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  8. Katy Perry arrives for the MTV Europe Music Awards, held at the Echo Arena on November 6, 2008 in Liverpool, England. (Photo by Getty Images)




  9. Musicians Travis McCoy and Katy Perry at the 2008 MTV Video Music Awards at Paramount Pictures Studios on September 7, 2008 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Chris

  Polk/FilmMagic)




  10. Katy Perry and Rihanna attend Karl Lagerfeld Pret a Porter show as part of the Paris Womenswear Fashion Week Spring/Summer 2010 Jardin des Tuileries on October 4, 2009 in

  Paris, France. (Photo by Eric Ryan/Getty Images)




  11. Katy Perry aka Katy Brand accepts the Favorite Female Artist and Favorite Online Sensation awards onstage during the 2011 People’s Choice Awards at Nokia Theatre L.A.
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  13. Katy Perry and actor/comedian Russell Brand attend The Art of Elysium’s 3rd Annual Black Tie Charity Gala ‘Heaven’ on January 16, 2010 in Beverly Hills,
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  18. Katy Perry onstage at the MTV Europe Music Awards, held at the Echo Arena on November 6, 2008 in Liverpool, England. (Photo by Getty Images/Getty Images)




  19. Katy Perry performs during the 2009 MTV Europe Music Awards held at the O2 Arena on November 5, 2009 in Berlin, Germany. (Photo by Dave M. Benett/Getty Images)




  20. Katy Perry onstage at the MTV Europe Music Awards, held at the Echo Arena on November 6, 2008 in Liverpool, England. (Photo by Getty Images)




  21. Katy Perry hosting the MTV Europe Music Awards for the second year running. The show was broadcast live from Berlin on MTV on 5 November. (Photo by Dave Hogan/Getty Images)




  22. Singer Katy Perry performs onstage during ‘VH1 Divas Salute the Troops’ presented by the USO at the MCAS Miramar on December 3, 2010 in Miramar, California. (Getty
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  Today’s pop stars are often created. Our TV schedules are packed with reality shows promising to deliver the next singing sensation, only for

  many of them to fade away after their first album flops, perhaps popping up a couple of years later in a local panto. While shows like Popstars, The X Factor and American Idol have

  given us the occasional superstar (Cheryl Cole, Leona Lewis, Kelly Clarkson and Jennifer Hudson being the cream of the reality crop from both sides of the Atlantic), the true, talented artists are

  more likely the ones who weren’t discovered overnight, manufactured and repackaged to fit the current fashion, but the ones who have worked hard, paid their dues in grimy clubs, pubs and bars

  with beer-stained floors, and fought for their career every step of the way on their own terms.




  Katy Perry is one such talent. She wasn’t discovered by Simon Cowell, and her rise to pop stardom didn’t happen overnight, either. While her high-waisted shorts, Fifties-style

  make-up and eyebrow-raising corset tops are a stylist’s dream, like Madonna in the Eighties embracing lace and crucifixes, Katy created her own image, developed her own style, and wrote her

  own songs, so that we fans know that the Katy we see on stage and on TV is the real one, not some music executive’s idea of what a pop star should be.




  Her beginnings, however, were decidedly un-pop-star-like. Katy didn’t perform in local talent competitions like Cheryl Cole did, she didn’t spend her pre-teen years with Mickey Mouse

  like Justin Timberlake and Britney Spears, and she didn’t begin auditioning for acting and singing roles when she was ten like Kylie Minogue. Although her family had a background in the

  entertainment industry – her uncle was Frank Perry, the director of the movie Mommie Dearest, that cult kitsch classic starring Faye Dunaway as movie-mother-from-hell Joan Crawford,

  and her aunt was a screenwriter – Katy’s origins were less starry and it was a while before the bright lights of Los Angeles beckoned.




  Raised by parents who were ‘Evangelical, with a heavy Pentecostal flavour’ pastors, fair-haired baby Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson (Katy later changed her surname to Perry to avoid

  confusion with actress Kate Hudson) was born on 25 October 1984 in Santa Barbara.




