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					The chapel of the Holy Sacrament, in the basilica.
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					Saint Joseph’s Oratory.
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				Foreword by the Rector of the Oratory

				As one of the most important pilgrimage sites in North America, Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal, a work of the Congregation of Holy Cross, welcomes more than two million visitors each year.

				Fabulous Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal reveals this great church in all its splendour. But it also reminds us that the shrine began as a tiny, humble chapel that Alfred Bessette, known to us as Brother André, the porter at Collège Notre-Dame, founded as an act of devotion to Saint Joseph.

				This house of prayer, built on the side of Mount Royal in 1904, grew rapidly. In 1917, the crypt church became the first stage of a project that would culminate in the towering basilica. A visit to the Oratory is an opportunity to admire the many renowned artists and architects whose constant efforts have created a space of beauty and harmony, a place that invites pilgrims and visitors to contemplate and reflect. 
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					View of the inside of the dome.
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				Their architectural and aesthetic choices also bear witness to the evolution of religious and artistic thought throughout the twentieth century. While the crypt church welcomes us with a style in vogue nearer to the turn of the century, the basilica reveals the creativity of the mid-century and the modernism of the 1960s. As for the dome, an icon of the Montréal skyline, it represents the cutting edge of architectural technology in the interwar period.

				Dr. Turbide’s book will help readers and visitors to grasp the full breadth of the vision that germinated in Saint Brother André’s soul, a vision that continues to grow today, guided by a community dedicated to preserving the tangible and intangible heritage of the Oratory.

				Enjoy your visit!
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				Michael M. DeLaney, CSC

				Rector

			

			

			
				Preface

				This book is devoted to the human, architectural, and artistic history of Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal, in Montréal. Step by step, we’ll retrace the path that led to the building of the first small oratory in 1904. No one could have predicted that this simple shrine would quickly become the largest pilgrimage site dedicated to Saint Joseph in the world!

				The founder of this extraordinary place was a humble brother of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Brother André, CSC (1845-1937) had a special devotion to Saint Joseph, the righteous man who, at the request of God, took the child Jesus into his care. 
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					Statue of Brother André in the crypt.
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				The astonishing success of the Oratory is intimately linked to Brother André’s devotion to the afflicted. As he tirelessly listened to and comforted suffering souls and encouraged them to pray to Saint Joseph, the Oratory grew into a haven of healing for body and spirit. Saint André Bessette was canonized on October 17, 2010. 

				In thanks to God, in honour of Brother André, and through the generosity of innumerable donors, this sanctuary was built and opened to all regardless of age, origin, class, or religion. 

				This work presents the architectural merits and artistic treasures of the shrine, whose beauty delights and soothes the souls of pilgrims and visitors. You’ll see for yourself what a fabulous place the Oratory truly is!

				Chantal Turbide, Ph. D.

				Curator of the Museum and Artistic Heritage of Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal

			

			
				Historic Portrait
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				Saint Joseph

				Who Was Saint Joseph?

				Saint Joseph was a righteous and humble man who accepted the mission God gave him: to take care of the Infant Jesus, soon to be born. In the Bible, two of the four Gospels, those of Matthew and Luke, recount the birth of Jesus. John also describes Jesus as the son of Joseph, in the city of Nazareth; Mark does not mention Joseph. 

				According to Matthew and Luke, Joseph was a descendent of King David. Thus, despite his modest social status, the foster-father of Christ was of royal ancestry. 
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					The Betrothal of Joseph and Mary, mosaic, Auguste Labouret, basilica.
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				Each evangelist tells the story in his own way, with similarities and differences among them. According to Matthew, while Joseph was betrothed to Mary, he learned that the young woman was pregnant. Joseph considered breaking the engagement. However, one night, an angel came to him in a dream and told him that she had become pregnant through the intervention of the Holy Spirit, and that she would give birth to the Saviour. The angel then asked him to marry the Virgin. Joseph, a man of faith, accepted. Mary gave birth to Jesus in Bethlehem. Magi from the east announced the birth of the “King of the Jews,” but Herod, King of Judea, took umbrage at this. A star led the Magi to the Child to pay homage and offer gifts to him. After they left, Joseph, once again counselled by an angel in a dream, fled into exile in Egypt with Mary and Jesus, saving the child from the Massacre of the Innocents. After the death of Herod, the family returned to live in Nazareth. Later, during the public life of Jesus, he was called the son of a carpenter: more precisely, the Greek word is tektôn and refers to an artisan working in wood and other materials, a craft requiring skill and wisdom. 
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					The Presentation in the Temple, stained glass, Perdriau and O’Shea, crypt church.
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				According to Luke, the couple left Nazareth to go to Bethlehem for the census that was ordered by the Roman emperor Augustus. As they could not find more suitable lodgings, Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable and laid him in a manger. Alerted by angels, shepherds were the first to come and worship him. The child was circumcised eight days after his birth, according to Jewish custom, and named Jesus. After the time required for Mary to be ritually purified after giving birth, Jesus’s parents presented him at the Temple of Jerusalem as their firstborn son before returning to Nazareth. Several years later, when Jesus was 12 years old, he and his parents were in Jerusalem to observe Passover when he went missing. His parents found him three days later in the Temple, conversing sagely with the priests despite his young age. The family then returned to Nazareth, and there is no further mention of Joseph.

