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Welcome To Montpellier!

Today 8th city of France, Montpellier continues its vertiginous development. More young than its Languedoc neighbors as far as history is concerned, it is however the figurehead of the region, by its incredible dynamism. Montpellier is young, thanks to its population, which in particular has a large number of students present here. The Entertainment and the festival, the frank good humour of the south, contribute to the construction of unforgettable memories. City side, the facilities have increased these recent years, and urbanism and architecture are strongly turned to a thought -out modernism. The existence of the largest pedestrian centre of France and urban requirements in terms of sustainable development are showing it. All this results in a beautiful harmony and the old buildings in the centre, many of them dating from the Middle Ages live side by side with the most modern architectural achievements , whose some are signed by the greatest names of architecture. The dynamism is also cultural, and the number of festivals and events taking place in Montpellier is simply breathtaking. But do not panic! Petit Futé is there to guide you through the mass of what to see and do.
Montpellier is also and especially the sun, which shines here with insolence (more than 300 days of sunshine per year), and the sea close by. Everything is there to make you spend pleasant holidays, and you can easily enjoy the city and take a dip in the same day. inland Getaways will also delight lovers of wild and preserved nature, For, whether towards Camargue, the stretches of Languedoc vineyards or the foothills of the Cévennes, we are very quickly out of Montpellier and the magic of the landscapes is immediately required.




Cultural Events – Festivals



Exhibitions




[image: ] AUBES SESSIONS D'ARTISTES[image: ]

Quartier des Aubes



Free. At the beginning of May.

Although very little popularized through the media, this small festival gathers each year several thousands of visitors on a Sunday. The inhabitants of the neighborhood of Aubes open their gardens there (about 20 places all the same) where works of local sculptors, painters or plastics technicians are exposed. On the main small square, there is an open-air café where you can eat, drink or dance on the music of local groups. Admittedly, it is not necessarily art with a capital A, but we can always discover interesting or quirky artists there and the atmosphere is very friendly and more and more Montpellier people make a family outing of it. Unpretentious but charming, just the way we like it.





[image: ] PARCOURS ATELIERS D'ARTISTES[image: ]

Divers lieux.

www.ot-montpellier.fr



In May and November.

Introduced nearly 8 years ago by Yann Dumoget, himself an artist, the Ateliers d'Artistes project allows, twice a year (end of October-beginning of November and end of April-beginning of May), to visit, over the course of a weekend, workshops of about forty local painters, sculptors or sculptors. It is the opportunity to chat with them about their work around a drink or a tea and perhaps even fall for a canvas. The exact dates and the brochure of the course are generally available at the Tourist Office.





[image: ] SINGULIÈREMENT VOTRE[image: ]

Maison Pour Tous Frédéric Chopin

1, rue du Marché aux Bestiaux

✆ 04 67 72 61 83

http: //cendm8.wix.com/fsingulierementvotre

mpt-chopin@ville-montpellier.fr



At the beginning of May. Free.

Modest, quirky or outsider art exhibited in the park and in the rooms on the ground floor, around twenty duly selected original artists (some come from abroad), outdoor entertainment for all (brass band, meal, snack bar, entertainment for small children) and free entrance: it is the little crazy challenge that Maison pour Tous Frédéric Chopin made, in the district of Fine arts. A successful challenge because, year by year, visitors are more and more frequent and are not limited any more to the simple locals, far from it. It is true that enjoying a fresh fruit juice to the sound of a brass band while walking between original works is always a pleasant family outing. Unpretentious art and relaxed atmosphere lovers should in any case appreciate it.




Cultural Events – Festivals




[image: ] ARCHITECTURES VIVES[image: ]

Divers lieux de Montpellier.

www.festivaldesarchitecturesvives.com/



At the beginning of June. Free admission.

Architecture Vives is the festival which, at the beginning of June, gave free rein to the fantasy and the imagination of budding national and international young architects. For nearly two weeks, these latter presented their projects, often offbeat, not to say nicely eccentric, in twenty courtyards of private mansions of the historic centre. It is sometimes strange, sometimes funny. Sometimes also, you don't understand everything, it is true, but it is always original. A map of the course is distributed so that you don't get lost or waste too much time looking for the different places of exhibition, and many students are present to answer visitors' questions. Since 2013, Architecture Vives has also been exported in Grande Motte, where other facilities are presented in June.





[image: ] BATTLE OF THE YEAR[image: ]

Zénith Sud

www.botyfrance.com



At the end of May.

It is the great national final of hip-hop, which sees the best dancers of the kind, selected all year round throughout France, clashing every spring. Held in Nimes for a time, in the Arenas, where it was cancelled at the last moment due to storm, it quickly returned to find shelter under the roof of the Zenith of Montpellier! We can find then the best of the kind there and, if the entrance is a little bit expensive, the show is worth largely the visit and is simply bluffing... if you love hip hop, of course (and still, that can be the opportunity to discover it).





[image: ] FAMILY PIKNIK[image: ]

www.familypiknikfestival.com



At the end of July: at the beginning of August.

It has been, since 2012, the techno festival which has caused much ink to flow. Acclaimed by lovers of techno but vilified by some people for the noise incoveniences caused, Family Piknik is inspired by English festivals by offering a giant turnip... but in broad daylight! Each summer, a Sunday of the end of July or at the beginning of August, you can thus dance on techno from the morning until the end of the techno in Montpellier. Until 2014, the festival was held at the estate of Grammont but was moved to the Montcalm park in 2015. It is surprising, quite unique in France but it should be reserved for lovers of techno because, by definition, the public is quite young and the music very strong!





