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Chapter One
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Congratulations!

You're Engaged!

What a feeling: you can't stop smiling—and, of course, gazing at the glittering diamond ring he placed on your finger when he proposed; you wish you could broadcast your joy to the whole wide world (“Newsflash! We're getting married!”). And guess what? This is just the beginning …

You and your fiancé are about to embark on a joyful—and hectic— time in your lives. You've probably fantasized since you were a little girl about what your wedding day would be like (including Prince Charming and the fairy-tale ceremony). In the first few weeks following your engagement, you'll be caught up in the excitement and emotion of your impending nuptials. But once reality sets in, you might be surprised at how much you need to do to prepare for the Big Day. There are dozens of details to iron out: Where and when will the wedding take place? How much will it cost? What will you wear?Whom will you invite? It can be overwhelming and even worse, overwhelmingly expensive.

Don't panic. This book can be your best friend. Whether you have a year or only a few months to get it all done, you'll find everything you need to plan the perfect wedding without going broke. Yes, it will require some serious effort and lots of decision making. But if you're organized from the start (use our worksheets, checklists, and charts to help you keep track of every detail), you'll have no trouble accomplishing everything in ample time, without stress, strife, and serious damage to your bank account.

Your Day, Your Way

Start by taking a deep breath and remembering one golden rule: this is your wedding. You and your groom are the stars of the show, and your happiness is most important. Once you announce your engagement, you'll find that everyone, from family and friends to total strangers, is full of advice and strong opinions on how you should do things. Thank them graciously for their kind and insightful words— then use what you choose (the rest simply lose!). Often you'll receive great advice and ideas from those who have been through it before (see the “It Worked for Me!” boxes throughout this book for tips from recent brides). Just don't allow others, even if they mean well, to push you into something you don't want.

When booking a site or a service, always ask lots of questions (we'll give you several lists of good ones to take along), and make sure you're satisfied with the deal (yes, you can haggle) before you sign on the dotted line. Keep your dates, addresses, and payments neatly organized. Besides the information you record in this book, you'll want to save all invoices and contracts in a folder or box and maybe even keep a computerized account of all transactions, dates, and lists (check out the Bridal Guide website, www.bridalguide.com, for templates).

But don't get so caught up in the “business” of being a bride that you forget what a wonderful and special time this is for you as a couple. It shouldn't all be about budgeting and booking caterers. Enjoy yourselves and your engagement, and don't lose sight of the real reason you're going to all this trouble: your wedding day is a celebration of your love and devotion and the beginning of a beautiful future together.

Sharing the News of Your Future “I Do's”

The first people you should tell you're engaged are your family members: Mom and Dad, grandparents, siblings, aunts, and uncles. The bride's folks are traditionally the ones you inform first, and how you announce it to them is up to you. In person is preferable (if your fiancé is very traditional, he might want to ask your dad for your hand in marriage before he proposes), but if your parents live far away, it might have to be a phone call. You can arrange a future date to visit. You should then call or visit the groom's parents, followed by calls to your closest family members and friends, especially those you will ask to be in your wedding party.

Traditionally, his mom should call your mom to exchange congratulations. Once everyone is informed of your engagement, you can organize a meet-and-greet prior to the wedding (assuming his folks and yours have never gotten together before). This should be casual and fun—choose a place that is conveniently located for both families and will put everyone at ease. Of course, you might be a little anxious about how your clan and his will get along—that's natural. After all, you're telling virtual strangers that they're about to become one big happy family! Give it time—and don't agonize if at first not everyone hits it off.

Mothers and Others: Deciding Who Will Be Involved

Those close to you (particularly mothers) will most likely volunteer to do anything and everything you need to prepare for your joyous occasion. But it's completely up to you how much of your pre-wedding work you want to delegate. You should first talk it over with your fiancé—how does he feel about your mom or his mom being involved? Does he regard it as considerate or intrusive?



“It Worked for Me!”
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“We live in Manhattan, my folks are in upstate New York, and my husband's family is in California, So we asked the telephone operator to set up a three-way conference call and we gave them the news simultaneously. Not only was it a great way to make sure both moms and dads felt equally important, it also helped break the ice between the in-laws. They were both, so happy and kept congratulating not just us, but each other.”

~ Stacy, 27, New York



Consider This:

•  If either of your parents is divorced, plan on visiting one and then the other to tell them your engagement news (or call them individually).

•  If either of you has children, you should tell them about your engagement as soon as possible. Be comforting and reassuring as well as prepared to tackle some tough questions (for example, “Where will we live?” “How will things be different?” “Will I have to listen and do what my new step-mom/step-dad tells me?”).

