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Introduction

In these pages I am going to be sharing with you some dynamic statements about grace. Grace is the power of God available to meet our needs without any cost to us. It is received by believing rather than through human effort.

I sincerely believe that if you will take these statements and meditate upon them, they will literally change your walk with the Lord.

In the past several years we have heard a lot of teaching about faith: what faith is, what it is not, and how to operate in it. In spite of all that, to be very honest with you, I am not sure how many believers truly understand faith. If we really understood as much about faith as we claim, we would be seeing much more victory in our daily lives than what we see.

All knowledge of faith must be built upon a clear understanding of grace. One of the things I will be sharing with you in these pages is a prophecy, a word that I received from the Lord in which He defines grace and describes its role and function in the life of the believer.

Actually the grace of God is not complicated or confusing. It is simple, and that’s why many people miss it. There is nothing more powerful than grace. In fact, everything in the Bible — salvation, the infilling of the Holy Spirit, fellowship with God and all victory in our daily lives — is based upon it. Without grace, we are nothing, we have nothing, we can do nothing. If it were not for the grace of God, we would all be miserable and hopeless.

In Luke 2:40 we are told that as a child, Jesus …grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of God was upon Him.

This verse contains everything we need to be happy, healthy, prosperous and successful in our Christian walk. We often talk about all the things we need, but in reality there is only one thing that we need, and it is the same thing that Jesus needed: we need to become strong in spirit, filled with God’s wisdom and having His grace upon us.

If you and I will allow the grace of God to have full reign in our life, nothing will be impossible to us. Without that grace, nothing is possible to us.

As Paul wrote to the believers in his day, everything we are and do and have is by the grace of God. You and I are one hundred percent helpless. Although we often confess as Paul did, “I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me,” that is only true by the grace of God.

In Ephesians 2:10 Paul tells us that …we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live]. The writer of Hebrews tells us our works were prepared for us by God …from the foundation of the world (Heb. 4:3). According to these verses, God chose us and laid out our life work for us before we were ever born, before the world was even created. That’s why we must stop talking about “our” ministry, as though it is something that we undertake on our own initiative or carry out by our own ability. In John 15:5 Jesus said, …apart from Me [cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing.

Instead of boasting of our great strength or knowledge or power or accomplishments, we should begin each day by saying, “Here am I, Lord, ready for whatever You have for me to do. I empty myself, as much as I know how, to allow Your grace to flow in my life, to cause me to be able to do whatever it is that You desire for me. I cast myself totally upon You. I can be only what You allow me to be, I can have only what You will for me to have, I can do only what You empower me to do — and each victory is to Your glory, not mine.”

You and I are the vessels through which God does His own works. We are partners with God. What an awesome privilege! He allows us to share in His glory as long as we remember that apart from Him we can do nothing.

If we really believe that God is in complete control of our life, none of the things that go wrong will upset or discourage us, because we will know that through it all God is working out His plan for us. We will not glory in what we are doing for God, but only in what He is doing through us.

We must learn to commit our lives to God, trusting ourselves to Him in everything and for everything, relying not upon our great faith but upon His marvelous grace. It is true that faith is important, but even faith comes to us by grace, as a gift. Everything in our lives depends, not upon our merits or abilities or works, but upon God’s divine willingness to use His infinite power to meet our needs — and at no cost to us whatsoever.

That is grace.

If you have needs today — and who doesn’t? — I urge you to cast them upon the Lord. It is fine to have plans and goals and dreams for your life; it is wonderful to have things that you are believing God for, but I suggest that you make a commitment to put all that aside for a moment. Just for the time it takes to read this book, free yourself from all attempts to achieve anything by your own faith and effort. Instead, just relax and place your trust solely upon the Lord. Let go completely and see what dynamic power He will bring to bear in Your life as you simply yield yourself to receive His amazing grace. I believe you will see such a change in your entire approach to life that you will never desire to return to old ways.
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As we begin our study of the grace of God, I would like to share with you briefly about the condition that my life was in when the Lord first began to give me a revelation about what grace actually is.

At that time I had little revelation about the subject, but as I studied, I was really stirred up in my spirit to believe God for a greater revelation. As you read, I want to encourage you to be in faith asking God to give you a deeper revelation about this wonderful thing called grace.