				The canonical Bible says little of Saint Joseph. However, apocryphal books recount various versions of his story and provide numerous details of his character, life, and death. He is often presented as an old man. His death is not mentioned in the Bible; however, since Joseph is not mentioned during Jesus’s ministry, Christian tradition presumes that he died before Christ entered public life. In the apocryphal book entitled History of Joseph the Carpenter, a very old Saint Joseph dies surrounded by Mary, Jesus, his other children, angels, and archangels. Numerous artists have depicted this scene over the years, giving their imaginations free rein. Saint Joseph has even been proclaimed “patron saint of good death”!
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					The Death of Saint Joseph, bas-relief, altar of the original chapel.
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					Representations, Attributes, and Symbols

					In Hebrew, the name Yosef has several possible meanings, but the traditional interpretation is “God shall add.” Joseph is often, though not always, depicted as an old man. He frequently appears together with the Christ Child and the Virgin Mary. He may be haloed or crowned, and may hold a rod, a lily, carpenter’s tools, or a lantern. He is sometimes accompanied by an angel, or by the donkey and ox mentioned in the Apocrypha.

				

				Veneration of Saint Joseph

				The veneration of Joseph had begun by the fourth century in the Eastern Church. However, things were quite different in the West: although Christian intellectuals were taking an interest in Saint Joseph by the ninth century, he remained a secondary figure throughout the Middle Ages.

				Saint Joseph’s importance in the West began in 1479, when Pope Sixtus IV added him to the Roman calendar of saints. Until the 16th century, Joseph was almost always depicted as an old man; later iconography showed a younger man. He was portrayed as the protector of the Christ Child, the spouse of the Virgin, and therefore a model for families. In 1621, Pope Gregory XV declared his feast day, March 19, as an obligatory observance. 
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					Model of Artisans, bas-relief, Joseph Guardo, votive chapel.
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				The cult of Saint Joseph rose sharply in importance in the 19th century. On December 8, 1870, Pope Pius IX proclaimed him the patron saint of the Universal Church. On August 15, 1889, Pope Leo XIII dedicated the month of March to Saint Joseph.

				On May 1, 1955, Pope Pius XII declared Saint Joseph to be the model for workers, and dedicated May 1, International Workers’ Day, as the feast day of Saint Joseph the Worker. Pope John XXIII placed the Second Vatican Council, or Vatican II (1962-1965), under his protection, and added his name to the list of saints to be invoked in the eucharistic prayers of the Roman Missal. 

				Patron Saint of Canada

				From the beginning of their missions to New France, the Récollet order chose Saint Joseph as patron saint of the colony, and on March 19, 1624, Father Joseph Le Caron celebrated a mass in his honour. The Jesuits made this veneration official in 1637. Finally, in 1834, Pope Gregory XVI officially proclaimed Saint Joseph the “first patron saint of Canada.” 

				Saint Joseph also played a role in the creation of the city of Montréal in 1642, since Jérôme Le Royer de la Dauversière, a layman who sponsored the founding of Ville-Marie, had a particular devotion to the Holy Family and Saint Joseph as its head. 

				With Saint Joseph as patron of Canada and protector of Montréal, it is not surprising that in the early 20th century, the heart of the city would welcome the world’s largest shrine to Saint Joseph. And all of this thanks to a humble monk of the Congregation of Holy Cross, Brother André, canonized in 2010 as Saint André Bessette, CSC (1845-1937). Today, the Oratory bears outstanding witness to an ardent devotion to Saint Joseph, not only on the part of Brother André but also of the people of Canada and the whole world. 

