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				Quartier des Spectacles, East End of Downtown

			

			
				How to use this guide

				The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :

				[image: 5714.jpg]

				Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

				[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

				—	No presence. Absent in the area.

				

				The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

				At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

				At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.

			

			
				Introduction

				There hasn’t been a cultural project on this scale in Montréal since the 1960s. That project gave Montréal its “plaza of the arts,” and now it has its “shows district.” The immediate environs of Place des Arts were already home to multiple large-scale festivals (film, jazz, song), a museum, several galleries, and numerous cultural organizations. The creation of the Quartier des Spectacles has taken this rich concentration to its logical conclusion.

				Given its own identity to help raise Montréal’s cultural profile throughout the world, the Quartier des Spectacles (bounded by Rue Sherbrooke, Rue Saint-Hubert, Rue René-Lévesque, and Rue City Councillors) is home to more than 80 arts and cultural venues, including 30 concert halls, theatres, and other performance spaces. This tour focuses on the western part of the district; the eastern part, which includes the Quartier Latin and the UQAM, is covered in another tour. 

				The territory covered in this tour boasts a large share of the area’s cultural venues, including no fewer than fifteen theatres and concert halls. There’s also no shortage of public art, which springs up everywhere here: in parks and lobbies, of course, but also on roofs, in basements, or as a flesh-and-blood performance. 

				The Quartier des Spectacles also has the benefit of an engaging program of night-time art interventions. The Luminous Pathway (Parcours lumière) is an ensemble of lighting displays in the district, including both permanent and temporary, informative or creative works. 

				The arrival of the Luminous Pathway has confirmed Montréal as one of the world’s most creative cities in lighting design, and reinforced its reputation as an international digital arts powerhouse. Eight facades here are animated year-round with lighting programs by the most extravagantly creative minds, including Pascal Grandmaison, an icon of contemporary video art, and the Moment Factory, a collective world-famous for its work on the facade of the Sagrada Família in Barcelona.

				[image: Quartier-Spectacles(5659).ai][image: 4447.jpg]

				
					[image: Arts numériques] Digital arts: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Art public] Public art: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts visuels] Visual arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Arts scène] Performing arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Design] Design: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					[image: Musique] Music: [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse]  [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

					How long?

					For the whole tour: 1 day

					Segments

					From Dare-Dare to the Musée d’art contemporain area: 3hrs 30min

					Le Belgo: 2hrs 30min

					The underground city up to Place Ville-Marie: 1hr

					How to get around

					On foot

				

				

				Dare-Dare

				[urban art, experimentation, emerging artists]

				The tour starts at the exit of Saint-Laurent metro station.

				The Quartier des Spectacles presents itself as a unifying force, and this takes on its full meaning here, in front of the first stop on our tour: Centre Dare-Dare (1 [image: Arts visuels]) (corner of Rue Saint-Dominique and Boulevard De Maisonneuve), whose mobile headquarters has set up camp just near Saint-Laurent station—right in the vacant lot around the metro entrance. And yet this autonomous artists’ centre is one of the sharpest critics of the Quartier des Spectacles and its control of a large part of downtown Montréal. The centre’s mandate to support emerging artists interested in experimentation and community action puts it sharply at odds with the commercial aims of a “shows district.”

				
					[image: dare-dare_01.tif]

					The trailer of the Dare-Dare artists’ centre near Saint-Laurent metro station.

					© Photo : Geneviève Massé 

				

				With no fixed address since 2004, roving among undervalued public spaces, Dare-Dare has opted for a life on the margins, with its “urban articulation” project aptly titled Dis/location. Its office is a mobile home, its gallery the street. The trailer has always stopped in locations that suggest exclusion, such as unloved public squares (Square Viger, near Old Montréal), a nameless park in Mile End, or its current site, where it has been since spring 2012. Far from a hindrance, this way of operating has often inspired its artists in creating ephemeral works of public art and urban performance.

				You can’t miss Dare-Dare’s travelling office, completely covered in bold white and black spray paint. The comic-book-like characters, in the typical style of the En Masse art collective, draw you in—and tease you—from all angles.
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