[image: ] FÊTE DES LUMIÈRES[image: ]

Divers lieux de l'Ecusson

www.ot-montpellier.fr



Mid-December. free admission.

Brand new and wonderful... And very bright! From Christmas 2014, Montpellier dreams, in all modesty, to be a small Lyon. The municipality and the Chamber of commerce decided to offer coloured and animated projections in the open air in various places of the centre when the night falls over the course of a weekend in December. If the very first edition concerned only 4 places (prefecture, Saint-Roch church, Saint-Denis place and Chamber of commerce), it gained a sharp success thanks to very elaborate and beautiful projections. In the long term, the number of invested places should increase year by year. We are certainly still far from the 71 places of the festival of the Lights of Lyon, but, in the near future, who knows.





[image: ] LES THÉÂTRALES[image: ]

Esplanade Charles de Gaulle

Le Corum

✆ 04 67 61 67 61

www.montpellier-events.com



In 2015, Montpellier revived the great French tradition of boulevard theatre and launched this new festival at Corum. Throughout the year, you can regularly see there (at the rate of approximately a play per month) all that the "boulevard" has as classical and as great successes of the moment. Amanda Lear, Michelle Bernier, Josiane Balasko... were among others seen playing there.





[image: ] TOHU BOHU[image: ]

Place Georges Frêche

www.festivalradiofrancemontpellier.com



At the end of July. Free.

After more than ten editions Place Dionysos, this free little techno festival managed by the "big" Festival Radio France had had to move inside because the Place Dionysos had become too small (and the residents had gotten a little annoyed by the noise). In 2015, Tohu Bohu returns to its original formula but in a new larger and adapted place. And with the blessing of authorities since it is the square the new town hall! During three evenings, from 7 pm to 10 pm, national and international techno DJs freely appear there at the time of aperitif. One of the leading events of young people of Montpellier; however, it should be reserved for lovers.





[image: ] ZAT[image: ]

www.montpellier.fr



Free.

After flying at half-mast for some time for budgetary reasons, the Zone Artistique Temporaire has returned for Easter 2015. Twice a year (in autumn and spring) a district of the city, different each time, finds itself, during a weekend, transformed into vast free artistic space. You can see dancers, fire, temporary exhibitions that are often shifted and original, entertainments for children, concerts... there. The program varies with each edition according to the selected theme (fire, dance... etc) It is always friendly, good natured and surprising though, growing success obliges, often crowded, (tens of thousands of visitors in each edition, all the same!)





[image: ] FESTIN DE PIERRES[image: ]

Saint-Jean-de-Védas

✆ 04 67 85 65 50

www.festindepierres.com



Free. At the end of September.

A real little festival of Aurillac in miniature that this Festin de Pierre! Each end of summer, in Saint-Jean de Védas (accessible from Montpellier by tram), street artists, jugglers, tightrope walkers and other fire-eaters meet during one weekend. You can find there entertainments of street circus for everyone, children and adults, and a very friendly atmosphere. The festival attracts more and more people and it is justified. Moreover, almost everything is free there.





Tours – Points Of Interest




Montpellier & Street Art


The Street art or urban art is the artistic movement that climbs. It came from Gaffiti; it takes very different forms now (collages, stencils, drawings and installations) and invites even the most sophisticated New York art centers, Paris or Berlin.

Montpellier has always been ahead of this and now poses as the capital of this small French discipline, with a national reputation. There have even been ephemeral projects of houses Customised from floor to ceiling by artists ("Parcour" and in January 2014, "The FMR Project "), which attracted thousands of visitors and of which even the national press has repeated. If the city has galleries (Montana, At Down, The Mat ...) entirely dedicated to this discipline, the urban art also remains there in its place of origin, namely the street. There are indeed hundreds small creations in the city center. Collages, paintings, you just have to look up in the badge to discover and be surprised! Jonny Style Zoulette by passing through Al or BMX, many local and anonymous artists, regularly cover the walls of varied works, funny, surprising, sometimes involved. Residents and the municipality, aware of this added artistic value, let go with a smile. Walking through the old stone mansion, we can discover another Montpellier, that of the twenty-first century, full of color and life! You just take the time to look around you and it is really worth it.







Tourist Offices




[image: ] OFFICE DU TOURISME DE MONTPELLIER[image: ]

Place de la Comédie

30, allée Jean-de-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr

Tramway



Qualité Tourisme label. Sud de France. From October to June, Monday to Saturday from 9.30am to 6pm. From July to September, Monday to Saturday from 9.30am to 7.30pm. Sunday and public holidays from 10am to 5pm all year. Closed on December 25th and on January 1st. The Tourist Office will exceptionally at 5pm close the 24 and December 31st. Sale of tickets of transport, ticket office shows and leisures, excursions, city card.

Tourists and new Montpelliérains find a self documentation on the cultural events of the city, the service providers and especially the qualified guests who do not hesitate to immerse themselves in the many tourist brochures seeking information miracle. The Tourist Office is a passage recommended for those seeking to know Montpellier day or night! Guided tours, themed on the medieval city, the personalities of Montpellier, the mansions are organised on wednesdays, saturdays and sundays. Since the summer of 2009, he setup a reservation office which allows you to book accommodation from the office or simply from its website.





