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Avant-propos


			Headlines se compose de 21 dossiers concernant l’actualité récente des pays anglophones.


			Destiné aux élèves des classes préparatoires et plus généralement aux étudiants du premier cycle de l’enseignement supérieur, ce volume intéressera tous ceux qui abordent les questions fréquemment traitées dans la presse de ces pays.


			Chaque dossier pose un problème auquel répond l’essai introductif. Cet essai est suivi de notes explicatives et d’extraits de presse, données statistiques ou graphiques, chronologie, fiche de vocabulaire thématique, qui permettront au lecteur d’approfondir sa connaissance du problème en question.


			S’ensuit une partie « pratique de la langue », conçue dans la perspective de la préparation des examens et concours, où le lecteur est invité à rédiger en anglais des réponses à des questions sur ce qu’il vient de lire ainsi qu’à traduire des phrases isolées ou des extraits de presse.


			Le lecteur pourra ainsi s’instruire tout en pratiquant la langue qu’il étudie.
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Will a trade war “Make America Great Again”?


			

			
Protectionism in the US
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The two decades before the 2008 financial crisis were called by many experts the golden age of globalization, with sustained* increases in cross-border flows of goods, money and people. As more markets opened for investment, helped by better communications, improved transports and cuts in tariffs, commerce soared* and national economies became more integrated with each other, while increased competition meant more choice and lower prices for consumers. The US has played a major role in leading this global trade system since the creation of the GATT (1), so how can President Trump’s recent spate of* protectionist measures and anti-globalization stance be explained?
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			The 2008 financial crisis and the collapse* of the banking system weakened western economies and took its toll on American workers: wages fell, the unemployment rate peaked* at 10 percent in 2009 and the number of manufacturing jobs dropped sharply. In the meantime, American tech companies and carmakers went on relocating* jobs to Asia or Mexico, where they could rely on a cheaper labor force.
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			Against the backdrop of a slowdown in global growth* over the post crisis period, alongside increasing resentment from those who felt they had not benefited from the globalization of the last 20 years, President Trump’s populist campaign rhetoric appealed to millions of American voters. He promised to “Make America Great Again” (2) and to work in the interests of ordinary American workers who felt they were finally given a voice.


			

			For the Trump administration protectionism is a quick and easy way to save or create jobs, to reduce the trade deficit by replacing imports with domestic production, and by adopting measures supposed to force US companies to produce in the USA.
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That’s why on his first day in office President Trump pulled out of* the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) (3), his main argument being that it would undermine* the US economy and push more manufacturing jobs overseas. He also launched the renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) (4), a multilateral trade agreement which President Trump considered as “the single worst deal ever approved.”
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			The following months the Trump administration bypassed* the World Trade Organization (WTO) rules and started a trade war, gradually imposing tariffs and quotas on steel and aluminum imports, but also on machinery and consumer goods including food, mobile phones and clothing. These import duties hit long trading allies such as the EU, Canada or Mexico, along with other countries like China (5) or South Korea which each hit back by imposing their own tariffs as a retaliatory measure against the surge of US trade barriers. For instance, the European Union’s response was to file a WTO dispute* and the immediate imposition of a 25 percent tariff on some of the most iconic American goods, such as Harley-Davidson motorcycles, blue jeans and orange juice, a list covering $3.2 billion of US products in 2017. China imposed retaliatory tariffs on aluminum waste and other products, mostly affecting the US food and transportation industries.


			

			However, although President Trump repeatedly tweeted that a trade war was “easy to win,” his protectionist measures have been criticized.
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In his book Globalization and its Discontent, Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate in Economics, explains that forcing US tech companies or carmakers that had moved production overseas, to reshore their operations to the US, would not bring back most of the manufacturing jobs that have disappeared in recent decades. He argues that advances in technology and automation, not trade, are mainly responsible for the loss of these jobs in advanced nations. Likewise for the WTO, protectionism will only reduce consumer purchasing power and harm* the competitiveness of domestic firms. The effect of the retaliatory tariffs has already been felt by American farmers who were granted $12 billion in subsidies* for their lost export sales in July 2018.


			

			Hence another crucial question for American consumers and companies: who will bear the cost of the increasing tariffs? While some successful tech companies like Apple can accept thinner margins, the ones that cannot afford to do so will pass the costs to American consumers.
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Even if it is clear that the last 20 years of globalization have fueled* discontent in developed countries, it remains to be seen whether protectionist measures will boost the US economy, reduce unemployment, and improve living standards. Automation and the changing nature of the job market imply that heavy investment in education and training are essential to develop the industries of the future. Moreover in the current interconnected world it seems essential to foster international cooperation rather than division to tackle other pressing global issues, such as tax-dodging*, terrorism or the effects of climate change.


