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			Back cover

			The dissolution of the Order of the Temple and the persecution of the Knights Templar in the 14th century continue to leave their mark. Why did King Philip the Fair and Pope Clement V set out to destroy them? What secrets did the Knights Templar hold that made them such a threat? How did the Knights Templar escape persecution over the centuries and safeguard their incredible secret?

			Following on from The Da Vinci Code, which revealed the existence of the Order of the Priory of Sion, Jean-Patrick Pourtal takes us on an incredible investigative journey spanning more than seven centuries. The author develops his hypotheses on the historical implications of the Knights Templar, mixing royal dynasty and hidden messages. He returns to mythical sites such as Arginy, Gisors and Rennes-le-Château, and meets some of the characters who were instrumental in the Templar revival attempts.

			 

			Jean-Patrick Pourtal, born in 1960, has been fascinated by the mysteries of history since he was thirteen. An author and lecturer, he is a regular columnist on the BTLV channel, the No. 1 medium for mysteries and the unexplained.
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			Preamble

			When Max Milo asked me to write a book about the Priory of Sion, I must admit I hesitated for a long time!

			How do I approach a subject that I know to be complex, and which has led many people on a quest that is as incredible as it is absurd? For me, the real question was: how did we arrive at this fascination and conviction, which for many was a truth? 

			So I decided to take on the profile of a “historian” of esotericism and mystery. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not an academic historian, I don’t have the qualifications required to claim that title, but my scientific training enables me to set up, at the level of my little grey cells, analytical processes that enable me to understand complex aspects in many fields, and particularly in the human domain.

			The study of the Priory of Sion is as much about esotericism, sociology and French and European history as it is about politics. 

			And it’s these aspects that I’m going to try to explore in the course of this work.

			In the course of our “journey”, which could be described as “initiatory”, we’ll come across esoteric movements such as the Knights Templar, to whom I’ll devote a lengthy study here, and places where treasures are said to have been hidden, such as Arginy, Gisors and Rennes-le-Château. The history of the Temple and its evolution over the centuries, as well as the various places where its presence is attested, or not, served as supports and “propaganda” vectors for this mysterious movement known as the Priory of Sion.

			There’s no doubt that a form of mass manipulation has been in place for very specific purposes, with clearly established plans, by men in the shadows, for almost eighty years of activity.

			This study was made possible by various meetings and exchanges with people and representatives of more or less discreet, more or less secret esoteric societies.

			When we speak of the Priory of Sion, we can only refer to the “famous” Pierre Plantard. Pierre Plantard, the man who has made it famous over the last eighty years. However, I won’t go into the profile and history of the man he was, or the polemical commitments of his youth, as other authors have done this particularly well, with skill and discernment.1

			 

			 

			

			
				
						1. Christian Doumergue and Thierry E. Garnier, Le prieuré de Sion, Arqua, 2012.Geneviève Béduneau, Qui êtes-vous, monsieur Plantard, Dervy, 2019. 


				

			

		

	
		
			Introduction

			How could anyone have imagined that a book written by an American author would have such an impact on modern society, even in the most remote corners of the globe? 

			This book, published in 2003 in the USA and in 2004 in France by Lattès, is the famous Da Vinci Code.

			In the course of its reading, the public discovers an extraordinary world made up of secret societies, incredible characters and, above all, a thousand-year-old secret that is nothing less than the existence of a dynastic descent going back to Jesus Christ! So Jesus did have descendants!

			 

			But how could this be, since according to the canonical Gospels, Jesus was celibate and died on the cross at the age of thirty-three!

			 

			In Dan Brown’s novel, Jesus is said to have had a love affair with Mary Magdalene, resulting in the birth of a child—or, more precisely, a child who, over the centuries, has been passed down to the present day, as Dan Brown’s heroine, Sophie Neveu, is said to be the last descendant of the Christ line.

			Evidently, over the centuries, this lineage, this descendant of Jesus, was sought to be eliminated by the Catholic Church, governed and directed by the Vatican. 

			 

			As in all good novels, Dan Brown, not escaping the rule of good guys and bad guys, gives the role of the “bad guy” to the notorious Opus Dei2, which does not want anyone to think that Jesus had descendants. As for the good guys, Dan Brown gives this role to a secret society that has been responsible for protecting this lineage for almost 2,000 years. This secret society is called the Priory of Sion!

			 

			For many readers, this novel goes beyond the realm of romance. They are convinced that behind this opus lies a truth, and in particular that of the marriage of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. 