[image: ] OFFICE DE TOURISME DE CARNON[image: ]

Rue du Levant

Carnon

✆ 04 67 50 51 15

www.carnontourisme.com

tourisme@mauguio-carnon.com



Low season: open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 12: 30 pm and from 1: 30 pm to 5 pm; Saturday from 9 am to 1 pm. High season: every day from 9 am to 6: 30 pm.

In addition to the usual amenities, this office offers many tourist services. Free ones, please: guided walks on the banks of the pond of Or on a tour of the lagoon fauna and flora, every Thursday; also, for the children, the small discoverers game, a hunting for treasures in the city, on Wednesdays morning. Paying activities: Stand up paddle, tours on gyropod; the new, it is also the possibility of hiring a catamaran for a day, for big game fishing or for tour. Once a month, the visit of the historic center of Mauguio is organised. Free workshops on registration at the Tourist Office, graff, painting and sky watching.




Guided Tours




Discovering The River Lez




Duration: 2 hours. Walks are easy. It's impracticable by bike.
From the Saint-Lazare station, on the tramway line 2, go down the avenue de la Justice towards Lez. The Walk starts on rue de Ferran, just before the pont de la Concorde that is the connection between Montpellier and Castelnau. You cross the bottom of the park Méric, formerly owned by the family of the painter Frédéric Bazille. After a few hundred meters, take the path on stilts which begins on the right of an imposing plane tree. The view of the old village of Castelnau is worth a look and then you cross an ancient well. Continue by the path along the river and enjoy the pontoons which are installed on the river to take a short break – with a little luck, you will see a cormorant, a kingfisher or a heron. Then A staircase will allows you to reach a panoramic viewpoint on rue de Ferran. Continue on the main road in the same direction, Wood posts shows that the road becomes again accessible to cars, but traffic is low. For a few hundred meters, walk on a paved road, then you cross rue de la Combe-Caude, without taking it, you cross the Domaine de Bergemont on your left. The road climbs up to the Domaine municipal de la Valette. To the left of a large green gate, a door gives access to the Réserve Naturelle du Lez. The path is marked, so it is impossible to get lost! You end up on a large clearing below zoo de Lunaret. Here Le Lez offers some beautiful waterfalls and beautiful lakes. Continuing, the path takes up. You overlook the river by moving on a wooden path on stilts. Then you reach the Domaine d'Agropolis. Continue under a century-old plane trees alley that leads to a former mill, now turned into a canoe base. On your right, you can take a break on the large pebbles beach. Bypass the mill to a gate – which is usually half-opened; enter the park of an old orphanage. Be on your way to the marked path. Tables are set up for a picnic. Still walk a few tens of meters, and you arrive at the end of this walk, on the parking of Agropolis. Just Above, several buses will allow you to return to the city centre.








The Works Of Art Tour


The Contemporary art lovers will be charmed by this circuit, over the first tram line...

[image: ] Train Station. The Journey of Sarkis. On the theme of travel, the artist set thirty-two seats on both sides of the palm trees, planted along the way from the tram. Every seat is refered to one of the cultural wonders of the world: Taj Mahal, Sainte-Sophie... The distance from here and Elsewhere is engraved on the seats.

[image: ] Corum station. Les Allégories d'Allan McCollum. to Admire these sculptures, you will need to get out of the tram and take the monumental staircase leading to the Esplanade. According to the words of the artist, these works are allegories "de la dissolution et de la Renaissance, de la résurrection par la technologie moderne ". For the record, these five damaged statues with farting colours are mouldings of works used by the time and which formerly adorned the gardens of Domaine de la Mosson, one of the most impressive follies, built in Montpellier and of which it remain today almost nothing.

[image: ] Université-des-Sciences station. Hommage à Confucius, a work of Alain Jacquet. To admire this sculpture called by students and locals la Grande Saucisse or le Donuts, you will have to get around on foot to the faculty of arts and Sciences and the university canteen. This very showy work, a creation of the French sculptor, installed in New York in the years 1960, is a part of the current pop art. Far from the gourmet allusion, it draws its inspiration from the binary system whose father is none other than the famous Confucius.

[image: ] Mosson station. La Constellation de Chen Zen. This work is relatively far from the others since it is located at the end of the tram, in Mosson. It was designed by the artist for this multicultural neighbourhood. It symbolises the modern "les champs modernes du dialogue et de l’échange fraternel entre les peuples" It is composed of two spherical big plates around which, are arranged seventy chairs of aluminium alloy, copied from the models that were lent by the locals.








[image: ] TOURS OF THE TOURIST OFFICE

30, allée de Lattre de Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From €8. To consult the list of the visits, go on the site: www.ot-montpellier.fr.

As for guided tours, the tourist office of Montpellier offers an impressive range of circuits that address a range of varied themes. Apart from the quality of the explanations, the advantage is to visit mansions or inaccessible unaccompanied tourist attractions. This is particularly the case of Fessiers medieval. There is also a pell-mell, a vineyard tour in the municipalities of the metropolitan area, the discovery of medicine in Montpellier, mansions, the historic development of Montpellier through its city center, the Jardin des Plantes, Saint-Pierre Cathedral, Montpellier "music lover" Lez bike tours ... The list is long and everyone is benefiting. The number of participants at each visit is limited and it is advisable to book, especially in high season.



		
		
		
	isi le 29/06/2010
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			The visit " trades of arts" interesting and well organised. contact with the various craftsmen is lively and enriching.

