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									Historic Québec City

									Built in 1688, Église Notre-Dame-des-Victoires is the oldest church in Canada.
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									Beautiful Place Royale, where Samuel de Champlain founded Québec City in 1608.
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									An officer participates in the changing of the guard in front of the Citadelle.

									© Dreamstime.com/Gary BlakeleyAn old house in Vieux-Québec with its typical small-paned windows.
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									An old house in Vieux-Québec with its typical small-paned windows.
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									The Fortifications of Québec National Historic Site outlines the development of the city’s defence system.
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									Culture and Lifestyle

									Palais Montcalm welcomes music lovers in its splendid concert hall, Salle Raoul-Jobin.
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									Designed by architect Moshe Safdie, the Musée de la Civilisation recalls traditional Québec architecture with its stylized roof and dormer windows.
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									An enchanting winter scene in the Petit-Champlain district.
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									Built in 1675, Maison Jacquet now houses the renowned restaurant Aux Anciens Canadiens, which serves traditional Québécois specialties.
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									Many of the houses on bustling Grande Allée have been converted into bars and restaurants with terraces sheltered by multitudes of parasols.
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									Pleasant Rue Saint-Paul is lined with antique shops and art galeries.
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									A sculpture entitled “La Vivrière” stands over pretty Place de la FAO in the Vieux-Port area.
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									Ice skating on Place D’Youville with Bonhomme Carnaval, the Carnaval de Québec’s famous ambassador.
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				My... Québec City!

				Here are our choices for the best, most essential sights and stops you should know about to explore Québec City like an expert. 

				Discover our editorial team’s special favourites in the “Best of Québec City” section, and check out our list of “Ten Quintessential Québec City Experiences” to get to know the capital as it really is. Then have a look at the itineraries in the “In Due Time” section to get the most out of your visit, whether a whistle stop or a multi-day stay. 

				The Best of Québec City

				Free attractions	

				
						Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral Click here


						Basilique-Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Québec Click here


						Église Notre-Dame-des-Victoires Click here


						Hôtel du Parlement Click here


						Battlefields Park Click here


						Bois-de-Coulonge Click here


						Maison des Jésuites de Sillery Click here


						A stroll along the streets of Vieux-Québec (Click here) or Petit-Champlain (Click here)

				

				Best views

				
						Observatoire de la Capitale Click here


						Pointe-à-Puiseaux promontory Click here


						L’Astral revolving restaurant Click here


						Terrasse Dufferin Click here


						Parc de la Plage-Jacques-Cartier Click here


						Observation tower in Saint-François-de-l’Île-d’Orléans Click here


						Québec-Lévis ferry Click here


				

				For nature lovers

				
						Parc de la Chute Montmorency Click here


						Jardin Jeanne-d’Arc Click here


						Abraham Plains Click here


						Jardin de Saint-Roch Click here


						Domaine Maizerets Click here


						Bois-de-Coulonge Click here


						Parc de la Plage-Jacques-Cartier Click here


						Parc National de la Jacques-Cartier Click here


						Parc de la  Chute Montmorency Click here


				

				For culture buffs

				
						Méduse Click here


						Happy hour at Le Cercle Click here


						The Image Mill Click here


						An outdoor concert at the Festival d’Été de Québec Click here


						A play at the Grand Théâtre Click here


						Musée National des Beaux-Arts du Québec Click here


						A show at the Capitole de Québec Click here 

						Espace Félix-Leclerc Click here


						A movie at Le Clap Click here


						A concert at Palais Montcalm (Click here) or Bal du Lézard (Click here)

				

				For kids and their parents

				
						Musée de la Civilisation Click here


						Choco-Musée Érico Click here


						Aquarium du Québec Click here


						Ice Hotel Click here


						Parc National de la Jacques-Cartier Click here


						Onhoüa Chetek8e Click here


						Musée de l’Abeille Click here


						Benjo Click here


				

				For cyclists

				
						Promenade Samuel-De Champlain Click here


						Corridor des Cheminots Click here


						Vélopiste Jacques-Cartier–Portneuf Click here


				

				For a picnic

				
						Parc de la Chute-Montmorency Click here


						Abraham Plains Click here


						Jardin de Saint-Roch Click here


						Domaine Maizerets Click here


						Bois-de-Coulonge Click here


						Plage-Jacques-Cartier Park Click here


				

				…and to stock up before

				
						Marché du Vieux-Port Click here


						Épicerie J. A. Moisan Click here


						Les Halles du Petit-Quartier Click here


						Morena Click here


						Épicerie Européenne Click here


				

				 The best stays	

				The lap of luxury

				
						Fairmont Le Château Frontenac Click here


						Hôtel Le Germain-Dominion Click here


				

				For history lovers

				
						Auberge Baker Click here


						Fairmont Le Château Frontenac Click here


						Hôtel Clarendon Click here


						Auberge Le Vieux-Presbytère Click here


				

				For businesspeople

				
						Delta Québec Click here


						Hilton Québec Click here


						Loews Hôtel Le Concorde Click here


				

				The most original

				
						Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations Click here


						Ice Hotel Québec-Canada Click here


				

				The best dining

				Fine dining

				
						Auberge La Camarine Click here


						La Fenouillère Click here


						Laurie Raphaël Click here


						Le Champlain Click here


						Le Saint-Amour Click here


						La Tanière Click here


						Ristorante Michelangelo Click here


				

