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    Statement of the problem


    This study seeks to solve the problem of inadequate understanding of ethnic conflict in Africa. It is motivated by the persistence of the following questions about ethnic relations in Africa :


    1)	what is it about ethnic identity that makes it conducive to severe conflict?


    2)	what are the causes, dynamics and consequences of ethnic conflict?


    3)	what are the goals of ethnic conflict?


    4)	who benefits from ethnic conflict, why and how?


    5)	why docs ethnic conflict in Africa tend to be more intense ùùùthan in Europe or North America?


    In an attempt to answer these questions, the study will focus on the relationship between ethnicity and class. What is the relationship between the ethnic and class elements in Africa? Both play crucial roles in the stability of the society, the growth of the productive forces and the national liberation struggle. At times the roles are complementary. At other times they arc contradictory. How is the link between the two of them to be understood? Often the question is posed in terms of whether or not Africans are ethnic or class conscious on most issues of social and political life. It becomes a matter of determining a mathematical majority, of counting and deciding which occurs more often in African life. This study looks at the matter differently. Its critical question concerns the major determining factor in the historical evolution of the African peoples. If it is the class factor, what is the place of the class element?


    It is necessary to investigate the inter-connection between these two universal human elements in the process of history. Their close inter-connection follows from the character of the ethnic system as a historical entity which encompasses and penetrates all other social forces, including classes. In a sense, it is a spatial framework for class relations. This ethnic community represents the continuity of material and spiritual cultures, as well as social and everyday forms of communication in the history of a people. Therefore, it is necessary to elucidate the origins and manifestations of the linkage between the two.


    In reality, ethnicity is a very complex phenomenon. It is characterized by ethnocentrism, common consciousness and identity and exclusiveness. Like any other social phenomenon, it is not immutable. It can alter its form, place and role in the life of a society. New elements may appear in its content. Its links with other social phenomena may change, posing new questions. Also, ethnicity does not exist in a pure form. It is always closely associated with political, juridical, religious and other social views, which constitute its important ingredients as well.


    This close association with other phenomena is the consequence of the simultaneous existence of other processes with the ethnic process. Such processes include the religious, family, economic, political, cultural and labour processes. Indeed, the ethnic process by itself has no real meaning unless understood in its interactions with these other processes, especially the labour process. A focus on the labour process and, through it the class element, reveals the progress of a people from backwardness to modern civilization. History has advanced and civilizations have been built by the transformation of the labour process. What is the role of the ethnic factor in this advancement or lack of it?


    Thus, it is not possible to fully understand the ethnic phenomenon in Africa without an adequate understanding of its historical origin and class character. This understanding requires the study of each African country concretely. Different countries display different ethno-historical patterns and class structure, depending on the size and location of their linguistic groups; the strength and cohesion of their ruling classes; the courage, determination and nature of the leadership of the underprivileged classes; the degree of foreign influence; the pervasiveness and power of the dominant ideology; the prevailing social custom, tradition and culture of the various linguistic groups; and the form of government. In what ways, to what extent, and with what consequences do these concrete dimensions of social life affect ethnic conflict in Africa?




    The social significance of the study


    From the social point of view, the study hopes to contribute to the solution of ethnic conflicts in Africa. The need for a solution is urgent because of the pervasiveness of these conflicts, and their destructiveness of African socio-political stability and economic progress. Ethnicity offers a personal solution to the generic problems of exploitation and oppression. Therefore, under certain circumstances, the ethnic element may assume a greater importance than is warranted by its objective role in the scheme of things. Consequently, every effort is necessary to ensure that ethnic contradictions do not explode out of proportion.


    These contradictions have exploded in a number of African countries. When Marcias Nguema of Equatorial Guinea began a reign of terror that resulted in the flight of nearly half the population, the violence, like that of Idi Amin in Uganda and Jean-Bedel Bokassa in the Central African Republic, was directed by a militia drawn from his own ethnic group, and the victims were ethnically defined. The history of inter-ethnic tension in Nigeria between 1964 and 1967 together with the consequent carnage of a thirty-month civil war is clearly illustrative of this explosion. Zaire has not fully recovered from the shattering effects of inter-ethnic tension, consequent civil war and resultant political authoritarianism which followed in the wake of political independence in 1960.


    Similarly, Uganda has known no peace or security since the explosion of inter-ethnic tension in 1966. When a constitutional impasse developed between Prime Minister Obote and the kingdom of Buganda, he replaced his pro-Buganda Teso Chief of Army Staff before attacking Buganda militarily. This policy left Idi Amin with command of the Army. As tension grew between Obote and Amin, the former increased the number of Langi and Acholi among the officers. His General Service Unit recruited heavily from his own Akororo district. His ouster by Idi Amin in a coup in 1971 was accompanied by a systematic liquidation of the Langi and Acholi within the Ugandan army and elsewhere in positions of authority and potential influence.


    Later this policy of liquidation of members of ethnic groups was extended to all Uganda ethnic groups with the exception of the Kakwa, Nubians, Alur, Madi and Lugbara, all of them from the area around the West Nile district. In the end only the Kakwa and Nubians were spared. However, with the return of Obote in 1982, these groups became the major victims of an ethnic purge, followed by the Baganda and other ethnic groups of the south. The situation changed with the assumption of power by Museveni.


    The Langi, Acholi, and the peoples of the West Nile district lost out and began to wage a war against the government. The war is still raging.


    In Kenya, the assassination of Tom Mboya in 1969 led to violence between the Luo and Kikuyu in Kisumu and Nairobi. During President Kenyatta’s visit to Kisumu later in the year, his escort opened fire on a hostile Luo crowd killing 11 and injuring 78. Thereafter, allegations of oath-taking ceremonies reminiscent of the Mau Mau uprising of the 1950’s heightened inter-ethnic tension in the country. In 1972, the unsuccessful attempt of the Hutu majority in Burundi to seize political power in June led to violent reprisals against them by the Tutsi ruling minority. Less than a month afterwards, over 59, 000 had died. In September, the figure stood at 80, 000 with no end in sight to the program. The Hutu ruling majority of Rwanda, apparently reacting to events in neighbouring Burundi, descended with ethnic vengeance on their Tutsi of Burundi. The Tutsi army and ruling party massacred thousands of Hutu in the north of the country and forced many more to flee into Rwanda.


    In Angola, the ruling MPLA has been distracted and destabilized in its anti-imperialist struggle by the FNLA and UNITA which counted, and (UNITA) still counts, first and foremost on ethnic support and then on South African invasion and imperialist reaction. UNITA and its imperialist and South African backers have relied essentially on preying on the ethnic sentiments of the Ovimbundu ethnic group of the central highland region for their destabilization and political activities. In Zimbabwe, a guerrilla war raged for a while between 1983-1988 in Matabeleland in which ethnic Ndebele chauvinists attempted to destabilize the government leading to increased tension and loss of life in the country.
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