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				Portrait

				Geography

				Canada is a federation composed of 10 provinces and the three territories into which the vast northern regions above the 60th parallel are divided: Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, which have less autonomy from the federal government. 

				The most recent province to enter Canadian Confederation was Newfoundland and Labrador, in 1949. The majority of its 508,000 inhabitants live along the coastline of a large island, called Newfoundland or “The Rock,” dividing the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the west from the Atlantic Ocean to the east. The capital, St. John’s, overlooks the Atlantic. Labrador, a mainland region bordering Québec on the Labrador Peninsula, was granted to Newfoundland after lengthy legal proceedings pitting the two British colonies against one another. 

				The smallest Canadian province, Prince Edward Island, is located in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, between Québec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The island’s 139,000 residents had a memorable year in 1997, when the Confederation Bridge, linking the island to the mainland, was opened.

				Nova Scotia is surrounded by the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Atlantic Ocean and the Bay of Fundy, and linked to the continent by a narrow strip of land, the Chignecto Isthmus. North of the peninsula, Cape Breton Island completes the province’s territory. This was the first place in North America settled by Europeans, namely the French, who named it Acadia. The Acadians were later deported by the English, who then settled the area and built Halifax, the provincial capital and one of Canada’s busiest ports. Some Acadians stayed in Nova Scotia or returned; they remain a small minority in the overall population of 935,000.

				Over 751,000 people live in New Brunswick, Canada’s only officially bilingual province. The French-speaking third of the population, the Acadians, have a unique accent, their own flag and a history that is distinct from that of the French population in the rest of Canada. The provincial capital is Fredericton.

				Québec is unique in Canada. Its vast territory is three times the size of France and yet it has a population of only 7,700,000. Its French-speaking majority distinguishes it not only from the rest of Canada but from all of North America as well. The use of French has been legislated in order to counteract the assimilation that threatens francophone communities elsewhere in Canada. Montréal and its metropolitan region are home to nearly half of the population of Québec, including nearly all the newcomers who settle in the province. Québec City is the capital.

				Ontario is geographically the second-largest province in Canada, but the most populous, with 12,800,000 inhabitants. Toronto, the capital of Ontario and Canada’s biggest city, is home to most of Canada’s major corporations. This huge cosmopolitan city rivals those in the United States. Much of the Québec–Ontario border follows the Ottawa River. The National Capital Region includes Ottawa, the federal capital, located on the Ontario side of the river.

				In Manitoba, you have to cover hundreds of kilometres before the landscape starts to rise. The capital and major city of this province, Winnipeg, was built south of the lake of the same name, on the banks of the Red River. The whole northeastern part of the province opens onto Hudson Bay, and from there, onto the Atlantic. Manitoba has a population of 1,200,000.

				The straight borders of Saskatchewan say a lot about its geography. Saskatchewan has a population of 1,015,000. The two main cities are Saskatoon, a world centre for potash mining, and Regina, the provincial capital. 

				Saskatchewan and its neighbour to the west, Alberta, are the only two provinces that are completely landlocked. Alberta’s territory is divided into various zones: mountains (the Rockies), boreal forests, wheat fields, pastures and even deserts. Edmonton is the provincial capital. Oil wealth has caused the population to climb to 3,500,000, and has brought about the re-stabilization of government finances and made Calgary one of the country’s most important business centres. 

				The British Columbia Pacific coastline stretches from Alaska to Washington State. Three quarters of the province lies above 930m and a mountain chain reaching 3,000m stands between the coast and the horizon. The choppy coastline is dotted with hundreds of islands. The biggest one, Vancouver Island, is home to Victoria, the provincial capital. Vancouver is also the name of the province’s major city, on the mainland coast. The climate is much milder here in winter than in the rest of Canada. Over 4,400,000 people live in British Columbia.

				The Yukon is located in the mountainous region between Alaska, the Mackenzie Mountains to the east and British Columbia to the south. Whitehorse is the administrative capital for the 31,000 inhabitants of the territory, but the most famous spot in the Yukon remains Dawson. Not far from this small town, a little river called the Klondike is associated with the most famous gold rush in the west.

				Sandwiched between Yukon to the west and Nunavut to the east are the Northwest Territories. The villages and hamlets that dot this territory are home to some 43,000 people, around half of whom are First Nations and Inuit and the other half anglophones and francophones of European descent. Yellowknife is the capital and largest city. 

				In April of 1999, the Northwest Territories were divided in two. The northeastern section, including most of the Arctic islands, became Nunavut, a territory whose population of 31,000 people is mainly Inuit. Iqaluit is the capital.

				History

				First Contacts

				The first Europeans came to Canada via the Atlantic Ocean, reaching the shores of what we now refer to as the Atlantic provinces. The first to undertake this venture were the Vikings, circa AD 1000. They took advantage of a temporary warm spell to fish and attempt to settle on the island of Newfoundland, which they named Vinland. In 1497, Giovanni Caboto, known as John Cabot in English, left Bristol for Newfoundland. The navigator was seeking a direct route to China. Though he failed to find it, he did report back to England the existence of untold amounts of cod in the gulf and on the open sea. From that moment on, British, French, Spanish and Basque fishers flocked to the Grand Banks and put into port on a regular basis to smoke or salt their catch.