				Terraces

				
						Restaurant du Musée Click here


						Le Moulin de Saint-Laurent Click here


						Ristorante Il Teatro Click here


						Panache Mobile Click here


				

				Creative cuisine

				
						Panache Mobile Click here


						Restaurant Dazibo Click here


						La Traite Click here


						Sagamité Click here


						Nek8arre Click here


						La Tanière Click here


						Le Patriarche Click here


				

				Bring your own wine

				
						Chez-Soi La Chine Click here


						Thang Long Click here


						Le Carthage Click here


				

				To enjoy a cup of coffee or tea

				
						Brûlerie Saint-Roch Click here


						Le Nektar Click here


						Chez Temporel Click here


						Café Krieghoff Click here


				

				To sip a cocktail

				
						Le Cercle Click here


						Boudoir Lounge Click here


						Le Drague – Cabaret Club Click here


				

				To party with the locals

				
						Carnaval de Québec Click here


						Fêtes de la Nouvelle-France Click here


						Festival d’Été de Québec Click here


						Grands Feux Loto-Québec Click here


				

				Québec City...In Due Time

				One Day

				For a short but fun trip focusing on culture and history, stick to Vieux-Québec. Dive into the heart of the Petit-Champlain neighbourhood, with its cobblestone streets lined with art galleries and craft shops. Visit the Basilique-Cathédrale Notre-Dame-de-Québec, a masterpiece of religious architecture, and the Centre d’Interprétation de Place-Royale to trace the city’s history to its roots. Finish up your trip with window shopping within the city walls on Rue Saint-Jean, the city’s main shopping artery, followed by a drink in a Saint-Roch neighbourhood bar. If your tastes run more to discovering the sculptors and painters who left their mark on Québec art history, replace one of the above with a visit to the Musée National des Beaux-Arts du Québec.

				Two Days

				A two-day stay in the capital of Québec will give you time to visit Grande Allée, the grand boulevard whose upper-class homes now house restaurants and nightclubs. Take a stroll through the steep, narrow streets of the Faubourg Saint-Jean-Baptiste, ending up at lively Avenue Cartier, freshly spruced up with wider sidewalks and new lighting. Take a break at the Battlefields Park, a green oasis at the heart of the city with an amazing view of the river. The curious shouldn’t forget a stop at the Séminaire de Québec, once a haven of French civilization in a harsh, hostile land, and now home to the fascinating Musée de l’Amérique Française.

				One Week

				For a well-rounded week, supplement the above with a visit to La Citadelle, witness to three centuries of military history in North America. Discover the turning points of Québec City’s history at the Fortifications of Québec National Historic Site where you’ll discover the unique city walls, and at the Artillery Park Heritage Site and its beautiful white roughcast Dauphine Redoubt.  

				If you’re interested in the city’s most famous landmarks, continue on to the Château Frontenac, the magnificent hotel towering above the St. Lawrence, or the Hôtel du Parlement, seat of the National Assembly of Québec, where you can admire the splendid Fontaine de Tourny.

				Modern Québec is well represented at the Musée de la Civilisation, whose beautiful, uncluttered architecture hosts exhibits on the customs and values of today’s Québec. 

				Get a unique view of Québec City from the vantage point of the Vieux-Port; running along the riverbank to the Bassin Louise, the port hosts activities of all kinds. Then, if you (and your legs) are up for it, enjoy the view as you climb Côte de la Montagne. Get your camera out for classic vacation photos from the Terrasse Dufferin, and continue along the Promenade des Gouverneurs to the summit of legendary Cap Diamant.

				For an excursion, head for Île d’Orléans to discover its enchanting landscapes and small farms. On the way, stop at Parc de la Chute Montmorency to admire Québec’s highest waterfall. If outdoor activities are your thing, Parc National de la Jacques-Cartier and Station Touristique Duchesnay have plenty to offer. Finally, for an experience off the beaten path, head to Wendake and discover the territory of the Huron-Wendat nation.

				Ten Quintessential Québec City Experiences

				
						Seeing the city at your feet from the Observatoire de la Capitale Click here


						Wandering back in time on the narrow, winding streets of Vieux-Québec Click here


						Strolling in Battlefields Park (the Plains of Abraham), one of the country’s most beautiful urban parks Click here 

						Window-shopping among the profusion of crafts in the Petit-Champlain district Click here


						Discovering the authentic Québec City atmosphere during the Festival d’Été (Click here) or the Carnaval (Click here)

						Taking in the amazing panorama of the Saint Lawrence River from the Terrasse Dufferin, in front of the Château Frontenac Click here 

						Admiring the capital’s numerous beautiful murals Click here


						Exploring Île d’Orléans and discovering its home-grown products Click here


						Reliving the earliest days of the colony through period costumes at the grand parade of the Fêtes de la Nouvelle-France Click here 

						Walking atop the walls of Québec City with an expert guide Click here


				

			

			
				Behind the Words
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				This latest version of Ulysses Québec City was updated by Annie Gilbert. A longtime former Québec City resident who returns there frequently, Annie is the perfect guide for your tour of the capital of Québec.

				Following her studies in tourism, Annie joined the Ulysses team, where she has held several different positions. She started as a bookstore worker before joining the editorial team, where her in-depth knowledge has been invaluable in preparing our guidebooks.

				Born in the Abitibi region, she is equally at home fishing on a tranquil lake or shopping in a trendy boutique in Paris, New York, or London. 