			Indeed, if we refer to the apocryphal Gospels discovered in 1945 at Nag Hammadi in Egypt, and more specifically to the Gospels of Philip and Mary, we find that the relationship between Jesus and Mary Magdalene is particularly ambiguous, since in the Gospel of Philip it is written that “Jesus kissed Mary Magdalene on…”! Unluckily, right on this passage, there’s a hole in the parchment. For many researchers, including academics, it is highly likely that the missing expression is “on the mouth”.

			 

			Dan Brown’s readers fell for it. They concluded that the American’s novel was not fiction, but revealed a hidden truth!

			 

			And if it were true that Jesus and Mary Magdalene had a love affair, as the Nag Hammadi apocrypha might imply, leaving descendants, then everything described in the American’s book had to be reality!

			Indeed, in the very first pages of his book, the author sows the seeds of this ambiguity when he writes: “… all the descriptions of monuments, works of art, documents and secret rituals evoked are proven”.3

			 

			This meant that the famous Priory of Sion was a real secret society, invisible to the uninitiated. 

			 

			The reaction of people who read The Da Vinci Code was incredible. More and more groups of people referred to Mary Magdalene. This saint, a woman who had been reviled by the Catholic Church over the centuries, seemed to take her revenge and became, for modern feminists, a muse showing the strength and power of Woman through the centuries.

			 

			But what about the Priory of Sion? Where did this secret society come from? Was it pure invention on the part of the American author? Or had he found his sources elsewhere, in other works? And how had this rather average American author come to know of this secret society?

			 

			 

			

			
				
						2. Opus Dei, or “Work of God” in Latin, also known as the Prelature of the Holy Cross and Opus Dei, is an institution of the Catholic Church founded in 1928 by Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer.


						3. Dan Brown, Da Vinci code, Lattès, 2004. 


				

			

		

	
		
			I - Setting the Scene 

			These are just some of the questions I’m going to try to answer in this work, and sometimes to put forward serious hypotheses in the absence of proof.

			 

			First of all, it’s necessary to look for traces of this Priory of Sion throughout history, and… we’ve found some! But let’s be modest: the history I’m talking about is that of the last sixty-five years.

			 

			In 1982, in the UK, and in France in 1983, a book came out that was already causing a stir among fans of esoteric investigations, focusing on the relationship between Jesus and Mary Magdalene.

			 

			This book, written by three co-authors, Michael Baigent, Richard Leight and Henry Lincoln, bears the English title The Holy Blood And The Holy Grail4 and, in French-language publications, L’Énigme sacrée5 when published by Editions Pygmalion in France. It’s a 450-page slab of unknown, secret European history, where Templars, Freemasons, the Church of Rome, leading French politicians and, of course, a certain Priory of Sion come together.

			So, what does L’Énigme sacrée tell us? The three English authors take us to a small village in the Aude department, Rennes-le-Château, where, between 1885 and 1917, a strange priest served the parish. Over the course of these thirty-two years, this local priest, named Bérenger Saunière, spent a considerable fortune on astonishing constructions, strange restorations of his church and a personal estate with undeniable symbolic references. But all this was made possible for the priest only because a certain Priory of Sion was pulling the strings of his destiny! Reading this, we can deduce that the Priory of Sion was already present at the end of the 19th century!

			 

			L’Énigme sacrée is the “study” book Dan Brown used to put together and write his famous novel, so much so that some of the protagonists’ place names and surnames refer directly to the real-life characters mentioned and studied in the three Englishmen’s book. The famous Jacques Saunière, curator of the Louvre museum, is a direct reference to Bérenger Saunière, parish priest of the village of Rennes-le-Château studied in the 1983 book. The novel’s policeman, Bézu Fache, is a reference to the name of a hamlet near Rennes-le-Château, Le Bézu! The very name Leight Teibing, the sulphurous friend of Dan Brown’s hero Robert Langdon, is a reference to Richard Leight and Michael Baigent, co-authors with Henry Lincoln of L’Énigme sacrée. Yet Dan Brown is never honest enough to cite his sources. That’s why, in 2005, David Galley6 and I released our hugely successful documentary, Enquête sur les véritables mystères d’un Best-Seller7, on TF1 video.

			Dan Brown tells a fictional story that hides a very real one, inspired by a book published twenty years earlier. As such, it’s interesting to wonder what motivated the American author to write this story, a story far removed from his American preoccupations. 

			Before The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown was just one of many unsuccessful authors who, until then, had only written pulp fiction. Admittedly, each of them focused on adventurous, esoteric worlds, but with no real historical basis. Had he read L’énigme sacrée in his youth?

