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How to use this book


Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of Language and literature, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain of the MYP Language and literature Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement against all parts of an Assessment Objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Language and literature are highlighted whenever we encounter them.
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Hint


In some of the Activities, we provide Hints to help you work on the assignment. This also introduces you to the new Hint feature in the on-screen assessment.
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Definitions are included for important terms and information boxes are included to give background information, more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action




•  While the book provides many opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, how to form your own research questions, and how to link and develop your study of Language and literature to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, Language and literature is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Each chapter has a IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.
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At the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect on what you have learnt with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.
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  Communication  


  Audience imperatives; Purpose; Genre  


  Personal and cultural expression  



1 Is seeing always believing?


Through communication directors create film to position audiences to respond in a particular way.
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out how documentaries can expand our awareness of the world around us.



•  Explore current viewing trends and the effectiveness of media to lead to change.



•  Take action by working on projects that make a real and positive difference; by striving to tell community stories of importance; by not being scared of a challenge and by always asking why.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What is a documentary? What are the conventions of a documentary? How did documentary filmmaking get started? What types of documentary are there? What different TV genres are there?


Conceptual: How real is the reality in a documentary? How do documentary films differ from other types of films? Is language changing in film and television? What conventions are used to communicate with an audience in the genre of documentary?


Debatable: Are ethical issues central to documentary filmmaking?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Collaboration skills


•  Communication skills


•  Critical-thinking skills


•  Information literacy skills


•  Media literacy skills


•  Reflection skills
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KEY WORDS


accuracy


broadcast


documentarian


documentary


fiction


footage


non-fiction


objective


subjective


watershed
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Open-minded – we understand and embrace other cultures. We recognize and celebrate our own backgrounds and learn tolerance for others.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Analysing


•  Criterion B: Organizing


•  Criterion C: Producing text


•  Criterion D: Using language
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ACTIVITY: Question starts
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ATL




•  Collaboration skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas
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1  In pairs, discuss what makes a good question. How can asking good questions help you find out more about a topic?



2  Question starts are part of a routine that can help you brainstorm, provoke thinking and inquire into a topic. Let’s look at the question starts below.







[image: ]







3  In pairs, brainstorm at least twelve questions about TV genres and programmes. Write your questions on sticky notes.



4  Review the brainstormed list and put an asterisk by the questions that seem most interesting. Then select one or more of these questions to discuss for a few moments.



5  Reflect: What new ideas do you have about the topic, concept or object that you didn’t have before?
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What different TV genres are there?
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ARE FEWER PEOPLE THAN EVER WATCHING TV?


What TV programmes do you, your family and friends watch? How much time do you spend watching TV and how do you decide what to watch? How do your viewing preferences shape your ideas, how you feel about certain things and the action you take? These questions are used to track trends and explore the choices we make about how to spend our free time and the viewing experiences we prefer. They are indicators that highlight how our society is changing and how the media adapts to those changes.


Recent studies indicate that a growing number of households are no longer watching TV and that it is only a matter of time before we see the total disappearance of TV as we know it. Social media, streaming services and the amount of time we spend surfing the web affect not only how we communicate but also how we spend our free time. It is perhaps surprising therefore that Nielsen, a firm that tracks trends, has found that TV is still by far America’s favourite entertainment pastime.
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ACTIVITY: Genres
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ATL




•  Media literacy skills: Make informed choices about personal viewing experiences
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Individually, list the different types of programmes you watch and/or those broadcast in your country. In pairs, compare your lists and group them into programme types. Visit the link below and look at the genres listed. Create a table to classify your programmes under each genre: www.bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/genres.


Share information with your classmates and discuss any differences in points of view.


Are there any TV genres under which you have not listed a programme?


Visit the links below and explore the programmes from the online TV guides to complete your table:





•  www.freeview.co.uk/tv-guide




•  www.radiotimes.com/tv/tv-listings




•  http://tv.sky.com/tv-guide.