				In 1534, Francis I, who was also keen on finding gold and the mythical route that would put the riches of the Orient within the grasp of French vessels, commissioned navigator Jacques Cartier, who made three voyages to the New World. These voyages marked an important stage as they constituted France’s first official contacts with the peoples and land in this part of North America. During these expeditions, the Breton navigator travelled far up the St. Lawrence River, to the Aboriginal villages of Stadacona (Québec City) and Hochelaga (the island of Montréal). Cartier’s discoveries, however, received little consideration from the French authorities, who were solely interested in Asia. Following this failure, the French Crown ignored this inhospitable land for several decades.

				Pierre Dugua, Sieur de Mons

				In 1604, in the reign of King Henry IV, the Frenchman Pierre Dugua, Sieur de Mons, established the first colony. He did so with 80 men, on a small island in the Bay of Fundy, naming it “Acadie” (Acadia). It was an unfortunate choice, for winter completely cut the island off from the mainland, which provided them with wood, game and drinking water. Close to half of the new colonists would not survive the winter. In the spring, the survivors moved to the other side of the bay and founded the Port Royal colony. The Mi’kmaq, who looked favourably on trade with the Europeans, welcomed them and came to the new colony’s assistance. They would have cause to regret it, for the Europeans passed on diseases their immune systems were unable to fight. Nine-tenths of the Mi’kmaq population would perish as a result.

				Acadia

				It was the growing fashion for fur hats and coats in Europe as well as the benefits this trade promised that later rekindled France’s interest in North America. Because the fur trade required close and constant ties to local suppliers, a permanent presence soon became essential. Up to the end of the 16th century, several attempts were made to set up trading posts on the Atlantic coast or inland.

				The Port Royal colony was later abandoned as Henry IV proved rather unimpressed by the trade results of the venture. It was nevertheless reopened in 1610 by a companion of Pierre Dugua, Sieur de Mons, who pointed out to wealthy French Catholics the possibility of converting Aboriginals to their faith. The Mi’kmaq acquiesced politely, without ever really renouncing their own beliefs.

				Port Royal was not destined to know peace, however. Between 1613 and 1690, the British seized the colony on three occasions, occupying it for varying periods of time. The resolution of conflicts in Europe and the treaties of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Breda and Ryswick returned it to the French every time. Finally, in 1710, the British seized Acadia once more and did not surrender it again. They renamed it “Nova Scotia.”

				Nevertheless the French colonists, mainly Poitevins, succeeded in founding several other colonies and becoming self-sufficient, practising farming, fishing, hunting and trade.

				The French

				French colonial efforts were not confined to Acadia. From 1608, Samuel de Champlain undertook the adventure, with the Sieur de Mons, of sailing up the St. Lawrence River and settling at the foot of a cliff facing a narrowing of the river, where he built a few fortified buildings. This was the “Abitation de Québec” (in Algonquin, “Québec” means “where the river narrows”). For the merchants financing the operation, the Québec settlement was meant to secure and facilitate the fur trade on the St. Lawrence. Their suppliers, the Innu (Montagnais), were in fact at war with the Iroquois, who fully intended to monopolize the sale of furs to the French. Champlain, for his part, wished to found a genuine populated colony. Their first winter in Québec was an extremely hard one. Indeed, 20 of the 28 men died of scurvy and malnutrition before supply ships arrived in the spring of 1609. Nevertheless, this date marks the beginning of a permanent French presence in North America. When Samuel de Champlain died on Christmas Day 1635, New France already boasted about 300 pioneers, and the French had explored the entire St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes region.

				Between 1627 and 1663, the Compagnie des Cents Associés held a monopoly on the fur trade and was slowly populating New France. Moreover, French religious circles began to take an interest in the colony. The Recollet priests were the first to arrive, in 1615. They would be replaced by the Jesuits in 1632. In 1642, it was first the will for evangelization that led to the creation of a small village, Ville-Marie, which would later become Montréal. The missionaries settled in Huronia (in what is now Southwestern Ontario), where they were presumably tolerated because of trade agreements.

				Five Jesuits perished in 1648-49 during the defeat of the Huron-Wendat at the hands of the Iroquois. This war was, in fact, part of a huge military campaign waged by the mighty Five Nations Iroquois confederacy, which annihilated all rival nations between 1645 and 1655. The Huron-Wendat, Pétun, Neutral and Erie nations, each numbering at least 10,000, were almost entirely annihilated within a decade. The offensive even threatened the existence of the French colony. In 1660-61, Iroquois warriors struck throughout New France, bringing about the ruin of crops and the decline of the fur trade.

