world is determined by what people believe and how they have lived their lives on earth. Therefore, they believe that good Christians will go to heaven, but everyone else will go to a spiritual form of hell.


Others do not believe in any form of hell. They believe that all souls will have opportunities to learn from their mistakes on earth, and so move up in a variety of types of heaven until they reach the presence of God.


Belief in the immortality of the soul is based on the belief that after his ascension, Jesus became a spirit and went to the spirit world. Also, Jesus told the robber crucified with him that he would go straight to paradise, and there are references in the Gospels to Abraham, Moses and Elijah being able to be communicated with in heaven, therefore they must be living on in a spiritual world. Furthermore, the evidence of the paranormal (see Topic 1.4.5, page 128) seems to indicate the immortality of the soul rather than the resurrection of the body.
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Useful words


Resurrection – the belief that, after death, the body stays in the grave until the end of the world, when it is raised


Heaven – a place of paradise in the presence of God


Hell – a place of horrors where Satan rules


Immortality of the soul – the idea that the soul lives on after the death of the body
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Activity


What are the differences between resurrection and believing in the immortality of the soul?
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Many Christians believe in a mixture of resurrection and immortality. They think their souls will live on after death and have a final judgement.




Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep … God gives it a body as he has determined … The body that is sown perishable, it is raised imperishable … it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. (1 Corinthians 15)





Catholic teachings about life after death


Catholics believe in a mixture of resurrection and immortality. The Roman Catholic Church teaches in the Catechism that when people die, Christians who are perfectly purified will go to heaven, Christians who have died with unforgiven sins (and possibly good members of other religions and good non-believers) will go to purgatory to be purified of their sins and evil people will go to hell. At the end of the world, God will judge everyone and make a new heaven and a new earth where the resurrected souls from heaven and purgatory will live, but the souls from hell will return to hell.
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Useful words


Purgatory – a place where Catholics believe souls go after death to be purified


[image: ]





Heaven and hell


All Christians believe in heaven as a perfect place in the company of God, although they may describe it in different ways. All Christians believe that heaven is a place of everlasting life where Christians go after their death. Many Christians believe that hell is the opposite of heaven; it is a place of suffering away from the presence of God.


However, there are different attitudes about heaven and hell among Christians:





•  Most Catholics believe that all Christians will eventually go to heaven and that good followers of any religion may go to heaven, but everyone else will go to hell.



•  Some Christians believe that only good Christians will go to heaven, but bad Christians and all members of other religions will go to hell.



•  Some believe that all good people will go to heaven whatever they believe, but bad people will go to hell.



•  Other Christians believe that there is no hell, only levels of heaven, so everyone will eventually go to heaven.





Purgatory


Catholic Christians believe that purgatory is the place where those Christians who have died with unforgiven sins go to be purified of their sins so that they can go to heaven.


However, Protestant Christians believe that there is no such place as purgatory since it has no biblical foundation. As Article 22 of the 39 Articles of the Church of England (the statement of the beliefs of the Church of England) states:




The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping and Adoration, as well of Images as of Relics, and also Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God.





The final judgement


As we have seen, Christians believe that after death each person will be judged and the nature of their afterlife will depend on the outcome of this judgement.


Catholics and Protestants who believe in resurrection believe that this will be a final judgement at the end of the world when the living and the raised dead will be gathered before God. They will be judged on how they have lived and on what they have believed.


Christians who believe in immortality of the soul believe that each soul will be judged when they die and the basis of the judgement will be focused on how they have lived.


Christian beliefs about judgement are based on Bible teachings such as the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats. This parable says that the final judgement will be based on whether people have fed the hungry, clothed the naked, welcomed strangers, and visited the sick and those in prison: those who have done this will go to heaven, those who have not will go to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31–46).
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An angel leading a soul into hell. Oil painting by a follower of Hieronymus Bosch, c.1540.





How beliefs about life after death are shown in the Bible


As we have seen, Christian teachings about life after death come from the Bible. The belief in resurrection is based on St Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 15. Belief in the immortality of the soul comes from such verses as Jesus’ promise to the robber crucified with him. Heaven is referred to as a place of paradise where God dwells and hell is referred to as a place of fire and punishment in many places in the Bible, especially in the parables of Jesus such as the Sheep and Goats. The final judgement is also taught in many biblical passages, perhaps most clearly in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats. The reason Protestants do not believe in purgatory is that it is not taught in the Bible.


A major Bible teaching on life after death comes from St Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:1–10, where he says:





•  Christians know that if their body is destroyed they will have a non-physical home in heaven.



•  Christians long to be in heaven, which is their goal.



•  Because they are aiming for heaven, Christians do all they can to please God while living on earth.