The Word Is Frustrating

When God first began to reveal to me what grace actually is, I suppose I was about as frustrated as anybody can be. Why was I so frustrated? There were many different reasons for my frustration, but one of the things that was frustrating me the most was, believe it or not, the Word of God.

How could the Word be frustrating me? The reason is simple. As is so often the case with believers, I was trying to work the Word rather than letting the Word work in me. The thing that was frustrating me about the Word was this: it kept convicting me.

You see, I had a lot of problems in my life, but I didn’t really know the source of my problems. I thought they were being caused by somebody else. I was convinced that if everyone else would change and act differently, then I could finally be happy and content. Then when I started studying the Word of God, it began to reveal to me that there were lots of areas in my life that needed to be changed. Every message I heard, whether it was on television, or on radio, on cassette or in a meeting, seemed to convict me of my need to be changed. The problem was that I didn’t understand the difference between conviction and condemnation.

As the Word would bring me to conviction, which is what it is designed by the Lord to do, the devil would take that thing that was intended for my good and would begin to beat me over the head with it as condemnation. I would look in the Word and see my need to change, but I didn’t know anything about the grace of God to bring about that change in me. I didn’t know how to allow the Spirit of the Lord to come into my life and cause the things to happen that needed to happen as I believed Him and exercised my faith. I thought I had to do it all.

I was trying to change myself, trying to make myself be everything that the Word said that I was supposed to be. I didn’t know how to submit myself to the Lord and wait on Him. I knew nothing about being changed from glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18 KJV), about conquering my enemies little by little. (Deut. 7:22.)

Besides trying to change myself, I was also trying to change everything else in my life. I was trying to change my husband, my children, all my circumstances, everything that I thought was the root cause of my problems. I tried and tried and tried until I felt I would die from frustration. Trying to do something about something you can’t do anything about is frustrating!

What I was doing was operating under the Law, which the Bible says will always lead to frustration and, eventually, to disappointment and destruction.

The Law Versus Grace

And all who depend on the Law [who are seeking to be justified by obedience to the Law of rituals] are under a curse and doomed to disappointment and destruction, for it is written in the Scriptures, Cursed (accursed, devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal punishment) be everyone who does not continue to abide (live and remain) by all the precepts and commands written in the Book of the Law and to practice them.

Galatians 3:10

I didn’t realize my problem was that by all my trying I was unconsciously putting myself under the curse of the Law. I was taking this good thing of the Word of God and making a law out of it. I saw all of it as something I had to accomplish rather than promises God would fulfill in me as I trusted Him and waited for His victory. Do you know that you and I can make a law out of every word in the Bible if we don’t know how to approach it properly?

Any time we put ourselves under the Law, we are setting ourselves up for misery. Why? Because the Law has the ability to do one of two things: If we follow it perfectly, it can make us holy. But since no human being can do that, the second thing the Law can do is to actually increase sin, which leads to destruction.

Romans 2 and 3 teach us that God gave the Old Testament Law so man would try to keep it, find out he could not, and realize his desperate need for a savior.

How does that happen? We hear or read the Law and conclude, “If I don’t follow this Law, I am going to lose my salvation” or “God won’t love me if I don’t behave properly. He won’t love me if I am not good.” We then begin to look at the Word totally opposite from the way God wants us to see it. All He wants us to do is to face the truth and say, “Yes, Lord, You’re absolutely right. I need to do that. I need to change, but I can’t change myself. Your Word is truth, and my life is not matching up to it. Your Word has become a mirror to me. In it I can see that I am wrong in this area, and I am sorry. I ask You to forgive me and to change me by Your power and Your grace.”

But I didn’t know how to do that. I didn’t know anything about the power of God and the grace of God. All I knew about was trying — trying to be good, trying to do everything that the Word said that I should do. Trying not to talk too much, trying to submit, trying to be more generous, trying to operate in the fruit of the Spirit. Trying to pray more, trying to read the Bible more, trying to understand the Bible more when I did read it. Trying to be a better wife, trying to be a better mother — on and on.

As a result, I was totally frustrated.

One meaning of the word frustrate is to disappoint, to prevent from obtaining a goal or fulfilling a desire.1

As Paul describes so well in Galatians 3:10, I was frustrated — disappointed and actually being destroyed — because I was trying to live by a Law that was totally impossible for me to keep. I was trying to obtain a goal and fulfill a desire that was beyond my ability. The harder I tried, the more miserably I failed.