				Annie has contributed to several Ulysses guides including Boston, Croisières dans les Caraïbes, Hawaii, and On va où aujourd’hui?

			

			
				Where is Québec City?
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				Québec City

				Area: 450km2

				

				Population: Metropolitan area: 750,000 inhabitants
Québec City: 550,000 inhabitants

				

				Climate: Average temperatures:
January: –11°C
July: 19°C
Average precipitation:
Snow: 337cm
Rain: 883mm

				

				Time Zone: UTC –5

				

				Official Language: French

				

				Québec City Is... ... the provincial capital of Québec
... the oldest French-speaking city in North America 
... the only fortified city north of Mexico
... Vieux-Québec, Québec City’s historic district, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

			

		

	
		
			
				Portrait

				Rich in history and architecture, magnificent Québec City is set amidst an exceptional natural landscape. Even though Québec City is one of the oldest cities in North America and the oldest in Canada, it is firmly turned to the future.

				The Haute-Ville (upper town) sits on a promontory, Cap Diamant, which is more than 98m high and juts out over the St. Lawrence River. During his third trip, Jacques Cartier named this rocky outcrop “Cap aux Diamants,” believing he had discovered diamonds and gold here. But he quickly learned that these precious stones were nothing more than common fool’s gold and quartz. Nevertheless, Cap Diamant became the future site of Québec City when Champlain established a fur trading post and fortified buildings, creating the settlement known as “Abitation.”

				This site played a strategic role in New France’s defence system. Here the St. Lawrence River is only 1km wide, and it is this narrowing of the river that gave Québec City the name “Kebec,” an Algonquin word meaning “place where the river narrows.” Perched on top of Cap Diamant and surrounded by major fortifications from very early on, the city is commonly dubbed the “Gibraltar of North America.”

				This fortification did not succeed, however, in driving back the English troops who finally captured the city during the Battle of the Plains of Abraham. Yet the French colony managed to retain its cultural identity after the Conquest. Well protected inside its walls, Québec City’s heart continued to beat, making it the centre of French Canadian culture in North America.

				In 1985, in order to preserve and promote Québec City and its cultural treasures, UNESCO declared the city’s historic area—the only walled city in North America—North America’s first World Heritage Site.

				Affectionately known as the “Vieille Capitale” (Old Capital City), but usually simply called “Québec” by the Québécois, Québec City is the soul of the French-speaking Americas. Thousands of tourists visit it every year and marvel at the city’s many charms, its European atmosphere and its inhabitants’ joie de vivre and hospitality. The architecture and narrow cobblestone streets give the city its character. A romantic place that never fails to fascinate, Québec City has been a source of inspiration to artists for more than three centuries. It is a delight for both the eye and the soul. This little gem is irresistible and whether you visit in the summer, winter, spring or autumn, you cannot help but give in to its charm.

				Geography

				Québec City covers an area of 450km2 and has a population of more than half a million people, mostly French-speaking. Its six boroughs—La Cité–Limoilou, Les Rivières, Sainte-Foy–Sillery–Cap-Rouge, Charlesbourg, Beauport, and La Haute-Saint-Charles—are divided into 35 different neighbourhoods.

				Downtown Québec City occupies the Saint-Roch neighbourhood in the Basse-Ville area. The Haute-Ville (upper town) and Basse-Ville (lower town) are an easy geographical reference commonly used by the city’s residents. You’ll have no trouble telling the first, with its prosperous buildings atop Cap Diamant, from the second, an area with working-class roots spreading from the foot of the cape.

				History

				The First Europeans

				The first Europeans to reach the coast of North America were the Vikings who explored the region in the 10th century. They were followed by whalers and fishers in search of cod.

				However, beginning in 1534, Jacques Cartier made three journeys that marked a turning point in this segment of North American history and were the first official contacts between France and the New World. Cartier’s mission for the king of France, François I, was to discover a passage to the East and find the gold and other riches that France needed so badly at the time. After Cartier’s failure to fulfill his mission, France abandoned these new lands, considering them unimportant.

				A few decades later, the considerable profit that could be made in the fur trade rekindled French interest in New France. In 1608, Samuel de Champlain chose the site where Québec City is now located to set up the first permanent trading post. Champlain was surprised not to find the Aboriginal people that Cartier had described following his journeys. During this time, the sedentary Iroquois who farmed and hunted had moved south and were replaced by the nomadic Algonquins who subsisted on hunting and gathering. The Algonquins became France’s main allies. Unlike the Iroquois, they did not have a very strong sense of land ownership and did not show any resistance when the French settled on their territory. The Algonquins agreed to take part in the fur trade with the French.

				
					A Brief Summary of Québec City’s History

					1525-1530: Basque fishermen range up the St. Lawrence River and around the Rivière Saguenay.

					1535: Jacques Cartier reaches the mouth of the Rivière Sainte-Croix (today called Rivière Saint-Charles), near the Iroquois village of Stadaconé. He is welcomed by Donnacona, the village chief.

					1608: On July 3, Samuel de Champlain founds a fur trading post on the Native site called “Québec,” under the governorship of Pierre Dugua, Sieur de Mons, who holds a trade monopoly. He has an “Abitation” built here.

					1627-1663: The Compagnie des Cent Associés takes responsibility for populating the colony. The company’s shareholders include Samuel de Champlain and Cardinal Richelieu.

					1635: The Collège de Québec is founded by the Jesuits.

