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				Mile–End, Outremont, Petite Italie

			

			
				How to use this guide

				The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :

				[image: 5423.jpg]

				Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

				—	No presence. Absent in the area.

				

				The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

				At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

				At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.

			

			
				Introduction

				When you visit Mile End, probably only one thing is certain: you won’t be bored. Considered “Canada’s most artistic neighbourhood,” this part of town packs in a dizzying diversity of cultural life. In terms of contemporary art alone, Mile End is home to five of the city’s most renowned artists’ centres and one of its most successful private galleries. And you’ll probably bump into some of the artists as well, as many of them live and work, eat and play right in the neighbourhood. One of the best examples is Mordecai Richler, a towering figure in English Québec literature (The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz, 1959), for whom Mile End was both his childhood stomping grounds and the fertile soil for his artistic maturity. 

				Neighbouring Outremont and Little Italy have their own identities, but they’re inevitably marked by the closeness of Mile End’s creative spirit. However, Outremont keeps its own contrasting colours, with well-to-do French speakers interspersed with a highly visible Hassidic Jewish community. It’s easier to feel the relaxed, inventive influence of Mile End in the Italian neighbourhood. While its old-country identity still shows through in its shops and restaurants and the conversations you’ll hear in its streets, Little Italy has been changing, moving towards a blending of communities like that of Mile End. And artists are an important part of that mix.

				By day, Mile End’s galleries and artists’ centres are an important destination for art lovers; at night, music buffs flock to the neighbourhood’s bars. More than one of Montréal’s legendary festivals has been born here, and more than one theatre has drawn cultured crowds. But the main attraction here is that there’s something to see, hear, or taste in practically every street: Mile End is rich with public and urban art, as well as great places to eat and drink.

				[image: Petite-Italie_Mile-End_Outremont(5659).ai][image: 4402.jpg]

				
					[image: Arts numériques] Digital arts: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Art public] Public art: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts visuels] Visual arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts scène] Performing arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Design] Design: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Musique] Music: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					How long?

					For the whole tour: 1 day

					Segments

					Mile End: 3hrs 30min

					Outremont: 1hr

					Little Italy: 3hrs

					How to get around

					On foot

					Optional bus ride (line 161–Van Horne)

				

				Mile End

				[intense cultural activity, contemporary art, urban art]

				The tour starts at the corner of Rue Saint-Urbain and Avenue Van Horne. (Take Bus 161 from Rosemont metro station.)

				Mile End is bounded to the north by a railway line, but it developed over the 20th century by turning its back on the rails following the closure of its train station in the 1930s. Despite the dilapidated condition of some of the lands surrounding the tracks, some locals have taken advantage of them, in particular artist Glenn Le Mesurier, whose workshop (135 Avenue Van Horne) is almost always open to the public.

				In the vacant lot near his studio, he has created a remarkable sculpture garden all his own: the Twilight Sculpture Garden (1 [image: Art public]) (next to 101 Avenue Van Horne). An unofficial symbol of Mile End, this set of artworks made from scrap metal and industrial debris is the perfect spot to kick off a tour of the neighbourhood.

				
					[image: DSCN0486.tif]

					Twilight Sculpture Garden by artist Glenn Le Mesurier. 
© Denis Farley

				

				

				The Twilight Sculpture Garden began to sprout up around the year 2000. The open-air gallery—the sculptures are for sale—exemplifies the creativity and resourcefulness of Mile End, not to mention its freewheeling, bohemian atmosphere. But above all, the dozen freestanding sculptures are the perfect example of how, with a bit of initiative, an abandoned, desolate lot can reveal its potential as an inviting urban space. After strolling among Glenn Le Mesurier’s sculptures, take a step back: the garden is worth taking in as a whole, as well.
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