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  THE 

 M


  AGICAL WORLD OF 


 H


  ARRY POTTER 


  ON 


 THE 2 6TH JUNE 1 9 9 7 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone



 was published. Since then the Harry Potter books have been breaking



 records, selling over 450 million copies across the world, and have



 been translated into 80 different languages.



 To celebrate twenty years of Harry Potter, explore an extraordi-



nary collection of magical artefacts featured in the British Library's



 exhibition, Harry Potter: A History of Magic.



 The exhibition is centred around the Hogwarts curriculum, uncover-



ing the myths and folklore at the very heart of the Harry Potter series.



 In the pages that follow you will find carefully sourced items uncov-



ered by a team of curators at the British Library, secured from within



 their own collection, as well as a handful of different institutions



 and private owners from around the world.



 Join the curators on their journey and uncover...


 A


  MAGICAL WORLD 



 AWAITS YOU. . .



 Magical activities to try at home



 The tombstone of the man thought to be behind the making



 of the actual Philosopher's Stone



 Beautiful artwork by Jim Kay taken from the illustrated editions of Harry Potter,



 including sketches, studies and final artwork of Hogwarts Professors,



 magical creatures and much more



 A very special note that helped this journey begin



 Never-before-seen material from J.K. Rowling's personal



 collection, including illustrations and hand-written drafts



  HARRY POTTER: A JOURNEY THROUGH A HISTORY OF MAGIC 
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 Harry felt a great leap of excitement. He didn't know



 what he was going to – but it had to be better than



 what he was leaving behind.
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  THE 

 J

  OURNEY 




 


  J.K. ROWLING 


  FIRST 


 HAD the idea for Harry Potter while delayed



 on a train travelling from Manchester to London in 1990. Over the



 next five years she planned the seven books in the award-winning



 series and in 1995 she finally found a home for them at Bloomsbury.



 Harry Potter's journey had only just begun. . .



 A CRITICAL MOMENT FOR 


 T

  HE 

  PHILOSOPHER'S 

 S

  TONE 


 Prior to being accepted for



 publication by Bloomsbury,



 the manuscript of Harry Potter



 and the Philosopher's Stone was



 fa mously offered to some



 eight publishers, all of whom



 rejected it. The Bloomsbury



 editorial staff presented J.K.



 Rowling's manuscript to



 their colleagues in the form



 of a scroll, and filled it with



 Smarties, a nod to the leading



 children's book award at that



 time (the Smarties Prize).



 Nigel Newton, founder and Chief Executive of



 Bloomsbury, took the scroll home and gave it to his eight-year-old



 daughter, Alice.



 Alice read the chapters, which went as far as Diagon Alley, and



 then gave her verdict, as preserved in this charming note. For long



 after she pestered her father to bring home the remainder of the



 manuscript. Alice's intervention was crucial: at the following day's



 acquisitions meeting, of which he was chairman, Nigel Newton ap-



proved editor Barry Cunningham's proposal that The Philosopher's



 Stone be published by Bloomsbury, leading to what is widely regarded



 as the most successful venture in children's publishing history.



 Reader's report of Alice Newton,



 aged eight, on Harry Potter



 and the Philosopher's Stone
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  THIS 

  ORIGINAL 


 SYNOPSIS of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone



 was included along with the opening chapters, when it was submitted



 to Bloomsbury. The descriptions of the lessons at Hogwarts in this



 synopsis make learning magic sound incredibly exciting. The text



 summarises what makes Harry Potter's world so fascinating and it



 captured the interest of the Bloomsbury editorial team.


 T

  HE 

  AUTHOR'S 

 S

  YNOPSIS 


  HARRY POTTER: A JOURNEY THROUGH A HISTORY OF MAGIC 





 


 Synopsis of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone



 by J.K. Rowling (1995)
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 At the heart of Hogwarts School



 of Witchcraft and Wizardry are



 the teachers that reside there.



 Both Albus (which means ‘white'



 in Latin) Percival Wulfric Brian



 Dumbledore and Professor



 Minerva McGonagall play a



 key role in Harry Potter's time



 at Hogwarts. In the following



 portraits by Jim Kay, Dumbledore



 holds a bag of what look like



 sherbet lemons, gazing off into



 the distance, while Professor



 McGonagall is dressed in dark



 green, her hair drawn back in



 a bun, with her glasses low on



 her nose.


  THIS 

  ANNOTATED 


 SKETCH by J.K. Rowling shows the layout of



 Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, complete with the giant



 squid that lives in the lake. In an accompanying note addressed to her



 editor, J.K. Rowling writes, ‘This is the layout as I've always imagined



 it'. The positioning of various buildings and trees are all integral to



 the storylines of the Harry Potter books. Plot and place are tied up



 together throughout the series. J.K. Rowling notes that the ‘Whomping



 Willow must stand out', recognising its significance in Harry Potter and



 the Chamber of Secrets and Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.