Compare and contrast the TV guides in your country with the ones above. In pairs, compare and contrast the differences and similarities. Evaluate the quality of programmes on offer. Who decides what programmes are broadcast in your country? Are all the channels free?
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Analysing.
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In this chapter, we will consider current viewing trends and take a close look at the documentary genre. By analysing the documentary Sounds Like Teen Spirit, we will comment on the purpose of documentaries, critique the text through active viewing and examine critical issues that affect the lives of children today.
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ACTIVITY: Finding facts
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Preview and skim texts to build understanding; read critically and for comprehension
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Finding the facts in a reading text requires practice. Read the article, ‘Why people watch television’: http://informitv.com/2013/07/07/why-people-watch-television/





1  As you read, pick out any points about why people watch television. Copy and complete the table below, adding any evidence you have found.









	A study from Thinkbox suggests …

	 






	Research from YouView suggests …

	 






	Six reasons why people watch TV are …

	 






	Broadcasters see their purpose as …

	 










2  Read the article again and write out the part of the text that tells you about the following:







    a  the differences between live TV and the on-demand experience


    b  what some programme makers may find disappointing


    c  facts that show what people watch in a week


    d  programmes that are ‘live’ and figures linked to live viewing


    e  programmes that are ‘recorded’ and data linked to recorded viewing


    f   habits of viewers


    g  reliability of surveys


    h  what else is needed, according to the writer.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Analysing.
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Links to: Sciences
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Did you know that it was the inventions and discoveries of many different scientists that resulted in giving us television?


The ‘first’ generation of television sets were very different from what we have now and were not entirely electronic. The TV screen had a small motor with a spinning disc and a neon lamp, which worked together to give a blurry reddish-orange image about five centimetres wide. The period before 1935 is called the ‘Mechanical Television Era’.


Visit this website: www.tvhistory.tv/pre-1935.htm and research the scientists who invented the television.
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Links to: History


The first experiments with television broadcasting were conducted in the 1920s and 1930s in Great Britain and the United States. In 1936 the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) started the world’s first television broadcast and in America the first programme was broadcast in 1941.




•  Use a search engine, such as Google, to carry out your research. Why not try Google Knowledge Graph to narrow down your search. Another useful tool is instaGrok, a search engine that generates a web of related videos, images articles, and terms based on a specific query. You can also use instaGrok to evaluate sources.


•  Create a timeline representing the evolution of TV and TV broadcasting in your country. To get you started go to: www.tvhistory.tv/index.html.
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ACTIVITY: Writing sentences
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ATL




•  Critical-thinking skills: Practise observing carefully in order to recognize problems
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Sentences are necessary to written communication. There really is no better way to share your point of view other than with a fantastically well-written sentence. Learning how to use language correctly and identifying parts of a sentence will help you to do this.


Task 1


In pairs, identify why each of the following is not an accurate sentence:





1  The boy pushed his bike slowly into the garage, upset by the damage the car had caused.



2  Apples for £1.99 a kilo.



3  Rode home.



4  Valeria told that she liked San José.



5  He wants to go but his mother won’t agree.



6  After the summer.



7  The sun on my face.



8  Walked up the hill.
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Hint


A verb is a word used for a state of ‘being’ or ‘doing’ an action.
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Task 2


In pairs, identify each of the following as a phrase, clause or main clause:





1  running to the sea



2  Álvaro sighed, exasperated



3  on the way to the tube



4  they went to the Rolling Stones concert



5  despite the heavy traffic



6  in the summer



7  the Grand Canyon is impressive



8  The scorpion’s deadly sting



9  Nathan sneezed








10  Joseph talks in his sleep.





Task 3


In pairs or groups of three, look at the notes you made on the text, ‘Why people watch television’ (Activity: Finding facts). Write your own sentences about why people watch television.


Use some of the phrases in the box to make your sentences more interesting.
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For me. …


In my view …


In my opinion, …


If you ask me, …


To my mind, …


To my way of thinking, I’d say …


I’ve come to the conclusion …


As far as I’m concerned, …


My own feeling on the subject is that …


I would say that …


It seems to me …


I am of the opinion …


My impression is …
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion C: Producing text and Criterion D: Using language.
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Understanding sentences




•  A sentence in English must include a verb.