					1639: The Ursuline nuns and Marie de l’Incarnation (Marie Guyart) arrive in Québec City to teach young girls.

					1663: Québec City becomes the capital of New France.

					1759: On 13 September, British troops under General James Wolfe land at Anse au Foulon and scale Cap Diamant, ambushing the French troops under General Montcalm and defeating them in the brief Battle of the Plains of Abraham.

					1763-1791: following the British Conquest, the former capital of New France becomes the capital of the Province of Quebec.

					1791-1841: Québec City serves as the capital of the colony of Lower Canada.

					1833: Québec City obtains its municipal charter. 

					1845: Fires ravage the neighbourhoods of Saint-Roch and Saint-Jean.

					1849-1865: Québec City serves as the capital of the united Province of Canada.

					1867: With Canadian Confederation, Québec City becomes the capital of the Province of Québec.

					1896: Le Soleil, still today Québec City’s most important daily newspaper, is founded. 

					1917: The Pont de Québec, the longest cantilever structure in the world at the time, links Québec City on the north bank of the St. Lawrence with Lévis to the south. Eighty-nine workers had been killed in two tragic collapses during its construction. 

					1918: Anti-conscription riots break out. The army fires on the crowd, killing four in the Saint-Sauveur neighbourhood.

					1943 and 1944: During the Second World War, Québec City hosts two conferences of the Allies at the Château Frontenac and the Citadelle. The 1943 conference brings together US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Canadian Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King, and Chinese foreign affairs minister T.V. Soong. Churchill and Roosevelt return for the 1944 conference.

					1985: Vieux-Québec, Québec City’s historic district, is named a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

					1995: Québec City loses its hockey team, the Québec Nordiques, to the U.S. state of Colorado. Ironically, the Colorado Avalanche win the Stanley Cup that same year.

					2001: Québec City hosts the third Summit of the Americas, whose goal is to create the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The event is most remembered for the large security barrier around the conference site and clashes between police and anti-globalization protesters.

					2006: After 75 years, the Jardin Zoologique du Québec, Canada’s oldest zoo, closes.

					2008: Québec City celebrates its 400th anniversary with a lavish year-long series of festivities.

					2011: Agreement between Quebecor and the City of Québec on the construction of a new arena.

				

				To understand Québec City’s place in history, one must appreciate all the advantages of its location. Nestled atop Cap Diamant, the city occupies a strategic location overlooking what at the time was the only waterway leading to the North American interior. When Samuel de Champlain decided to establish the first permanent fur-trading outpost and built a fort around the few existing buildings here, it was primarily because of Cap Diamant’s strategic advantages. Here, the river narrows considerably and it is easy to block passing ships. Champlain had a wooden fortress built here, which he named the “Abitation.” It enclosed the trading post and the homes of various fur traders.

				During that first harsh winter in Québec City, 20 of the 28 men that were posted there died of scurvy or malnutrition before ships carrying fresh supplies arrived in the spring of 1609. When Samuel de Champlain died on Christmas Day, 1635, there were about 300 pioneers living in New France.

				Between 1627 and 1663, the Compagnie des Cents Associés held a monopoly on the fur trade and ensured the slow growth of the colony. Meanwhile, French religious orders became more and more interested in New France. The Récollets arrived first, in 1615; they were later replaced by the Jesuits, who began arriving in 1632.

				The 17th Century

				Despite the presence of major tributaries nearby––water being the only efficient means of transport and communication at the time––Québec City was never able to profit as much from the fur trade as Montréal or Trois-Rivières. Throughout the 17th century, merchants, farmers and craftspeople came to settle in Québec City and its surrounding region. The city’s economy diversified, namely thanks to its port (which became one of the busiest in the world), its shipbuilding yard and its lumber, which was exported mainly to France. The fur trade, however, remained the leading area of economic activity up until the beginning of the 19th century.

				During the 17th century, Québec City became one of the most important centres of commerce in the New World. It was the apex of an economic triangle formed by Acadia, New France and Louisiana, and would become the seat of French power in the Americas. Also, since religious institutions and political powers looked for protection inside the walls of the Haute-Ville, Québec City quickly became the political, administrative and military centre of New France.

				Many colonists settled in Québec City. The Basse-Ville (lower town) developed rapidly, expanding to the point where it was necessary to fill in parts of the St. Lawrence River to gain more land. At this time, the risk of fire was great because of the densely built neighbourhoods and the use of wood as the main construction material. In August 1682, flames devastated the Basse-Ville, and the city was later rebuilt according to new standards requiring the use of stone instead of wood for building construction. Unfortunately, many inhabitants did not have the money to abide by these new requirements and were forced to build outside the city walls, creating the first suburbs. Most of the stone houses in Vieux-Québec today date from this period.

				The French-British Rivalry

				The economic and strategic importance of Québec City made it a choice target very early on and the capital of New France had to defend itself against a covetous England. These conflicts between France and England had repercussions on the North American colony. Declarations of war and peace treaties were the result of European politics and had nothing to do with the affairs of the colony. Consequently, the citadel fell in 1629 when it was attacked by British forces led by the Kirke brothers, but it was quickly returned to France in 1632.

				During the 18th century, the French-English rivalry increased as their colonies developed. The ever-increasing pressure of British forces in New France finally resulted in the Battle of the Plains of Abraham, part of the Seven Years’ War. Arriving near Québec City in July 1759, General Wolfe’s troops captured the town on September 13 of the same year, before reinforcements could arrive from France. During the night, the English climbed Cap Diamant to the west of the fortified walls and in the morning, to the great surprise of the French, they were on the Plains of Abraham. The battle began and ended a short time later with the defeat of the Marquis de Montcalm’s troops at the hands of General Wolfe; neither general survived.