•  Inform your ex. If you have a former spouse and you have children together, you should tell him or her about your plans to remarry.

•  Give your boss a heads-up. Especially if you're having a short engagement (and a honeymoon vacation is in the works) or if you'll need a few days off for wedding planning. While they'll be happy for you, they may also be worried that your wedding will now be your number one priority—and your work will suffer. Reassure higher-ups that being a bride won't interfere with business (and make sure it doesn't).

Another thing to take into account: if your parents are paying for the wedding (or his are), they may feel it's their “right” to have a say in the decision-making process—whether they want you to be married in a religious ceremony or hold the reception at their country club. Rather than antagonize them or seem ungrateful, calmly explain that you and your fiancé are adults and want to make most of the decisions on your own. Put it to them this way: it's good training for the decisions you'll need to make over the course of your marriage. Stand your ground. Your folks may gripe at first, but they want you to be happy, so they will most likely give in.

There are, however, parents and others who don't know when to back down or mind their own business. They mean well—and honestly, all they want is to feel needed and appreciated—but they insist on being too involved. How should you handle it? Getting angry is never the answer (although it would probably feel great to blow your top!). Instead, be proactive: before your mother starts trying to elbow in on your plans, assign her small tasks that make her feel useful. Choose chores that, frankly, you wouldn't mind having someone else handle. Have her research the cost of wedding cakes in your area so you have a ballpark figure to budget into your plans or call florists for a list of flowers that will be in season the month you're marrying. Is she a classical music buff? Ask her to be in charge of selecting the songs for the processional.

Even if Mom loses her head now and then (tears, threats, tantrums, and so forth), try to keep yours. Understand that your loving mother hasn't really turned into a monster—she's just under a great deal of stress these days, not unlike yourself. A daughter or son's wedding can be a difficult time for a parent emotionally. She may feel as if she's losing her child, and that can stir up jealousy, fear, anger, even sorrow. Be patient and try to put yourself in her shoes.

Sometimes, however, help can (and should!) be welcome. If you feel there are a million things to do and only one of you to go around, you can also ask your fiancé and your bridesmaids to pitch in, provided what you're asking is not unreasonable. Being in the wedding party is an honor, but it is also an obligation. Don't feel guilty about sending out an SOS if you need it—that's what friends are for.

Extra! Extra! Announcing It in Print

The quickest way to get the word out to far-flung friends and acquaintances is to announce your engagement in publications. You'll want to contact your local newspaper as well as school alumni magazines and periodicals that cover your business/career. Call and ask how each publication prefers to receive information (via e-mail, fax, or regular mail) and whether they accept photographs (color or black and white?). Are there any specific deadlines? Some papers will charge you a small fee per line of text; others consider it “news” and will write a free mini-article based on the information you provide. Of course, you shouldn't expect to make the front page (unless you're marrying royalty!). The size of the announcement will depend on how much space the newspaper/magazine has available at that time. If you send in your information and still haven't seen your name in print after a few weeks, a follow-up call might do the trick.

If you provide all the information the papers need so that they don't have to call you with questions, most will happily run your announcement. To make it easy, just choose a format below and fill in the blanks. Then retype and send “To the attention of the Weddings Editor” (or whomever the publication specifies—it helps to get a name). If you're including a photo, make sure to clearly label the back with your names and a return address. Also include your name, address, e-mail, and phone numbers at the bottom of the announcement, so they can contact you for confirmation or if they need to know anything more.



“It Worked for Me!”
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“Try planning a wedding in eight weeks—total chaos! But it was the only date we could get from our country club, so we grabbed it. At first, I wanted to be Super Bride and do it all myself. When I was on the verge of a nervous breakdown, I realized, ‘Okay—time to rally the troops.’ My three sisters were in charge of stuffing, addressing, and mailing invites while my mom was the List Lady—she kept track of all the response cards, engagement gifts received, and thank-yous sent. Even my five-year-old niece had a job—she gathered rose petals from our garden to toss as she walked down the aisle. The lesson I learned: you don't have to be a martyr. If you need help, ask for it. It doesn't make you a bad bride—it makes you a sane one.”

~ Cybele, 30, Rhode Island



Consider This:

•  If your folks are divorced, the parent who raised you should announce the engagement. The other parent should also be mentioned in the text (e.g.,“Ms. Smith is also the daughter of Mr. Joe Smith of Manhattan …”). If one parent is remarried (and you're close with your step-parent), you can mention all three parents (e.g., “Mr. and Mrs. Michele Jones of Canton, Ohio, and Mr. Joe Smith of Manhattan announce the engagement of their daughter…”). Even if you have a complicated family situation, you can still honor whomever you wish in your announcement.