•  A phrase is a group of words without a verb.


•  A clause is a group of words with a verb.


•  A main clause is a clause which has meaning on its own and could be a sentence.
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ACTIVITY: How television works
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ATL




•  Media literacy skills: Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats
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There is no doubt that TV is one of the most influential innovations of our time. But have you ever wondered how it works? What’s the technology behind a TV? How can hundreds of channels of complete images arrive at your house? How do televisions decode the signals to produce the image? How will digital television change our viewing experiences?





•  In groups of three, research how television works. Summarize the information and create a PowerPoint presentation for your classmates. Don’t forget to predict what the future holds for TV.



•  How has TV evolved? Have you seen images of the first television sets? What do the latest television models on the market look like?



•  Watch this short clip of the evolution of television over 100 years: https://youtu.be/J8R4ZoIMx7M.



•  As you watch …







    •  Make notes on the design, materials used, size, shape and any other element you think is important about the design of TV sets.


    •  Consider the factors that have influenced the design and evolution of TV sets.


    •  In pairs, use your notes to create an infographic to show the evolution of design and technology in television.


    •  In groups of three, design the television of the future, what it will look like and what it will be able to do. Justify your choice of design.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion B: Organizing and Criterion C: Producing text.
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Infographics


A well-designed infographic, like the example below, can help you simplify a complicated subject and represent information visually to grab the attention of your audience.
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Adding interactive content such as infographics to your presentations can help the audience to engage with the topic, and makes information not only more accessible but also memorable.
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Is language changing in film and television?



We do not remember learning how to speak, but learning to write is an ongoing process that involves learning to use language correctly and practising in order to become a good writer. In fact, humans were able to speak one hundred thousand years ago, but it was not until much later that we felt the need to represent sounds graphically in order to keep them, and thus writing was born.
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ACTIVITY: How did writing evolve?
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ATL




•  Information literacy skills: Collect, record and verify data
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Written language is not always represented in the same way. Find out about the following writing systems and summarize the information you find on:





•  pictographic writing




•  alphabetic writing




•  ideographic script.





You could speak to students in your class who use different alphabetical systems or ideographic languages.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion C: Producing text and Criterion D: Using language.
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Register is an important feature of both spoken and written language. It refers to the tone, style, word choice and degree of formality of language. Whether speaking or writing, it is essential to use the register that is most appropriate to your audience and purpose.


Standard English is appropriate to all formal situations, as well as many informal situations. At other times, you need to consider the purpose of the text, the audience and the effect you want to achieve in writing or speaking.
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Oral and written language are two different systems that we use in various communication processes.





•  Oral communication includes conversations, television debates, TV and radio interviews.



•  Written communication includes letters, novels and newspaper articles.
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Standard English


Standard English is the style of English language (grammar, vocabulary and spelling) that is widely accepted in spoken and written form. Standard English is used to communicate in formal and some informal contexts. It is considered the appropriate choice of style in media writing and TV and radio news announcements.


Colloquial language is informal language, and there may be variations in words or phrases used that are specific to a geographical area or region.


Slang is very informal language. It is creative language, and it is usually linked to the world of music and fashion. Slang is related to the language young people use, and every generation creates their own slang words and phrases. It’s tough to keep up with the latest modern words!


Use a search engine to find out about the different styles of language and write down some examples for each style. How does register affect each style?
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Received Pronunciation and BBC English


Is there such a thing as BBC English? What is Received Pronunciation?


The BBC is the British Broadcasting Corporation, the world’s oldest broadcasting organization. It used to be the case that presenters on the BBC spoke in a certain way. These days, broadcasters tend to speak with a broader range of accents.


Before the Second World War, in the early days of television, radio announcers and newsreaders did speak with Received Pronunciation or RP, as it is also known. RP was more common in the southern part of England, and it is linked to a social class rather than ‘a particular type of English’. It is sometimes also referred to as the Queen’s English. Search Received Pronunciation and listen to some old broadcasts to hear what it sounds like.