			In any case, the two co-authors, Richard Leight and Michael Baigent, sued him for plagiarism, but the British courts disagreed, ruling on April 7, 2006 that the notion of plagiarism could not be accepted, and ordered them to pay legal costs amounting to 1.45 million euros!

			Beyond these legal battles and obvious “pumping” of sources, even if we can’t speak of plagiarism, we must ask ourselves what motivated the authors of The Holy Enigma and The Da Vinci Code.

			 

			There’s no doubt that the authors’ real motivation was the imagined success and the dividends that went with it. But the message conveyed by L’Énigme sacrée was perfectly orchestrated for a specific purpose. But by whom? The Priory of Sion, without a doubt!

			 

			This assertion implies two obvious facts: firstly, that the Priory of Sion does exist, and secondly, that it is sufficiently persuasive to train and convince authors to carry its message, which is undoubtedly there to shake up preconceived ideas; and secondly, that it had a precise, well-thought-out plan.

			 

			The time has come to discover the historical path that led to the creation, real or mythical, of this Priory of Sion…

			 

			 

			

			
				
						4. The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail. 


						5. Michael Baigent, Richard Leight, Henry Lincoln, L'énigme sacrée, Pygmalion, 1983.


						6. David Galley is a journalist, author and film-maker. He is a regular contributor to Sophie Davant’s program C’est au programme on France 2, presenting weekly columns on mystery and the paranormal.


						7. David Galley and Jean-Patrick Pourtal, Enquête sur les véritables mystères d’un Best-Seller, Accès Public production, TF1 Vidéo distribution, 2005.


				

			

		

	
		
			II - Post-War Reconstruction

			The end of the Second World War saw the necessary reconstruction of the country and of Europe as a whole, as European nations emerged from a torment that not even the most twisted author of horror books or films could have imagined.

			The destructive wave of Nazism left modern societies in such a state of decrepitude that everything had to be rethought. Men emerged to become statesmen who, until then, had not been recognized by the peoples of Europe. In France, one man, Charles de Gaulle, with his appeal of June 18, 1940, in response to Marshal Pétain’s speech of submission to Nazi authority, became the figurehead of the struggle and resistance to the genocidal invader that was Adolf Hitler.

			At the end of the war, he became the man of reconstruction, recognized by all, and decided, with those who had joined him in June 1940, to put France and Europe back on their feet, with respect for all peoples. 

			The period of reconstruction began at the end of the war, in May 1945, when Nazi Germany surrendered.

			 

			A wind of freedom was blowing through everyone’s minds, economically, socially and philosophically. The return of deportees from the concentration camps made the French aware of the horrors orchestrated by Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler and their clique. People had been massacred because of their origin, religion, sexual orientation or philosophy.

			Millions of Jews, thousands of Gypsies, thousands of homosexuals and Freemasons were exterminated because of what they were, or what Nazism believed them to be.

			France and Europe became aware of the opportunities offered by democracy, which enables everyone to believe in what they want, think what they want and live as they want, whatever their origins.

			So, not only is Europe rebuilding itself economically and socially, but France and the Europe of Ideas are coming back to life.

			Philosophical movements are emerging from the shadows and resuming their activities, albeit less ostentatiously than before the war, but the revival is present.

			It’s worth noting that, while Freemasons were present and “visible” under the Third Republic and displayed themselves without fear, in the post-war period they became more discreet, remembering the horrors of the concentration camps in which many brothers were exterminated.

			Although General de Gaulle was wary of Freemasonry, fearing movements in the lodges that were difficult to control8, he allowed it to resume its place in French society. The same was true of all the other initiatory orders, such as the Rosicrucians and the neo-templar orders, which survived the war.

			Although he let these movements develop, he kept a close eye on them through various official and unofficial bodies.

			 

			I’ve just mentioned a number of initiatory orders that are well known to the general public, as well as the so-called neo-templar orders, which are much less well known. But who are they?

			 

			Before returning to these modern orders, it’s worth remembering what the Order of the Temple was all about!

			 

			 

			

			
				
						8. A Masonic lodge is a group of Freemasons meeting in a Masonic temple.


				

			

		

	
		
			III - The Epic of the Order of the Temple

			History tells us that this order of knight-soldiers was founded in 1118 by a Champagne knight named Hugues de Payns, whose date of birth is not really known, but is somewhere between 1070 and 1080. The presence of his signature on two charters issued by Hugues de Troyes, Count of Champagne, attests to his proximity to his suzerain. 

