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Author’s biography


 

Charlotte Brontë was born on the 21st of April, 1816, in Thorton, Yorkshire, Great Britain. She was the youngest daughter of Patrick Brontë (a preacher), and of Maria Branwell. Her sisters Maria and Elizabeth were the eldest, Branwell and Emily Jane were the youngest. The Brontë family moved to Haworth where Anne was born in 1820. When Maria Branwell died, aunt Charlotte took care of the household.

The family was quite modest. The four first children started to go to the Cowan Bridge School from 1824 on. Life was hard because of the constant cold and the poor hygiene conditions. 

Maria and Elizabeth fell sick and died in a month interval. Charlotte and Emily came back to Haworth and all the children were raised by their aunt. Charlotte found inspiration in Cowan Bridge to describe the Lowood school found in Jane Eyre. 

The Brontë children often had to take care of themselves, and under Charlotte’s tutelage, they all took up to writing. In 1827, they created an imaginary world : the Glass Town confederation. Two imaginary kingdom were invented : Gondal was the invention of Emily and Anne, while Charlotte and Branwell invented Angria. The children also wrote various chronicles, tales, poems, plays and press articles about these kingdoms. These writing activities lasted for years. 

In 1831, Charlotte was sent in a boarding school kept by Miss Wooler. It is there that she met Mary Taylor and Ellen Nussey, with whom she remained close for years. 

From 1835 to 1845, the Brontë sisters have worked very hard as governesses. Charlotte was apparently a teacher in the second boarding house where she had been sent. She described her teaching experience in The Professor and then in Jane Eyre.  

In 1842, Emily and Charlotte went to Brussels in order to improve their french and german. They also intended to open a school. These motivations pushed them to attend to class in the Héger boarding school where they took up to teaching six months after they had arrived there.

In October, following the death of their aunt Elizabeth branwell, the Brontë sisters went back to Haworth. Charlotte was the only one to go back to the boarding school where the Héger offered her the opportunity to teach english. She fell in love with the Professor Constantin Héger but decided eventually to return permanently to Haworth. She nevertheless had a passionate correspondence with this man she sees as her real mentor, her master. Héger ended this correspondence quite rapidly. 

In the end, the Brontë sisters gave up teaching to concentrate on writing.

They first wrote poems that they published themselves under the pseudonym « Bell ». As the attempt proved to be a failure, they chose to write novels instead. Under the pseudonyms Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell, they each wrote a novel : The Professor, Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey. But unlike her two sisters, Charlotte never found a publisher for her novel. Charlotte then wrote Jane Eyre and sent it to the Smith, Elder and Co publishing house, who had previously refused to publish The Professor. Jane Eyre is published in October, 1847 under then name of Currer Bell. It appeared that the success met by Jane Eyre contributed to the publication of Wuthering Heights and of Agnes Grey but these two novels did not have the same success.  

Meanwhile, Charlotte had to go through very hard times : Branwell was addicted to gambling, alcohol and opium, and when he got heartbroken, he did not find the strenght to fight tuberculosis and he died in 1848. Emily, who suffered from tuberculosis too, also died three months later. Her sister Anne died in may 1849.

In october 1849, Charlotte’s third novel, Shirley, was published. Villette, that took a year and a half to be written, was published in January 1853. Charlotte renounced working again on the old version of The Professor, that got pothumously published thanks to, her friend and biographer, Elizabeth Gaskell.  
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