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“Mix everything together, Molly,” urged Max.

It was breakfast time at 42 Laburnum Avenue and twins Max and Molly Pesker were developing a recipe for the best breakfast cereal in the world.

They had been at it now for about half an hour and they were almost there…

Mum came into the kitchen.

“Look at all this mess!” she said.

Max and Molly surveyed the mess briefly. Open jars and packets covered every surface.
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“You have to make a mess when you’re inventing something new,” explained Molly. “It shows you’ve been doing it right.”

“Did you know,” Max asked his mum, “that Alexander Fleming only discovered penicillin because he was messy? If he’d been tidy we might all be very ill.”

“I’ll be very ill if the kitchen isn’t tidied up straightaway,” said Mum. “I’m going to have a shower and I expect it to be spotless when I come back.”

Mum disappeared upstairs.

“She wants the mess to be gone when she comes back from her shower,” said Max.

“But she didn’t tell us how long her shower was going to be,” said Molly.

“Did she look dirty to you?” asked Max.

“Not on the bits of her I could see,” admitted Molly. “But she had her dressing gown on. She could have been very dirty under that.”

“Which means she’ll have to have a really long shower,” said Max.

So Max and Molly put off the tidying up and put the finishing touches to their new breakfast cereal instead.

“It needs a name,” said Molly when they were done. “One that’s different from every other cereal so people will remember it.”

“How about BLACK WIDOW CRUNCHIES?” suggested Max.

“Isn’t the Black Widow a POISONOUS SPIDER?” said Molly doubtfully.
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Max nodded. “People like poisonous things,” he explained. “They’re always making programmes about them on TV.”

Whenever Max wanted to reassure someone he always told them a horrible fact about the natural world. It didn’t always work.

“OK,” said Molly. “Now we’ve got a name, all we need is someone to eat it.”

“I’ll eat it,” said Max.

Molly shook her head. “You already know how nice it is,” she said. “If we’re going to do it properly then we’re going to have to try it on someone who has no idea.”

“Who do we know who has no idea?” said Max.

They thought for a moment.

“Dad!”
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Max and Molly’s dad was sitting in the garden, enjoying the morning sun and reading the The Trull Gazette.

“Dad,” said Molly, with a full bowl of BLACK WIDOW CRUNCHIES in her hands.

“There’ve been three more robberies,” said Dad, not looking up from the paper. “One of them was in Park Road.”

Park Road was next to their road, Laburnum Avenue.

“We’ve brought you some breakfast,” said Molly, popping the bowl down beside Dad.
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“Mrs Lynch lost all her jewellery,” continued Dad. “The thief pretends to be from an insurance company. He gains old people’s trust by telling them they’re owed some money, and that he can hand it over if they show him proof of their identity. While the victim is looking for it, he sneaks around the house, pocketing their valuables.”
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