•  If one parent is deceased, he or she should also be mentioned in the announcement (“…the daughter of Mrs. Jane Smith and the late Mr. Joe Smith”).

•  If both parents are deceased, a close family member (such as a sibling, grandparent, aunt, or uncle) can announce the engagement.

•  If you intend to keep your maiden name, or continue to use that name professionally, you may also want to mention that in the announcement.

Wedding Worksheet Your Engagement Announcement

Fill in the blanks, retype the completed announcement on a sheet of paper, and send.

Version A: The Basic Announcement

__________[NAME OF BRIDE-TO-BE],a __________[JOB TITLE]at__________[BUSINESS NAME]in__________[CITY/STATE OF BUSINESS],is to be married to__________[NAME OF GROOM-TO-BE],a __________[JOB TITLE] at__________[BUSINESS NAME] in__________[CITY/STATE OF BUSINESS].

Ms.__________ [LAST NAME OF BRIDE-TO-BE] is the daughter of__________[BRIDE'S PARENTS' NAMES]of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE BRIDE'S PARENTS RESIDE].

Mr.__________[LAST NAME OF ROOM-TO-BE] is the son of__________[GROOM'S PARENTS' NAMES] Of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE GROOM'S PARENTS RESIDE].

A__________[MONTH OF WEDDING] wedding is planned [or “a wedding date has not yet been set”].

For more information, please contact:

[BRIDE OR GROOM'S NAME:]__________

[ADDRESS:]__________

Work Phone:(__________ )-__________

Home Phone:(__________ )-__________

E-mail:__________

Version B: The Detailed Announcement

__________[NAME OF BRIDE-TO-BE],a__________[JOB TITLE] at__________[BUSINESS NAME] in__________[CITY/STATE OF BUSINESS],is engaged to marry__________[NAME OF GROOM-TO-BE],a__________[JOB TITLE] at__________[BUSINESS NAME] in__________[CITY/STATE OF BUSINESS].

Ms.__________[LAST NAME OF BRIDE]graduated__________[INCLUDE HONORS, SUMMA CUM LAUDE, ETC., IF APPLICABLE]from__________[NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY] where she received her__________[NAME OF DEGREE] in__________[SUBJECT OF DEGREE/MAJOR].

Mr.__________[LAST NAME OF GROOM] graduated__________[INCLUDE HONORS IF APPLICABLE] from__________[NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY]where he received his__________[NAME OF DEGREE] in__________[SUBJECT OF DEGREE/MAJOR].

Ms__________[LAST NAME OF BRIDE] is the daughter of__________[BRIDE'S PARENTS' NAMES] Of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE BRIDE'S PARENTS RESIDE].Her father is a__________[NAME OF PROFESSION OR RETIRED PROFESSION],Her mother is a__________[NAME OF PROFESSION OR RETIRED PROFESSION].

Mr.__________[LAST NAME OF GROOM] is the son of__________[GROOM'S PARENTS' NAMES]of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE GROOM'S PARENTS RESIDE].His father is a__________[NAME OF PROFESSION OR RETIRED PROFESSION].His mother is a__________[NAME OF PROFESSION OR RETIRED PROFESSION].

A__________[MONTH OF WEDDING] wedding is planned in__________[CITY/STATE WHERE WEDDING WILL BE HELD].The couple plans to reside in__________[CITY/STATE you PLAN TO LIVE].

For more information, please contact:

[BRIDE OR GROOM'S NAME:]__________

[ADDRESS:]__________

Work Phone(__________ )-__________

Home Phone:(__________ )-__________

E-mail:__________

Version C: The PARENTS' Announcement

Wedding Worksheet

__________[NAMES OF BRIDE'S PARENTS]of__________[CITY/STATE PARENTS RESIDE] announce the engagement of their daughter,__________[BRIDE-TO-BE'S NAME] to__________[GROOM-TO-BE'S NAME],son of__________[NAMES OF GROOM'S PARENTS]of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE GROOM'S PARENTS RESIDE].

Ms.__________[LAST NAME OF BRIDE] graduated__________[INCLUDE HONORS, SUMMA CUM LAUDE, ETC., IF APPLICABLE] from__________[NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY] where she received her__________[NAME OF DEGREE] in__________[SUBJECT OF DEGREE/MAJOR].

She is a __________[JOB TITLE] at__________[BUSINESS NAME] in__________[CITY/STATE WHERE BUSINESS IS LOCATED].