		
		






[image: ] Historic heart to the modern districts – Guided Tour of Montpellier[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


To combine business with pleasure, here is an urban promenade, in addition to contributing to your daily physical training, invites you to enrich your knowledge about Montpellier. Thus, after passing through the Arc de Triomphe, the Mikvé and courtyards of private mansions, the historical center, your tour guide takes you successively to Antigone district of neoclassical and Port Marianne. Depending on your stride, neighborhoods with modern and futuristic architecture reflect the ambition of developing of the gifted one.

[image: ] Price: €12 per adult, €10 at discounted rates (students, retired people and more than 65 years old, the unemployed and owner of a disabilty card). Free for children under 18 years old.

[image: ] Duration: 2 hours.

[image: ] difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: reservations are required from the Tourist Office of Montpellier, in front of which you can visit 10 minutes before the departure (place de la Comédie). minimum 8 participants.






[image: ] A Treasure Hunt "Discovering Montpellier"[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


Who says that the city walks tires children? If you feared to a cretain point that your little wolves are bored to visit monuments and listen to the explanations of a tour guide, this is undoubtedly the activity you need: the treasure hunting! With their discovery book and accompanied by a tour guide from the tourist office, children workout for two hours as a historical investigator. The traditional urban tour then takes a different turn ... Both sporty, fun and educational, the treasure hunting is definitely good as a perfect family outing!

[image: ] Single price: package of €15 for 1 child or 2 children + 1 accompanying adult.

[image: ] Duration: 2 hours.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: a treasure hunting for children from 7 to 11 years; reservations are required from the Tourist Office of Montpellier, in front of which you can visit 10 minutes before the departure (place de la Comédie). At the beginning of the visit, the brochure Jeu de piste (treasure hunting) will be given to children. Minimum 8 participants.






[image: ] Montpellier By Bike[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


Guests who move daily by car or public transportation, did you know that Montpellier had a cycling network of almost 150 km? Forget the old customs and get started! Cheaper, less pollutant, quicker during rush hours and especially very pleasant under this beautiful mediterranean sunshine, cycling is an activity of many benefits. You do not have your own bike? Go to one of the 49 automatic Vélomagg' stations and serve yourself: it will cost you only fifty centimetres per hour!

[image: ] Price: free; Vélomagg': 0.50 €/h.

[image: ] Distance: cycling network of 150 km.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.






[image: ] MONTPELLIER WINE TOURS[image: ]

92, rue Mathieu Laurens

✆ 06 95 16 25 61

www.montpellierwinetours.com

info@montpellierwinetours.com



Every day from Monday to Saturday. Rates per person: half-day € 65, day from € 120 to € 125, transportation, tasting and guided tour included. Lunch included in the day trips. Possibility of tour. Reservations and gift box on the site.

Montpellier Wine Tours is a wine tourism agency to discover the wines and vineyards around Montpellier. From this city, the circuits of Montpellier Wine Tours are by the day or half-day and always in small groups of 2 to 8 people for a pleasant and friendly visit. During these tours, visitors can sample wines of selected areas but also meet the winemakers, learn almost everything about the management of vineyards, tasting process and wine making. They are welcomed by winemakers and can visit the cellars of winemaking and aging and walk in the vineyards before moving to vault and tasting. Every day from Monday to Saturday. Rates per person: €65 half day -  €95 day, meal option:  € 22/ person, transportation, tour and tasting included..





[image: ] "PETIT TRAIN" OF MONTPELLIER[image: ]

Place de la Comédie

En face de l'office de tourisme

✆ 04 67 66 24 38 / 04 67 51 27 37

trainmontpellier@aol.com

In front of the florists of the Esplanade



Closed from December to January. Low season: open every day from 11am to 4pm. High season: every day from 10.30am to 6pm. Adult: €7. Child (up to 12 years): €4.

This white train offers a guided tour of the historic center of Montpellier, available in 8 languages. Departure from place de la comedie every 30 minutes in july-august. In 40 minutes, the train crosses comedy square, a few streets from the L'Ecusson and marks a stop on the pretty place de la Canourgue. For lovers! Note that the course is very pleasant unless you have difficulties moving, the Ecusson is not very wide.



		
		
		
	roukinfute le 29/06/2010
	
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]



			I recommend the train to start a visit Montpellier, the course covers the historic center of Montpellier.
The comments are not great, but the advantage of train is can find little places that attractions and visit them in details later.

		
		






[image: ] FROM PORT MARIANNE THE "MAISON DE LA NATURE"

www.portmarianne.montpellier.fr



Are you ready to discover the fauna and wild flora of Petite Camargue? Petit Futé offers a really easy bike ride – there are only flat ones – that will lead you in the middle of ponds, to explore the Camargue birds. To make this little excursion, it is preferable that it has not rained the day before. The starting point is the path that follows the river, at the Jacques -Coeur basin in the district of Port Marianne. Heading south along the river to the end of the path. In front of you stands the Marina Port Ariane and its colorful buildings. Take the road on the right, then first one on the left – a driveway lined with palm trees. Cross the bridge over the canal which connects the port and the leisure pool. Continue straight between buildings and go under a wide avenue – Avenue de l' Europe – to arrive at the Jacques – d'Aragon shopping centre. From here, take the direction "Collège Georges Brassens" from which the Maison la Nature is signposted. To get there, it passes through a residential area, then you walk along a canal. Once at the Maison de la Nature, take the bridge – on foot or by bicycle – and follow the path of around 7 kilometers that runs between ponds: it will take you back to the same gateway – authorized access from 9: 00 to 16: 30. Here you can enter a protected area, breeding many species of birds. The greatest respect is called for! If you still have time, the Maison de Nature is a permanent exhibition on the site, the observation of a stork's nest filmed live and an observatory.