  A pretty, historic coastal town in California, Santa Barbara was perfect for growing up in. Part of an area described as the American Riviera, it is just over ninety miles north of Los Angeles,

  and is a haven for movie stars wanting to escape the madness of Hollywood. Nestled in Santa Barbara County, the town is framed by the Santa Ynez mountains and boasts beautiful beaches, the Los

  Padres national forest, and vineyards that litter the valleys, all within exploring distance. It also has its own zoo, which Katy visited as a child with her family, a botanical garden, marine park

  and Mission Santa Barbara, well known as one of the most beautiful buildings in California. Originally built in 1786 (therefore ancient by American standards!), it was destroyed by an earthquake in

  1812, but has been rebuilt and is still a functioning, and very pretty, Catholic church. Known as Queen of the Missions, it – and the surrounding countryside – probably looks familiar

  even if you have never been to California, as Santa Barbara has been the home to numerous film and TV productions including the comedy Sideways, the Keanu Reeves drama A Walk in the

  Clouds, L.A. Story, The Graduate and, of course, the late-Eighties daytime soap Santa Barbara.




  In these lovely surroundings, Katy, the middle child of three – she has an older sister, Angela, born in 1982, and younger brother, David, born in 1987 – didn’t grow up

  dreaming of being a pop star – mainly because she didn’t know what one was! While other young kids were listening to rap and watching MTV, little Katy was being raised in a strict

  Christian household where no pop music, no MTV and no boys were allowed. Instead the radio was tuned to Christian stations and Katy’s first experience of live music was seeing the choir at

  church.




  ‘I didn’t know there was a New Kids on the Block out there because the people that I surrounded myself with had the same upbringing [as me],’ she told Sheryl Garratt in the

  Observer newspaper. ‘It was all gospel and Christian music.’




  Rock music wasn’t the only thing banned in the Hudson household, as Katy told Cosmopolitan magazine. ‘I was banned from reading Cosmo because there was too much sex!

  I’m sure my parents didn’t not want me to know about sex, but they didn’t want me to have a tutorial! And there was always someone on the cover with cleavage. It turned out

  all right, though – I’ve posed for Cosmo with my cleavage out! There you go, mum! It all worked!’




  In fact, Katy’s strict childhood is most reminiscent of another sexy female pop star, Madonna. She too had grown up in a religious household, raised a Catholic by her mother (who died when

  Madonna was five) and father, and she was also another middle child who used music – and the occasional rebellious act – to distinguish herself from her siblings. As girls, they both

  explored their musical side – Katy singing, Madonna dancing – and as adults, the two women have become known for their unique styles, their ability to amuse, to entertain and, of

  course, to shock.




  For Madonna this has meant appearing nude in a book she published entitled Sex, posing with a crown of thorns on her head at Easter, releasing videos known for their raunch (such as

  ‘Like a Prayer’, packed with religious imagery that shocked the Christian community, and the steamy ‘Erotica’), and, of course, distinguishing herself in the early years by

  wearing lacy corsets draped with crucifixes, pearls and chains, plus a belt with a buckle that said ‘Boy Toy’. The Catholic girl even managed to outrage the Pope himself, by rolling

  around on stage to her hit ‘Like a Virgin’ during the 1990 Blond Ambition tour, causing his holiness to ask devout Christians to boycott the concerts.




  Of course, Katy was only five years old and had her hair in bunches when Madonna was at her most controversial, and no doubt little Katy Hudson was unaware for another decade that such

  scandalous things went on outside her Christian community. But it is interesting to note the similarities between the two performers now – religious upbringings, a tough time getting to the

  top, their sexy styles and unique ways of grabbing headlines. For while Katy may not have offended the Vatican, in her short career she has raised many an eyebrow for her song lyrics, videos,

  clothes and cheeky manner in interviews. And Madonna herself may have noticed the similarities – just as Katy’s career was beginning to take off, Madonna mentioned this talented young

  girl from Santa Barbara in a handful of interviews, commenting that Katy’s song ‘Ur So Gay’ was her favourite song of the moment, and thus giving Katy a welcome boost to her

  public profile.




  It seems, not surprisingly, that Madonna knew a pop superstar when she saw one. (The pair finally met in 2008, with Katy telling the Sun that she was ‘ . . . so nervous. I got so

  weak in the knees and I thought I was going to throw up. But I needn’t have worried. She was cool. She was so petite. She comes up to my chest and I thought she was supposed to be a

  giant!’)