Mr.__________[LAST NAME OF GROOM] graduated [INCLUDE HONORS IF APPLICABLE] from__________[NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY] where he received his__________[NAME OF DEGREE] in [SUBJECT OF DEGREE/MAJOR].He is a__________[JOB TITLE] a [BUSINESS NAME] In __________[CITY/STATE WHERE BUSINESS IS LOCATED].

A__________[MONTH OF WEDDING] wedding is planned [or. a “date has not yet been set for the wedding”].

For more information, please contact:

[BRIDE OR GROOM'S NAME:]__________

[ADDRESS:]__________

Work Phone:(__________)__________

Home Phone:(__________)__________

E-mail:__________

[Or you can list your PARENTS' name, address, and phone for confirmation/contact.]

Printed Announcement Cards

Another option is to send engagement announcements through the mail. This is usually done by the parents of the bride and includes the following:



__________[NAMES OF BRIDE'S PARENTS] of__________[CITY/STATE PARENTS RESIDE] announce the engagement of their daughter,__________[BRIDE-TO-BE'S NAME] to__________[GROOM-TO-BE's NAME], son of__________[NAMES OF GROOM'S PARENTS] of__________[CITY/STATE WHERE GROOM'S PARENTS RESIDE].

A__________[MONTH OF WEDDING] wedding is planned.



If you want to send your own announcements, you can use this format:



__________[BRIDE-TO-BE'S NAME]and__________[GROOM-TO-BE'S NAME)]are delighted to announce their engagement.

A__________[MONTH OF WEDDING] wedding is planned.



Of course, once the word gets out, people will want to send you engagement gifts. It's not appropriate to list where you're registered in any engagement announcement, even one you send. (Registry information is traditionally included only in a shower invitation.) Tell close friends and family members the stores you've chosen and ask them to help you spread the information to anyone interested.


Chapter Two
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The Big Picture:

Getting Organized

Iyou're wondering where to begin, look no further than the two of you. After all, you are what this wedding is all about. Before you make any major decisions or spend a single cent, you need to sit down together and come up with the “big picture” of what your wedding will be like. What are your absolute priorities—and what can you live without? What about your budget and your time frame? Are there choices you don't agree on? Do you want a black-tie affair for 300 + guests while he's thinking about a small church wedding with only close pals and family? If at first you don't see eye to eye on everything, try not to bicker. Talk it over; find a way to compromise. It will be good practice for working together and negotiating issues in the future.

If you're still debating what you want or are feeling a little overwhelmed, this chapter will help you sort things out. Here we explain the different wedding styles and what these entail: the dress code, mood, and motif; how many people to invite, cost, and so on. There are so many more options these days than just formal vs. informal, big vs. small—there may be some fun, new possibilities you've never even considered!

After you've read the chapter, you and your fiancé should fill in “The Big Picture” worksheet at the end. It's not so much a quiz as a way to help you pinpoint what you like and want for your wedding day. Once you've made up your minds, you'll be ready to put all those plans into action.

The Style File

The descriptions that follow will give you an idea of the elements that are traditionally associated with different wedding styles. If one sounds like it might be right for the two of you, you can then add your own personal touches.

Cost Key

Very expensive: $20,000 plus

Expensive: $10,000-$20,000

Moderate: $6,000-$ 10,000

Inexpensive: Less than $6,000

Ultra-Formal

Picture this: After an elaborate ceremony in a church or synagogue, the reception turns into a grand evening affair in a hotel ballroom, country club, or banquet hall. Ushers are attired in white ties and black tailcoats or tuxedos; bridesmaids in floor-length evening gowns. The guests are likewise dressed to the nines. The engraved invitations cordially welcome guests to a black-tie event (usually on a Saturday night). The wedding party arrives in a limo, a Rolls, or maybe even a horse-drawn carriage.

And the bride wore: A traditional gown with a long, sweeping train, and a veil.

The guest list: Topping 200.

The ambience: Posh. Candlelight, lush flowers, a large band or orchestra (perhaps a string quartet or harp during the ceremony).

The eats: Elaborate cocktail hour with cutting stations, waiters circulating with tray of hors d'oeuvres, and flowing champagne, followed by a multi-course sit-down meal.

In a word: Elegant.

Cost: Very expensive.

Formal

Picture this: A traditional ceremony, followed by a refined and romantic reception, held day or night, in a hotel, country club, estate, or home. Men are in tuxedos (of, if it's an afternoon wedding, perhaps dapper morning coats); ladies in floor-length or tea-length dresses (maybe with white gloves). Invitations are engraved and indicate “formal attire.”

And the bride wore: A traditional gown and veil—with a train, detachable or bustled for dancing later.

The guest list: Upward of 100.

The ambience: Elegant, like the ultra-formal affair—but with a little less emphasis on extravagance. A band or DJ provides the music.