•  Christians do this because they know that everyone will appear before God to be judged on the good and/or bad deeds they have done on earth.
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Activities





1  Why do you think Christians have different opinions about heaven and hell?



2  If you were God what would you base the final judgement on?



3  How does St Paul’s teaching in 2 Corinthians show the importance of belief in life after death for Christians?
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Why teachings about life after death are important to Christians today





•  Christians believe that what happens to them after they die will be determined by how they have lived in this life. Many Christians believe that they will be judged by God and that only if they have lived a good Christian life will they be allowed into heaven. So Christians will try to live a good Christian life following the teachings of the Bible and the Church so that they go to heaven and not hell when they die.



•  Christians believe that sin can prevent people from going to heaven. Some Christians believe that those who die with unforgiven sins will go to hell. The Catholic Church teaches that those who die with unforgiven sins will go to purgatory to be purified before they can reach heaven. Clearly, these teachings mean that Christians will try to avoid committing sins in their lives so that they will go to heaven.



•  Beliefs about life after death give Christians’ lives meaning and purpose. They feel that for life to end at death does not make sense. A life after death, in which people will be judged on how they live this life, with the good rewarded and the evil punished, makes sense of this life. If the purpose of life is for people to live their lives in such a way that they spend eternity in heaven, then that gives life a meaning. This may be why in surveys it is found that Christians suffer less from depression and are less likely to kill themselves than atheists and agnostics.
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Useful words


Atheist – someone who does not believe that God exists


Agnostic – someone unsure as to whether or not God exists
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why beliefs about life after death are important for Christians. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.



d  ‘Only those who believe in Jesus will go to heaven.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  refer to different Christian points of view


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Some Evangelical Protestants believe in the resurrection of the body, the idea that everyone will be raised on the Last Day to be judged by God and sent to heaven or hell depending on whether they’ve been a good Christian or not.


Liberal Christians believe that the soul lives on after death in a spirit world and that their after-lives will depend on how they have lived this life.


Catholic Christians believe that those who die with all their sins forgiven go straight to heaven; those who die with unforgiven sins will go to purgatory to be purified. At the end of the world they will be judged and the good will go to heaven and the evil to hell.


These beliefs about life after death affect Christians’ lives as they try to live a good Christian life so that they go to heaven and not hell.
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Topic 1.1.7 The problem of evil and suffering
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about the problems that evil and suffering raise for Christians about the nature of God



•  understand why these problems may lead some believers to reject belief or question their faith



•  think about the differences between natural and moral suffering



•  be able to evaluate the problems that evil and suffering cause for Christian belief.
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Evil and suffering can take two forms: moral suffering and natural suffering.
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Useful words


Moral suffering – suffering caused by actions done by humans


Natural suffering – suffering which is caused by nature and has nothing to do with humans
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Moral suffering


Moral suffering is suffering that is caused by humans misusing their free will (the human ability to make choices). It is always possible to choose to do something good or something evil. Humans choosing to do evil usually cause moral suffering.


War is a good example of moral suffering. Wars cause large amounts of suffering. Not only are military personnel on both sides made to suffer, but modern warfare also uses weapons that kill and injure large numbers of innocent civilians. All wars are caused by the actions of humans who could have chosen to act differently. Suicide bombers actively choose to cause suffering to innocent people, who are likely to include babies and children, in order to draw attention to their cause.


Rape, murder and burglary are clear examples of moral suffering. Less clear would be suffering such as famines, where humans making wrong choices may have caused the suffering, for example, landowners growing cash crops like cotton instead of food in order to make more money. However, the famine could have been caused by something out of human control, such as a drought.


Christians often call acts of moral evil sins because they are against what God wants humans to do (as revealed to them, for example, in the Ten Commandments):




You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony …
You shall not covet … (The last five of the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:13–17)
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What sort of suffering do criminals cause?





Natural suffering


Natural suffering is suffering that has not been caused by humans. Earthquakes, floods, volcanoes, droughts, tsunamis, hurricanes, tornadoes, cancers and so on are not actually caused by humans but they result in massive amounts of human suffering. However, some suffering which appears to be caused by nature may actually be the result of human evil choices. For example, climate change is caused by humans polluting the atmosphere and results in more extreme weather and natural disasters.
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Activities





1  Look at the last five of the Ten Commandments above. Would breaking these lead to moral suffering?



2  Look at the photo of a burglary. What reasons might the burglar have had for his action?
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Rescue workers in Japan two days after a powerful tsunami triggered by an earthquake hit the country’s east coast in March 2011.