  Back in the late Eighties and early Nineties, however, Katy’s home life certainly didn’t seem like one where a future pop star and favourite of Madonna would be made. She was only

  allowed to go roller-skating at the local Santa Barbara rink on Tuesday nights as that was when it was Christian night. Rock music was considered by her parents to be the devil’s work and TV

  channels such as MTV were banned, although Katy and her siblings figured out the pass-code they needed to get the cable TV working when their parents were out so that they could secretly tune in.

  And Katy was only allowed to bring home friends if they were Christians. ‘We spoke in tongues,’ she remembered when being interviewed for Blender magazine. ‘We knew there

  was this one way, and all the other ways were wrong.’ Even devilled eggs were called angel eggs in her house. ‘I didn’t know enough to ask my mom, “How come we call them

  that? Everybody else calls them something else!”’




  Katy wasn’t naïve, however, and while she may not have been able to read teenage magazines in the house, she got her information elsewhere. ‘At around twelve, I started to get

  curious about sex,’ remembers the girl who is now known for her sexy image and cupcake bra. ‘I had a friend at fifteen who was more cultured than me – smarter, cooler,

  well-travelled, so I learned stuff from her. She was great, and showed me good music and introduced me to things like sushi.’




  Before her career took off, Katy told local journalist Mike Rimmer that she was religiously devoted as a child: ‘I was one of those kids going to [religious summer] camp and every time

  there was an altar call I was there.’ (An altar call is when a member of the congregation comes forward to make a spiritual commitment to Jesus.) It certainly meant an interesting upbringing

  for the young girl – the family travelled around America when Katy was little, so her father Keith, who describes himself as a ‘prophet/evangelist’, could spread the word and, he

  believes, use his religious power to heal people he met along the way.




  As Katy and her siblings grew up, Keith ran his own ministry on the road, which continues to this day. Keith Hudson Ministries are, according to his website (www.keithhudson.org), there to help

  understand divine encounters and the anointing. ‘We have crossed a new threshold in the time line of God and many believers have risen with an unquenchable hunger to know their God and do

  great exploits,’ Keith says. ‘These new believers are after the kingdom of power and glory. Divine encounters have become the norm for many and others are finding that what God has done

  for others in this new move He is doing for them.’




  ‘Divine encounters are quickly maturing many in the body of Christ through fresh revelation resulting in the release of incredible displays of supernatural ability marked with signs and

  wonders by the Holy Spirit,’ he adds. On the website Keith explains that he is used by the Lord to expose and dispel spiritual lethargy, with the help of wife Mary, from their base in

  Oceanside, California (a growing city near San Diego that boasts Legoland as one of its attractions). Both of them have written books on the subject, too. Keith’s book, The Cry, is a

  prayer resource book, while Mary’s book Smart Bombs apparently ‘reveals how the word of God is like a modern-day smart bomb’.




  The ministry is now a much larger business than it was when Katy was growing up. Back then, it operated out of small buildings and churches mainly in California, whereas now, Keith and Mary

  often travel across Europe and the USA to spread the word. In recent years they have preached in France, Belgium, Singapore, Malaysia, Hawaii, Italy and Germany – their ‘tours’

  almost rivalling Katy’s musical ones!




  It was, not surprisingly, their California church congregation who first heard Katy’s pretty singing voice back in 1993. She started singing in the Oasis Christian Center at the age of

  nine, and carried on until she was sixteen – partly thanks to the influence of her sister. Katy admits she copied everything that her big sister Angela did, so when Angela asked for singing

  lessons, Katy decided she wanted them too.




  It wasn’t until Katy was eleven that the family finally stopped travelling and made Santa Barbara their permanent home, moving to a series of houses before settling into a pretty home on a

  suburban street called Mountain Avenue. By then, she was a bit of a tomboy, often returning home ‘bashed and bruised’ from playing outside, and already displaying the talent to shock

  that she has become known for as an adult. ‘I was a hyperactive kid and my mom and dad got used to me creating a stir,’ she told journalist Adrian Thrills. ‘Whether we were on

  holiday or eating around the dining table, I would always come up with something outrageous.’