The eats: A cocktail hour, music optional, followed by a gourmet sit-down meal.

In a word: Sophisticated.

Cost: Expensive.

Semiformal

Picture this: The lucky couple says “I do” inside a lovely church, synagogue, hall, or private home—or even under a gazebo at sunset. It can be either a day or evening affair. Groomsmen are dashing in suits and ties; the bridesmaids look pretty in short sheaths with matching wraps. Even if the wedding party dons formal attire, guests don't have to be quite as dressy.

Dollars & Sense: Formal on a Budget

Just the words ultra-formal and formal seem expensive, but there are ways of staging a fancy, lavish-looking wedding while still saving money. Here are a few ideas:

•  An afternoon or luncheon wedding can be quite formal and beautiful, but it will cost far less than an evening wedding. The same is true for a breakfast or brunch wedding. You can still get dressed up, rent a room in the best hotel, and still end up spending far less money than you would at the same hotel at night.

•  Cut the guest list. Formal and ultra-formal weddings are most often large affairs, but you can have a very small wedding that's elegant, lavish, lovely, and affordable if you are willing to go without extended family, old high school buddies, and your mother-in-law's bridge club.

•  Have a cocktail hour, one of the usual elements of a formal wedding, but don't serve mixed drinks or have an “open” bar and lots of pre-dinner food. Serve champagne and a few carefully chosen canapés only.

•  Flowers can be formal and still be simple. Fabulous calla lilies in clear glass or crystal vases can be gorgeous and fancy and much less expensive than elaborate arrangements with an assortment of flowers.

And the bride wore: A less traditional dress, perhaps a sexy sheath, a halter gown, or a gown in a soft pastel hue.

The guest list: Under 100. The invitees (invitations are either engraved or printed) are the close friends and family of the couple—the people they really want to share their special day with.

The ambience: Warm and friendly—guests mix and mingle easily. A DJ or a small quartet provides the music if you choose to have dancing.

The eats: A cocktail hour with light refreshments. The dinner that follows can be either sit-down or buffet.

In a word: Charming.

Cost: Moderate.

Informal

Picture this: A casual, relaxed celebration at a restaurant, in a park, at City Hall—or even barefoot on the beach! Casual invitations ask guests to come share in the fun and festivities. There may be only a maid of honor and best man in the wedding party, or no attendants at all, and they can wear whatever they please.

And the bride wore: A suit or a dress (not necessarily in white) sans veil.

The guest list: Under 50.

The ambience: Expect no pomp and circumstance—just joy and jubilation!

The eats: If held in a restaurant, there will likely be a preset menu. If in someone's home, the food can be homemade rather than catered.

In a word: Relaxed.

Cost: Moderate to inexpensive.

Other Ways to Say “I Do”

The Religious Wedding

Marriage is a sacred institution, which is why many people choose to wed in a house of worship. If you like the idea of a spiritual ceremony, with the beauty of the altar, ark, or stained-glass windows as your scenery, make an appointment to meet with the rabbi, priest, or minister in your synagogue or church. You'll want to ask about specific requirements. For example, you may not be able to get married on certain Jewish holidays, and some churches may require you to meet with a minister for premarital counseling. If you're not affiliated with a specific congregation, you may be asked to join or make a donation and attend a service before scheduling your wedding date. Some churches may also charge a fee (about $100-$200) for the service.

Cost: Can range from very expensive to inexpensive, since religious weddings can be super-fancy or super-simple.

The Civil Ceremony

If you and your fiancé want a nonreligious ceremony—or just one with less fuss and more simplicity—you can say your vows before a judge, justice of the peace, or other official at Town or City Hall. This person can also officiate elsewhere. You'll need to check with your local county clerk's office about procedures for obtaining a marriage license (see chapter 15 for more information). Municipalities usually require ID, a check or money order in the amount of the filing fee, and possibly blood test results. Most states will also ask you to bring along two people to witness your marriage.

Cost: Casual by nature, this type of wedding can be moderate to inexpensive.

The At-Home Ceremony

What could be more personal than holding your wedding right in your own backyard? Maybe you or someone in your family has a lush garden or cozy living room that's just as beautiful as any hotel or hall. It is also a great way to save money: since you don't have to rent a space, you'U have more to spend on other details, such as food, drinks, a band, your gown, your honeymoon, and so on. But don't forget that there will be other expenses. You'll need to look into renting chairs and tables, a dance floor, lighting, heat or air conditioning depending on the season, and if you're having it outside, possibly a tent—just in case of rain—as well as decorating and catering costs. Plus, consider hiring help to serve and clean up afterward.