The BBC should represent the diversity of the British Isles – the variety of accents and dialects found across the United Kingdom should be reflected in the voices that are heard on programmes such as the news. But is this the case?


Watch the following clip of Scottish poet, Tom Leonard, reading his poem ‘The Six O’Clock News’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0H7acWan-c.
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE





1  Identify the attitudes Leonard is expressing in the poem.



2  Are you able to understand everything he says? Can you rewrite the poem using Standard English?



3  Do we make assumptions about people (their social status, level of education, intelligence, honesty) based on the way they speak?



4  What is your opinion about this? Should people be judged for the way they speak?
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Sounds Like Teen Spirit (2008)
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Sounds Like Teen Spirit (also known as Sounds Like Teen Spirit: A Popumentary) is directed by Bafta-award nominated director, Jamie Jay Johnson. The documentary is about the lives of the participants of the Junior Eurovision Song Contest in 2007. The film follows the participants as they proceed from the national finals to being crowned the representatives of their country through to the international song festival, held in Rotterdam, the Netherlands.





Read this transcript for the trailer for the documentary, Sounds Like Teen Spirit:
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(UNIDENTIFIED VOICE): OK. Stand by everybody, for rehearsal. Just a minute just a minute … We’ve got a slight technical hitch with the audio … Stand by. Here we go.


I love flags. I don’t know why, but I love flags and as soon as I see the contest starting with all those flags being waved I’m in heaven.


(IONA PRACTISES HER PRONUNCIATION)


COMMENTATOR: I think Ukraine will be the winner.


COMMENTATOR: Cyprus


COMMENTATOR: Belgium


COMMENTATOR: Is a very good group, but they are … Too old, too big?


(MUSIC)


FEMALE PRESENTER: I am nearly wetting myself with excitement!


(MUSIC – GIORGOS’ SONG)


GIORGOS: When I sing you’re in a different world. I could forget about all the teasing and that … They called me gay because I hated football.


(MUSIC – BON BON’S SONG)


MARINA: When I go on stage I really hope I’m gonna make my dad proud because, if he’s watching, that means he cares.


(MUSIC – TRUST’S SONG)


LAURENS: I tried to dance, I make some movements – we are boys, we can’t dance!


(MUSIC – DALTON SISTERS)


MALE PRESENTER: The whole Europe can see us.


CONTESTANT: Hello from Georgia!


CONTESTANT: Belarus


CONTESTANT: Russia


CONTESTANT: I am from Ukraine.


CONTESTANT: I come from Serbia.


DIRECTOR: Try to look cheerful.


(MUSIC – DALTON SISTERS)


PRIEST: Hard Rock


DIRECTOR: You like Hard Rock? Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin?


ELIANA: I’ve never felt so happy in all my life.


COMMENTATOR: I wish the Macedonian team all the best and … with the help of God, we’ll be … second or third.


DALTON SISTERS: Hey!
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ACTIVITY: Analysing a transcript
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ATL




•  Critical-thinking skills: Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations
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Task 1


Individually, create a table like the one below, adding in the characteristics of spoken and written language (an example has been provided). Compare your list with a partner and share your ideas.






	Characteristics of spoken language

	Characteristics of written language






	It is immediate and allows interaction between speaker and the listener.

	It is deferred: the message is usually received after it has been issued.






	 

	 







Task 2


In groups of three, look at the transcript for the Sounds Like Teen Spirit trailer (see page 10) and identify the elements of spoken language and communication. Add new ideas to your table.


Task 3


Visit this website and complete the quiz on register and audience: www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english/register-and-audience/.


Look back at the transcript and identify the register being used.


Task 4


Now watch the trailer for the film: https://youtu.be/K0wMn3cMrnI.


As you listen, compare and contrast the transcript and the trailer.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Analysing.
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Oral texts


Oral texts are everywhere. We can explore the way culture and identity are reflected in our use of language and how our language changes with changes in society and technology. We can analyse spoken texts in the same way that we can analyse written texts.