				The French Colony

				Louis XIV, King of France, thus decided to govern the colony himself, and New France, comprising approximately 3,000 inhabitants, became a French province. The royal government recruited farm workers and even sent a full regiment to put down the Iroquois. This proved effective, and the soldiers were encouraged to stay on as colonists. To make up for a lack of women, the king provided dowries for close to 800 female volunteers, who came to New France to marry. These women became known as Les Filles du Roy (the king’s daughters). This period of New France’s history is also that of the famed coureurs des bois. Forsaking their lands for the fur trade, these young intrepid men went far into the interior in order to trade directly with Aboriginal trappers. Nevertheless, the main occupation of most of the colonists remained the cultivation of the soil.

				Society revolved around the seigneurial system; land in New France was divided into seigneuries, which were further subdivided into lands held by commoners. The land was partitioned into long, narrow strips to allow everyone access to waterways. This system obliged eligible voters to pay an annual allowance and fulfill a series of duties for their seigneur. As there were few eligible voters and a certain rivalry between seigneurs, these voters benefited from living conditions far superior to those of French peasants.

				French territorial claims in North America grew rapidly at this time through expeditions undertaken by trappers, the clergy and explorers, who were to discover virtually the entire North American continent. New France reached its peak at the dawn of the 18th century, when it monopolized the fur trade in North America, controlled the St. Lawrence River and undertook the development of Louisiana. These positions enabled it to keep the expansion of British colonies in check, despite the fact that these were far more populous between the Atlantic Ocean and the Appalachian Mountains. A new word referring to French colonists who identified more with New France than with their mother country thus emerged: these were Canadians. This designation would take on its current meaning considerably later, as the word “Canada” came to refer to a much larger territory than it originally had.

				The Decline of New France

				Conquered in Europe, France agreed to hand control of Hudson Bay, Newfoundland and French Acadia over to England in accordance with the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht. With this treaty, New France lost much of its stake in the fur trade as well as its strategic military positions. Severely weakened, it was unable to resist for very long. Even the construction of the impressive fortress of Louisbourg, on the island of Cape Breton, would prove futile.

				In 1749, 2,500 British colonists and two regiments founded Halifax, near the Acadian communities already in place. From 1755, the British colonel, Charles Lawrence, ordered what he believed to be a preventive measure: the deportation of Acadians he suspected had remained faithful to France. This great upheaval led to the exodus of at least 7,000 Acadians. Some would take years to come home, ultimately to find British colonists on land they had been clearing and farming for over a century. The Acadians therefore settled in New Brunswick, on the northwest coast of Nova Scotia, in Québec and even in Newfoundland, taking the memory of Acadia with them. Other Acadians reached the French colony of Louisiana and became “Cadiens,” or “Cajuns.”

				The showdown for the control of North America concluded a few years later with the final victory of British troops over the French. Montréal was the last to fall, in 1760, though the outcome had been a foregone conclusion since the capture of Québec City the previous year. General Wolfe’s British troops, who arrived aboard a 200-ship fleet, conquered those of General Montcalm after a summer of siege. At the time of the British conquest, New France boasted approximately 60,000 inhabitants, 8,967 of whom lived in Québec City and 5,733 in Montréal.

				The British Regime

				In accordance with the 1763 Treaty of Paris, France officially ceded Canada, its possessions east of the Mississippi and what it had left of Acadia to England. The first years of British government were very trying for the former subjects of the French Crown. First, the provisions of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 instituted territorial divisions that deprived the colony of its most lucrative sector, the fur trade. Moreover, the setting up of British civil laws and the refusal to recognize papal authority meant the destruction of the two pillars on which colonial society had rested up to then: the seigneurial system and religious hierarchy. Finally, Catholics were excluded from administrative duties. A good many of the elite left the country for France, while British merchants gradually took control of trade.

				England later agreed to rescind the Royal Proclamation, for it had to increase its hold over Canada and win over its population in order to better resist the upsurge of independence movements in its 13 Southern Colonies. As such, from 1774, the Québec Act replaced the Royal Proclamation and inaugurated a more realistic policy toward this British colony, whose population was predominantly Catholic and French-speaking.

				The Canadian population remained almost entirely of French stock until the end of the War of American Independence, which brought about a first wave of British colonists. Inhabitants of the 13 Colonies wishing to remain faithful to the British Crown, the Loyalists migrated to Nova Scotia as well as other maritime territories in the region. Their arrival spawned the first real colonies in New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton Island. Between 5,000 and 6,000 Loyalists also settled upriver from the Canadians, mainly on the shores of Lake Ontario and, though more rarely, in the regions populated by the French. Aboriginal peoples who had supported the cause of the British against the American revolutionaries would also obtain territories in the region. In what would later become Upper Canada and later Ontario, the Loyalists settled en masse in the open spaces. Though the French had recognized and explored the Great Lakes well before, their only settlements there were trading posts and forts, which controlled the roads, including Fort Rouillé, later to become Toronto.

