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				Southwest and Lachine

			

			
				How to use this guide

				The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :
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				Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

				—	No presence. Absent in the area.

				

				The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

				At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

				At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.

			

			
				Introduction

				The string of separate neighbourhoods that make up the city’s Le Sud-Ouest borough has undergone a profound shift in recent years. Once deeply working-class neighbourhoods such as Saint-Henri, Little Burgundy, and Griffintown are being transformed by real estate developers and sought after by the wealthy, as old factories make way for new luxury developments.

				Alongside this gentrification, the district’s cultural life has also risen to prominence. Since the turn of the millennium, fine examples of architectural recycling have abounded, the largest and most recent being the Arsenal complex. The resurrection of the historic Corona Theatre has also turned heads for a first, or second, look at the Sud-Ouest’s culture.

				With 45 public works of art scattered throughout its territory, the borough has come a long way from being a warren of stone walls, stables, and smokestacks. And it sees no great contradiction between protecting its heritage and supporting cultural innovation; instead, it presents itself as one of the city’s cultural hubs, caring for both its past and its future.

				And these neighbourhoods’ cultural life goes back a long way too. Novelist Gabrielle Roy set her 1945 masterpiece The Tin Flute (Bonheur d’occasion) in Saint-Henri, and Little Burgundy was the home soil for such titans of jazz as Oliver Jones and Oscar Peterson.

				The tour ends in the former city of Lachine, now a borough of Montréal, where fresh air and monumental sculptures mingle with human-scale urban theatre.
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					How long?

					For the whole tour : 1 day or 2 half-days

					Shorter options

					Griffintown/Petite-Bourgogne (from Arsenal to Centre Saint-Ambroise) : 2hrs 30min

					Metro ride and McClure Gallery visit in Westmount : 40min

					Saint-Henri and Ville-Émard (from Maison de la culture Marie-Uguay to Parc Angrignon) : 1hr 30min

					Lachine (by metro and bus) : 4h
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