Location, Location, Location

If a big-deal location is not a big deal to you, check first with your house of worship; many have attached or affiliated halls in which you can host your shindig for a lot less than, say, a big hotel or fancy catering hall. You might also look into locations where you'll only have to pay a small fee, like a public park, museum, or historic building. (Even though you'll then have to factor in catering costs, you'll usually have more room to negotiate such things as food and liquor with individual vendors than you might with a catering hall, hotel, or restaurant, which often have established per-person prices.) And, if you have your heart set on a location that commands big bucks, you can still save some money; consider planning an afternoon or weeknight affair. In addition, there are a few months of the year, like January and February, during which prices can often be negotiated.

Cost: Moderate to inexpensive.

The Military Wedding

A perfectly patriotic way to wed (an American flag is always present), this ceremony emphasizes honor and tradition. Usually held in a chapel on a military base, the bride or groom must be an active member of the service or a military academy graduate. Both military personnel and civilians can attend, and officers in the wedding party, including the groom, wear dress uniforms. After they are pronounced husband and wife, the newlyweds pass through the dramatic Arch of Swords, a symbol of safe passage into their new life together.

Cost: Moderate.

The Double Ceremony

You can share your joyous occasion with your sibling, a best friend— even a parent who is remarrying. You split the costs, and you won't have to deal with the stress solo. Because there are two couples involved, you'll probably have a lot more people to invite, and it may be tricky to get all four of you to agree on all the details. Still, brides who have chosen this way to wed insist it's twice the fun.

Cost: Moderate.

The Weekend Wedding

The party starts as soon as guests arrive on Friday night and keeps going … and going … and going! Activities and gatherings are planned all weekend. Guests find an itinerary and welcome bag in their rooms outlining local points of interest, such as museums, historical sites, seaports and malls, and other activities like fishing, golf, hayrides, ice skating, even massages! The ceremony and reception are held on Saturday evening and there is a farewell brunch on Sunday morning, sending the new Mr. and Mrs. off on their honeymoon. Because this wedding requires overnight stays for most guests, you should send out “Save the Date” cards (see page 28) with hotel information as soon as you have booked your site.

Cost: Expensive.

The Getaway Wedding

Tie the knot at some exotic spot, perhaps on a lush tropical isle or in a historic English castle. It's an exciting and adventurous alternative—just be sure to consider that the cost of jetting off to a faraway destination may be too high for some guests. These weddings usually have a small guest list for that reason. On the plus side, it's a ready-made honeymoon for you and a fun-filled getaway for those nearest and dearest. Check with resorts about their wedding packages because many include food and accommodations as well as wedding services. Or, ask a travel agent to suggest some wedding-friendly locales. Again, since advance planning is required, notify your guests with “Save the Date” cards and details as early as possible.

Cost: Moderate to expensive. It really depends on how many guests you've invited and whether you're going to pick up the travel tab for all of them.

The Progressive Wedding

Maybe many of your family and friends live too far away to attend your nuptials. If so, a progressive wedding is a great way to bridge the miles. You take your vows in one place, usually where you live, then venture to various cities, attending mini-receptions—generally informal dinners or luncheons—held in your honor. The bride's and groom's parents and other close family or friends usually do the honors, and you can incorporate the trek into your honeymoon plans.

Cost: Moderate.

Dollars & Sense: Getaway Weddings

Weddings away from home can be affordable if you're super-organized and your guests pay for part (or all) of the trip: transportation, accommodations, or both. Here are some ways to make what can be a very special and memorable wedding work financially:

•  This can be an intimate style of wedding, so plan on ten guests or less to keep costs in the reasonable realm.

•  Once guests have confirmed they're “on board.” a little legwork on your part is required to secure the best transportation rates. If you're flying, book early and negotiate a group rate with the airline or travel agent. If you are buying a block of ten or fifteen seats, the airline may give you a discount.

•  Research off-season rates (and weather) at your chosen destination. Hotel rates can be anywhere from 25 to 50 percent lower than during high season. And oftentimes weather isn't really an issue. Aspen in October and Anguilla in (pre-Christmas) December are usually spectacular—and are considered off-season.

•  Locations like beach resorts, ski towns, and lakeside retreats are casual by nature: so plan on casual activities, meals, and relaxed entertainment, which are always more affordable than their formal counterparts.

•  If your guests are paying for their airfare or accommodations save them some money by making their attendance at your wedding bash gift enough.