				Wherever colonists chose to settle and whatever their ethnic group, their lives were very difficult, often amounting to a race against winter. Indeed, they had to be well set up to withstand the cold season. This compelled them to build rudimentary and uncomfortable shelters and clear the land, which they could then sow as quickly as possible. And no plough could till soil that was full of stumps and stones.

				Upper and Lower Canada 

				It goes without saying that for the Loyalists and the British colonists who would later join their ranks, being part of the Empire was a major advantage. They looked upon French-speaking Canadians, who considered the Pope to have higher authority than the king, with suspicion. The British authorities wanted the Loyalists to keep their customs, and in 1791, divided Canada into two provinces: Upper and Lower Canada. The former was situated west of the Ottawa River and mainly inhabited by the British, with British common law in current use. The latter, which consisted mainly of French Canadians, remained governed according to the French tradition of civil law. Moreover, the Constitution Act of 1791 introduced an initial parliamentary government in Canada by creating a House of Assembly in each of the two provinces. 

				At the time, the term “Canada” did not yet encompass the British Atlantic colonies, which led a completely separate existence. Loyalists in Upper Canada first chose Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake) for a capital, but soon moved it to York (which would later become Toronto) for fear of an American invasion.

				They had reason to be wary of their southern neighbours: in 1812 the United States took advantage of the Napoleonic Wars to attempt an invasion of both Canadas, and set York ablaze. The U.S. military was remarkably ineffective, however, and none of the British colonies fell completely into their hands. The Americans suffered stinging defeats, with the British seizing a part of Maine, setting fire to the White House and burning Buffalo. At the end of the war, both sides returned to their former positions.

				Napoleon’s Continental System forced Britain to get its lumber from Canada. From an economic standpoint, this was good for the colony. The development of a new industry was especially timely, as the fur trade, the original reason for the existence of the colony, was in steady decline. In 1821, the takeover of the Montréal-based North West Company by the Hudson’s Bay Company marked the end of Montréal as the centre of the North American fur trade. 

				The Patriote Rebellions of 1837-38

				Meanwhile, rural Québec suffered through an agricultural crisis caused by the exhaustion of farmlands and rapid population growth resulting from high birth rates among French-Canadian families. The peasants’ standard of living plummeted until they lived almost exclusively on pea soup and buckwheat biscuits.

				These economic difficulties and the struggle for power between francophones and anglophones in largely French-speaking Lower Canada kindled the Patriotes Rebellions of 1837-38. French-Canadians chose Louis-Joseph Papineau as spokesman. The period of political conflict that fuelled the rebellion was initiated by the 1834 publication of the 92 Résolutions, a scathing indictment of British colonial policy. The authors of the resolutions, a group of parliamentarians led by Papineau, decided to hold back from voting on the budget until Britain addressed their demands. 

				Britain’s response came in 1837 in the form of the 10 Resolutions, written by Lord Russell, which categorically refused any compromise with their opponents in Lower Canada. In the fall of 1837, Montréal was the scene of violent clashes between the Fils de la Liberté (Sons of Liberty), made up of young French Canadians, and the Doric Club, composed of Loyalists. Further confrontations occurred in the Richelieu valley region and in the county of Deux-Montagnes, where small insurgent groups stood up to the British army before being crushed. The following year, a group of Patriotes met with the same fate in Napierville where they confronted 7,000 British troops. 

				This time, colonial authorities sent a strong message to prospective rebels: in 1839, they hanged 12 Patriotes and deported many others. When hostilities first broke out, London had sent an emissary, Lord Durham, to study the colony’s problems. Expecting to find a population in revolt against colonial authority, Durham found instead two peoples, one French and one British, at odds. The solution he later proposed in his report, known as the Durham Report, was radical. He suggested to authorities in Britain that gradual efforts should be made to assimilate French Canadians.

				The Act of Union of 1840

				The Act of Union, laid down by the British government in 1840, was largely based on the conclusions of the Durham Report. A new parliamentary system was introduced giving the two former colonies the same number of delegates, despite the fact that Lower Canada had a much larger population than Upper Canada. Public finances were also consolidated and finally, English was made the sole official language of the new Province of Canada. As armed insurrection had proven futile in the past, French Canada’s political class sought to align itself with progressive anglophones in an attempt to resist these changes. Later, the struggle for responsible government became the central goal of this coalition.

				The agricultural crisis, intensified by the arrival of immigrants and the high birth rate, as well as the humiliation of the defeat of the Patriote Rebellions, resulted in a massive emigration of French Canadians to the United States. Between 1840 and 1850, 40,000 French Canadians left the country to seek employment in the factories of New England. To counteract this exodus, the Catholic Church and the government launched an extensive campaign to colonize outlying regions, such as Lac Saint-Jean. Nevertheless, the mass exodus from Québec did not stop until the beginning of the next century. It is estimated that about 1,000,000 French Canadians left the province between 1840 and 1930.

				From this point of view, the colonization campaign, which doubled the amount of farmland in Lower Canada, ended in failure. The swelling population of rural Québec was not effectively absorbed until several decades later with the start of industrialization.