			Supported by Bernard de Fontaine, the future Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, born in Fontaine-Lès-Dijon in 1090, he and eight other knights set off for the Holy Land to protect pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem. King Beaudoin II of Jerusalem had his palace in what is now the al-Aqsa mosque, on the site of Solomon’s temple. He granted them the former stables of the Jewish holy place. 

			Although the original name of this group of knights was “The Poor Knights of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon”, due to the grant they were given of the ancient stables of Solomon’s temple, they were later recognized and accepted as the “Knights Templar”.

			The Order of the Temple lasted from 1118 to 1314. Over time, its power and landed wealth grew to far exceed that of many kingdoms, including France. 

			The dominance of the Christian nations over the Holy Land, following numerous crusades, collapsed in 1291 when the city of St. John of Acre was taken by the Mamluks. This marked the end of the Kingdom of Jerusalem and the era of the medieval crusades.

			The Knights Templar, then so powerful and feared by their enemies, had to leave the Holy Land they had defended for 173 years. Most of the Knights Templar returned to the kingdom of France, to numerous European commanderies, while a small number, including their Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, established the head house of the Order of the Temple in Cyprus, in the hope of one day reconquering the Holy Land.

			But the royal power of the kingdom of France, then held by King Philip IV the Fair, did not look kindly on this major military presence in his kingdom. 

			An intelligent, manipulative king who knew how to play with the power of money and always had more needs, he decided to appropriate the assets of the Order of the Temple.

			To achieve his ends, he and his two damned souls, Enguerrand de Marigny, the king’s minister, and Guillaume de Nogaret, the kingdom’s Keeper of the Seals at the time, fabricated what is now known as an incredible cabal against the Order of the Temple, accusing its members of witchcraft, simony, worshiping idols, sodomizing and, above all, denying Christ in secret meetings.

			Faced with such accusations, the Pope of the time, Clement V, could only agree with the arguments of the King of France, because, let’s not forget, the Knights Templar had only one secular authority to answer to, that of the Pope. 

			The die was cast, and on the morning of Friday October 13, 1307, all the Knights Templar in the kingdom of France were arrested without resistance. This attitude gave rise to many mysteries. Why didn’t the Templars, so powerful and battle-hardened, take up arms to defend themselves against the French king’s men? Simply because the rule of the Temple forbade them to raise a sword against a Christian unless they had been attacked three times. Caught unprepared and without their weapons in the early hours of the morning, they didn’t resist!

			 

			During the various interrogations, which took place under torture, many Templars confessed to the crimes of which they were accused, including denying Christ and spitting on the Cross. But who wouldn’t confess to just about anything after having been subjected to torture? The torturers of those times had taken the practice to a level of efficiency we can’t even imagine today. Many Templars, once returned to their dungeons, recanted their confessions, thus becoming relapsed9 and condemning themselves, ipso facto, to the stake! So, were the Knights Templar really guilty of the atrocities of which the King of France accused them?

			The mass arrest of the Knights Templar only took place in the kingdom of France. The Pope asked the kings of other countries, such as England, Spain and Portugal, to interrogate them and let them go free. 

			The facts reported in some of these interrogations leave you breathless! Although certain that they would not be condemned, some Templars, particularly in England, claimed to have denied Christ and spat on the Cross during special ceremonies.

			Is this proof that some Templars were heretics? Were there brothers within the Order of the Temple who practiced forbidden rites?

			Or was the order a very closed circle practicing esoteric rites?

			This is one of the great questions that generated a lot of ink and discussion among Temple specialists and historians alike.

			Is there any evidence of Templar esotericism during the Order’s existence?

			 

			 

			

			
				
						9. Returning to heresy after abjuring it.


				

			

		

	
		
			IV - Templar Esotericism

			Several symbols point in this direction, including the famous Templar gonfanon, better known as the “Beauçant” or “Beaucéant”. Half white and half black, it is often adorned with a Templar cross. Together, these two “colors” recall dualistic principles: black and white, good and evil, masculine and feminine…
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			Next, we find one of the well-known Templar seals. It depicts two knights of the order mounted on a single horse.
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			For a long time, but even today, historians explain that this was a reference to the order’s original name, Les Pauvres Chevaliers du Christ et du Temple de Salomon (The Poor Knights of Christ and Solomon’s Temple). The notion of the order’s poverty is symbolized by this depiction of two knights on a single horse, demonstrating the order’s inability to give every knight a horse. 

			For others, and esotericists in particular, this representation demonstrates the dualism of Man possessing within himself the two principles that can be declined in many ways, Good and Evil, Masculine and Feminine… In the same way as the Beaucéant!   

			For many years, academics refused to admit that the Order of the Temple had a secret college reserved for a select few members.
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