[image: ] Visiting The Medieval City[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


The medieval past of Montpellier is difficult at first: no castle, no walls, no moat or remains of drawbridge. However, while digging a little deeper and linger on some architectural details dotted here and there, the doubt disappears. Accompanied by a lecturer guide, you will walk for two hours along the streets and the inner courtyards of the old town, and will soon find traces of medieval hostal and its occupants...

[image: ] Price: €9 per adult, €7 at discounted rates (6 years old children for 18 years, students, students, retirees and more than 60 years, the unemployed and owner of a disabilty card).

[image: ] Duration: 2: 00.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: reservations are required from the Tourist Office of Montpellier; rendezvous in front of the potters, near the Corum tram station. minimum 8 participants.






[image: ] Guided Tour In The Historic Center Of Montpellier[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


Two hours of walking and a journey through time, here is in short what awaits you in this guided tour of the historic center of Montpellier. Accompanied by an approved tour guide, discover the secrets of the lighthouses monuments in the neighbourhood, usually inaccessible to the public. On the programme of course: Mikvé (Jewish ritual bath), the Arc De Triomphe or courtyards of private mansions, everything is based on stories and anecdotes that marked the city. In other words, how to exercise while gaining informing! However, remember to book in advance at the Tourist Office because it is often full.

[image: ] Price: €9 per adult, €7 at discounted rates (children from 6 years old to 18 years, pupils, students, retired people and more than 60 years old, the unemployed and owner of a disabilty card).

[image: ] Duration: 2 hours.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: reservations are required from the Tourist Office of Montpellier, in front of which you can visit 10 minutes before the departure (place de la Comédie). minimum 8 participants.






[image: ] Guided tour Of The Mansions Of Montpellier[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


If you live in Montpellier, probably you pass in front of these buildings daily, without taking note of their luxurious façades. Dating from the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the mansions bear witness to the architectural evolution and the progressive growth of the city. Today, to tell you their history, to sharpen your look and make you discover their nuances, the Tourist Office offers an interesting program of guided tours. The two hours of walking that await you will be very rewarding and the guide, personally tested by Petit Futé, can be both exciting and clear. Remember though, especially in high season, to book your visit well upstream at the Tourist Office. For obvious reasons of comfort and not to disturb people who live in these hotels, the number of visitors is limited and it is often full a week in advance.

[image: ] Price: €9 per adult, €7 at discounted rates (children from 6 years old to 18 years old, pupils, students, retired people and more than 60 years old, the unemployed and those who have the diability card).

[image: ] Duration: 2hours.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: reservations are required from the Tourist Office of Montpellier, in front of which you have an appointment 10 minutes before the departure (place de la Comédie). minimum 8 participants.





Monuments and buildings




[image: ] ANCIEN PALAIS DE JUSTICE[image: ]

Rue Foch



On the site of the former courthouse, the highest point of the city, was in the Middle Ages, the castle of the lords of Montpellier: the Guilhems. It is already on this site that the latter exercised their power at the time. The fortress was destroyed in 1206 to leave room for the royal palace of Aragon that will be completed in 1250. The royal palace underwent important deteriorations during the religious wars. It was partly rebuilt in the seventeenth century to become one of the most beautiful kingdoms. Still rebuilt and enlarged in the middle of the nineteenth century, it has not changed since. Its architecture is characterised by its well-balanced proportions and its main façade with triangular roof, supported by columns with Corinthian capitals. You can admire a fresco of Romus the sculptor here representing "Justice protecting the innocent one and revealing the crime". Its peristyle is decorated with statues of Cambacérès, famous magistrate in Montpellier, and the cardinal of Fleury, minister of Louis XV and native of the region. The new law courts, where the Montpellier magistrates now exercise, is located a few steps away, below the Peyrou promenade: place Pierre-Flotte.





[image: ] AQUEDUC SAINT-CLÉMENT

boulevard des arceaux



The Saint-Clément aqueduct or Aqueduct Pitot was built in the 17th century on the plans of engineer Henry Pitot De Launay in order to facilitate the clean water supply of the city. It stretches over 14 km from the town of Saint-Clément-de-Rivière, north of the town, to the water tower designed by Jean-Antoine Giral at the end of the Peyrou promenade. The last 800 metres that cross the Arcades (below Peyrou) are the most impressive of the structure and are reminiscent of – all things considered – the outline of its Roman ancestor, Pont du Gard. Thanks to this new source of water supply, many fountains, now disappeared were installed at the time (the Pyla Saint-Gély, Faubourg de Lattes, or la Putanelle fountains on the banks of Verdanson). You can also see other parts of this aqueduct in the la Croix-Verte neighbourhood in the north (rue de La Croix de Lavit) and the town of Saint-Clément-de-Rivière (boulevard de la Lironde).



[image: ]

AQUEDUC SAINT-CLÉMENT - Aqueduc Saint-Clément

© Stéphane SAVIGNARD






[image: ] ARC DE TRIOMPHE[image: ]

Rue Foch



Free access 24/7 h.