  It was once they were firmly based in Santa Barbara that other people began to notice Katy’s talent. The former assistant pastor of the church, Manny Earnst, remembers her well.

  ‘Music was part of her life ever since I met her; in fact, we had a nickname for her, “Katy Bird”, because every time I came into the house she was singing.’




  ‘Katy got her first guitar through the church,’ recalls Katy’s youth pastor, Jeremy Kraus. ‘We got this guitar and gave it to her on her thirteenth birthday. She was just

  so stoked to have her own guitar and she was on that thing twenty-four-seven.’ She spent a lot of time at home in her room, playing the guitar they gave her. ‘It was in this house [on

  Mountain Avenue] where I wrote my first song, which was called “Trust in Me”,’ Katy remembers. ‘It ended up going on the gospel album I recorded when I was fifteen. All the

  songs I wrote [at that time] were related to my faith and the questions I sometimes had about it.’




  Katy didn’t dream of being a star with her singing, though. As she told the TV show MTV Hoods, ‘I never really dreamed about being famous because there wasn’t a whole

  lot of that famous/pop culture idea going on in the house. I knew that Gwen Stefani existed, and Madonna. In fact, Madonna was super-taboo – we didn’t even talk about Madonna in

  my household!’




  Despite her strict surroundings, or perhaps because of them, her quirky style began to shine through even before she reached her teens. ‘When I was eleven or twelve, I had the coolest

  fake-leopard-print coat. I went to school wearing this coat and everyone made fun of me. But I was proved right at the end of the day, because when all the mothers came to pick up the kids, they

  loved it. I sold it to the secondhand shop two years later to get more clothes. I wish I’d kept it, but a girl has to have something else to wear!’




  Her fashion style was the first sign of a rebellion against her upbringing. As well as falling in love with the style of Nabokov heroine Lolita, as portrayed by Dominique Swain in the

  1997 film adaptation (‘I was like, I wanna wear little jumpers! And rompers! And look like a pin-up!’), Katy wasn’t behaving too well at school or at home during her early teens,

  either. She started skipping school and drinking, and it was after one Sunday morning hangover that she finally learned a secret her parents had been keeping from her.




  Concerned about his daughter’s drinking, Keith Hudson sat down and told her about his own wild days, her mother’s, and their conversion to a better life. While Katy and her siblings

  had always believed her parents spent their entire life before children on the straight and narrow, her dad soon revealed that was not the case.




  Katy’s mum, Mary Perry, was a young woman who had grown up in the luscious coastal surroundings of Southern California, a pretty debutante of German and Portuguese descent. She had run off

  against her own parents’ wishes to see the world, however, and ended up married and living in Zimbabwe, before divorcing and returning to the USA where she met Katy’s dad. If that

  wasn’t enough to make a young choir singer’s jaw drop, there were more revelations to come. As well as her mother also confessing to a relationship with Jimi Hendrix when he was living

  in Spain (‘He just came up to her in a club and picked her up,’ Katy later revealed in an interview), Katy’s dad Keith had a few surprises of his own.




  It seems that he was a scenester on the West Coast of America in the 1960s – basically a guy who followed a rock band across the country like a groupie – and he was also a dealer of

  LSD (specialising in a potent version called Strawberry Fields) who counted renowned psychedelic drug exponent Timothy Leary as a good friend. ‘[My parents] found God at a time when they

  really needed to,’ Katy told Blender magazine, ‘and I believe in the God they found. My dad would have died from one tab of Strawberry Fields too many if he hadn’t found

  God.’




  Her parents’ revelations may have shocked her, because Katy quietened down a little at school and, during her freshman year at Dos Pueblos High School, she joined the school choir. It

  wasn’t her first time performing in front of people – she had auditioned for a local production of Fiddler on the Roof at the Santa Barbara High School Theater when she was

  twelve. ‘I was an extra in Fiddler on the Roof,’ Katy laughs, ‘because no one knew my talent back then! I wasn’t really nervous performing, I was always really

  excited to be on stage in any capacity – even if I was a guy with a moustache in Fiddler!’