				The British Regime

				The Treaty of Paris, signed on February 10, 1763, sealed the French defeat by officially giving New France to the British, marking the end of the French colony in Canada. Under the British Regime, Québec City was transformed. For French Canadians, the Conquest meant that they were now under British rule and ties between the colony and France were cut off, leaving Québec an orphan. Significant changes occurred as the English replaced francophones in political and administrative positions. Many of New France’s well-to-do inhabitants decided to return to France at the suggestion of the British government. However, most residents and small merchants could not afford the journey and had no choice but to remain in the British colony. The summit of Cap Diamant was also where the English set up their government, which now had the task of managing a considerable portion of North America.

				Like the rest of the colony, Québec City was able to resist British assimilation thanks to the Catholic Church and very limited anglophone immigration. Sheltered behind its walls, Québec City remained almost completely francophone for a long time.

				However, the situation changed rapidly when the American War of Independence came to an end and the United Empire Loyalists, faithful to the British Crown, left the United States to settle on British soil. Many of these new arrivals chose Québec City and Montréal, radically changing the look of the capital, which saw its anglophone population grow considerably.

				In addition to Loyalist immigration, many immigrants arrived from the British Isles to settle in Québec City and work in factories or as stevedores in the port. Among them were a significant number of Irish immigrants, who had an important common trait with the local population: the Catholic religion. Anglophones represented approximately 40% of the population in the Québec City region, which at that time was enjoying significant economic growth. This great anglophone immigration, however, was offset by a large influx of francophones from rural Québec.

				The 19th Century

				The beginning of the 19th century was marked by a period of prosperity, primarily as a result of Napoleon’s maritime embargo against Britain, which caused a great lack of raw materials. This demand made Québec City an important trade link between the colony, the West Indies and Britain, and went so far as to make Québec City the third busiest port in North America after New York and New Orleans.

				Québec City’s port and the various shipyards set up under the French Regime continued to develop until the invention of iron hulls and the dredging of the St. Lawrence River, enabling heavy-tonnage ships to reach Montréal and eliminating any advantage of unloading in Québec City. The capital’s importance began to decline in favour of Montréal, which had an excellent railway system that further helped establish it as the centre of industrial and economic power in Québec and Canada.

				The 19th century also saw the advent of the city’s first modern municipal government structures. Around 1830, Québec City was divided into 10 districts, each administered by two city councillors who assisted the mayor in his functions. The municipality governed such matters as firefighting, policing, roadwork, markets, gas and water.

				The greater Québec City region grew in importance around the middle of the 19th century, as new municipalities were created: Beauport, Saint-Augustin-de-Desmaures, Saint-Félix-de-Cap-Rouge, Sillery, Saint-Ambroise-de-la-Jeune-Lorette, L’Ancienne-Lorette, Sainte-Foy and Charlesbourg. The parish of Saint-Roch, then considered the city’s outskirts, included the neighbourhoods of Limoilou and Saint-Sauveur, among others.

				Québec City was already delighting wealthy American visitors when the arrival of steamships considerably reduced travel time across the Atlantic, bringing Europeans in droves to visit the “Gibraltar of America.”

				The 20th Century

				Although Québec City lost its economic importance at the beginning of the 20th century and was now limited to light industry such as footwear, concentrated in the Saint-Roch district, it continued to play a significant role in politics and administration as the capital of the province of Québec. The civil service grew in importance and generated economic growth in the construction, retail and service industries.

				The turn of the 20th century saw the creation of a robust railway network linking the capital to Montréal; later, the increase in automobile traffic following the First World War spurred the construction of what was an extensive road network for the period. Despite two deadly collapses during its construction, the Québec Bridge was opened in 1917 between Québec City, on the north bank of the St. Lawrence, and Lévis on the south. It was then the longest cantilever bridge in the world.

				With buses, streetcars, trains and cars allowing people to get around more quickly, new suburbs appeared in the mid-20th century. 

				This state of affairs continued until the Révolution Tranquille (Quiet Revolution) in the 1960s. This social and political “revolution” rocked the province, marking the end of the age-old yoke of religion and tradition Morals and institutions were modernized; political habits evolved. The province of Québec saw the size of its government increase remarkably and Québec City, at the centre of this wave of change, was transformed as well.

				At the same time, the nationalist movement made its appearance in Québec as the province’s francophones expressed their desire to end the anglophone minority’s control over the development of Québec society. During this period, Québec City’s anglophone population began to decline, soon representing only 1 or 2% of the region’s total population.

				Government cutbacks and the decentralization of power to Montréal and the regions have affected employment stability in the area. Although unemployment in Québec City is fairly low, the city now relies mostly on its great industrial and technological potential. In fact, Québec City has a market of more than 500,000 consumers. Tourism is another important source of revenue, with various tourist attractions such as Vieux-Québec, Mont Sainte-Anne and Montmorency Falls. Hotels have mushroomed along the main highways into town. But one of the most promising areas of economic development remains the advanced technology sector, including biotechnology, computers, optics and telecommunications.