				The Canadian economy received a serious blow during this era when Britain abandoned its policy of mercantilism and preferential tariffs for its colonies. To counter the effects of this change in British policy, United Canada signed a treaty in 1854, making it possible for certain goods to enter the United States without import duties. The Canadian economy recovered, albeit slowly, until U.S. industrialists lobbied to have the treaty revoked in 1866. Resolving these economic difficulties was the impetus behind Canadian confederation in 1867.

				Confederation

				In 1867, Confederation reshaped the entities formerly known as Upper and Lower Canada into the provinces of Ontario and Québec, respectively, and united them with two other colonies, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. This pact would later unite a vast territory stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

				For francophone Canadians, this new political system confirmed their minority status set up by the Act of Union of 1840. A bilingual central government and provincial legislatures (bilingual in Québec only) shared the various legislative powers. It was not until the latter half of the following century that New Brunswick became officially bilingual, thus recognizing the role of its significant Acadian minority. 

				The provinces obtained jurisdiction in the sensitive areas of education, culture and civil laws, while the central government was entrusted with wide powers of taxation and economic regulation. The pact that created modern-day Canada was markedly favourable to Ontario. This province’s population did in fact top that of Québec’s, with the result that the former’s proportional representation gave it an advantage over the latter.

				In 1867, Canada did not extend beyond Ontario to the west. This territory, all the way to the Rockies in the west and to the North Pole, remained directly subject to the British Crown. Canada negotiated with Great Britain and the Hudson’s Bay Company to acquire the Northwest Territories (which at the time included present-day Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut) in 1868, to give it room to expand and especially to quash the expansionist designs of the United States—without so much as consulting the people who had settled there, for the most part French-speaking Métis. Land in Manitoba began to be surveyed, but the Métis had no intention of letting themselves be dispossessed. Their leader, Louis Riel, attempted to obtain recognition of his people’s rights, but the Canadian government turned a deaf ear. The Métis resisted and prevented the governor appointed by Canada from taking power. Finally, the bilingual province of Manitoba was created in 1870 on a minuscule territory, only a tiny fraction of the area it now occupies. 

				Some 15 years later, the Métis would recall their leader from exile to face a similar situation, in Saskatchewan this time. However, Ottawa was in a better position and had troops at its disposal to quash the rebellion. Riel was convicted of treason under an antiquated British law and hanged. His prosecution and execution deeply divided public opinion between Ontario and Québec, where he was considered a compatriot fallen victim to Ottawa’s colonial policies.

				Taming Canada’s vast new territories was a formidable practical problem owing to their tiny population density. To meet this challenge, a mounted police force with exceptional powers was created. This police corps, which would become the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), had much more in common with the French police force than with the British. Offenders were arrested by privates and judged by their officers, which was altogether exceptional in British judicial tradition. The opening of Western territories to colonization was also preceded by treaties with First Nations peoples and by land surveying. This is probably what spared Canada from the bloody wars between European and Native American peoples that the United States had experienced.

				The Expansion of Canada

				By 1871, only the British possessions of Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island (which joined the country in 1873), the Far North and British Columbia had yet to join Confederation. Unlike the prairies, which were simply annexed to the Canadian Confederation in 1868, British Columbia was already a separate colony and was thus able to negotiate its entrance into Confederation. Isolated on the Pacific coast, British Columbia’s principal trading partner was California. As its population grew with the gold rush of the 1850s, certain residents even dreamed of creating an independent country. But these hopes were dashed at the end of this prosperous period, when in 1871, British Columbia’s population was only 36,000. Great Britain had already joined its colony on Vancouver Island with British Columbia in anticipation of their eventual integration into the new Canadian Confederation. But Canada remained far away. With a promise from Canada that a pan-Canadian railway would reach the coast by 1881, British Columbia agreed to join confederation in 1871. As the railway expanded, more and more farmers settled in the region known as the Northwest Territories, which had no responsible government on the provincial level. You will recall that Canada had annexed the territories (Prairies) without giving them provincial status, except for a small parcel of land, which became the province of Manitoba. Inevitably, the federal government was compelled to expand Manitoba and create the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta in 1905. 

				In 1895, London officially granted Canada the Far North; the Yukon territory was officially ceded in 1898 to ensure Canadian jurisdiction over that area during the Klondike gold rush. Contacts between the Inuit and Europeans here had been constant since the 16th century, when the Nordic waters first attracted whalers.

				From an economic standpoint, Confederation failed initially to provide the expected results. It was not until after three decades of sharp fluctuations that Canada really experienced its first great period of rapid economic growth. The foundations for this growth were laid with a series of measures aimed at protecting and promoting Canada’s nascent industries by means of protective tariffs and the creation of a big internal market unified by a transcontinental railway. 

				At the same time, the arrival in Canada of the Industrial Revolution and the use of steam as a power source brought about enormous changes. Though Montréal and Ontario’s major cities remained the undisputed hubs of this movement, numerous other smaller cities were also affected. The lumber industry, which had been one of the mainstays of the economy during the 19th century, began exporting more cut wood than raw lumber, giving rise to a processing industry. The expansion of the railway, the hub of which was Montréal, led to specialization in the production of rolling stock. The leather goods, clothing and food industries also enjoyed significant growth.