  The production’s director remembers Katy well. ‘She was extremely talented and fearless and undaunted by convention,’ says Monique Mitchell. ‘She’s an

  original.’ Despite thinking this, Monique didn’t increase Katy’s part. ‘I was a little bit envious of other people’s bigger parts, as I was just a male bystander and I

  had one little solo and that was it. No lead, nothing!’ laughs Katy.




  While she may have been in the background, being in the production did spark Katy’s love of make-up and showmanship. When MTV Hoods took her back to the theatre she had performed

  in, she wandered backstage to where the cast had applied their make-up. ‘I think this is where I first got interested in doing heavy make-up and colour on my eyes and painting my lips, and

  basically making myself look like a bona fide geisha!’




  MTV Hoods also had a surprise for Katy when she visited the theatre – they brought along a handsome man who had appeared on stage in Fiddler on the Roof with Katy . . . and

  also stolen her heart off stage!




  The pair’s reunion on camera was fun, with Katy admitting that their relationship lasted for only ‘a hot second’. He then revealed she had been his first kiss, causing Katy to

  blush. And there were more red-faced moments to come when a couple of love letters she had written were produced: ‘After Fiddler on the Roof was done, I remember you went on some

  summertime trip and you sent me letters.’




  Aww, young love. But it wasn’t to be – Katy went off to summer camp and met another boy. ‘That was interesting,’ Katy told the MTV cameras. ‘I can’t believe I

  was such a little slut, writing love letters at that age!’




  Just a year later, Katy moved from the small, local schools she was used to, to the massive complex that is Dos Pueblos High School, where she spent her freshman year (aged fourteen). Just

  fifteen minutes away from her house, in the town of Goleta, the school teaches more than 2,300 children and is a National Blue Ribbon School, meaning it has received the highest honour it can

  achieve for success in teaching. Boasting its own theatre, jazz choir and concert band, it was the perfect place for Katy to learn more about performance and singing. She’s not the only

  musical former pupil, either (though perhaps the most famous) – both guitarist Ryan Mendez (of the band Yellowcard) and blues singer Kim Wilson, the lead singer for the Fabulous Thunderbirds,

  also attended the school.




  By this time, Katy had dyed her hair, changing the natural light brown colour to a more dramatic black, and at Dos Pueblos she came out of her shell and was known for being a class joker and

  entertainer. ‘It was my first real taste of public school,’ Katy told MTV Hoods when she returned to the site of her teenage years. ‘I was discovering all these things I

  hadn’t been exposed to before.’ Amongst the huge, red concrete buildings that make up the school, she laughed and joked with her friends while on her way to lessons. ‘She’s

  always been really outgoing, really loud, and she doesn’t ever get embarrassed – no matter how embarrassed she should be!’ remembers childhood pal Becky Curry.




  Other friends happily reminisced with MTV Hoods about school days with Katy. One friend told the cameras: ‘You kind of loved her and hated her at the same time because she was so

  strange and so weird. You either got her, or you didn’t.’




  Katy clearly loved the school, because in 2010 she contacted the staff at Dos Pueblos to ask whether she could give a free concert to the students. On Tuesday, 14 September, Katy performed to

  over 2,000 of them – after having apparently been advised by senior staff members that they would prefer her performance to be ‘school appropriate’. They also scheduled it after

  classes were finished for the day so that anyone offended by her racy stage persona could leave if they wanted to! Speaking from the stage, Katy said to the crowd: ‘Maybe you don’t

  know, but I went to high school here. I was on this very stage many a lunch-time. I was such a show-off. There was a pumpkin pie-eating contest, and I won!’




  Her visit brought back a lot of memories of her school days – especially when Katy spotted her high-school crush in the crowd. In between songs, Katy called out ‘You were the most

  popular kid in my class! But you never wanted to date me. Oh yeah, you really chose right, honey,’ she laughed. ‘What’s up now, player? I’m going to dedicate this next one

  to [you]!’ Katy then embarrassed the former football quarterback by singing ‘Ur So Gay’, which features lyrics such as ‘You walk around like you’re oh so debonair /

  You pull ’em down and there’s really nothing there . . . ’ Poor guy!