			

			Basic vocabulary


			stance = point of view weaken = make something weak ≠ strengthen = make something strong take its toll on = have a very negative impact on rely [rɪˈlaɪ] on = count on against the backdrop of = F dans le contexte de resentment [rɪˈzentmənt] = feeling of anger appeal to someone = F plaire à quelqu’un surge = sudden increase likewise = F de même hence = F d’où it remains to be seen whether = F reste à savoir si boost = stimulate imply = mean foster = encourage, promote


			Notes


			1 The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was formed in 1948 after World War II. It was intended to boost economic recovery after the war. The main objective of the GATT was to expand international trade by eliminating or reducing quotas, tariffs and subsidies. The different rounds of negotiations under the GATT eventually led to the creation of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in January 1995. Its main purpose is to help trade flow as freely as possible, while offering a forum for global trade negotiations and handling trade disputes. It has 164 members, which represents 98 percent of world trade.


			2 Make America Great Again (MAGA) was a slogan used by President Trump during his campaign. It refers to the heyday* of American manufacturing which lasted from the end of World War II to the 1974 oil crisis. In the mid 60’s, 90 percent of cars sold in the USA were built by US carmakers against roughly* half this rate today. The decline in the manufacturing and steel industries* led to massive unemployment in the Northeast and the Midwest regions, sometimes also called the ‘Rust Belt’. Trump gained many supporters in this area because he promised to reduce unemployment by forcing companies to move their operations back to the region.


			heyday = âge d’or roughly [ˈrʌfli] = approximately steel industry = sidérurgie


			3 The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is a multilateral trade agreement signed in 2016, initially between 12 countries of the Pacific Rim, but it never came into effect after the US withdrawal in 2017. It was renegotiated and become the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (see timeline).


			4 The North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) signed in 1994 led to huge growth in trade in North America between Canada, the USA and Mexico. However, it was heavily blamed for lowering wages and displacing up to 850,000 manufacturing jobs to Mexico where labor rates are much lower than in the U.S. Yet some analysts argue that the loss of manufacturing jobs has more to do with new technologies than with free trade deals.


			5 President Trump has accused China of “unfair” trade practices : he has repeatedly blamed China for stealing intellectual property, for forcing foreign companies to hand over their technology to their Chinese partners, and for subsidizing Chinese industries. He considers that these practices hurt American jobs and businesses, thus justifying his decision to impose tariffs.


			For further information


			▸Quote 1


			Globalization is bringing jobs. The quality of the jobs matters! These are not jobs of dignity. In many countries, workers […] are not allowed to unionize, they are not allowed to negotiate for salaries. We’re talking about jobs, but jobs that bring dignity.


			Oxfam International Executive Director, Winnie Byanyima.
2019 World Economic Forum Panel on inequality


			unionize = F se syndiquer


			Oxfam is an international non-governmental organization that helps people in need and campaigns to reduce poverty and inequality worldwide. It publishes yearly reports on inequality.


			The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international organization for Public-Private cooperation. It is best known for its annual meeting held in Davos, Geneva every year, where world leaders, academics, businessmen and activists discuss global issues, including the world economy, climate change, artificial intelligence or biotechnology. The annual meeting is also the scene of protests, activists taking this opportunity to challenge the world’s business and political elites on these topics.


			▸Quote 2


			By pulling out of the TPP and threatening trade sanctions, Trump encouraged Japan to seek* a deal with Europe that shuts out the United States. Britain, another stalwart* American ally, is considering joining the TPP. China, meanwhile, is hectically* negotiating more than a dozen trade agreements in Asia while proposing its own alternative to the TPP, a trade agreement called the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. China has also intensified efforts to build alternatives to such Western international institutions as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.


			Pankaj Mishra, The New York Times Magazine, February 2018


			seek = search for / stalwart = loyal / hectically = very busy


			The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is a global organization of 189 countries founded in 1944. Its primary aim is to help stabilize exchange rates and provide loans to countries in need.


			The World Bank concentrates on long-term loans* to developing countries.


			[image: ]loan = money lent by a bank or organization


			▸Quote 3


			Because of the disciplines of the World Trade Organization and commitments to free trade, import restrictive measures implemented since the 2008 crisis had only affected 5 percent of world trade. However, following the 1930s depression, protectionism wiped out* two-thirds of world trade. Erecting new barriers to trade would not solve the challenge of an insecure middle class, but make them worse.


			The World Trade Organization’s director-general, Roberto Azevêdo, October 2018


			wipe out = eliminate


			▸Quote 4


			“Billions of Dollars are pouring into the coffers of the U.S.A. because of the Tariffs being charged* to China. If companies don’t want to pay Tariffs, build in the U.S.A. Otherwise let’s just make our Country richer than ever before!”