How evil and suffering may cause people to question or reject belief in God


Some people cannot believe that a good God would have designed a world that contained natural evils. They find it easier to believe that natural disasters are a result of the earth being formed by accident from the Big Bang and so they question or reject God’s existence.
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Activity


Look at the photo above. Who could be blamed for the massive suffering caused by the Japanese tsunami?


[image: ]





People find it hard to believe in a God who allows humans to cause so much evil and suffering when he could stop it if he wanted to. If God exists, he must have known what Adolf Hitler was going to do, so why not intervene before so many people suffered throughout the Second World War and the Holocaust? The existence of this suffering may mean that God does not exist.


Why this raises problems for Christian beliefs about the nature of God





•  If God is omnipotent (all-powerful), he must be able to remove evil and suffering from the world.



•  If God is omnibenevolent (all-good), he must want to remove evil and suffering from the world because they cause so much unhappiness.







The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbour his anger forever. (Psalm 103:8–9)
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Useful words


Holocaust – the mass murder of the Jews by the Nazis in the Second World War


Omnipotent – the belief that God is all-powerful


Omnibenevolent – the belief that God is all-good
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•  If God is omniscient (knows everything that is going to happen), he must have known all the evil and suffering that would come from creating the universe in the way he did. Therefore, he should have created the universe in a different way to avoid evil and suffering.



•  It follows that, if God exists, there should be no evil or suffering in the world.



•  As there is evil and suffering in the world, either God is not omnipotent, or God is not omnibenevolent, or God is not omniscient, or God does not exist.
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Useful words


Omniscient – the belief that God knows everything that has happened and everything that is going to happen
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A British soldier (left) guards Fritz Klein, the doctor of the Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration camp, standing in front of a mass burial site for dead prisoners.





Christians believe that God is omnipotent, benevolent and omniscient. So, the existence of evil and suffering challenges their beliefs about God, and as these beliefs come from their holy book and creeds, it challenges the whole of their religion.


For many religious believers, evil and suffering only become a problem when they come into contact with them. So, if they experience the suffering caused by a natural disaster like an earthquake, or if their child dies from a disease, the problem can sometimes lead believers into rejecting religion and becoming atheist or agnostic.
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Activity


Find out about the Holocaust, then look at the photo above and explain why some of the soldiers might have lost their faith in God.
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Practice questions





c  Explain two reasons why evil and suffering in the world cause problems for Christian beliefs about the nature of God.



d  ‘Evil and suffering are the fault of humans.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







    •  refer to Christian teachings


    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Evil and suffering in the world stop some people from believing in God. They think that there should be no evil and suffering in a world created by a good and powerful God. A good God should not want bad things to happen, and a powerful God ought to be able to stop such things, yet they still exist and this leads people to doubt that there is a God.
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Topic 1.1.8 Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about how Christians respond to the problem of suffering biblically (Psalm 119, Job), theoretically and practically



•  be able to evaluate the success of these solutions.
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Biblical responses to the problem


Many Christians believe that there is no point in worrying about the problem of evil because humans cannot understand God’s reasons for doing things. This view is based on the Book of Job in the Old Testament. Job was a sinless man who worshipped God faithfully. However, Satan argued with God that Job only worshipped him because God had given him a good life and that if his good life disappeared he would then stop worshipping God. God did not believe this and so allowed Satan to remove Job’s good life and afflict him with terrible diseases. Job asked God why this was happening to him and demanded that God should speak to him directly. However, when Job came face to face with God and was presented with his greatness and holiness, he realised that God is so great, humans have no right to question him. God must have a reason for allowing evil and suffering, but people cannot understand the reason.


Christians often combine this response with the one shown in the Book of Psalms in the Old Testament. The Psalms show that suffering is intended to be a part of life and many of the Psalms tell of good, religious people suffering, but the Psalms show that life is more than suffering. The other side of suffering is joy and in the Psalms suffering and joy go side by side.
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Useful words


Holiness – the state of being very moral and spiritual


Psalms – a book of the Old Testament containing 150 sacred songs
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The Psalms also show that suffering can bring believers to a deeper knowledge of God, as shown in Psalm 119:




Teach me knowledge and good judgement, for I trust your commands. Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees. Though the arrogant have smeared me with lies, I keep your precepts with all my heart. Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, but I delight in your law. It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees. (Psalm 119:66–71)





Having God’s help and strength when suffering helps Christians to cope with the problem.