  School friends remembered Katy performing in the school ‘quad’ that she revisited in 2010 – a large outdoor area where kids sat to have their lunch. Often, there would be

  impromptu singing competitions amongst the students, and Katy even decided to perform when it was a free-styling contest one lunch-time – instead of singing she would be expected to rap

  something off the top of her head. It didn’t go too well for her, as up in front of all the kids she realised she couldn’t do off-the-cuff rhyming. For possibly the only time in her

  career, Katy was booed off stage, as fellow pupils chanted ‘You can’t rhyme!’ ‘That was one of the saddest days of my life,’ she recalled when she returned to the

  school as an adult.




  She wasn’t deterred. Instead, Katy remembers, ‘I walked the halls, being late to classes of course, really preoccupied with thoughts of being a musician or making a record.

  That’s all I wanted to do.’




  When she wasn’t at school, Katy would head to Santa Barbara’s East Beach to think about how she would achieve her dream. Sometimes she would skateboard (‘I was kind of alright

  at it’, she once said, though she teased one journalist by pretending she used to skateboard in heels) or surf with the other kids (‘Whenever I was cold I would piss myself in the

  wetsuit to get warm– all surfers do that!’), but she would mainly think about writing music and singing. And despite being groomed to be lead vocalist in the school choir, and with

  another three years of high school ahead of her, it was here that Katy made a very important decision.




  She decided to drop out of high school and pursue her dream of becoming a singer-songwriter. The bright lights of country music mecca Nashville beckoned, but Katy wasn’t to know that a

  singing career wouldn’t happen overnight. For her, it would take a lot of work over seven long years, a lot of disappointment, and a drastic change in musical style before her dream

  would come true . . .
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  As country and western fans know, if you want to make it in C&W, Christian or gospel music, the city of Nashville in Tennessee is the place to

  be, and it was here that a young Katy Hudson decided to make her first steps on the road to a musical career.




  A large city with a subtropical climate (it’s hot and humid in summer, mild in winter), Nashville is home to more than 600,000 people. By 1925 it had already become known as Music City

  USA, due to the Grand Ole Opry, a country music concert stage that has welcomed performers of bluegrass, folk, country and gospel music to its weekly performances. Musical legends Hank Williams,

  Patsy Cline, Dolly Parton, Garth Brooks and American Idol winner Carrie Underwood have all performed there, often with the concerts broadcast on TV and radio.




  They also all often call into the city’s Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, a stunning curved building with long windows that make it look like a piano keyboard, a tower with round

  discs symbolising the different sizes of vinyl and CD that country music has been recorded on, and an overall shape that, if viewed from the air, looks like the bass clef musical symbol.




  Everywhere you look in Nashville, there is evidence that it is a musical town, a sure-fire draw for fifteen-year-old Katy. The city is home to the Tennessee Performing Arts Center, the Nashville

  Opera, the Nashville Ballet and the Belcourt Theater, while if you wander through downtown Nashville you will find lots of honky-tonk bars around ‘the District’ (near Lower Broadway and

  Second Avenue).




  The city also has its own ‘Music Row’ – the home of hundreds of businesses related to country, gospel and contemporary Christian music. This is where record labels such as RCA

  (in whose Studio B Elvis Presley first recorded) are based, along with music publishing and licensing houses and radio stations. Near the centre of this musical hub, there’s a park dedicated

  to songwriter and performer Owen Bradley, considered to be one of the chief exponents of Nashville’s unique sound in the 1950s and ’60s, and around his statue (of him playing a piano)

  you can often find a young busker singing to the passers-by.




  Katy, however, didn’t have to sing on the street. After her freshman year at school in Santa Barbara, she took her GED (the equivalent of a high-school diploma), and then, while singing in

  the local choir, she gained a manager, Clifford Scamara, who tried to book her into as many live performances as he could. ‘I got her into the biggest Christian festivals around,’ he

  says. ‘Even though she was young she was very driven, and she seemed to have a lot of fun on stage.’




  It was after seeing her perform that Katy was approached by a couple of Nashville music executives who invited her to come and record some demo Christian music records for them. With her

  parents’ permission, Katy headed off for the city and nervously walked into the first recording studio she had ever been into, to make her first album. It must have been an exciting and also

  scary time – working with experienced producers and musicians, finally getting to record her voice so that others could hear what a talent she was, but also being away from home for the first

  time in an imposing city brimming over with musical history.