			President Donald Trump on Twitter. November 29, 2018


			charge = ask for money


			▸Quote 5


			Conservative statesmen from Alexander Hamilton to Ronald Reagan sometimes supported protectionism, and at other times, they leaned toward* lowering barriers. But they always understood that trade policy was merely a tool for building a strong and independent country with a prosperous middle class.


			Robert Lighthizer, United State Trade Representative (May 2017-…)


			lean toward = prefer


			Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) was an advocate* of tariffs on imports to help pay off the debts of the newly-formed US federal government. He is considered as one of the Founding Fathers.


			Ronald Reagan (1911-2004) was the 40th president of the United States.


			[image: ]advocate [ˈædvəkət] = a person who supports an idea, a plan…
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			■ 1789 	The Hamilton Tariff is the first important piece of legislation for the newly formed United States and is adopted to provide a source of revenue for the federal government and pay the debts accumulated during the American War of Independence.


			■ 1816 	The Dallas Tariff is aimed at protecting US manufacturers from foreign competition.


			■ 1890 	The McKinley Tariff is adopted to protect growing industries within the United States from foreign competition. It results in increased prices for consumers who generally oppose it.


			■ 1913 	The Underwood Tariff lowers tariff rates from 40 percent to 26 percent. The loss in revenue is compensated by the implementation of a federal income tax.


			■ 1930 	The Smoot-Hawley Tariff increases tariffs on agricultural and industrial goods. In the context of the Great Depression, US trading partners retaliate by raising their own tariff rates, dramatically reducing international trade. Some economists will later argue that it worsened the effects of the Great Depression.


			■ 1934 	The Reciprocal Tariff Act gives the President of the United States the power to negotiate bilateral trade agreements with international partners. It leads to an overall decline in US tariff rates and enables the liberalization of international trade policies.


			■ 1944 	The Bretton Woods Conference results in the creation of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) which would later become the World Bank. During the conference representatives from 44 nations agreed on post-war monetary policies and greater economic cooperation to achieve both peace and prosperity.


			■ 1989 	The Canada-US Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) is signed, which leads to a liberalization of trade between the two countries. This agreement ends with NAFTA.


			■ 1994 	NAFTA comes into effect: the trade agreement eliminates almost all tariffs between the United States, Mexico and Canada and forms the world’s largest free trade area.


			■ 2001 	China enters the World Trade Organization.


			■ July 2013 	The US and the EU start negotiating on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).


			■ Early 2016 	The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) pact is signed during President Obama’s term.


			■ January 2017 	President Trump officially withdraws the United States from the TPP. The 11 remaining countries will renegotiate the deal and sign the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) a year after.


			■ 2018 	After renegotiating the terms of NAFTA, Canada, the United States and Mexico sign the new U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement (USMCA). The modernized trade agreement addresses issues such as e-commerce, the protection of intellectual property and the protection of the environment, with most changes affecting the automotive industry. According to the Office of the United States Trade Representative it also ensures fairer trade in agriculture and a more balanced trade to support manufacturing between the three countries.


			Trump’s trade war: a few key dates


			■ January 2018 	The Trump administration imposes tariffs on $8.5 billion in imports of solar panels and $1.8 billion of washing machines.


			■ March 2018 	President Trump imposes tariffs on steel (25%) and aluminum (10%). He exempts Canada and Mexico due to the pending NAFTA negotiations and the EU until June 2018.


			■ April 2018 	China retaliates by imposing tariffs on sorghum imports from the United States.


			■ May 2018 	South Korea challenges the solar panel and washing machine tariffs through the WTO, claiming they violate WTO rules.


			■ June 2018 	End of tariff exemptions on steel and aluminum on imports from the European Union, Canada and Mexico. The EU imposes its own tariffs covering $3.2 billion of US products.


			■ June 2018 	The US implements a first wave of tariffs against $34 billion worth of Chinese imports. China retaliates and imposes its own duties on US goods.


			■ July 2018 	Canada strikes back and imposes tariffs on US products totaling $12.8 billion.
The USA files separate disputes at the WTO against Canada, China, Mexico and the European Union challenging the retaliatory tariffs imposed in response to the US tariffs on steel and aluminum.


			■ August 2018 	China files WTO dispute against US solar panel tariffs claiming they have damaged China’s trade interests.


			■ September 2018 	New phase of tariffs on Chinese and American goods goes into effect.


			■ Dec. 2018 onward 	The USA and China start negotiating new term deals.
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Questions


			1.Quote 1	According to Winnie Byanyima, to what extent are the jobs generated by globalization unsatisfactory?