When you and I put all our energy and effort into something that is doomed to failure, the only possible result is frustration. And all we know to do about the situation is to try harder — which only produces more frustration.

It is a vicious cycle, one that can be broken only by a proper understanding of the grace of God.

Trying Versus Trusting

Do you realize that the word try is unscriptural? I know that is true because I checked in the largest concordance I could find. Oh, the word is there all right, but not in the sense that we are using it in this context.

The only way try is used in the Bible is in the sense of putting someone or something to the test. The Bible speaks of the “trying of our faith.” (James 1:3 KJV.) We are told not to believe everything that we hear, but to “try the spirits.” (1 John 4:1 KJV.) The psalmist says, “Try me, O Lord, and know my thoughts.” (Ps. 139:23 KJV.) The Bible also talks about fiery trials which will “try” us. (1 Pet. 4:12 KJV.) In the scriptural sense, then, the word try refers to a test or trial to determine the value and worth of a person or thing.

But that is totally different from the way we usually use the word try — which is in referring to human effort. We say we are “trying” when we are attempting to achieve or accomplish something by our own means or ability.

Now I am not saying that we should never make any effort to achieve or accomplish anything in life. Not at all. One of the messages I often preach is on the subject of the proper effort we are to put out as believers, an effort that is made through the power and by the grace of God at work within us. In other words, we don’t attempt anything without asking for God’s help. We lean on Him the whole way through each project. We maintain an attitude that says, “Apart from Him I can do nothing.”

But we are not to be involved in natural, carnal efforts because the result is only fatigue and frustration, disappointment and destruction.

As you read these pages, I would like to suggest that you be willing to exchange trying for trusting. That’s what I learned to do as the Lord opened to me a whole new realm of revelation about His marvelous grace.

The Source of Strife

What leads to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and fightings) originate among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that are ever warring in your bodily members?

James 4:1

Do you have strife, discord, feuds, conflicts and wars going on within your own self? There was a time when my life was literally filled with strife.

How does all this disturbance get started within us? We know that it is not God’s will for us. The Lord does not want His children to live in the midst of a constant interior war zone. That is the nature of this world in which we live, but it is not supposed to be the nature of the Kingdom of God — and Jesus has told us that the Kingdom is within us. (Luke 17:21.)

One reason you and I came to Christ in the first place is because we wanted to escape all that kind of endless strife and conflict. That is why we became citizens of the Kingdom of God. The Bible tells us that the Kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy. (Rom. 14:17 KJV.) As followers of Jesus Christ, that is our heritage and our inheritance. Why is it, then, that so many of us who truly love God, who are going to heaven, who are the called according to His divine purpose, still spend our whole earthly existence in the midst of what we are trying so desperately to escape from?

What is the source of all this strife? Where does it originate? That is the question that we want to answer in order to discover the solution to our frustration and misery.

But notice the second part of this verse. James tells us that all these negative things arise from the sensual desires that are ever warring in our members.

Do you know that you and I can get into conflict by wanting something that is clearly God’s will for us? Having God’s will in our lives can frustrate us. If we go about trying to get it in the wrong way, we will only produce strife and war and conflict.

God wants our spouse and our children to be saved. We know that is His will because He has said in His Word that He desires that all people come to a saving knowledge of Him. (2 Pet. 3:9.) Yet you and I can get frustrated — and cause all kinds of misery for ourselves and others — if we go about trying to get our loved ones saved by our own human efforts.

As strange as it may sound, it is entirely possible to get into war over the Word of God. It happens all the time within the Body of Christ.

It is certainly God’s will for us to live holy lives, but I can’t tell you how much conflict I caused in my life trying to be holy. I wanted all the right things, but I went about getting them in all the wrong ways. That is what James is warning us about here in this verse. He is saying that strife and conflict arise within us because our desires — even possibly our righteous desires — are warring in our bodily members.

We Have Not Because We Ask Not

You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your desires go unfulfilled; [so] you become murderers. [To hate is to murder as far as your hearts are concerned.] You burn with envy and anger and are not able to obtain [the gratification, the contentment, and the happiness that you seek], so you fight and war. You do not have, because you do not ask.

