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    “And even this heart of mine has something artificial. The dancers have sewn it into a bag of pink satin, pink satin slightly faded, like their dancing shoes.”




    — Edgar Degas
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Self-portrait with hat




      1857-1858. Oil on canvas on cardboard, 26 x 19 cm. The Sterling and Francine Clark Institute, Williamstown.


    


  




   




  

    Biography




    1834: Birth of Hilaire Germain Edgar de Gas, named Degas, in Paris on July 19th. He came from a family that belonged to a large bourgeois bank.




    1855: After his classical studies at the Louis-le-Grand High School, he goes to the School of Fine Arts and studies in Lamothe's workshop where he continues the studies of Ingres and Flandrin.




    1853-1859: His first works: self-portraits and portraits of his family, as well as a number of copies of paintings found in the Louvre.




    1856-1860: In order to prepare for the Prize of Rome, Degas stays in Italy where he discovers and fervently copies the works of the Florentine masters. He reproduces a number of figures from these frescos in pencil and oil. He takes night classes at the Villa Medicis and learns about several painters, one of which is Gustave Moreau. Moreau and Degas become friends.




    1858-1859: Degas begins work on a large painting in the manner of Holbein or Van Dyck representing his uncle, aunt and their two little girls. This painting, The Bellelli Family, is one of the masterpieces of Degas' early years.




    1860: Degas begins painting portraits that resemble the linearism of Ingres and his historical subjects. (Semiramis Constructing Babylon, 1861).




    1860-1862: Degas paints his first horses and quickly becomes interested in dance and the opera. His social environment and his musician friends had led him to discover the artificial and colourful world of the racecourses and the theatre wings. From then on, Degas becomes attached to observing these particular aspects of his environment.
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