			2.Quote 2	For Pankaj Mishra, what could the outcome of Trump’s trade war be on a global scale?


			3.Quote 3	Why does Roberto Azevêdo claim that the role of the WTO is essential?


			4.Quote 4	Why is Donald Trump satisfied with the new tariffs?


			5.Quote 5	What does Robert Lighthizer want to prove in this quotation?


			Translation into English


			1.Le commerce a toujours été conditionné par la technologie, mais le développement rapide des technologies numériques ces derniers temps pourrait profondément transformer le commerce international au cours des prochaines années.


			2.Une des raisons pour lesquelles Trump s’est lancé dans cette guerre commerciale était de réduire le déficit commercial, qu’il considère comme un signe que les États-Unis sont perdants par rapport aux autres nations.


			3.L’incertitude économique générée par les tarifs douaniers de l’administration américaine a freiné les investissements en Europe.


			4.Selon certains experts, la montée du protectionnisme dans l’industrie sidérurgique à l’échelle mondiale mènera probablement à une plus forte régionalisation du commerce.


			5.Christine Lagarde, directrice générale du Fonds Monétaire International (FMI), a prévenu que si des droits de douane de 25 % étaient appliqués sur tous les échanges commerciaux entre les deux plus grandes économies mondiales, le produit intérieur brut (PIB) américain diminuerait de 0,6 %.


			6.L’Organisation Mondiale du Commerce a abaissé ses prévisions de croissance du commerce international pour 2019 et 2020, après avoir enregistré un ralentissement du commerce des marchandises en 2018.


			7.Les statistiques montrent qu’en 2009, les électeurs républicains défendaient avec plus de ferveur que les démocrates les traités de libre-échange, alors qu’en 2016 la majorité des républicains défendaient une hausse des droits de douane.


			8.Actuellement, l’activité économique mondiale bascule vers le secteur tertiaire qui est plus difficile à vendre au-delà des frontières nationales.


			9.Les militants altermondialistes revendiquent une autre forme de mondialisation, qui ferait plus attention aux droits des travailleurs et des minorités, à l’environnement et à l’égalité économique.


			10.L’administration américaine pousse Beijing à accepter de baisser les subventions sur les exportations chinoises et à accepter des mesures radicales pour protéger la propriété intellectuelle américaine.
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Is big data worth the loss of privacy?


			
Technology and Privacy
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			Although “big data” literally refers to the size of information, it has tended to relate to its analytic usefulness. The expression appeared in the 1990s when the Internet started to be more commonly used. To be of any value, the data harvested* needs to be analysed. Because the data collected is varied and its quantity keeps growing, there is a necessity for very performant software to store, analyse and process the information. Its practical application concerns many fields*, be it in medicine or politics. Businesses use analytics to stay competitive. Large companies such as Amazon use data warehouses where they can store and analyse the data, such as credit card transactions.
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			Accepting to share our data means that we can have tailored* services such as targeted advertising, insurances based on our activities, adapted medical treatment and so on. For example, Apple is developing apps to be used in the medical field via a software called “ResearchKit”. The company claims that it wants to improve medical research by sharing data collected by smartphones or smartwatches. Among other things, they are trying to develop an app that would use facial recognition to detect autism as early as 18 months of age. It’s because of the amount of data collected that apps can be so performant. It’s also because the app users will constantly provide more data to make the analysis more accurate. All in all, the growing number of connected devices – the Internet of things – means that one person is more easily identified. Models are built that help predict risks, emotional states and so on.
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			Using social networks, a search engine or purchasing online, are among the daily activities that create data. By leaving digital trails online, our identity can be easily reconstructed. Data brokers* specialize in gathering data and selling it to companies for their own use. In sales, data (such as age, gender, habits…) is used to target potential clients. This data can be also used politically for campaigners to send appropriate messages to voters (1). The role of social media during Donald Trump’s Presidential campaign and the Brexit campaign has been much discussed as voters have been shown to be influenced on popular platforms.


		

				

					failles


				


			


			

				

					généraliste


				


			


			

				

					proverb


				


			


			

				

					prêt


				


			


			Our online activity produces constant data which reveals our identity. Besides, because sensitive information is also often recorded online, it is subjected to breaches*, endangering confidentiality. For example, in the United Kingdom, the NHS (2) has made GP* records accessible online. The fact that private information could be leaked or hacked means that even confidentiality clauses cannot fully protect users. As the saying* goes, “if you have nothing to hide you have nothing to fear”, but it is difficult to fathom the consequences of revealing information that might appear as trivial. One could indeed see a bank loan* refused or an increase in insurance premium because of one’s medical records.