The Theme Wedding

Indulge your imagination: a theme wedding allows you to be creative and unique. Perhaps you want to re-create Arabian Nights, a Truman Capote-style black-and-white ball, even King Arthur's Camelot (perfect for you and your knight in shining armor!). The sky's the limit—just make sure not to go too overboard and blow your entire budget on decor and dress. If you have limited funds, choose just a few elements that emphasize your theme and ask your guests to come properly attired for the occasion.

Cost: Moderate to very expensive.



“It Worked for Me!”
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“Greg and I met while we were studying abroad in France, so we decided on a ‘Paris in Springtime’ theme. We were on a tight budget, so being creative really helped us save money. We made our own centerpieces with wildflowers, small French flags, and mini-Eiffel Towers we found at a model and hobby store. And instead of paying hundreds for a huge wedding cake, we ordered a small one and served petits fours and crepes with it. We bought French CDs—like Edith Piaf—and asked the DJ to mix them in all night. Everyone had a blast and said our reception was magnifique!”

~ Pamela, 29, North Carolina



The Thrill-Seeking Ceremony

You've decided your ceremony will be anything but ordinary—you want “Wows!” when you say your vows. It can certainly be done. People have said “I do!” underwater, skydiving from 30,000 feet—even bungee jumping off a cliff! You'll need to do your homework if you want an exciting option like one of these. Besides the cost of such an adventure, safety is a big issue, so make sure you carefully check references of any professionals involved. Who knows, you might just make the front page with your nuptial news!

Cost: Depending on the thrill you're seeking, the cost can run from moderate to expensive.

The Surprise Wedding

Like to keep your guests guessing? Send invitations asking friends and family to attend a bash—then surprise them by taking your vows on the spot. Once the secret's out, everyone celebrates. Guaranteed, it's a wedding no one will forget!

Cost: Inexpensive to moderate.

10 Places You Might Not Have Thought of to Have Your Wedding

1. Zoo or aquarium

2. Spa

3. Bed-and-breakfast

4. Your alma mater

5. Museum

6. A yacht or cruise ship

7. Library

8. Ski chalet (or on the slopes!)

9. Amusement park

10. Athletic field or golf course



“It Worked for Me!”
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“No one says you have to get married, in a church or a banquet hall. Brad and I wanted something a bit different, so we chose an art gallery war where we live in San Francisco—a huge loft space with white walls and big bay windows. It was the perfect place. Surrounded by great artwork and great friends, we said our vows, then danced the night away. Our first song? ‘I Left My Heart in San Francisco’.”

~ Helena, 31, California



WEDDING WORKSHEET: THE BIG PICTURE

1. How big will our wedding be?

a. Intimate (just close friends and family)

b. Small (less than 100 people)

c. Average (100–;200 people)

d. Large (more than 200 people)

2. What style will the wedding be? (Choose more than one answer.)

— Traditional

— Formal

— Elaborate

— Elegant

— Relaxed

— Theme

— Whimsical

— Getaway

— Progressive

— Ultra-formal

— Military

— Religious

— Informal

— Simple

— Fun

— Ethnic

— Romantic

— Thrill-seeking

— Weekend

— Surprise

— Semi-formal

3. In what season do you want your wedding to take place?

— Summer

— Spring

— Winter

— Fall

4. Where will the wedding ceremony and reception be held? (Choose more than one answer if you are still deciding.)

— Locally

— Bride's hometown

— Groom's hometown

— Foreign locale/vacation spot

— Church or synagogue

— Catering hall

— Hotel

— Restaurant

— Indoors

— Outdoors

— Mansion

— Historic site

— Private home/backyard

— Other ______________

5. What time of day will the wedding take place?

— Morning

— Afternoon

— Sunset

— Late evening

6. What matters to us the most about our wedding? (Choose more than one answer.)

— Number of people who can attend

— Time of year

— Time of day

— Ceremony site

— Reception site

— Food

— Drinks (open bar, champagne, etc.)

— Live band/orchestra

— DJ

— Bride's gown

— Flowers and decorations

— Photography and video

— Pre-ceremony cocktail hour

— Wedding cake

— Wedding favors

— Who officiates

— Other ______________

7. Our top priorities are (choose Five from your answers to question 6):

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

8. Who will pay for our wedding?

— The two of us

— Bride's parents

— Groom's parents

— All of the above

— Other ____________________

9. How much money can we spend on our wedding?

— Less than $5,000

— $6,000 to $10,000

— $11,000 to $20,000

— More than $20,000

10. What other wedding-related events will we have?

— Engagement party

— Bridal shower

— Couple shower (co-ed)

— Bachelor party

— Bachelorette party

— Rehearsal dinner

— Bridesmaid luncheon/tea

— Post-wedding breakfast or lunch

11. Who will help us with the planning?

— Mother of the bride

— Mother of the groom

— Maid of honor/matron of honor

— Bridesmaids

— A wedding planner

— Other

12. What are potential dates for our wedding?

a.__________ 200 —

b. __________ 200 —

c. __________ 200 —

SAVE THE DATE CARD



Save the Date!