				This wave of industrialization accelerated the pace of urbanization and created a large, poor working class. Coal mines in Alberta and British Columbia were the most dangerous in the world. Strikes broke out, but were soon suppressed by the public authorities.

				The Golden Age of Economic Liberalism

				With the beginning of the 20th century, a period of prodigious economic growth in Canada started and lasted until the Great Depression of the 1930s. Sharing the optimism and euphoria of Canadians, Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier predicted that the 20th century would be Canada’s. Manufacturers profited during this period of growth. Thanks to new technology and new markets, the abundance of natural resources was the principal catalyst of this second wave of industrialization. Central to the new era was the production of electrical power. With its numerous powerful rivers, Québec became a major producer of hydroelectric power in a matter of years. The pulp and paper industry found huge markets in the United States, due to the depletion of forests in the United States and the rise of the popular press.

				This new period of industrialization differed from the first one in several ways. Taking place largely outside the major cities, it led to an increase in urban growth in outlying regions. In some cases, cities sprang up in a matter of a few years. Unlike the manufacturing industries, the exploitation of natural resources required more qualified workers and a level of financing far beyond local means. Britain’s stake in the economy, which up until now had been the largest, gave way to the triumphant rise of American capitalism. 

				The Canadian population was then in full transformation. Half the population became urban as of 1921. In Québec, however, the Catholic Church still held sway over all aspects of day-to-day life. As the religion of 85% of the population and nearly all French-Canadians, the Catholic Church was a major political force in Québec. Through its control over education, health care, and social assistance, it wielded unquestioned power. It did not hesitate to intervene in political debates, especially against politicians it deemed too liberal. However, the Church had at least one positive effect: it was through their faith that French-Canadians survived as a people, with the Church encouraging them to have large families and maintain a separate school system.

				When the First World War broke out in Europe in 1914, the Canadian government gave its full support to Britain without hesitation. A significant number of Canadians, most of them English-speaking, voluntarily enrolled in the army. The lack of enthusiasm of French Canadians can doubtless be attributed both to Québec’s long-severed ties with France and, more importantly, to francophones’ somewhat ambivalent feelings toward Britain. Canada soon set a goal of inducting 500,000 men. Since there were not enough volunteers, the government voted, in 1917, to introduce conscription. Reaction to this in Québec was violent and marked by fights, bombings and riots. In the end, conscription failed to increase appreciably the number of French-Canadian recruits. Instead, it simply underlined once again the ongoing friction between English and French Canada.

				The two wars would at least have one positive result in Canada in that the departure of such a great number of able-bodied men obliged companies to replace them with women. These women were never to forget that they were entirely qualified to fulfill the same duties as their “menfolk.” They would later demand and, after a lengthy and concerted struggle, obtain the right to vote.

				The Great Depression

				Between 1929 and 1945, two international-scale events, the Depression and the Second World War, greatly disrupted the country’s political, economic and social progress. The Great Depression of the 1930s, originally viewed as a cyclical, temporary crisis, lengthened into a decade-long nightmare and put an end to the country’s rapid economic expansion. With Canada strongly dependent on foreign markets, the country as a whole was hard hit by the international stock market crash. Exporting industries were the hardest hit. The textile and food industries, which sold to the Canadian market, held up better during the first years of the Depression before foundering as well. The trend towards urbanization slowed as people began to view the countryside as a refuge where they could grow their own food. Poverty became more and more widespread, and unemployment levels reached 27% in 1933. Governments were at a loss in the face of this crisis, which they had expected to be short-lived. Massive public works projects were introduced to provide jobs for the unemployed.

				This period was marked by the evolution of two Western Canadian political movements, both of which remained almost exclusively local: Social Credit and the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF). The doctrine of Social Credit, which supported the small farmers’ and workers’ stand against the capitalist ascendancy by providing interest-free credit, reached its height under William Aberhart, who was elected premier of Alberta in 1935. 

				The federal government was also compelled to question the merits of economic liberalism and to redefine the role of the state. Part of this trend included establishing the Bank of Canada in 1935, which permitted greater control over the monetary and financial system. However, it was not until the ensuing war years that a full-scale welfare state was created. In the meantime, the crisis that shook liberalism continued to engender ideologies. In Québec, for example, traditional nationalism secured a privileged position, lauding traditional values typified by the rural world: the family, religion and language.

				The Second World War

				The Second World War began in 1939, and Canada became officially involved on September 10 of that year. The Canadian economy received a much-needed boost as industry set out to modernize the country’s military equipment and to meet the requirements of the Allies. Canada’s close ties to Great Britain and the United States gave it an important diplomatic role, as indicated by the Québec conferences of 1943 and 1944. 

