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    “Are they women?” is the title of a French novel about lesbian love. For centuries, men have assumed the right to write about lesbianism and express opinions about it. They could hardly ever accept the phenomenon. The author of this essay is also a man, but he intends to write, not so much about lesbian love itself as about the phallocratic view of it.




    This began very early with opinions of Sappho, the celebrated Greek erotic poet, born round about 612 B.C.E. in Eresos on the island of Lesbos. Her private life was denigrated and, in complete contradiction to the facts, she was ridiculed as a nymphomaniac. Sappho’s liaison with the handsome Phaon can be dismissed as a fable as can her supposed suicide by leaping into the sea because he had grown weary of her. (The metaphor of a suicidal plunge from a cliff was during that period a literary image for the attempt to free oneself from the suffering caused by love-madness or indeed by the ecstasy of love. It is incorrect to interpret it as historical fact.)
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