James 4:2

People in church get into wars over prophetic gifts and musical gifts. They become jealous of each other because one sings and another doesn’t. They hate one another simply because they do not have something the other person has. Jealousy and envy are not love. God refers to them as hatred.

The Bible gets pretty strenuous about this point. It says that to hate others because of their special gifts is to become a murderer in the heart.

Are you and I guilty of murder in our hearts? Do we burn with envy and anger because we are not able to obtain the gratification, the contentment and the happiness we seek? Do we get frustrated because we cannot obtain even the good things that we so desire?

That is what was happening to me at one time in my life. I was trying to make myself happy. I saw all those good things that I knew I needed, and I was trying to make them happen by my own efforts. No one has any idea how many years I frustrated myself unbearably trying to make my ministry come to pass. It was certainly God’s will for me. He had called me to it and had anointed me for it. Yet it was not happening, no matter how much I tried.

It is interesting that God will call a person to do something, and then not allow him to do it for a while. And he will never be able to do it, until he stops trying to do it on his own and starts allowing the Lord to bring it to pass in His own way and in His own time. God’s ways are perfect! If you are frustrated about timing, learn to pray with the psalmist, My times are in Your hands…(Ps. 31:15).

I know about these things, because they were exactly what happened to me. I was frustrated and envious and angry and unable to obtain the gratification, contentment and happiness I sought — until the Lord showed me the last sentence in verse 2 of James 4: …You do not have, because you do not ask.

When I really saw and understood this sentence for the first time, it jarred my entire theology. It was an important part of the revelation of grace that the Lord gave me that eventually changed my whole life and ministry.

The Lord convicted me of various things in my life. Some of them you may relate to in your own Christian walk. Let me give you an example.

One day I woke up with a throbbing headache. I thought maybe I was catching a cold. I walked around with that miserable headache almost all day, telling everybody I met about how terrible I felt — until finally the Lord spoke to me and said, “Did it ever occur to you to ask Me to heal you?” I believed in Jesus as my healer, but I spent the day complaining and never once asked.

That happens so often in our lives. We go around complaining about our problems and spending half our time trying to figure out what we can do to solve them. We do everything under the sun except the one thing we are told to do in the Word of God: ask, that we may receive that our joy may be full. (John 16:24 KJV.)

Why are we like that? Because the flesh, our carnal human nature, wants to do things itself. That is the nature of the flesh. It wants to conquer. It wants to overcome its own problems in its own way. Why? So it can get the glory. The flesh wants to do it itself, because it wants the credit.

That is one reason we are not more successful than we are in our walk of faith: because we are trying to obtain by our efforts what God wants to give us by His grace. But in order for Him to give us what we need, we must be humble enough to quit trying and start trusting. We must be willing to stop doing and start asking.

Receive, Not Get

[Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures.

James 4:3

In this study I hope to eradicate the word get from our vocabulary and replace it with the word receive. These are two different things.

James tells us that rather than setting out to acquire the things we need or desire, we are to ask for them. But then he goes on to say that often the reason we do not receive what we ask for is because we ask with the wrong motive or intention.

Sometimes the thing we are asking God for is not wrong in itself, but He cannot grant our request yet because He still has some work to do in us to prepare us for it.

For example, it was right for me to seek the Lord about the ministry to which He had called me. It was the Lord’s will that it succeed. However, even though He had called me, the first several years of my ministry were difficult ones because my motives were wrong. Instead of simply submitting myself to the Lord in humble service to Him, I was trying to be important. I was insecure and wanted a high position in the Kingdom of God for wrong reasons. Until I learned to allow Him to do His own work in me, He could not work through me. My motives had to be purified, and that type of change does not take place overnight.

For years I was frustrated because I prayed and fasted and sought the Lord, and yet nothing happened — at least very little that I could see. I did not appreciate the value of the inner work that must be done to prepare us for visible blessings. I wanted to move in the full flow of God’s Spirit, but there was just a little trickle of the Spirit in my life and ministry. I could not understand what was wrong.

It even got to the point that I wanted to tell the Lord to just leave me alone so I could forget about the ministry and go do something else. I was ready to give up the whole thing.

That happens to many of us. God comes along and starts a work in us and through us. He gets us somewhere out in the middle of what He is doing, and then it seems that He just will not go ahead and finish it. That is where the frustration begins, because we try so hard to move things along, and it is like attempting to move a mountain out of the way with sheer physical force. It just won’t work! God, of course, always finishes what He starts, but the waiting helps us get truly rooted and grounded in Him.