The context of a spoken text is important as there are no genres in spoken language. To analyse spoken language you must consider the elements below:
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WATCH–THINK–SHARE
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers and teachers
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Refer to the infographic on page 12. Watch this short clip from the Rob Brydon Show, shown on the BBC, with actor, comedian and presenter, Stephen Fry: https://youtu.be/X6mPK4_3yAQ.





1  As you listen …







    •  Identify where fillers have been used. Consider why they have been used.


    •  Think about jargon. Jargon is linked to formality and technical vocabulary.


    •  Identify which words have been emphasized and why.


    •  Identify turn-taking and overlapping. How much is there and when does it occur? What causes each speaker to use one or the other?


    •  Identify each speaker’s accent and dialect.








2  In pairs, discuss and evaluate the following:







    •  Who is the speech directed at and why?


    •  How formal/informal is the situation?


    •  How might this have affected their word choices?


    •  What evidence do we use from the video clip to form our impressions of the two speakers?
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Analysing.
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EXTENSION


How many different accents are there in your class?


Earlier on in the chapter we referred to different ways of speaking. Watch this short Armstrong and Miller Second World War RAF sketch: https://youtu.be/lwNQf08Kxsw.





1  As you listen …







    •  Interpret the purpose of the clip.


    •  Select the parts that you consider to be the most amusing.


    •  Analyse how language is being used.


    •  Compare and contrast the language delivery at the beginning of the clip with that in the rest of the sketch.


    •  Compare and contrast the Second World War RAF sketch with some of the programmes you listed at the start of this chapter.








2  Choose four or five different dialects from around the world and carry out some research. You can use a website like: www.dialectsarchive.com/ or any other of your choosing. Ensure you keep a record of the sources you consult.



3  Design a poster that gives information about your chosen dialects. Present your findings to your classmates.
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Links to: Geography


Find out where English is spoken around the world and where it is still the official language. Present your findings to your class by using an interactive world map template.


Here is an example for you to consider: http://youpresent.co.uk/map-templates-powerpoint/world-map-template-powerpoint/.
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So far in this chapter we have explored why television has captivated us since its invention and the impact it has had on shaping our perceptions of the world and to some extent, how it has influenced our use of language. In addition to this we have considered the differences between spoken and written language and carried out some simple analysis of language found in transcripts.



What is a documentary?



HOW DID DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING GET STARTED?
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ACTIVITY: Identifying a documentary




[image: ]


ATL




•  Communication skills: Organize and depict information logically
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1  Refer back to the TV programme task on (page 4). In pairs, look at the TV programme list you compiled and decide which programmes are examples of documentaries. Create a mind map.
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Hint


You could use one of these tools:





•  http://popplet.com/




•  https://bubbl.us/
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2  Under each of these mind map headings, list your ideas in bullet points:







    •  What is a documentary?


    •  When are documentaries made?


    •  What can documentaries be about?


    •  Who? Do you know the names of any documentary stars?


    •  How are documentaries created? How are they narrated?


    •  Why are documentaries made?


    •  Where? What kinds of places do documentaries explore?








3  Justify your choices for why/why not the programme is/is not a documentary.



4  Analyse what the programmes have in common by creating a definition of what makes a documentary.



5  Thinking about a documentary you have watched and enjoyed, identify what it is you like about it and why.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion: B: Organizing and Criterion D: Using language.
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Are documentaries a wake-up call to reality? Are they boring, or simply educational? Documentaries present facts about a subject using real events, people or places. They interpret and comment on those realities and people’s concerns about them.


Thanks to the success of Michael Moore’s Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004), Davis Guggenheim’s An Inconvenient Truth (2006) about former United States Vice President Al Gore’s campaign about global warming, David Attenborough’s Life series (which started in 1979), and most recently Professor Brian Cox’s Wonders of the Universe (2011), the documentary has become a popular force in cinema, as well as on television.
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