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				Downtown: The Road to Christianity

				Duration: 4hrs

				Walking tour (4.5km)

				This itinerary explores the religious heritage of the city centre. You'll discover a mosaic of Christian traditions—Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, or Evangelical—that blends with the vibrant urban, cultural and social life of Montrealers. These exceptional sites recall the arrival of the first immigrants and reflect the evolution of the historical and architectural heritage of the western end of the downtown core.
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						The tour begins at the Church of St. John the Evangelist, located on Avenue du Président-Kennedy, just north of the Maison Symphonique at Place des Arts, in the Quartier des Spectacles.

				

				Church of St. John the Evangelist

				Commonly known as the “Red Roof Church,” the Church of St. John the Evangelist is an Anglican congregation. Its Victorian Gothic Revival style was particularly inspired by the simple, modest churches of London's disadvantaged neighbourhoods, designed byJames Brooks and George Edmund, following the traditions of the Camden Society of Cambridge, England.

				Entirely built of limestone, the church is rectangular in plan. The projecting part of its facade holds a statue of St. John.
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					Church of St. John the Evangelist. © Philippe Renault

				

				This church is instantly recognizable by its red metal roof, built in 1955 to replace a slate shingle roof, as well as by its little steeple topped by a wrought-iron weathervane.

				Construction of the church began in 1876 according to the plans of Frank Darling, of the Darling & Pearson architectural firm in Toronto. It lasted two years before the church was opened in 1878.

				

				The simplicity of the building’s exterior decoration stands in stark contrast to its lavish interior. One unique feature is the church’s red and white brick side walls, which were created in 1882 by architect Thomas Fuller. Another remarkable element of this holy place is its magnificent rood screen separating the nave from the choir. Consisting of three arcs made of marble and Caen stone, a light yellow limestone, this centrepiece of the church was designed by architect Henry Vaughan of Boston. It was created in 1886 by the Robert Reid workshops, except for the Caen stone portion which was sculpted by Henry Beaumont. The arcades are surmounted by a black walnut Calvary, sculpted in Oberammergau, Upper Bavaria, and installed in 1901. The side arches are crowned with rose-window–shaped openings.

				Notice the unique shape of the church's pulpit, designed by Frank Darling and sculpted by Henry Beaumont. Its cylindrical structure lacks a canopy but is decorated with floral motifs and twisted columns.

				Created by architects Alfred Arthur Cox and Louis-Auguste Amos, the baptistery was added in 1895, while the Gothic-inspired baptismal font was made at the Robert Reid workshops, in Montréal.

				Notice the woodwork in the choir, which dates back to 1895. The stalls were designed by architect P.B. Williams and crafted by Beaumont, while the rest of the woodwork was created by the Percy Bacon Brothers firm of London. The choir's sculptures representing the four evangelists are the work of architect Sir Andrew T. Taylor.

				The church houses a chapel built in 1884 by the vicar and founder of the parish, Edmund Wood, in honour of St. Anne. Take the time to admire this area, set off by oak arches crafted by Henry Beaumont. The chapel's altarpiece was created by the Cusson brothers of Boston, and was given to the church by the Sisters of St. Margaret.

				Before leaving, don’t miss the church's remarkable stained-glass windows. Those in the sanctuary were created by John Hardman & Co. of Birmingham, England, and date back to 1879. The windows in the side aisles were designed by the Percy Bacon Brothers firm and installed in 1914. Only the one on the south side is by Clayton & Bell of London.

				This church is heavily involved in its urban community. It is home to St. Michael's Mission, which seeks to provide a welcoming environment for the poor and homeless. The Mission strives to meet their needs for food, clothing and spiritual guidance. It provides them with meals, access to showers, clothes, help filling out request forms for social assistance and employment insurance, and much more.
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