				Politics

				Political life in Québec City is deeply marked, even monopolized, by the duality between two levels of government: the federal government and the provincial government. To gain a better understanding of the political situation in Québec, one must first understand its historical context. Québec City is the cradle of French culture in North America. The birth of Canadian Confederation in 1867 had important consequences for all francophones in Québec. One of the most significant impacts was the minority position in which it placed the French Canadian population, whose culture differs from the anglophone majority of Canada. 

				The government set up in 1867 was a copy of the British model, giving legislative power to a Parliament elected by universal vote. The new constitution introduced a two-tiered system composed of the federal government and the provincial government. Québec’s legislature is called the National Assembly, while the federal Parliament of Canada is located in Ottawa, Ontario. As a result of this new division of power, the minority position of francophones within Canada was confirmed. Within Québec, however, their authority increased thanks to the creation of a provincial government, which would manage the major areas francophones have always tried to preserve, such as education, culture and French civil law.

				Québec has always been in favour of provincial autonomy as opposed to a centralized federal government. From the first years of the Constitution, politicians such as Honoré Mercier pushed for more autonomy for the provinces. Among other things, he claimed that only in Québec were the rights of French Canadians protected effectively. However, when he became premier, he praised the French Catholic character of Québec without questioning federalism. From then on, the influence of Québec’s political leaders and the ethnic and linguistic tensions between francophones and anglophones gave Québec an increasingly active role in the struggle for provincial autonomy.

				Over the last 40 years, the relationship between the federal government and the province has taken a different turn. Federal-provincial exchanges have been intense and even tumultuous since the Quiet Revolution. The 1960s saw the creation of an extremist group, the Front de Libération du Québec (FLQ), that demanded Québec independence. The group’s violent activities resulted in the 1970 October Crisis, during which Québec was subjected to the War Measures Act and the Canadian army was brought in to restore order.

				The various Québec governments that have since followed have all been considered lobbyists for a distinct language and culture and have all claimed a special status as well as increased power for Québec. The Québec government believes it understands the needs of the Québécois population better than the federal government, and demands the right to greater autonomy, power and resources.

				The event that would radically change the political scene was the election of the Parti Québécois in 1976. This party succeeded very quickly in uniting sovereignist forces, particularly thanks to the personality and charisma of its founder, René Lévesque. This political party, whose raison d’être was Québec sovereignty, held the 1980 referendum on the question of statehood, which asked the Québec people for permission to negotiate sovereignty-association with the rest of Canada. The Québécois voted 60% against sovereignty-association. The same party, with Jacques Parizeau as its leader, would again ask Quebecers to express their opinion on the same question on October 31, 1995. This time the results were much closer: 50.6% of the population voted against the Québec government’s independence project, while 49.4% declared they were in favour. In the eyes of many, the issue was once again postponed, but it remains present today in many political speeches.

				The attitude of Québec’s political leaders regarding relations between the state and the economy changed radically when Jean Lesage’s Liberal Party came to power in the 1960s. This redefinition of the state’s role in the economy sent shock waves through the social, political and economic life of the province, and especially Québec City. The number of employees in the public administration sector grew from 15,000 to 45,000 between the 1960s and the 1980s. This new direction, mapped out by the Quiet Revolution, was generally maintained throughout the 1960s, 1970s and even 1980s. Québec’s political leaders were inspired by their liberal European counterparts, supporting the Keynesian principles of a welfare state, making it a major participant in the economy and a partner in private enterprise. The presence of a large public administration provides the region of the Vieille Capitale with steady, well-paid jobs.

				The government’s new economic role increased the presence and importance of francophones within the Québec economy. This phenomenon was mainly due to the growth of the public and semi-public sectors and the state’s contribution to the private sector. The rise of francophones was felt in all sectors of the economy but especially in the areas of finance and public administration. However, this kind of state intervention on the part of Québec City and Ottawa has its drawbacks. Since the beginning of the 1980s, the Canadian and Québec governments, increasingly restricted by tight budgetary constraints, found it more and more difficult to apply their interventionist politics and incurred high budget deficits year after year.

				To remedy this situation, radical, difficult decisions were made. To reduce the deficit, powers were decentralized and the cost of the public service was reduced by cutting jobs and eliminating raises. This created a problem since the Québec City region’s economy is strongly oriented towards the public service sector. However, these cuts were eventually compensated for by growth in other sectors, showing that the vigour and ingenuity of the region could allow it to quickly and successfully adjust to an unfavourable situation.

				Today, Québec City’s municipal council consists of a mayor and 27 councillors representing as many municipal districts, with each borough led by a borough president. Municipal elections take place on a fixed date every four years. Following the death of Mayor Andrée P. Boucher, elections were held in 2007. In December 2007, independent candidate Régis Labeaume became the new mayor of Québec City. He was reelected in November 2009.

				Québec City’s most important mayors have included such figures as J.-Gilles Lamontagne (in office 1965-1977), Jean Pelletier (1977-1989), Jean-Paul L’Allier (1989-2005) and Andrée P. Boucher (2005-2007). Despite only being mayor since 2007, Régis Labeaume has also been noted both for his successes (the arena project and the enlargement of the airport) and for his less impressive moments (the fiasco around the hiring of French specialist Clotaire Rapaille to “restore the brand image” of the city, and the withdrawal of the city’s candidacy for the 2016 Universal Forum of Cultures).