			

				

					≠ utopian 


				


			


			This dystopian* future of a mass surveillance society (3) like the one depicted in George Orwell’s Nineteen eighty-four (4) can easily be put in place with the use of big data analysis. In China, a social credit system is being tested rating citizens depending on their good behaviour. It is difficult to know exactly how this system is implemented but watchdogs have claimed that such a rating system has already been used to ban blacklisted citizens from travelling.


			

				

					en Occident


				


			


			

				

					appliquée


				


			


			In the Western world*, some steps have been taken towards protecting personal data. In the European Union, the General Data Protection Regulation was enforced* in May 2018. As a consequence, many companies revised their data protection policy, and it resulted in more transparency as companies had to ask for clients’ consent to use their personal data. Individuals have been given more power concerning their information. However, this power is only theoretical: firstly, because users give their consent to terms and conditions of use that they don’t read or sometimes can’t even understand and secondly, because most people want to continue to use the same services online – free services whose implicit price is personal data.


			

				

					withdrawing, refusing to participate


				


			


			It can’t be denied that big data allows the development of technology that will make our lives easier thanks to personalised services. However, unless it is used for vital purposes (advancing medical research), these services are not worth the loss of privacy but, unfortunately, in our world, opting out* on a large scale would mean to stop using the Internet altogether, and this does not seem like a realistic alternative.


			

			Basic vocabulary


			software (uncountable) = F logiciel store = keep, hoard advertising = F publicité and so on = etc. company (FA) = F entreprise claim = assert, state improve = make better among other things = F entre autres provide = give accurate = exact digital = F numérique gather = collect, bring together leak = become known hack = F pirater implement = put into effect watchdog = a person or a group that monitors the activity of a company or a government F veilleur, garde-fou rating = classification, ranking ban = forbid result in = provoke It can’t be denied that = F on ne peut pas nier que purpose = aim, goal


			Notes


			1 The Cambridge Analytica scandal shed light on how data could be used to influence voters. In 2018 it was revealed that the company Cambridge Analytica acquired personal data from millions of Facebook users without their consent. The company worked for Donald Trump’s Presidential campaign to target messages to voters.


			2 The National Health Service (NHS) is the UK’s health service. It was founded in 1948 and is free of use. The system is facing a financial crisis as well as staff shortages. Some commentators warn against a progressive privatization of the NHS.


			3 Mass surveillance is organised by governmental agencies and security organisations like Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) in the UK and the National Security Agency (NSA) in the USA. Their actions are often controversial. In June 2013, Edward Snowden leaked in the newspapers The Guardian and The Washington Post documents disclosing the NSA’s involvement in attempts at global surveillance. The first leak revealed that the NSA collected phone records of more than 120 million people.


			4 The most famous dystopian fiction about surveillance is George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four published in 1949. The story is set in the year 1984 in Oceania (formerly Great Britain), and the world is controlled by totalitarian regimes. The main character, Winston Smith, hates the Party which is in power and dreams of rebellion. In the novel, Big Brother, the party leader, undergoes a constant monitoring of the citizens by using telescreens. Across town, posters that read “BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU” can be found.


			For further information


			▸Quote 1


			Data appropriation is a form of exploitation because companies use data to create value without providing people with comparable compensation. While some might argue that Google and Facebook pay us for our data with “free” services, this still does not account for* the multitude of data appropriators that have no intention to provide* some kind of mutual benefit to those whose data they possess.


			Jathan Sadowski, The Guardian, August 31st, 2016.


			account for = explain / provide = give


			▸Quote 2


			By now, most internet users are aware that they are being watched, but may not yet appreciate the implications of it. […] One of the spooks* [from the NSA] with whom I discussed Snowden’s revelations waxed* indignant about our coverage of the story. What bugged* him (pardon the pun*) was the unfairness of having state agencies pilloried*, while firms such as Google and Facebook, which, in his opinion, conducted much more intensive surveillance than the NSA or GCHQ, got off scot free*. His argument was that he and his colleagues were at least subject to some degree of democratic oversight*, but the companies, whose business model is essentially “surveillance capitalism”, were entirely unregulated.


			John Naughton, The Guardian, June 18th, 2017.


			spook = spy / wax = become / bug = annoy, bother / pun = word play / pillory = attack publicly / scot free = without punishment / oversight = supervision


			▸Quote 3


			Smartphones and the internet have made data abundant, ubiquitous* and far more valuable. Whether you are going for a run, watching TV or even just sitting in traffic, virtually* every activity creates a digital trace—more raw* material for the data distilleries. As devices from watches to cars connect to the internet, the volume is increasing […] Meanwhile, artificial-intelligence (AI) techniques such as machine learning extract more value from data. Algorithms can predict when a customer is ready to buy, a jet-engine needs servicing or a person is at risk of a disease. […]


			This abundance of data changes the nature of competition. Technology giants have always benefited from network effects: the more users Facebook signs up, the more attractive signing up becomes for others. With data there are extra network effects. By collecting more data, a firm has more scope* to improve its products, which attracts more users, generating even more data, and so on.