__________[DATE OF WEDDING]

The wedding of __________ [BRIDE'S NAME] and__________[GROOM'S NAME]will be held at__________ [NAME OF RESORT OR HOTEL AND CITY].

To reserve a room, call__________ [PHONE NUMBER OF FACILITY]and ask for the __________[GROOM'S LAST NAME] party.



Note: You may also want to include a typed sheet with the card outlining all the specifics: hotel names, addresses, and phone numbers; room rates; directions; local attractions, and so forth. The more advance planning you do for guests, the easier it will be for them to attend.


Chapter Three
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Your Supporting Cast:

The Wedding Party

Your wedding party will walk down the aisle with you on your Big Day and will play a major role in this production. While you're bestowing a great honor on your maid or matron of honor, best man, bridesmaids, and groomsmen, you're also placing a big responsibility on their shoulders. So before you ask someone to be your attendant, here are some important points to consider.

What Makes a Good Bridesmaid

•  Gives opinions and advice when asked for it—and knows when to let you make up your own mind

•  Has a “sixth sense” about when you need a hand

•  Offers a shoulder to lean on—and an ear, even at 2 A.M.

•  Is not envious or resentful

•  Doesn't complain about the bridesmaid gown you select—or the 4-inch heels that go with it

•  Is kind and considerate to your family and friends

•  Will be your cheerleader when you're feeling frazzled

•  Works well with others

•  Has the time to participate in your wedding

•  Has the financial means to participate in your wedding

•  Can keep her cool when the heat is on

•  Is enthusiastic and overjoyed about being your bridesmaid!

What Makes a Good Groomsman

•  Is a team player, supportive and reassuring

•  Will give advice and opinions if asked—and butt out when necessary

•  Is not bitter about “losing” his best bud

•  Won't complain about wearing a tux or tails

•  Is kind to and considerate of the bride

•  Has the time to participate in your wedding

•  Has the financial means to participate in your wedding

•  Can keep his cool when the heat is on

•  Is enthusiastic and overjoyed about being your groomsman!

Other Things to Keep in Mind

Your ring bearer and flower girl will be children, but it helps if they're old enough to understand and perform their duties (usually four to eight years old), which include carrying a pillow with the rings tied to it and scattering petals. Toddlers might not make it all the way down the aisle— but that's okay, too. If you really want your two-year-old niece to be the flower girl, just relax and let her be her adorable self. Kids will be kids!

You can appoint junior bridesmaids and junior groomsmen (between the ages of ten and fourteen).

Whomever you select to be your maid of honor and best man should be organized, punctual, and responsible. Not only will they be organizing your bridal shower, bachelorette/bachelor parties, making toasts at the wedding, and serving as your right-hand woman/man, but they will make sure the rest of your party gets to the ceremony on time and does what they're supposed to do.

That said, there are no real rules when it comes to appointing attendants. The idea is to honor those who mean the most to you and your fiance. Of course, it would be fabulous if they fit all of the above criteria, but you're not Wring these people for a job! Nobody's perfect, and if you truly want them to share in your wedding, you may have to deal with the flaky but beloved sis or your fiancé's wacky frat brother.

Remember also that you may not be able to choose everyone you want to bè; in your party. The number of guests, and the size and style of the reception, will determine how many attendants are appropriate, and you may have to exclude people. For a small informal wedding, you may want no attendants or only one or two. But for a large formal wedding, you'll have a matron and maid of honor, best man, head usher, 10 to 12 bridesmaids, 10 to 12 ushers, a ring bearer, and a flower girl. Or any number in between!

Be prepared that someone's feelings might get hurt if she doesn't make the final cut. Try to explain why you need to limit the number. A real friend will understand and not hold it against you. Perhaps you can find another place for her in your ceremony. Maybe she can sing, read a scripture or poem, light a candle, or pass out programs.

Traditionally, a sibling serves as your maid of honor, matron of honor, or best man, but you may also choose a best friend for this role—or two if you're having trouble deciding between two friends who are equally special. And there are plenty of other nontraditional picks: a male “maid of honor,” a female “best man,” or an uneven number of bridesmaids and groomsmen.

Use the worksheet below to fill in the names, addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of your wedding party. You'll need to keep this information handy to contact them with details about attire, pre-wedding parties, and anything else you need them to do. Call each one or visit if he or she lives nearby and make sure to communicate how much the person's participation means to you.
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