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				Côte–des–Neiges, Notre–Dame–de–Grâce, Saint–Laurent

			

			
				How to use this guide

				The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :

				[image: 4115.jpg]

				Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

				—	No presence. Absent in the area.

				

				The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

				At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

				At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.

			

			
				Introduction

				Across Mount Royal from downtown, the districts of Côte-des-Neiges and Notre-Dame-de-Grâce spread outwards from the mountain’s northern and western slopes. Though they are now combined into one borough of the City of Montréal, these two areas maintain their distinct and distinctive identities.

				Côte-des-Neiges is the better-known and busier of the two, with visitors in particular flocking through the neighbourhood on their way to St. Joseph’s Oratory. One of Montréal’s most strongly multicultural neighbourhoods, it is also home to a dense population of young adults, students at the Université de Montréal. Notre-Dame-de-Grâce, nearly always shortened to NDG, is a much more sedate, residential neighbourhood, its identity particularly marked by the deep-rooted English-speaking community here. 

				In addition to these two districts, this tour will also bring you to another community farther to the north: the former city of Saint-Laurent, now a borough of Montréal. It’s also a highly diverse neighbourhood: French- and English-speakers have long lived here side by side, and in recent years numerous immigrants from all over the world have made their homes here. This is especially noticeable in the area’s grocery stores: Greek, Asian, and halal markets dot the area, notably the very popular Marché Adonis, which has two branches in Saint-Laurent alone.

				The unevenly distributed cultural presence in these three parts of town includes a great deal of public art, but doesn’t stop there. With two maisons de la culture and several venues connected to cultural groups or campuses, residents have access to a wide variety of concerts and shows. 

				[image: CNeiges-NDG-St-Laurent(5994).ai][image: 4408.jpg]

				
					[image: Arts numériques] Digital arts: [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Art public] Public art: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts visuels] Visual arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts scène] Performing arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Design] Design: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Musique] Music: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					How long?

					For the whole tour: between 5hrs and 6hrs

					Shorter options

					Côte-des-Neiges: 2hrs 30min

					NDG: 40min

					NDG (with an excursion on Avenue de Monkland): 1hr 40min

					Saint-Laurent: 2hrs

					How to get around

					On foot, by bus and by metro

					Optional round-trip by bus (line 171 on Boulevard Henri-Bourassa)

				

				Côte-des-Neiges

				[public art, contemporary art, bookstores]

				Start at Côte-des-Neiges metro station and take the exit on the west side of Chemin de la Côte-des-Neiges, a few metres from our first stop.
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