			The Economist, May 6th, 2017.


			ubiquitous = omnipresent / virtually = almost / raw = unrefined / scope = opportunity, possibility


			▸Quote 4


			With a growing emphasis on wellness and prevention, today’s health care is as much about getting and staying healthy as it is about treating illness. And digital technologies, which make it easier and even fun to stay in shape, are playing an ever bigger and more important role. There are more than 165,000 health-related apps now available, and this year alone manufacturers worldwide will ship more than 100 million wearable devices, a number that’s climbed steadily for several years. The latest generation of devices may even provide the kind of health information once available only from a doctor’s office visit.


			WP Brandstudio, The Washington Post, December 4th, 2017.


			▸Quote 5


			At their simpler end, techniques used include automated accounts to like, share and post on the social networks. Such accounts can serve to game algorithms to push content on to curated* social feeds. They can drown out* real, reasoned debate between humans in favour of a social network populated by argument and soundbites* and they can simply make online measures of support, such as the number of likes, look larger – crucial in creating the illusion of popularity.


			Alex Hern, The Guardian, 19 June 2017.


			curated = organized and selected using professional knowledge / drown out = be louder, make invisible / soundbites = brief statements


			▸Quote 6


			What’s more, the very operating systems of the social media giants – Google, Facebook, YouTube – rest on algorithms that function in ways mysterious even to those who own them. […] These are not the robots of science fiction past, lumbering* towards us, their arms stiff and eyes cold. They are unseen, ghosts in the machine. But they are exerting enormous influence on our lives. They understand our foibles*, poke at our fears, keep us hooked to* our screens – and are now involved in raising our children and picking our leaders in ways we would never have chosen.


			Jonathan Freedland, The Guardian, 17 November 2017.


			lumbering = moving heavily / foibles = weaknesses / hooked to = addicted to


			Data is the new oil* is a slogan that has gained popularity in businesses as it highlights the value of data. It also points out that, just like oil, data needs to be mined* and refined to be used. Some critics have even pushed the comparison to the point that it shows that data is creating an online pollution: because people know they are being watched, they change their behaviour.


			[image: ]oil = petrol / mine = obtain (from a mine)


			Surveillance capitalism is a concept that accounts for the mutation of capitalism due to the commodification* of private data. Human experience is transformed into raw material* that is exploited by internet giants such as Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon and Microsoft (the famous GAFAM). The difference with traditional capitalism is that people do not play a part in the collection of data – which is often done without their knowing or their understanding.


			[image: ]commodification = merchandising / raw material = unprocessed substance
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			■ 1949  Publication of Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell.


			■ 1959 		The term “machine learning” was coined.


			■ 1989 		Tim Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web.


			■ 1994 		Jeff Bezos founded Amazon.


			■ 1998 		Creation of Google by Larry Page and Sergey Brin.


			■ 2004 		Creation of Facebook by Mark Zuckerberg.


			■ 2011 		Creation of the first modern digital virtual assistant: Siri.


			■ 2013 		Edward Snowden leaked secret files belonging to the NSA.


			■ 2015 		Commercialisation in the US the Amazon Echo (smart speaker).


			■ 2018 		Cambridge Analytica’s activities became known to the public.


									Enforcement of the General Data Protection Regulation.


			■ 2019 		Publication of The Age of Surveillance Capitalism by Shoshana Zuboff.


			[image: ]Practice


Questions


			1.Quote 1	Why should we expect a compensation for our data?


			2.Quote 2	Why is the person interviewed offended by the accusations against the NSA?


			3.Quote 3	What is the “network effects” and why does it change the nature of competition?


			4.Quote 4	What are the benefits of connected devices?


			5.Quote 5	What sort of manipulation is presented in this passage?


			6.Quote 6	What are the effects of the use of algorithms on social media?


			Translation into English


			Nos « données personnelles » nous appartiennent : monétisons-les !


			Par quel étrange renoncement sommes-nous devenus de la chair à algorithmes ? Tous les jours, nous abandonnons une partie de nous-mêmes à des plates-formes numériques, appâtés par l’illusion de la gratuité. Nos données personnelles les plus intimes, concernant nos goûts, nos déplacements ou nos amours, sont passées à la moulinette, collectées, agrégées, souvent revendues, et ultimement utilisées pour orienter et contrôler nos comportements.


			En cliquant sur des conditions d’utilisation […] que nous n’avons pas le temps ni la capacité de lire, encore moins de comprendre ou de négocier, nous courons vers notre servitude volontaire. Les géants du Web bâtissent leur fortune sur les dépouilles de notre identité.