Many times this kind of thing happens because our motives are wrong. Sometimes even our motives for seeing our loved ones saved can be selfish. We want them saved not because we love them and want to see them blessed, but because we want our lives to be made easier or better. We want them saved not for their own sake, but so we won’t have to put up with their sinful attitudes and behavior.

That is part of what James is talking about when he says that we ask for the wrong purpose or with the wrong intention. Often God knows that our motives and intentions are wrong, even if we don’t realize it or won’t admit it. It is hard to face the truth about ourselves. But we have to do that if we want to be able to receive all that God desires to give us.

Over the years I have learned one important truth: God knows me much better than I know myself. I have come to see that if I ask the Lord for something, and He does not give it to me right away, it is simply because I am not yet ready to receive it.

The Lord once told me, “Joyce, any time you ask Me for something good and you don’t get it, it’s not because I’m trying to hold out on you or keep you from receiving it. Either it’s because I have something better in mind and you just don’t know enough to ask Me for it, so I have to make you wait until you catch up with My plan, or it’s because you are out of My timing.”

Often it is not a matter of being out of God’s will, it is a matter of being out of God’s timing. We have not because we ask not. But we also have not because we ask with the wrong motives and intentions, or because we are not yet ready to receive what God wants to give us.

I have learned that when I ask the Lord for something I must make my request and then leave it alone. If it is His will that I receive what I have asked for, He will provide it — in His own way, and in His own time. Waiting does not have to be frustrating if we learn more about God’s grace.

Like Unfaithful Wives

You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with the world] and breaking your marriage vow to God! Do you not know that being the world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God.

James 4:4

What does James mean when he says that we are “like unfaithful wives?” I believe the Lord has given me a good example from my own personal experience.

In my kitchen there are some windows above the sink that are hard for me to reach. Now, when I go to open or close those windows I can jump up on the counter and make a big ordeal out of it. Or I can save myself the struggle and strain by simply calling my husband, Dave, and asking him to come open or close them for me. Dave is much taller than I am, so with his long arms it is no problem for him to do what would be a real frustrating challenge for me.

That is the way we are with the Lord. We struggle and strain, wearing ourselves out trying to do something that the Lord could do for us with no effort at all — if we would just ask Him.

But do you know what would insult my husband even more than refusing to let him help me? Running to the next-door neighbor and asking him to come over and open or close my windows for me. That is the kind of thing James is referring to here in this verse when he talks about our being “like unfaithful wives” who turn to other men for help rather than calling upon our own husband, a symbol of the Lord.

I was frustrated in my life and ministry until I learned to quit either trying to do everything on my own or running to others with my problems rather than running to God.

Grace Defined

Or do you suppose that the Scripture is speaking to no purpose that says, The Spirit Whom He has caused to dwell in us yearns over us and He yearns for the Spirit [to be welcome] with a jealous love?

But He gives us more and more grace (power of the Holy Spirit, to meet this evil tendency and all others fully). That is why He says, God sets Himself against the proud and haughty, but gives grace [continually] to the lowly (those who are humble enough to receive it).

James 4:5,6

As I was reading this passage some years ago searching for the answer to why I was so frustrated and so powerless to overcome my sins and failures, my eyes began to open when I came to verse 6 which says that God gives us “more and more grace.” Then The Amplified Bible version tells us what grace is.

Before the Lord opened my eyes to this revelation, the only definition I had ever heard of the word grace was “undeserved favor.” That is good, but there is so much more to grace than that. The Amplified Bible says that grace is the power of the Holy Spirit to meet the evil tendency within each of us.

What evil tendency is James referring to here? The evil tendency to be like an unfaithful wife, the evil tendency to have illicit love affairs with the world, the evil tendency to turn away from God and look to ourselves or to others rather than simply asking Him to meet our needs. That is a tendency of the flesh, and it is not the way God wants us to react.

The answer I was seeking is found in verse 6, which tells us that in the midst of all our problems and frustrations God gives us more and more grace, more and more power of the Holy Spirit to meet this evil tendency and all others fully. That is why God sets Himself against the proud and the haughty who think they can handle things on their own without Him, but gives grace continually to the lowly, to those who are humble enough to receive His grace by simply asking for it.
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