Theoretical responses


The free will response is how many Christians claim that evil and suffering are not God’s fault. According to Genesis 1, God created humans in his image, which means he created them with free will. Christians believe that God wanted people to be free to decide whether to believe in him or not; he did not want to force them to worship him. However, to be free means to be free to do either good or evil. So when God created free people, he could not create people who always did good because such people would not be free. Creating free people has brought evil and suffering into the world, but the evil and suffering are problems caused by humans misusing their free will, and so are not God’s fault.
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Activities





1  Make a list of the weak and strong points of the biblical responses.



2  Do you think Psalm 119 answers the problem of evil and suffering?
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Often connected with the free will response is the Christian belief that the evil and suffering in this life are not problems because they are part of a plan in which those who suffer will be rewarded by eternal paradise after they die. Most Christians claim that this life is a preparation for paradise. If people are to improve their souls, they need to face evil and suffering in order to become good, kind and loving. They claim that the evil and suffering of this life are things God cannot remove if he is going to give people the chance to become good people. But, in the end, he will show his omnibenevolence and omnipotence by rewarding them in heaven. This is often known as the ‘vale of soul making response’. God created this world as a place for people to develop their souls.


Christians often connect this to the belief that good can come out of evil. For example, in the evil of the Holocaust, Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan friar, was arrested and sent to Auschwitz. Here he continued his priestly ministry discreetly, hearing many confessions and smuggling in bread and wine for Mass. When a married man with children was to be executed, Maximilian offered to take his place. He was canonised in 1982, when the man whose life he saved was still living and able to attend the ceremony in Rome.
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Maximilian Kolbe (1894–1941) celebrated in a stained-glass window of the Basilica of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in Marija Bistrica, Croatia.





Practical responses


Many Christians believe that they should respond to evil and suffering in practical ways. The life of Jesus in the Gospels shows that even God’s own son had to suffer, and that Jesus commanded his followers to respond to suffering by helping those who suffer. All Christians believe that they should respond to the problem by helping those who suffer and trusting in God for the answer to the problem. The New Testament teaches Christians that Jesus regarded evil and suffering as something to be fought. Jesus healed the sick, fed the hungry, challenged those who were evil, and even raised the dead. Christians feel that they should follow the example of Jesus and fight against evil and suffering by:





•  Praying for those who suffer. Christians believe that prayer is a very powerful way of responding to the problem. They believe that by praying for those who suffer, God will ensure that the right type of relief for their suffering is provided. Such prayers are called intercessionary prayers and all Christian services include prayers of intercession asking God to help those who suffer from poverty, sickness, famine, war and so on. Christians believe that the power of prayer can be seen in its results. Catholic Christians would see this especially in the prayers offered during pilgrimage to Lourdes and Protestant Christians in the healing services held in many churches.
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Useful words


Vale of soul making – the idea that God gave people this life to make their souls good enough for heaven


Franciscan – a member of a religious order which follows the teachings and spiritual disciplines of St Francis of Assisi


Friar – a member of a religious order which does not own property and who has to either work or beg to earn a living


Auschwitz – a Second World War Nazi concentration camp in Poland where at least 1.1 million prisoners died


Canonise – make someone a saint


Intercessionary prayers – prayers asking God’s help for other people
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Activities





1  Make a list of the weak and strong points of the theoretical responses.



2  Look at the photo of Maximilian Kolbe above. Do you think he deserves to be a saint?
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Activities





1  Make a list of the weak and strong points of the practical responses.



2  Look at the photo of a food bank opposite. Why do you think many food banks are run by churches?
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Much Wenlock Methodist Church helping in collecting donated food for distribution by the Bridgnorth food bank.








•  Offering practical help to those who suffer. Jesus did not just pray and preach, he healed the sick, brought sight to the blind and fed the hungry. Christians believe that they should follow Jesus’ example and respond to evil in a practical way. As a result, many Christians try to overcome evil and suffering by becoming doctors, nurses, social workers and so on, so that they can help to reduce the amount of suffering in the world. Christians have also founded charities to help to eliminate suffering, such as Christian Aid and CAFOD to ease the suffering of those in less economically developed countries. In the UK, Christian churches organise food banks, campaigns to remove child poverty, charities to help refugees, groups promoting racial harmony and so on.
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Practice questions





c  Explain two ways in which Christians respond to the problem of evil and suffering.



d  ‘Evil is not a problem for religious believers.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







      •  refer to Christian teachings


      •  refer to different Christian points of view


      •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary


Christians respond to the problem of evil and suffering by:





•  accepting the teaching of the Bible in Job that God has a reason for suffering but that humans cannot understand it



•  accepting the Bible teaching in Psalms that suffering and joy are an essential part of life



•  claiming that evil and suffering are the fault of humans misusing their free will



•  claiming that evil and suffering are part of a test to prepare people for heaven



•  praying for those who suffer



•  helping those who suffer.
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How to answer questions




a)  State three religious other than Christianity in Britain. [3]





Islam, Hinduism and Judaism are three non-Christian religious traditions in Britain.
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A high mark answer because three non-Christian religions in Britain are clearly stated.
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b)  Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to Christians. [4]





Christians feel that the Trinity helps them to understand how God works in the world: the Father who creates, the Son who saves from sin and the Spirit who empowers.


