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				Quartier latin, the Faubourgs, HoMa

			

			
				How to use this guide

				The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :

				[image: 5960.jpg]

				Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

				—	No presence. Absent in the area.

				

				The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

				At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

				At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.

			

			
				Introduction

				At the eastern end of the Quartier des Spectacles, the Quartier Latin bridges the divide between downtown and the more residential but still culturally vibrant areas nearby. Like its Parisian namesake, the Quartier Latin is defined by its university. In the early 20th century, this was the site of the Université de Montréal; after that institution moved to its current campus in Côte-des-Neiges, the neighbourhood came to centre around the newly-created Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), the city’s other francophone university, in the 1970s. Rue Saint-Denis and its nightlife, the shops lining Rue Sainte-Catherine, Place Émilie-Gamelin, and since 2005 the new Grande Bibliothèque embrace and support the university and its students.

				The cultural life here is also intimately tied to the university, not least because of the number of venues and galleries on the campus itself. And these are far from stuffy ivory towers: as witness the Galerie de l’UQAM, on the front lines of contemporary art.

				The Quartier Latin falls under the umbrella of the Quartier des Spectacles and runs east to Rue Saint-Hubert. Beyond is the Faubourgs, a cultural pole spreading further east beyond the Jacques Cartier Bridge. This area, bounded by Rue Sherbrooke to the north and the river to the south, was previously known as the Centre-Sud neighbourhood. It’s home to a very diverse population, clustered around two main centres: the Gay Village and Frontenac metro station. In 2001, various community organizations and artists united to form the Voies culturelles des faubourgs (www.voiesculturelles.qc.ca), which works to foster the cultural vitality of the area.

				This tour continues beyond the Faubourgs to Hochelaga-Maisonneuve, a working-class neighbourhood which in recent years has undergone major property development—a new-found trendiness referred to by the abbreviation “HoMa.” This shift hasn’t brought about a cultural explosion, but that’s because there was already a significant cultural presence that continues to evolve at its own pace, especially near the Olympic Stadium.

				[image: QuartierLatin-CentreSud-HoMal(5994).ai][image: 4590.jpg]

				

				
					[image: Arts numériques] Digital arts: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Art public] Public art: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts visuels] Visual arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts scène] Performing arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Design] Design: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Musique] Music: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					How long?

					For the whole tour: 1 day or 2 half-days

					Segments

					Quartier Latin: 3hrs

					The Village: 2hrs

					Around the Maison de la culture Frontenac: 2rs 15min

					HoMa: 1hr 15min

					HoMa (including the Olympic Stadium and Botanical Garden): 2hrs 45min

					How to get around

					On foot and by metro

					You can also use the 125 Ontario bus to get to the district of Maisonneuve

				

				

				 Quartier Latin

				[contemporary art, design, music]

				From Saint-Laurent metro station, head east along Boulevard De Maisonneuve.

				Our tour begins amid the Habitations Jeanne-Mance (1 [image: Art public]), a social housing project built in the 1960s. Public murals and sculptures, some officially sanctioned and some not, have sprung up throughout this landscape of buildings, laneways, and playgrounds. 

				Among the most notable are the 2009 murals on buildings facing Boulevard De Maisonneuve from either side, around a soccer field. Created by the MU organization and an artistic duo from Philadelphia, Phillip Adams and David Guinn, they’re easy to spot, with their bright colours and energetic shapes mimicking the car traffic on the boulevard.

				Using the footpath alongside the soccer field, head north through the Habitations Jeanne-Mance to Rue Ontario.

				The Maison Théâtre (2 [image: Arts scène]) (245 Rue Ontario Est) is the city’s only theatre devoted entirely to young audiences. Some thirty troupes regularly play here, and foreign companies are also regularly invited—excellent evidence of how inspiring this unique theatrical niche can be.

				A short detour away from the tour route, at Rue Sherbrooke and Rue De Bullion, the Chapelle historique du Bon-Pasteur (3 [image: Musique]) (100 Rue Sherbrooke Est) offers a much-appreciated popular schedule of chamber music and recitals. Le Vivier (3 [image: Musique]) (suite 300), a prominent new music producer, has its offices here, and the building also hosts occasional art exhibitions. But the most interesting tenant is Les Impatients (3 [image: Arts visuels]) (suite 4000), an art therapy organization that  supports people with mental illnesses through the arts, frequently pairing them with professional artists to present shows.

				Next to the Maison Théâtre is a junior college, the Cégep du Vieux-Montréal (255 Rue Ontario Est), known both for its fine arts education and for the activist fervour of its student body. Notice the building’s intricate architecture, with its stepped terraces, diagonal edges and porthole-like windows. 

				If you feel like scaling the steep slope of Rue Sanguinet to Rue Sherbrooke, you’ll be rewarded with one of the remaining plaques from the series of inscriptions Comme un poisson dans la ville (4 [image: Art public]) (“like a fish in the city,” 1988), a public art intervention by Gilbert Boyer.

				Take Rue Sanguinet south towards Rue Sainte-Catherine.

				The Cinémathèque québécoise (5 [image: Arts visuels]) (335 Boulevard De Maisonneuve Est) occupies a historic brick and red stone building, classily renovated in the 1990s by the Saucier + Perrotte architectural firm. Despite financial problems that keep it seemingly under perpetual threat of closure, it remains the chief guardian of the art of film in Québec. With two theatres and several exhibition areas, including a large space that regularly welcomes contemporary art projects, the Cinémathèque honours films from both here and elsewhere, both yesterday and today, and in all genres. It hosts numerous festivals, notably the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois (February), the International Festival of Films on Art (March), the Montréal International Documentary Festival (November), and the Sommets du cinéma d’animation (November-December). A permanent exhibit reveals the art of special effects.
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