				Economy

				The historic and romantic aspects of Québec City are so often emphasized that it is easy to forget that this city is also the province’s second most important economic centre. Situated on the banks of the St. Lawrence River, Québec City has more than 500,000 inhabitants. Its economy is strongly oriented towards the service industries and public administration, which employ about 85% of the population. A significant increase in employment has also taken place in areas such as tourism, finance and business, as the manufacturing industry has declined. 

				The colossal Québec public administration is a product of the Quiet Revolution. Supporters of the principles of a welfare state wanted to make the province of Québec a major player in the economy and a partner in private enterprise. Subsequently, the welfare state aimed to modernize and improve the role of French Canadians in the Québec economy. Between the 1960s and the 1980s, the number of jobs in this sector tripled, and francophone control of the economy grew from 47% to 60%. This increase in the region’s public sector also had a major impact on the region’s economy since, on average, one job in the public service results in the creation of another job in the private sector.

				During the 1980s, and more particularly in the 1990s, the government attempted to reverse the situation. The welfare state and its numerous expenditures had made Canada one of the most indebted of all the industrialized nations. The solution seemed quite simple: cut expenses. This means that the public service had to limit its spending as much as possible by slashing employment and subsidies, followed by the privatization and decentralization of the administration.

				Even though Québec City has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the province, the general transformation of the province’s economy has affected employment stability in Québec City and its region. The reduction and decentralization of the Québec government have therefore forced Québec City to refocus its priorities.

				To cope with government decentralization in favour of Montréal and the province’s other regions and to compensate for job losses, Québec City has had to diversify its economy. Boasting rich energy resources, a port deep enough to stay open all year and a solid road and railway network, Québec City is an ideal link between the major agricultural and economic centres of North America.

				During the past few years, the Québec City region has put a great deal of effort into attracting new industries. Its qualified workforce, quality of life and accessibility have tipped the scales in its favour for several businesses that are now established here, such as manufacturers, telecommunications companies and high-tech businesses. However, despite the number of new jobs they have created, these big businesses haven’t been popular with all of Québec City’s residents; many are concerned by the pollution problems that come with such large industries, while others fear that badly planned industrial areas might one day disfigure their historic city.

				Université Laval (Laval University) also plays an important role in the region’s economic development by providing a qualified work force. It features a research and development department whose primary task is promoting and managing the transfer of technology from the university to various companies in the area. This policy has primarily spurred the optics, photonics, laser, medical biotechnology and pharmacology industries. For example, the Institut National d’Optique has been a world leader in optics and photonics since 1988.

				The province’s capital has succeeded in revitalizing its economy with its specialized work force and the possibilities for research and development that are offered by the university and leading industries. In addition, Québec City is the seat of the provincial government, which despite the reductions that were imposed on the public service will continue to be a driving force in the region.

				Tourism also occupies an important place in the region’s economy, generating approximately the same number of jobs as the manufacturing sector. Cruise ships from Europe and the United States stop in Québec City more and more often, especially since Pointe-à-Carcy was renovated. With Mont-Sainte-Anne close by, Montmorency Falls just a few minutes from downtown, a carnival in the winter and numerous festivals in the summer, tourism is booming all year long.

				The Centre National des Nouvelles Technologies de Québec (CNNTQ), in the Saint-Roch district, was created by the Québec government to encourage economic growth. The centre, which has enjoyed stunning results, now houses more than twenty information technology companies employing more than a thousand people.

				Population

				Québec City proper is home to a mainly French-speaking population of around 550,000, while the metropolitan population is around 750,000 and the greater Québec City region has a population of approximately 1,100,000. Though their numbers are small, Québec City has welcomed successive waves of immigrants since the 19th century, including Irish, Vietnamese, Haitian, North African and Eastern European communities.

				Art and Culture

				Québec City has always enjoyed a very impressive and varied cultural life. The city is home to numerous artistic and cultural centres, including the Grand Théâtre de Québec (which hosts the Orchestre Symphonique and the Opéra de la Capitale), the Palais Montcalm, the Théâtre du Trident, the Théâtre de la Bordée, the Théâtre du Périscope and the Théâtre du Conservatoire d’Art Dramatique de Québec.

				During the 19th century, Québec City was the setting of many novels. Although the most popular genre at the time was European-style adventure stories, Québec literature was usually limited to glorifying the past and idealizing country life, and was clearly behind the times when compared to Western literature in general. In the beginning, the use of Québec City as a setting was hardly recognizable but has become increasingly evident over the years. As more novels have been published, from Les Anciens Canadiens by Philippe Aubert de Gaspé to Roger Lemelin’s well known Au pied de la pente douce (1944) and Les Plouffe (1948), Québec City’s image has changed from that of a vague, undefined place to a very lively, bustling French Canadian city. Even though it was once conquered by the British and is not as commercially significant as other cities, Québec City remains the intellectual capital of French Canada and a symbol of resistance for French Canadians.

				Roger Lemelin (1919-1994), a successful writer who described the colourful poor neighbourhoods of Québec City in his novels Au pied de la pente douce, Les Plouffe and Le Crime d’Ovide Plouffe (1982), was born in Québec City. These last two works became very popular and were adapted for radio and television, then for the movies. In 1974, Lemelin was elected as a foreign member of France’s Académie Goncourt.

				Famed novelist Anne Hébert (1916-2000) was born in Sainte-Catherine-de-la-Jacques-Cartier, in the Québec City region. Her novel L’Enfant chargé de songes (1992) brings the city to life as though it were an actual character.