			Le Monde, 5.2.2018


			Essay question


			Is the collection of data an improvement or a limitation of our civil liberties?
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Is there a viable future for 10 billion people?


			
Population Growth and the Environment


			On October 31, 2011 the world population reached seven billion. Improved living conditions in the 19th and 20th century led to falling death rates and meant that the world population has been skyrocketing. In 1950, 2.5 billion people lived on the planet, and, globally, women had on average 5.2 children. Even though this number is now plummeting (2.4 in 2018) it is estimated that we will be 10-12 billion people living on the planet by 2100.
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			It is generally agreed that the Earth is overcrowded and cannot support so many people. At the end of the 18th century, Thomas Malthus developed a theory predicting that the world population would be higher than the availability of resources (1). It turned out* that food supply increased with demography thanks to technological advances. The number of people living on Earth puts nonetheless a serious strain* on natural resources.
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			Overpopulation is often symbolized by sprawling* cities, polluted air, shortages of food and water. Such concerns have found their way in popular fiction. In 1968 The Population Bomb which predicted worldwide famine because of the state of the environment, became a best seller. More recently, the novel Ready Player One and the film Downsizing both take as a starting point overpopulation and the resulting scarcity* of resources. These catastrophic scenarios reflect the growing concern of the general opinion.
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			Experts generally tend to agree that population growth must be checked*. Controlling demography has been shown to depend on several factors, among which access to contraception, education of women, the stability of a country and natality policies (2). For instance, the famous one-child policy in China is said to have prevented* the birth of 400 million people.


			

				

					opposed


				


			


			

				

					weakened


				


			


			However, as the environmental strain of overpopulation pushes politicians, associations and sometimes individuals to work towards limiting birth rates, these efforts are thwarted* by those who argue that demographic growth ensures economic growth. Paying for pensions and providing workforce can only be achieved by demographic growth. This argument has motivated pronatalist policies. These policies have been seriously undermined* as they do not seem as necessary as before: unemployment rates are high in Europe, there is less need for recruits in the military…Besides, instead of pronatalist policy, immigration could also be a boost to the working population, like in Germany where women now have 1.4 babies on average – even though such measures do not receive widespread approval.
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			Birth rates are not homogenous worldwide: rich countries tend to have stable or dropping birth rates while poor countries still have high natality rates. While North America, Europe and China have stable birth rates, they are major polluters and are responsible for most of the depletion of natural resources. And indeed, overpopulation appears to some as a red herring* since* the real problem is not so much the number of people but the way humans live. If everyone lived like an upper-middle-class North American, 2 billion people would not even be sustainable whereas if we all lived like a traditional Indian villager, the planet could support 12 billion people.
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					put into operation


				


			


			Another distinction must be made between countryside and city. The latter* experience most of the growth but that is due to* urbanisation and not to soaring birth rates because in cities, small families have become the norm. For example, while women have on average 4.3 children in Kenya, this number drops to 2.7 in Nairobi. Cities thus* appear as the very place where a sustainable future may be found. In cities people can take public transport, recycle, and this is where most environmentally-friendly processes are carried out*. In cities too, people have fewer children as they don’t have the need for more workforce and children are expensive to educate.


			

				

					ouvre la voie à


				


			


			There is therefore a viable future for 10 billion people only if models of consumption evolve. Eating habits for example must be changed. Livestock production is a major player in habitat loss and destruction of wildlife. Changing our diet is consequently one possibility to ensure a sustainable future for a large population (3). However, as long as our society is based on growth and the exploitation of natural resources, sustaining 10 billion people seems impossible. Some have put forward solutions that do not question our model of consumption. Technology can indeed bring some answers to the disastrous effects of overpopulation while preserving our way of living: the air can be cleaned thanks to generators, GMOs make it possible to produce more (4) and our capacity to travel in space paves the way for* colonisation of other planets (5).


			

			Basic vocabulary


			living conditions = F conditions de vie death rates = F taux de mortalité skyrocketing = increasing suddenly plummeting = falling straight down overcrowded = overpopulated supply = F réserves shortages = F pénuries depend on = F dépendre de birth rates = F taux de natalité pensions (FA) = F retraites workforce = F main-d’œuvre unemployment rates = F taux de chômage refugees = F réfugiés polluters = F pollueurs responsible for = F responsable de depletion of = F épuisement de(s) upper-middle-class = F haute bourgeoisie, classe moyenne supérieur sustainable = F durable public transport = F transports en commun environmentally-friendly = F écologique consumption = F consommation livestock = farm animals GMOs = genetically-modified organisms, F OGM


			Notes


			1 In 1798, demographer and political economist Thomas Malthus published An Essay on the Principle of Population in which he explains that growth in food production, while improving the living conditions of the population, has only short-term benefits because it also leads to population growth which means that the availability of food supply is diminished. Because population growth evolves geometrically while food growth evolves arithmetically, he forecasted starvation for the future. His thoughts were criticized even at the time.


