
      
      
         [image: Cover]


      
   
      
      Copyright

      Text copyright © 2002 by Catherine M. Christopher

      Illustrations copyright © 2002 by Daniel Vasconcellos

      All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including
         information storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may
         quote brief passages in a review.
      

      Matt Christopher® is a registered trademark of Catherine M. Christopher.

      The characters and events portrayed in this book are fictitious. Any similarity to real persons, living or dead, is coincidental
         and not intended by the author.
      

      Hachette Book Group

      237 Park Avenue

      New York, NY 10017

      Visit our website at 
         www.HachetteBookGroup.com
      

      First eBook Edition: December 2009

      ISBN: 978-0-316-09468-9

      
   
      SOCCER ’CATS

       #1 The Captain Contest

       #2 Operation Baby-Sitter

       #3 Secret Weapon

       #4 Hat Trick

       #5 Master of Disaster

       #6 Heads Up

       #7 All Keyed Up

       #8 You Lucky Dog

   
      Soccer ’Cats Team Roster

      
         
            	Lou Barnes
            	Striker
         

         
            	Jerry Dinh
            	Striker
         

         
            	Stookie Norris
            	Striker
         

         
            	Dewey London
            	Halfback
         

         
            	Bundy Neel
            	Halfback
         

         
            	Amanda Caler
            	Halfback
         

         
            	Brant Davis
            	Fullback
         

         
            	Lisa Gaddy
            	Fullback
         

         
            	Ted Gaddy
            	Fullback
         

         
            	Alan Minter
            	Fullback
         

         
            	Bucky Pinter
            	Goalie
         

      

      Subs:

      Jason Shearer

      Dale Tuget

      Roy Boswick

      Edith “Eddie” Sweeny

   
      Chapter 1
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         Here! Send it here!” Jerry Dinh called. He pounded down the field, looking for a pass from his fellow striker and Soccer ’Cats
         teammate Stookie Norris.
      

      Stookie glanced up. With a quick jab, he sent the ball bouncing to Jerry.

      Jerry and a Panther halfback ran to meet it. Jerry beat the halfback by a step. He controlled the ball and started dribbling
         as fast as he could toward the Panther goal.
      

      The halfback didn’t give up, however. She chased Jerry, determined to steal the ball.
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         Jerry did his best to protect the ball. But the Panther was all over him. Jerry had to pass the ball back to Stookie.
      

      Stookie caught it on his chest and let it drop to the ground at his feet. Then he paused.

      The Panther defense moved in.

      Oh, no! Jerry groaned to himself. Stookie’s going to get slaughtered!

      But Stookie didn’t. Just as the first Panther reached him, he darted to the left, bringing the ball with him. The Panther
         ran by him, a surprised look on his face. As the second Panther lunged forward, Stookie moved right. The second Panther ended
         up on the ground.
      

      “Go, Stookie, go!” Jerry and his teammates shouted. Stookie dodged the last defender. He had a clear shot at the goal! The
         goalie rushed out to meet him. Stookie faked left. When the goalie moved to block the shot, Stookie darted right and slammed
         the ball into the net.
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