				Early in the war, however, the problem of conscription surfaced again. While the federal government wanted to avoid the issue, mounting pressure from the country’s anglophones forced a plebiscite on the issue. The results once again showed the division between francophones and anglophones: 80% of English Canadians voted in favour of conscription, while the same percentage of French Canadians was opposed to the idea. Mixed feelings toward Britain and France left French Canadians very reluctant to become involved in the fighting. However, they were forced to follow the will of the majority. In the end, 600,000 Canadians were recruited, 42,000 of whom died in action.

				Canada was profoundly changed by the war. Its economy became much stronger and more diversified than before. The federal government’s massive intervention during the war marked the beginning of its increased role in the economy and of the relative marginalization of provincial governments. In addition, the contact thousands of Canadians had with European life and the jobs women held in the factories modified people’s expectations. The winds of change were blowing.

				The Post-War Period

				Canada’s current borders have only existed as such since 1949, when Newfoundland chose to join confederation. A dire economic situation was the deciding factor in its becoming the 10th Canadian province.

				The end of the Second World War signalled a period of considerable economic growth, during which consumer demands repressed by the economic crisis and wartime rationing could finally be satisfied. Despite a few fluctuations, the economy performed spectacularly until 1957. It became increasingly evident that the real Canadian market was located south of the border. Trade proliferated to the point that Canada and the United States became the two most active mutual economic trading partners. Moreover, Canada was in need of capital to ensure its development and could no longer count on the support of British moneylenders. The Americans would take over, more often than not as majority shareholders in the growing heavy-industry sector.

				The St. Lawrence Seaway was dug, opening the Great Lakes to Atlantic navigation. Montréal lost its place as the main transshipment port and maritime traffic in its port fell significantly. The city, which had been the metropolis of Canada since the British conquest, consequently yielded its place to Toronto.

				This prosperity was not equally felt by the various social and ethnic groups. Francophone communities increasingly lagged behind the anglophone majority. Economic development in Québec allowed Maurice Duplessis—a premier at once conservative, capitalist and nationalist—to maintain control and prevent the emergence of modern secular institutions. The Duplessis era can only be explained by the tacit co-operation of much of the traditional and business elite, both francophone and anglophone. Though seemingly in its finest hour, the church felt its authority weakening, which prompted it to support, and to encourage its followers to support, the Duplessis government fully.

				The Quiet Revolution

				Despite Duplessis’s iron hand, opposing voices nonetheless emerged, including many of the figures who would mark Québec and Canadian politics afterwards. Most of the opposition came from civil society. A number of artists and writers expressed their frustration by publishing Refus global, a thundering denunciation of the stifling atmosphere of Québec society. The most organized opposition came from union leaders, journalists and the intellectual community. All these groups wanted modernization for Québec and endorsed the same economic credo favouring a strong welfare system. Certain individuals such as Pierre Elliott Trudeau believed modernization would come from a strong federal government, while neo-nationalists wanted change through a more powerful provincial government. 

				In 1960, the Québec Liberal Party under Jean Lesage was elected on a platform of change and stayed in power until 1966. This period, referred to as the Révolution Tranquille, or Quiet Revolution, was indeed marked by a veritable race for modernism that put Québec “in line with the rest of the world.” Control of education, health care and social services meant the provincial government played a bigger role in society. Religion lost its place at the centre of French-Canadian culture. Language would henceforth define the identity of francophones. 

				The steps taken by the Québec state would repeatedly gain widespread acceptance elsewhere in Canada, notably with regard to the powerful economic levers put into place. These allowed Québec to intervene massively in the economy and ensure francophones’ place in the business world. As witness to the dynamism of Québec society, Montréal hosted major international events: the World’s Fair of 1967 and the 1976 Olympic Games.

				Politics and the Constitutional Crisis

				The electric atmosphere of Québec society in the 1960s engendered a number of new ideological movements there, particularly on the left. The extreme was the Front de Libération du Québec (FLQ), a small group of radicals who launched a series of terrorist strikes in Montréal. In October 1970, the FLQ abducted James Cross, a British diplomat, and Pierre Laporte, a Québec cabinet minister. These incidents sparked a national political crisis. The Canadian prime minister at the time, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, fearing a political uprising, invoked the War Measures Act. The Canadian army took to the streets of Montréal and Québec City. Thousands of searches were carried out and hundreds of innocent people were imprisoned. Throughout and after the crisis, Prime Minister Trudeau was sharply criticized for these extreme measures; being accused of using this show of force to break the movement for Québec autonomy.

				The most significant political event in Canada between 1960 and 1980 was the rapid rise of moderate nationalism in Québec, which would become the focus of political debate in Canada. Since the Quiet Revolution, successive Québec governments have all considered themselves the spokespeople of a distinct nation, demanding special status and increased powers for Québec at the expense of the Canadian government. For nationalist Quebecers, Canada is the work of two founding peoples, one of which, francophones, resides mainly in Québec. They are therefore opposed to the concept in which this population is simply a minority in an increasingly integrated Canadian whole.

				Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s federal government put up staunch resistance. Of both anglophone and francophone descent, Trudeau was also an ardent nationalist. His allegiance was nonetheless to a strong and united Canadian state where there would be only one united people. His vision of a multicultural Canada denied Québec nationalists their place as one of two founding peoples, while his policy of bilingualism in the federal government and defence of official language minorities contradicted Québec’s desire to become the champion of the minority official language. 

				Trudeau’s nationalism led him to cut certain symbolic ties uniting Canada to London. The goal was to repatriate the constitution and, with it, the power to amend the Canadian constitution. London proved willing, but the provinces’ consent was required. 

				Fearing an even more centralized Canada where it would not obtain desired recognition, Québec opposed all attempts to repatriate the constitution. It was not the only province to be concerned about Ottawa’s plans.

				Québec Nationalism

				The new Québec nationalism that appeared in the 1960s championed a strong, open and modern Québec with increased powers for the provincial government and, ultimately, political independence for the province. The nationalist forces rallied around René Lévesque. Eight years after founding the Parti Québécois, he surprised everyone—above all English Canada—with a stunning victory in the 1976 provincial election. 

				With a mandate to negotiate sovereignty for Québec, the party called a referendum in 1980. From the beginning, the referendum campaign revived the division between Québec sovereignists and federalists. The struggle was intense and mobilized the entire population right up until the vote. Finally, after a campaign based on promises of a new style of federalism, the “No” (No to Sovereignty Association) side won with 60% of the vote. Despite this loss, sovereigntists were consoled by how far their cause had come in only a few years. From a fringe movement in the 1960s, nationalism quickly proved itself to be a major political phenomenon. The night of his defeat, Lévesque, disappointed but as charismatic as ever, interpreted the message as “until next time.”

				The independence movement and desire for self-determination amongst Quebecers, brought about by the Quiet Revolution, suffered a great setback with the loss of the referendum on sovereignty. For many, the 1980s began with a post-referendum depression. At the same time, the federal government finally unveiled its reworked constitutional plan. This consisted of repatriating the constitution, including the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and an amending formula that would allow a change in the balance of powers without the consent of all provinces. Ottawa followed up on its plan with the consent of nine provinces, despite the unanimous opposition of Québec’s National Assembly, sovereignists and federalists alike. By doing so, the federal government itself plunged Canada into a constitutional crisis, one which has been monopolizing Canadian politics ever since.

				The 1980s and 1990s

				For many, the 1980s began with a post-referendum depression, accentuated by a period of economic crisis in Canada unmatched since the 1930s. Though the economy improved slightly over time, the unemployment rate remained very high and government spending resulted in a massive deficit. Like many other western governments, the provincial and federal governments had to reassess the policies of the past.

				 The 1980s and early 1990s were a time of streamlining and one that saw the creation of global markets and the consolidation of large economic blocks. Canada and the United States signed the Free-Trade Agreement in 1989. The 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) brought Mexico into this market, creating the largest tariff-free market in the world.

				Fifteen years after the 1980 referendum, federalist and sovereignist forces embarked on a new referendum campaign. No one could then have predicted such a close final result. On the night of the referendum, every last vote had to be tallied before the verdict could finally be determined. Quebecers voted 49.4% in favour (“Yes”) of the sovereignist plan, while 50.6% voted against it (“No”). With a margin of only a few tens of thousands of votes and one percentage point, Québec society was split in two. 

				A certain dissatisfaction arose elsewhere, too. The example of Alberta is revealing. At the end of the 1970s, the oil boom, combined with an economic slowdown in Ontario and Québec, gave Alberta almost total employment and made it the province with the highest revenue per capita. Though growth was phenomenal, it was not as marked as anticipated. The federal government was to claim a greater and greater share of the price of Canadian oil and natural gas, leaving only a very marginal amount of the profits generated by the explosion of the world markets for the provinces and producers. This appropriation by the federal government of natural resources was strongly repudiated by Alberta and was one of the reasons for the federal Liberals’ defeat in the 1984 election. The subsequent Conservative government’s attempts to make amends to Québec further alienated Albertans, who finally turned to the Reform Party.

				Events in Atlantic Canada were above all marked by difficulties in certain traditional and important sectors of the local economy. This was particularly true for fisheries, where poor management of resources forced authorities to declare a moratorium on the fishing of certain species in 1992, such as cod. The local economy was seriously affected, especially in Newfoundland, a province heavily dependent on fishing. Blame was placed firmly on the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans, although the government did its best to attribute the decline to environmental factors. The Atlantic provinces have reacted and are making concerted efforts to diversify their economy and develop new areas of expertise.

				The 21st Century

				Are all these tensions cause for concern about the future of Canada? Probably not. The political conflicts that have occupied Canada over the past several decades are simply signs of the current restoration of balance. The issues at the heart of the dispute often date back to the British conquest. They are therefore virtually certain not to find a definitive answer anytime soon. One of Canadian democracy’s greatest strengths is that it deals with these issues peacefully and democratically. And there is nothing to indicate that this is about to change.
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