  ‘I started going to Nashville to record some gospel songs, and to be around amazing country-music vets and learn how to craft a song and play guitar,’ she remembered to MTV.

  ‘I’d actually have to super-glue the tips of my fingers because they hurt so much from playing guitar all day, you know? And from that, I made the best record I could make as a gospel

  singer at fifteen.’




  Christian pop and gospel music is certainly a massive industry in the USA. Artists such as Amy Grant and Avalon sell albums in their millions, and the genre even has its own music charts –

  Billboard magazine’s Top Christian Albums and Hot Christian Songs list – while many acts ‘cross over’ into mainstream music charts, too.




  Katy just wanted to make a record that showed her religious feelings and her thoughts about life as a Christian teenager, and she just hoped others would like the music she made. She was signed

  to Red Hill Records, a pop/youth music subdivision of a Christian music label called Pamplin Music that began in 1995. Soon, instead of attending school like her friends back in Santa Barbara, Katy

  was spending her days in the record label’s studio, recording the tracks along with an acoustic guitar player and a handful of rock musicians. The album that followed, Katy Hudson (the

  album cover featuring a close-up of Katy’s face, her hair once again blonde) was released in 2001 just as Katy was about to turn sixteen.




  A Christian pop album, it features songs including ‘Trust in Me’, written by Katy, ‘When There’s Nothing Left’, ‘My Own Monster’ and the trance-y

  ‘Faith Won’t Fail’. Each has distinctive lyrics, as we have come to expect from pop queen Katy, whether on the chorus of ‘Piercing’ (‘You’re piercing me /

  This self will bleed / You’re killing all of my securities / Lord, help me see the reality / That all I’ll ever need is You’) or during coming-of-age song ‘Growing

  Pains’ (‘You would think that I could find a simple song / a photograph of mine / To show this public eye / what I have to offer / I may not have a PHD / or speak in eloquent

  philosophy! / I’m nothing more than simply me you see!’)




  A few journalists got to hear Katy’s album in 2001 before it was released, with Tony Cummings of Cross Rhythms (Christian Radio Online) writing the following in his review of her debut:

  ‘Katy clearly is a real vocal talent and the breathtaking fact that she’s a mere sixteen years old suggests a major star in the making. The production/arrangements by Tommy Collier,

  Otto Price and David Browning are exemplary and the songs, whether dealing with the challenges of moving into adulthood both physical and spiritual (‘Growing Pains’) or a bold

  declaration of the reliability of trust in Christ (‘Faith Don’t Fail’), are top notch. All but the most cynical of fans should investigate this bright new talent.’




  Praise indeed. Unfortunately, Tony Cummings was one of only a few people to hear the album (if you’re very lucky, a copy occasionally pops up on Amazon or eBay, but it’s rare). Only

  a few hundred copies of the Katy Hudson CD were made as, unbeknownst to Katy, Red Hill and parent company Pamplin were on the brink of collapse.




  ‘It [the CD] was sold out of the back seat of someone’s car, practically,’ Katy joked to reporter Sheryl Garratt seven years later, when the wound was no longer fresh in

  Katy’s heart. ‘Just after the record came out, the label went bankrupt. I’m not ashamed of it – everyone’s [now] looking for me to be “Well, I’m so ashamed

  of it and that’s why ‘I kissed a girl’!” No way! I still have “Jesus” tattooed on my wrist. And I still have a faith and foundation of my own.’




  It was that faith, in God and in her own talent, which kept Katy going. While many teenagers, faced with a failed record, would have headed home and given up, Katy picked herself up and carried

  on. ‘She was very determined to be what she wanted to become,’ remembers Katy’s assistant pastor, Manny Earnst, ‘so she made some sacrifices. For a girl of fifteen or

  sixteen years old, that’s a hard decision.’




  Jeremy Kraus, Katy’s youth pastor, also remembers that time in Katy’s career very well. ‘Unfortunately her record never got [properly] released, the company went under and the

  CDs that weren’t released were put in the dumpster,’ he says. ‘Unfortunately that was Katy’s humble beginnings with a record label.’
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