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				Siham Jamaa defines herself as a trendspotter. Following an MBA in International Tourism that propelled her into the world of travel, she worked with the Réseau de Veille en Tourisme at the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), studying the many groundbreaking innovations that are constantly rejuvenating this industry. Although her main focus these days is the entertainment industry, she has long been interested in religious and spiritual matters, writing and presenting on the subject. She is particularly interested in the concept of the religious and spiritual journey, an experience charged with meaning that can help those seeking self-improvement to reach their full potential. She is proud to help visitors understand the emblematic sites, symbols and figures of Québec through this type of journey.
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				Duration : 2hrs 30min • Walking tour

				Notre-Dame de Québec Basilica-Cathedral and the Heritage of the Builders of the Christian Faith in New France

				From the 18th century onwards, Catholics and Protestants lived side by side in New France, their relations shaped by the period’s political context. Today, the heritage of these builders of the Christian faith in New France ensures that this spiritual richness remains at the heart of Québec’s capital city. 
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						The starting point for this tour is the Notre-Dame de Québec Basilica-Cathedral.

				

				Notre-Dame de Québec Basilica-Cathedral

				Tucked right into the heart of Old Québec City and opposite the Hôtel de Ville (city hall), the Notre-Dame Basilica-Cathedral is a jewel of Québec’s historic and religious heritage. A famous religious and pilgrimage site, it sits on the site of the very first chapel built by Champlain in 1633. It was consecrated in 1647 under the name Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix (Our Lady of Peace). Québec’s first stone church, it also became North America’s first Roman Catholic parish church north of Mexico when it was founded by Mgr. François de Laval in 1664, and dedicated to Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception. In 1674, when Mgr. de Laval was named the first bishop of the diocese of Québec City, it became a cathedral. Two centuries later, in 1874, Pope Pius IX gave it the honorary title of basilica.
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