This gate, symbol of power, was built by a Roi Soleil anxious to show his power, at the end of the seventeenth century. It was made as the first of Montpellier in the big national campaign of beautification work in the cities. Designed by the architect François d'Orbay, a pupil of Mansart, this triumphal arch, imitation of Parisian gateway was built on the site of one of the gates of the ancient wall. Some medallions show Louis XIV slaying an eagle (Empire) and a lion (England). More peaceful, a trio of characters symbolises the canal du midi joining the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean. Virgin marble plaques still await the name of the consuls who were unobtrusive during the revolution. At the end of 2003, restoration works returned to the arch all its prestige. The brave, curious, or the sports lovers, can after climbing the 130 steps (in guided tour with the Tourist Office), discover a majestic view of Montpellier and its surroundings.



		
		
		
	roukinfute le 29/06/2010
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			Recently restored, it is unmissable for the souvenir photo of our friendly visitors.
Small good plan: it is possible " visiter" or rather to go up to the top thanks to guided tours organized by the Tourist Office.
With its top, you will have a superb panoramic view of any Montpellier! 
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			Since it Z restored it is once again one of the monuments lighthouses of Montpellier, it is the door of the coat district of the historic center of Montpellier with two steps from the court. Friendly
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ARC DE TRIOMPHE - Arc de triomphe de Montpellier.

© Leonid Andronov – iStockphoto
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 [image: ]CHÂTEAU DE FLAUGERGUES[image: ]

1744, avenue Albert-Einstein

Quartier Millénaire

✆ 04 99 52 66 37 / 06 61 92 00 85

www.flaugergues.com

visiter@flaugergues.com



Gardens open every day Monday to Saturday from 9 am to 12: 30 pm and from 2: 30 pm to 7 pm (Sunday and public holidays from June to September). Castle (interior) June, July and September from 2: 30 pm to 6: 30 pm, except Monday, the rest of the year by appointment. Adult: €9.50 (visit gardens only: €7). Reduced rate: €7. School rate: €4.

Built in the late seventeenth century, Flaugergues is one of the houses called "follies" built in the countryside of montpellier with Grammont cable. Passed down from generation to generation, Flaugergues today bears witness to the life of the montpelliérains notable of the time. The gardens, around the castle, restored by M. and Mme Colbert, stretch over five acres. They are five places: the terrace in front of the castle which has a unique, bare and classic look, on the floor terrace which is very symbolic of this place and was a model in the 18th century with many other floors of the region, the large alley, the said olive trees alley, along the house to the west, is a beautiful view of 400 m surrounded by boxwood and olive trees, in the south-west of the castle is the English garden, a botanical garden, and finally, the vineyards in the east. See, touch, feel, such are the priorities in a stunning garden of 5 senses. A restaurant was recently opened in this exceptional settings, le Folia (menu €17 to €19.70).





[image: ] LE CORUM[image: ]

Esplanade Charles-De-Gaulle

✆ 04 67 61 67 61

www.enjoy-montpellier.com

corum@enjoy-montpellier.com

Tram lines 1 and 2. Le Corum stop



The entrance to the Corum conference centre and opera is done from the charles-de-gaulle Esplanade. However, it is from the road of Nîmes, below, that this building of about fifty metres high with bunker look, dressed with pink granite, has to be admired or at least observed, according to the taste of each. Opened in 1990, it is the work of the architect Claude Vasconi. If its external appearance is contested, the interior architecture is generally quite popular, especially for work on the remarkable light and an opera room of rare acoustic quality. When you enter the depths, you have the impression to enter a maze inspired by the Cretan architecture of Knossos or Phaestos. Its roof accessible to tourists from the Esplanade offers stunning views of the north of the city and the hinterland.



		
		
		
	renatobello le 20/04/2010
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			imposing creation favourable to the cultural centre in a city oriented towards the future

		
		






[image: ] LA FACULTÉ DE MÉDECINE[image: ]

Rue de l’Ecole-de-Médecine



The building that houses the faculty of medicine today was built in 1364 on the request of pope Urbain V, to accommodate the Saint-Benoît and Saint-Germain monastery. It belonged to the same complex as the Saint-Pierre cathedral. It is only since 1795 the the faculty occupies these buildings. However, the lesson in medicine and law begun much earlier; as from the twelfth century. They were held then in an informal way. Pope Nicholas IV awarded the Masters and students of the city the title of university in canon and civil law, medicine and arts, on October 26th, 1289. The University of Montpellier is therefore one of the oldest in the western world. The base of science was then the reading and the comments of Canon d'Avicenne, philosophical doctor of the tenth Century. The classes were sometimes of theology, astrology and even magic! It is the first university in France to have had the authorisation, in 1366, to dissect corpses. It had among its students, personalities as famous as Nostradamus or Rabelais, which you can admire the signature in a register.





[image: ] HÔTEL HAGUENOT[image: ]

3, rue Clapiès

✆ 04 67 92 25 62 / 06 19 07 27 58

www.hotelhaguenot.fr

hotelhaguenot@orange.fr



Open all year. For the individual ones: from January to July included, and from September to December included (by appointment). Groups: all year by appointment. Free for under 18-year-olds (and for the disabled people). Adult: €7. Rental of the hotel for receptions between €1000 and €4000. Guided tour (from 45 to 60 minutes – house and garden).

