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INTRODUCTION

I love summer, don’t you? Every spring, I can hardly wait for summer to begin. And once it begins, I hope it will never end. But end it must, so on the first day of school, everyone wants to know what you did on your summer vacation.

During summer vacation, you get to do all of your favorite things: cook hot dogs over a campfire (while being eaten alive by mosquitoes); relax with a book poolside (while kids spray you with water guns and cannonballs); play baseball (with a pitcher who can’t throw the ball over the plate); take a road trip to visit relatives who live near the Grand Canyon, Disney World, or Niagara Falls (without actually getting to see those attractions); and ride on a scary roller coaster (that turns you and your tummy topsy-turvy).

This is the funniest collection of summer vacation adventures ever published. I hope your own summer adventures are half as entertaining as the ones in this book. (Just for fun, write a story or poem about what you did over summer vacation and entertain your classmates and teacher with it.)

Happy summer,
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My Summer Vacation

I have a special talent that I learned right here at school.

My friends all asked to see me try. They said, “Come on, it’s cool!”

So I unlocked my locker’s door and flung it open wide.

I said, “For your amusement, I will close myself inside.”

I squished and squeezed and twisted limbs while trying to get in.

My nose was crushed by smelly shoes. Some gum was on my chin.

With moldy cupcakes underfoot, a coat hook in my ear,

I used my toe to close the door. My friends began to cheer.

But then I heard the school bell ring. My friends yelled, “Yay, we’re done!”

I panicked as I figured out that summer had begun.

I tried to open up the door, but somehow it had locked.

So I began to kick and scream. I shouted and I knocked.

But it was all of little use ’cause everyone was gone.

I tried to bust my locker door, but didn’t have the brawn.

Most kids will spend their summer playing games like tag or soccer,

but not poor me—I’ll spend my summer trapped inside my locker.
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Robert Pottle


The Teachers Jumped Out of the Windows

(sing to the tune of “My Bonnie”)
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The teachers jumped out of the windows.

The principal ran for the door.

The nurse and librarian bolted.

They’re not coming back anymore.

The counselor, hollering madly,

escaped out the door of the gym.

The coach and custodian shouted

and ran out the door after him.

Chorus

Oh my! Goodbye!

They’re not coming back anymore, no more.

How fun! They’ve run!

They’re not coming back anymore.

The lunch ladies threw up their ladles,

then fled from the kitchen in haste,

and all of the students looked puzzled

as staff members scurried and raced.

We’d never seen anything like it.

But still, it was pretty darned cool

to see all the staff so excited

to leave on the last day of school.

Chorus

Oh my! Goodbye!

They’re not coming back anymore, no more.

How fun! They’ve run!

They’re not coming back anymore.

Kenn Nesbitt


The Last Day of School

Summer vacation is starting today.

The teachers are shouting out, “Hip, hip, hooray!”

Our grumpy old principal grins ear to ear

and runs down the hall shouting, “Summer is here!”

The buses come early. (They’re usually late.)

The teachers say, “Hurry up! Pack up! Don’t wait!”

The school bell is ringing. There’s no time to chat.

The whole school is emptied in one second flat.
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Everyone’s happy. Our spirits are flying.

Except for our parents—they’re sulking and crying.

Robert Pottle


Summer Blues

At last, at last, it’s summertime!

The school is closed up tight.

No mean and scary teachers.

No more spelling words to write.

No quizzes and no horrid tests.

No science, reading, math.

No unexciting homework,
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