				Several contemporary writers also originate from this region, such as mystery writer Chrystine Brouillet, novelists Yves Thériault, Monique Proulx and Marie-Claire Blais and poet Pierre Morency.

				Numerous artists such as Cornelius Krieghoff, Maurice Cullen, James Wilson Morrice, Clarence Gagnon, Adrien Hébert, Jean-Paul Lemieux, Jean-Guy Desrosiers and others have been influenced by this city and at the same time have enriched its image.

				Several artists have found inspiration in the region and have chosen to settle in Québec City or its surroundings. For example, Félix Leclerc (1914-1988), a composer, poet and performer, was the first Québec singer to achieve success in Europe, opening the way for many other Québec artists. Leclerc liked to spend his free time on Île d’Orléans, a place that was close to his heart and features prominently in his work.

				Today, Québec City continues to be a birthplace for interesting artistic projects. Performing-arts centres such as Méduse and Ex Machina are only two examples in a city where theatres and other artistic institutions abound. Québec’s film industry is also quite rich. Among the city’s rising stars is Francis Leclerc, son of Félix Leclerc, and creator of the beautiful film Une jeune fille à la fenêtre, in which images of Québec City bear witness to the filmmaker’s affection for his hometown.

				Ex Machina was founded by Robert Lepage in 1994. Born in the Haute-Ville section of Québec City on December 12, 1957, this director and producer has enjoyed a remarkable international success. Not unlike Félix Leclerc, it took his huge popularity in Europe to make Québec recognize Lepage’s immense talent. This skill is particularly evident in his plays Les Plaques Tectoniques, La Trilogie des Dragons and Les Aiguilles et l’Opium as well as his films Le Confessionnal, Le Polygraphe, Nô, Possible Worlds and La Face Cachée de la Lune. From opera to theatre, and cinema to rock concerts and circuses, Robert Lepage has done it all.

				The Carnaval de Québec in winter, the Festival d’Été de Québec in summer, and the Fêtes de la Nouvelle-France, and the world beats of the Festival des Journées d’Afrique, delight residents and tourists alike with days of extravagant celebration.

				Architecture

				Québec City is first and foremost the only walled city on the North American continent north of Mexico. The city was fortified for military reasons and its position on top of Cap Diamant was strategic. Champlain had Fort Saint-Louis built at the beginning of the 17th century. Originally, the walls served to defend against British threats and ward off Aboriginal attacks. Very early on, major fortification work transformed Québec City into a veritable stronghold: the city saw the construction of the Batterie Royale in 1691, the Dauphine Redoubt in 1712, and in 1720, the walls that more or less make up the ramparts we see today. The buildings inside the walls and in Vieux-Québec give the city its Old French Regime look.

				Québec City has one of the richest architectural heritages in North America. As the cradle of New France, it is especially evocative of Europe in its architecture and atmosphere. But its architecture had to be adapted, particularly because of the harsh winters and lack of specialized workers and materials. The buildings here are simple and efficient without extravagance. A typical house of this period was rectangular in shape with a two-sided sloping roof covered with cedar shingles. To cope with the cold Québec City winters, this type of habitation was fitted with only a few windows and one or two fireplaces. Interiors were quite rustic, since the main preoccupation was to keep warm at all times.

				
					Let There Be Light!

					Following in the footsteps of other world cities such as Paris, London or Montréal, Québec City has set up a long-term plan to properly illuminate its many beautiful landmarks. A sensitive lighting plan has embellished the city’s nights with the shapes and textures of the targeted monuments. The Hôtel du Parlement, the Pont de Québec, the Musée National des Beaux-Arts du Québec, the Château Frontenac, the fortifications, Cap Diamant, Montmorency Falls and certain public artworks such as the splendid Fontaine de Tourny light up the night with the myriad forms of this enchanting city. 

				

				Although this type of dwelling was found mainly in the countryside, the same kind of architecture could also be seen within the city itself. As well as having to deal with the cold, the city’s inhabitants had to worry about fires. The densely packed wooden buildings allowed fires to spread very quickly. Following the great fire of 1682, which almost completely destroyed the Basse-Ville, the intendants of New France issued two edicts in 1721 and 1727 regulating construction in order to reduce the risk of fire inside the city walls. From then on, the use of wood and the construction of mansard roofs—their structure was complex and compact, presenting a great danger for fire—were both prohibited. All buildings had to be made of stone and equipped with firewalls. In addition, the floors that separated a house’s various storeys had to be covered with terra cotta tiles. 

				In neighbourhoods such as Petit-Champlain you will find stone houses dating from this era, such as the Maison Louis-Jolliet on Rue du Petit-Champlain or the Maison Demers on Boulevard Champlain. The decision to forbid the use of wood also resulted in the creation of the first suburbs outside city walls, since the poorer settlers were unable to meet the costly building requirements and were forced to move out of town. 

				Following the British victory on the Plains of Abraham, New France became part of the British Empire and the face of Québec City gradually changed as its anglophone population increased. For instance, on Grande Allée, once a simple, tree-lined country road, large estates appeared where the English built Second Empire and, later on, Victorian mansions. Today, these buildings have been transformed into bars or restaurants with terraces overlooking Grande Allée.

				Among the city’s recent large-scale projects is the revitalization of the Saint-Roch district, the once neglected and unloved downtown core, the remodelling of the Colline Parlementaire around the Hôtel du Parlement, the development of the Promenade Samuel-De Champlain along the Saint Lawrence, and the renovation of the Agora du Vieux-Port.
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