Built by Jean-Antoine Giral for Professor Henri Haguenot (1760), this madness (include house in the woods, in the leaves) is in a garden with fountains, a real haven of greenery and freshness, some steps away from the Ecusson. The house on one level testifies a classic architecture decorated with plasterwork (plasterer figures) typical of the eighteenth century. The hotel welcomes 20 to 120 people inside, in three rooms of 34.36 and 50 m ²; and more than 300 outside, in the more than 2,000 m ² garden. If you are not too many, ask to visit the astronomical terrace, the panorama is exceptional! The place can be entirely or partly rented for a reception in all seasons. An exceptional setting to celebrate a wedding, organise a cocktail evening, a meal or other festivity! Note however that the owners, concerned with not disturbing the neighbours and that the place does not get deteriorated, remain very selective for accepted events. Given the beauty of the place, you can only understand them.





[image: ] LES HÔTELS PARTICULIERS



The Ecusson has an impressive number of mansions and sumptuous classic residences, built for the most between the seventeenth and eighteenth century. Hôtel des Trésoriers de la Bourse, Hôtel de Manse, Hôtel de Varennes, Hôtel Sabatier-d'Espeyran, Hôtel de la Vieille Intendance, Saint-Côme Hotel... The list is long. Each of these small palaces is organized around one or several courtyards that often hide magnificent examples of the architecture of the time – stairs, ornaments, colonnades... Some are accessible to the public all year round, others are open only during the Heritage Days or tours organised by the tourist Office.





[image: ] MARCHÉ DES BOUQUINISTES DE L'ESPLANADE[image: ]

Esplanade Charles de Gaulle



Saturdays. Free admission.

Formerly, it was located in rue des Etuves, but for a few years it has been installed on the Esplanade Charles de Gaulle. Better: since the beginning of 2014, from monthly it has become weekly. The last Saturday of the month remains the most popular and the most important, because it gathers thirty booksellers who come from the whole region, against a dozen the rest of the time. Here, each secondhand bookseller has his/her specialty: cinema, thrillers, art books, comics... All are real enthusiasts who take time to introduce you secondhand but generally in excellent condition books. And, especially, from collection book under cellophane to secondhand pocket book for a few euros, there is something for everyone but also for all budgets!





[image: ] MIKVE MEDIEVAL

1, rue de la Barralerie



The mansion houses in the cellars, important relics of a Hebrew religious complex of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The Jewish community of Montpellier, made of thousands of people, was, at the time, particularly important. It included property owners, craftsmen, traders and doctors. The only element worth visiting at this Hebrew complex is Mikvé. This Jewish ritual bath allowed ablutions of purification, especially before the Jewish Easter. It is naturally fed by an underground tablecloth. It is composed of a bay with gemeled columns, the capitals decorated with plant that connects to changing cabin and the bath. You can also admire magnificent semi-circular vaults. The synagogue and adjoining rooms, from the same period, make this place a unique heritage in Europe. Owned by the city of Montpellier, Mikvé is visited exclusively for a tour of the Tourist Office.





[image: ] LES STATUES DU CORUM[image: ]

Esplanade Charles de Gaulle



Free access;


Pink, blue, yellow and so on... Near Corum, at the end of the Esplanade Charles de Gaulle, these large statues are intriguing. To tell the truth, their location close to place de la Comédie created a real debate. But after the debate, they seem to have conquered the tourists, who often take their photographs in front of them, because of their originality. In a neo-classical sculptural style, they represent headless languid women and each, on its large white base, is painted in bright colours. Either you like it or hate it, but, in any case, they do not let you unmoved. And isn't this the aim of contemporary art?

The practical advice from Petit Futé: go and see them during the day. The colours are much more striking, and we must admit that the Esplanade is not particularly well frequented in the evening despite the efforts of the authorities, far from it...






[image: ] LES TROIS GRACES[image: ]

Place de la Comédie



Certainly the most symbolic monument of the city, the Trois Graces were carved by Etienne Antoine in 1776. These pretty Montpellier statues, a little round with eyes of our contemporary but canons of beauty in their time, are the gods of Joy, Charm and Beauty, daughters of Zeus. Initially housed at the place de la Canourgue, then place du Marché-aux-Fleurs, it is in 1797 that the setting of place de la Comedie was chosen to them. Those you can admire outside today are actually only moulding. The original ones are preserved in the theatre to protect them from bad weather and unpatriotic degradation. The Trois Grâces are not climbed!



		
		
		
	pasclud le 08/06/2010
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			A must-see passing on the egg to go to the pedestrian area, 3belles are has to immortalize in one clichés
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LES TROIS GRACES - Fontaine des Trois Grâces de Montpellier.

© Photoprofi3 - iStockphoto






[image: ] LES VESTIGES DES FORTIFICATIONS



The Pins tower, the tower of Babote and the porte de Blanquière are the unique testimonies of the fortifications that protected the town from the twelfth century. The Pins tower, opposite the jardin des plantes, rises 23 metres high. It owes its name to the two pines which grew at its summit. It was used as a refuge for Protestants during the sixteenth century, then a prison during the French Revolution. It welcomes archives of the city today. At the end of boulevard du Jeu-de-Paume, the tower of Babote was one of the gates to enter the city. Only the ground floor is original. An observatory was installed in the eighteenth century by the royal Academy of Sciences. This is where Lenormand would have flown away with an umbrella. Finally, you can admire below rue de l'Université, right next to the Ursulines convent, the Blanquerie portal, or Vieille Porte. Built in the first decade of the thirteenth century, it enabled the city to communicate with the outside and the suburbs.
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			The interest of the tower Babote is able to lunch at its foot, the houses of the eyes and fresh hot summer days in a very friendly setting.
A little secret place of Montpellier.