They also believe that the Trinity helps them to understand God’s unity. There might be three persons but there is only one substance: God.
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A high mark answer because two correct reasons are given and each reason is developed
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c)  Explain two ways Christians respond to evil and suffering. In your answer, you should refer to a source of wisdom and authority. [5]





Christians respond to evil and suffering by helping those who suffer as they were told to by Jesus in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats. They also respond to the problem by seeking an answer in the Bible such as in the Book of Job where they learn that God has a reason for evil and suffering, but humans cannot understand it.
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A high mark answer because two ways are explained and each is developed by explicit reference to a Bible teaching.
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d)  ‘Jesus had to die.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:







      •  refer to Christian points of view



      •  refer to different Christian points of view



      •  reach a justified conclusion. [12 marks + 3 spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) marks]






Many Christians believe that Jesus had to die because otherwise there would be no salvation from sin or eternal life in heaven. Catholics believe that the Father had to hand his Son to sinners in order to reconcile sinners to himself. Evangelical Protestants believe that everyone has sinned and so deserves death (‘the wages of sin is death’, Romans 6:23) and only by his death could Jesus bear the curse of sin in the place of the whole of humanity and bring salvation.


However, most liberal Protestants do not think Jesus had to die. They believe that salvation comes through following the teachings and example of Jesus, which enables humans to behave like the children of God, and so reconciles them to God. They do not believe a loving, omnipotent God would require his son to die.


It seems to me that, although the idea that Jesus had to die is based on the Bible and Church teachings, the liberal view makes more sense because if God wants us to be saved from our sins, we must be able to do this by changing our behaviour rather than someone having to die.
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A high mark answer because it gives two clear developed Christian reasons for thinking that Jesus had to die. It then gives three reasons for liberal Christians disagreeing and then reaches a fully justified conclusion.
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SPaG


A high mark answer because the answer spells, punctuates and uses the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning. A wide range of specialist terms is used adeptly and with precision.
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Area of study 1: Based on a study of Christianity



2 Marriage and the family



Topic 1.2.1 Marriage
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Thinking points


In this topic you need to:





•  think about Christian teachings on the importance and purpose of marriage, including Mark 10:6–9



•  think about the importance of marriage in society; different Christian, non-religious (including Humanist and atheist) attitudes to marriage, including cohabitation, and the Christian responses to them



•  be able to explain and evaluate different Christian and non-religious attitudes to marriage.
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Christian teachings about the importance and purpose of marriage


Jesus taught that:




Marriage was established by God when he created humans: ‘But at the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’. (Mark 10:6–8)







In marriage, God joins the couple together in a sacred bond that humans have no right to break: ‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate’. (Mark 10:9–10)







Consequently, marriage is for life because God’s bonds cannot be broken: ‘Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery’. (Mark 10:11)
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Useful words


Sacred bond – a joining together sanctified by God which cannot be broken by humans


Adultery – a sexual act between a married person and someone other than their marriage partner
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Two different Christian wedding ceremonies.





The implication of these verses is that Jesus believed in monogamy and that marriage should be between one man and one woman.


The Christian Churches follow Jesus in teaching that God created man and woman for each other and that marriage should be a lifelong relationship between them.


The Christian Churches teach that God created marriage:





•  so that a couple can have a lifelong relationship of love, companionship and faithfulness



•  so that a couple can have the support and comfort of each other and enjoy sex with each other in the way God intended for the procreation of children



•  so that children can be brought up in a Christian family and become members of Christ’s Church



•  as a way for the couple to show their love for each other and to gain God’s grace to help them in their married life.





Marriage is one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches and as such it is a sign of grace, instituted by Christ himself and, through the Church, imparting God’s grace and strength. As a sacrament, Catholic marriage involves not only the bride and groom, but also God himself.


Even though Catholic priests and all monks and nuns are forbidden to marry, marriage is very important in Christianity because:





•  Christians believe that marriage was created by God as the way of establishing and preserving society.



•  Christians believe that marriage is the only acceptable way for Christians to have a sexual relationship.



•  Christian families are brought about through marriage and are the way new life is brought into the Church as the children of Christian parents are baptised and confirmed or dedicated and baptised as adults.
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Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband … I say this as a concession, not as a command … Now as to the unmarried and the widows, I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. (St Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:1–8)
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