			2 Natality policies refer to state intervention concerning birth control. Such policies can either be pro-natalist or anti-natalist. Famous examples include the one-child policy in China introduced in 1978. More drastic measures such as coerced sterilisation were taken in Asia in the 1970s. Pro-natalist policies include schemes or laws that encourage people to procreate. Longer maternity leaves for women and family allowance can be considered as incentives. As recently as 2016, posters in Italy reading “Beauty knows no age…Fertility does” were put up by the government to promote natality.


			3 In 2017, WWF published an alarming report that urged populations to change their diets: “[T]oday’s food system occupies ever more land, uses more freshwater resources, and contributes significantly to environmental degradation, habitat loss and climate change. These impacts in turn drive wide-scale biodiversity loss and extinctions, making once abundant species rare, and threatening the future of important ecosystems. The UK food supply alone is directly linked to the extinction of an estimated 33 species at home and abroad.” The reasons are manifold but one can see that the increase in population, coupled with a growing middle-class which has adopted Western habits, means that the demand for meat has soared over the last decades. Meat consumption is held responsible for deforestation and gas emission.


			4 Alleviating world hunger could be achieved thanks to GMOs by reducing costs and improving the scale of production. In the 1990s, the Golden Rice project was introduced to combat vitamin A deficiency. The use of GMOs is however highly controversial for environmental and health reasons. In March 2019, a lawsuit was won against the agribusiness giant Monsanto (recently bought by Bayer).


			5 Elon Musk, the founder of private aerospace manufacturer Space X, claims that the future of humanity is on Mars. For him, colonising Mars is a priority in the event of a third world war. Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon, has also invested in private space flights as he sees that planet Earth is running out of resources. Going to space to save the Earth, to paraphrase the billionaire, is highly criticized as investments could be used for other purposes such as fighting climate change.


			For further information


			▸Quote 1


			Population control doesn’t rock the boat* very much; it doesn’t fundamentally alter the distribution of wealth and power today. Indeed, it plays into a colonialistic narrative that the fecund masses of the global south are to blame* for the environmental crisis, and suggests that the solution is more development (with its population-limiting effects). In comparison, it is far more disruptive to the present world order to challenge economic growth, globalisation, and development.


			Fred Pearce, The Guardian, 19 March 2018.


			rock the boat = disrupt, make a change /blame = accuse


			2.1 is the average number of children per women considered as the replacement level. Reaching this target* means that the world population would be stable. The 0.1 accounts for* childhood deaths and gender bias*.


			[image: ]target = objective / accounts for = explains / bias = prejudice, preference


			▸Quote 2


			Having fewer children is also undoubtedly positive from an environmental point of view; recent research has found that having one fewer child reduces a parent’s carbon footprint by 58 tonnes of CO2 a year. Capping* our consumption, said Harper, was crucial, not least because countries in Africa and Asia, where the fastest population rises were occurring would need a bigger share of resources if global inequality were to be curbed*.


			Nicola Davis, The Guardian, 26 December 2018.


			capping = limiting /curbed = controlled, restricted


			▸Quote 3


			Mr Simon [an economist] […] was able to say [in 1980] that rising population was not a problem: increased demand attracts investment, producing more. But this process only applies to things with a price—not if they are free, as are some of the most important global goods—a healthy atmosphere, fresh water, non-acidic oceans, furry* wild animals. Perhaps, then, slower population growth would reduce the pressure on fragile environments and conserve unpriced resources?


			The Economist, 22 October 2011.


			bet = gamble /furry = covered with hair


			▸Quote 4


			The broadly held prejudice, in the medical profession and much of the rest of society, is that becoming a parent is the right and inevitable choice. Over recent years and decades, it’s become more acceptable for mixed-race couples to have children, and single women, and gay couples, and women over the age of 40, and that’s all good. Acceptance has been slower to come for the decision not to have children. There’s now a fledgling* childfree* movement, but some who are part of it say they still feel like they’re violating a taboo. Real reproductive freedom has to include social acceptance of the decision not to reproduce. When we achieve that, […]it will mean fewer Americans making a mess* of the planet, and a little more breathing room for those of us who are already here or on the way.


			Lisa Hymas, grist.org, Tuesday 27 September 2011.


			fledging = new, just starting / childfree = without children / making a mess = make dirty, not taking care of


			[image: ]Population growth
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