		
		






[image: ] CHÂTEAU DE CASTRIES[image: ]

Rue du Château

Castries



It is one of the most beautiful castles and best preserved in the region. The first castle of this very fine estate was built in the eleventh century. The successive buildings will be in the Castries family until the revolution. The castle was bought in the nineteenth century by the second duke of Castries that will restore its former splendor. In 1985, at the death of the last duke of Castries, the castle was bequeathed to the French Academy and then became the property of the Region. The buildings are arranged in a U-shape, around a courtyard. The main body is preceded by a portico where a bust of Louis XIV is set. The French gardens, designed by Le Nôtre, are filled with water features, boxwood floors and even a cave.
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			Castriotes wishing to visit the grounds of Castries, it is a shame to prohibit the entrance to the owner of puppy porta in luggage. We don't include for which aim patterns? ? ? 

		
		





Religious Buildings




[image: ] CATHÉDRALE SAINT-PIERRE

Place Saint-Pierre

✆ 04 67 66 04 12

www.montpellier.fr



Open Sunday to Friday from 9am to 12pm and from 2.30pm to 11am; Saturday from 9am to 6.15pm. Free.

Former chapel of the Benedictines in 1364 built by pope Urbain V, it became Episcopal headquarters in 1536, when the bishopric was transferred from Maguelone to Montpellier. Destroyed during the religious wars, it was rebuilt in the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, in several parts contrasting with its austere façade and its porch of the fourteenth century. La Révolution proclaimed it "Temple de la Raison ", like many other churches, before it became a military warehouse. Despite these changes, it still has a monumental painting, "Le miracle de Saint-Pierre", which we owe to the Montpellier painter Sébastien Bourdon (seventeenth century). See absolutely the porch; imposing canopy supported by huge circular batteries that made the arms of Urbain V. In its continuation, the faculty of medicine occupies the buildings of the former Benedictine monastery. It is the most important monument of Gothic style of the city of Montpellier and the largest church in languedoc-roussillon.
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			For a cathedral, nothing exceptional if it is not the organ which is magnificent
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© Stéphane SAVIGNARD






[image: ] LE COUVENT DES URSULINES[image: ]

Boulevard Louis-Blanc



This convent was designed by architect Jean Bonnassier in the mid-seventeenth century on request of the Ursulines. During the Revolution, the building is transformed into a prison for women. Acquired by the municipality in the years 1980, it now houses the national choreographic Centre, as well as many shows during the celebrations in summer. Although most rooms are therefore closed to the public, it is however possible to climb the steps to the raised square and, if you can be discreet and not disturb, take a look at the beautiful lobby.





[image: ] ÉGLISE SAINTE-ANNE[image: ]

Rue Sainte-Anne



Closed on Monday. Free admission.

This desacralized church built in the 19th century has the distinction of having the highest bell tower of the city. It stands in the middle of the square of the same name, very nice with its cafés and restaurants in the calm. Converted into a municipal cultural centre since the beginning of the year 1990, it now hosts prestigious exhibitions of contemporary art and international artists, whose programme is available on the sites of the Tourist Office and the town hall. By the way, major contemporary works often blend very well with large stained glass windows and walls of the old stone of the church. To see at least once, especially since the entrance fee of exhibition is free which is a unique feature of the address.





[image: ] ÉGLISE SAINT-ROCH

Place Saint-Roch



Open depending on the events (church always in activity). Often open the afternoon.

Built in the 19th century in a neo-gothic style, at the old Saint-Paul church location of which remains the open-air apse, on the same level as the sacristy, the church houses the relics of the saint healer of the plague victims, whose name it bears. The construction that they wanted to be great was financed by a lottery, but it was never completed. The marble statue of the saint, which was to decorate the façade, stayed at the rectory. The sanctuary welcomes the pilgrims throughout the year on their way to Santiago de Compostela or Rome. It is also the theatre of the Saint-Roch festival each year on August 16th. Many events organised!





[image: ] CATHÉDRALE DE MAGUELONE

Domaine de Maguelone

Villeneuve-lès-Maguelone

✆ 04 67 50 63 63

www.compagnons-de-maguelone.org

esat@compagnons-de-maguelone.org

Access through Palavas, right bank: off-season free access, in summer, compulsory pay parking. Access through Villeneuve, pay parking in summer.



Open all year. Low season: every day from 9am to 6pm. Parking €4 from beginning of May to mid-September (free in low-season). Guided tour (audio-guide recommended). Shop.

Between the pond of Prévost and the sea, on a small island of vineyards and pine trees, stands the Maguelone cathedral, a Romanesque building that was the seat of the bishopric of Montpellier from the fifth to the eleventh century. The original building was destroyed after the reconquest of Saracens, in the eighth century, and rebuilt at the beginning of the twelfth century. It is from this time that the polygonal apse and the arched apse in half dome originated. From 1158 to 1778, the old nave was replaced by the current barrel vault whose walls are cut into a Shelly limestone. Only embellishments, the tympanum of the western portal is carved in a very pure white marble and represents a Christ in majesty surrounded by the symbols of the evangelists. Recently, the cathedral was decorated with modern stained-glass windows with uncluttered style is suitable for architecture and classical music is experienced there every summer in June. This very calm estate is a protected site and managed by a centre of tour by the work which you will find the shows in the shop (wines) and the shop at the edge of the pond (seafood).
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