 S

  KETCHOF 

  HOGWARTS 

  HOGWARTS 

 P

  ROFESSORS 


 Sketch of Hogwarts by J.K. Rowling


  BLOOMSBURY 
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 Portrait of Professor Albus Dumbledore



 by Jim Kay
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 Portrait of Professor McGonagall by Jim Kay


  BLOOMSBURY 
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 Mr and Mrs Dursley, of



 number four, Privet Drive,



 were proud to say that they



 were perfectly normal,



 thank you very much.



  HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 



  OUR V ERY FIRST INTRODUCTION to Harry 



 Potter is outside his uncle's house at number



 four, Privet Drive, as Hagrid and Professors



 Dumbledore and McGonagall discuss his



 future. This early drawing by J.K. Rowling,



 made several years before Harry Potter and



 the Philosopher's Stone was published, depicts



 the unlikely family together.



 ‘Early on I used to draw for the pleasure of



 seeing what I was imagining . . . I had this



 urge to actually see these characters that I was



 carrying around everywhere in my mind.'



 J.K. ROWLING, 2017



 Harry, despite his misery at the Dursleys', is



 the only one smiling. Dudley Dursley stands



 beside him, arms folded. Aunt Petunia



 and Uncle Vernon stand behind the



 two boys, Aunt Petunia's hand grasping



 Dudley's shoulder.



  HARRY POTTER 



  AND THE 


 D

  URSLEYS 


 Drawing of Harry Potter and the



 Dursleys by J.K. Rowling (1991)
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  THIS ILLUSTRATION BY JIM KAY ON 



 THE FOLLOWING PAGE features on



 the front cover of the illustrated



 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's



 Stone. Jim Kay uses a selection



 of different techniques to create



 his artwork. Images may start



 as a quick charcoal sketch or



 a detailed pencil drawing.



 He then works up colour in



 either oil or watercolour, and



 sometimes digitally.



 The illustration shows the busy



 platform nine and three-quarters



 at King's Cross as students are



 boarding the iconic Hogwarts



 Express. Harry Potter appears,



 standing with his loaded trolley



 and Hedwig amidst the hustle



 and bustle.



 The Hogwarts Express has



 a fire-breathing animal head



 decorating the top of its chimney



 and a shining bright light, while a



 small winged hog sits at the very



 front of the train.


 T

  HE 

  HOGWARTS 

  EXPRESS 


  HARRY POTTER: A JOURNEY THROUGH A HISTORY OF MAGIC 
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 A scarlet steam engine was waiting next to a platform



 packed with people. A sign overhead said Hogwarts



 Express, 11 o'clock.



  HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 



 Platform Nine and Three-Quarters



 by Jim Kay
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 P

  OTIONS 

  AND 

 A

  LCHEMY 


 The ancient study of alchemy is concerned with making



 the Philosopher's Stone, a legendary substance with



 astonishing powers. The Stone will transform any metal



 into pure gold. It also produces the Elixir of Life,



 which will make the drinker immortal.



  HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 


  STUDENTS 

  OF 


 ALCHEMY are usually interested



 in three things: finding the Philosopher's Stone;



 discovering the key to everlasting youth; and



 unearthing the secret behind changing the



 properties of metal into gold or silver. But to



 truly understand the science



 of alchemy, first you must



 understand the art of



 potions …



 A PUZZLING PROFESSOR 



 Although Professor Snape is



 described as being ‘disliked by



 everybody' in the early stages of Harry's



 time at Hogwarts, we later discover that



 appearances can often be deceptive.



 As Snape's own personal story unravels



 he is cast in a different light, which



 allows us to re-examine his previous



 actions and perhaps perceive



 them in a different way.
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 People have been making potions for thousands upon thousands of



 years. The word potion is taken from the Latin word potio, which



 means ‘drink'. Potions can be used for a multitude of reasons but they



 are often used as a medicine, poison or drug. Although not all po-



tions are successful, this has not stopped people attempting to create



 them. Potions to heal a broken bone, potions to make you reveal the



 truth, potions to make someone fall deeply in love – people will try



 a magical mixture for just about everything and anything.



 APPEARANCE : Professor Snape is described



 as having greasy black hair, a hooked nose



 and sallow skin. His eyes are said to be black,



 cold and empty.


  DID 

  YOU 


 KNOW : Marauders Moony, Wormtail,



 Padfoot and Prongs had a nickname for



 Professor Snape when they were students



 together at Hogwarts – Snivellus.


  PROFESSOR 

  SEVERUS 

  SNAPE 


  PROFESSOR OF: POTIONS 



  (AND LATER DEFENCE AGAINST THE DARK ARTS) 
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  POTIONS AND ALCHEMY 



 


 Portrait of Professor Snape



 by Jim Kay


  BLOOMSBURY 


 

  POTIONS 

  CLASS 

  POTIONS 

  IS 

  ONE 

  OF 


 SEV ER A L subjects



 compulsory for all Hogwarts students.



 ‘Double Potions with the Slytherins,' said Ron.



 ‘Snape's Head of Slytherin house. They say he always



 favours them – we'll be able to see if it's true.'



  HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 



 This book shows the image of a Potions master
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