				Brother André

				Childhood and Early Adulthood

				Alfred Bessette was born on August 9, 1845, in Grand-Bois, in the parish of Saint-Grégoire d’Iberville, 40km southeast of Montréal. His health was so frail that he was baptized the next day, as his parents feared for his life. Alfred was raised in a deeply Christian family. His father, Isaac Bessette, was a carpenter (like Saint Joseph), and his mother, Clothilde Foisy, took care of the home. Like many French-Canadian families of the time, his parents were raising numerous children in tight quarters. Alfred was the ninth of thirteen children, six boys and seven girls, at least three of whom died in childhood. The family lived in Saint-Grégoire d’Iberville and later in Farnham.

				
					Dates in the Life of Brother André

					1845	Alfred Bessette is born in Saint-Grégoire d’Iberville, Québec, on August 9.

					1855	Accidental death of his father.

					1857	Death of his mother. 

					1863 	The young Alfred emigrates to New England, United States.

					1867	He returns to Canada. 

					1870	Under the name Brother André, he enters the novitiate of the Congregation of Holy Cross in Côte-des-Neiges, Montréal. 

					1871	He becomes porter at the Collège Notre-Dame in Côte-des-Neiges.

					1872	He makes his first vows.

					1874	He makes his final vows.

					1904	Brother André founds Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal.

					1909	He receives a new obedience as guardian of the Oratory, releasing him from the task of porter at Collège Notre-Dame.

					1937	Brother André dies at age 91. 

				

				After the accidental death of their father in 1855, followed by their mother’s death two years later, the children dispersed. The eldest, Léocadie, took care of her four sisters. Most of the boys were old enough to live independently, but Alfred, 12 years old and frail, was taken in by his maternal aunt, Marie-Rosalie Foisy, in Saint-Césaire. Life was difficult then for a young man without formal education, and Alfred tried his hand at several kinds of manual labour, as a farmhand, cobbler, baker, blacksmith, and tinsmith. 

				In 1863, like many French Canadians of the time, he left the country for New England looking for work. He spent time in various towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, working in cotton mills and on farms. 

				In 1867, Alfred returned to his native country and lived in Saint-Césaire. A very pious young man, he spent long hours praying. His employer, Louis Ouimet, who also provided him with room and board, often found him in the evening kneeling in prayer before a crucifix in the stable. It was Ouimet who presented him to the village priest, André Provençal (1817-1889), who discerned Alfred’s potential for religious life. Although Alfred lacked the necessary education to become a priest, Father Provençal suggested he could become a lay brother. 

				
					Receiving the Habit

					The religious habit of a lay brother consists of the following elements: a black soutane, a Roman collar, a black wool cincture ending in a tassel, a broad-brimmed oval hat, trousers, a toque worn indoors, and ordinary black stockings and shoes. Brothers wear a medal of Saint Joseph which they must keep inside their soutanes. The garments are marked with a number identifying their owner. 
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						Brother André, CSC, upon his final vows in 1874.
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				Congregation of Holy Cross

				With considerable effort, Alfred – who could read but barely write – entered the novitiate of the Congregation of Holy Cross (CSC). Despite the congregation’s misgivings about his fragile health, he was admitted as a postulant and received his habit on December 27, 1870, taking the name Brother André in memory of Father André Provençal. With the support of the Bishop of Montréal, Monseigneur Bourget, he made his first vows on August 22, 1872, and less than two years later, on February 2, 1874, he made his final vows. From the start, and for nearly 40 years thereafter, he served as porter at the Collège Notre-Dame in Côte-des-Neiges, before founding Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal.

				
					Basile Moreau, Founder

					The Congregation of Holy Cross, or Congrégation de Sainte-Croix (CSC), is a religious community founded by Father Basile Moreau, CSC (1799-1873) at Le Mans, France, in 1837. It originally consisted of lay brothers and priests. In 1841, Basile Moreau added a community of sisters, the Marianites of Holy Cross (the origin of the Sisters of Holy Cross). He envisioned a single association consisting of three distinct bodies for priests, brothers, and sisters, dedicated to the education of the young. Father Moreau sent his congregation on missions throughout the year. The Congregation arrived in Québec in 1847, first establishing itself in what is now the borough of Saint-Laurent in northern Montréal. 
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