
		
			[image: 1.png]
		

	
		
			
				

				[image: ]
			

		

		
		

	
		
			Back cover

			Should we be afraid of UFOs? In June 2021, the head of NASA admits that “pilots of military aircraft have seen something, and their radars have locked onto it. But they don’t know what it is. We just hope it’s not an adversary here on Earth that has mastered this kind of technology.” The fear? That the “unexplained phenomena” are the sign of an advance, terrestrial or extraterrestrial, accompanying an aggressive project that would be in its infancy. 

			In April 2022, a Pentagon report counted 57 effects suffered by people in contact with a UFO: alien abductions, brain damage, paralysis, radiation burns and death.

			Egon Kragel, an outstanding storyteller, has investigated dozens of cases in which witnesses have not emerged unscathed from encounters with UFOs. In a rigorous book full of anecdotes, the author reveals unpublished archives, probes the credibility of testimonies and questions the official thesis that UFOs represent a danger to humanity. 

			No reader will come away unscathed from this new paving stone thrown into the pond of official (in)certainties!

			  

			Egon Kragel, a recognized ufologist, wrote UFOs, Investigation of a State Secret (Cherche-Midi) and UFOs, the 12 files that the Pentagon does not explain (Max Milo).
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			Dedication

			To Marie-Laure. 

			To my father, all the way over there, in his sky, gone.

		

	
		
			Quotes

			“Our world is saturated with mysteries. It seems that we live surrounded by question marks. (...) The individual of our species has been endowed with 
the grace to know that he is terribly ignorant.” 

			Bernard Heuvelmans, Ph.D. in zoological sciences

			“One cannot, I believe, know anything by simple science; it 
is too exact and too hard an instrument. The world has a thousand tendencies 
into which one must bend to understand them 
before knowing what their sum represents.”

			Jean Giono, The Living Water

			“It is good to plan and remember, with 
one eye in the past, and the other toward the future.”

			Publilius Syrus, Sentences and Adages

		

	
		
			By way of introduction

			One is tempted to believe it: something has changed. The ambient air, endowed with an unprecedented lift, suddenly seems lighter. These UFOs, once taxed as impossible and obscure fables, are now in demand. From now on, they strut from newspapers to Internet sites without losing an ounce of their stealth.   

			Until then, these UFOs of mystery - quick to evade, to reject, to question - were of interest only to a few enthusiasts. Since the 1940s, only a few privileged people have been interested in their strangeness. Not surprising, after all, when one knows that the word “mystery” comes from the Greek μυστήριον (mustêrion) which means “initiated”.

			A revelation that stains

			Recently, UFOs have become official. Serious magazines are putting them on the cover. Journalists, until then ovniphobic, are caressing them in the sense of a news shot on steroids. What has happened?

			It all started on December 16, 2017. On that day, the New York Times daily newspaper dropped a stain-inducing article. Reporters Helene Cooper, Ralph Blumenthal and Leslie Kean reveal that, between 2007 and 2012, the Pentagon investigated, in a covert manner, the UAPs (Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena, otherwise known as UFOs). This secret program was directed by a military intelligence officer, Luis Elizondo, on the fifth floor of the Pentagon’s Annex C, in the heart of the building’s labyrinthine network. The article “Glowing Auras and ‹Black Money’: The Pentagon’s Mysterious UFO Program” goes further: “Of the $600 billion annual budget allocated to the Department of Defense, the $22 million spent on this program is virtually untraceable. And this is of course what the Pentagon wanted.

			Nevertheless, thanks to the Times’ research, we learn that most of the budget for this program went to an aerospace research company headed by a billionaire entrepreneur, Robert Bigelow, a company that is currently working with NASA to produce expandable spacecraft.

			This secret program, called AATIP (Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program), was largely funded at the behest of former Nevada Democratic Senator Harry Reid, then Senate Majority Leader. And the tone is set when he says on his Twitter account, “We don’t have the answers, but we have plenty of evidence to warrant questioning. This is a scientific and national security issue.”

			Thanks to the daily’s pugnacious inquiries, Pentagon officials eventually confirmed the existence of the program, stating that it ended in 2017. Allegation denied by investigators who say that UFO research still continues behind the scenes.

			What should we learn from this? Mainly the about-face of the high North American authorities towards the phenomenon. Let us summarize: the last commission that officially studied UFOs was called Project Blue Book. It investigated from March 1952 to December 1969. The conclusions of this investigation, led by the US Air Force, were lapidary: “Sleep easy, these UFO sightings are nothing but misunderstandings. For decades, this announcement by Project Blue Book had the value of gospel and a dissuasive reminder for all those curious who sought to know more about the phenomenon. Today, we discover that the high authorities lied to us. They have never stopped studying these UAPs which, obviously, concern them. In a very official way, we have gone from: “UFOs are only bad interpretations of natural phenomena, and therefore do not exist” to: “UFOs are a serious national security concern because they are REAL!

			Beyond the surprise or amazement, it is necessary to ask ourselves why this radical change of attitude occurred. What are the stakes, the motivations, the potential benefits? Who benefits from the crime?

			Three essential videos

			The general public is like that, we can’t help it, they want proof. Let it be! In the wake of its revelations, the New York Times published, in December 2017, two videos supposedly shot by sworn military pilots. These documents, in black and white, answer to the sweet names of “Flir” and “Gimbal”. Not to be outdone, the Washington Post daily newspaper drew a third one entitled “Go Fast”, witnessing a similar encounter. 

			On these documents, we can see strange objects tracked by infrared cameras aboard Navy jets. The image quality is snowy; the sound, scrambled. The recordings are then the subject of feverish speculation by UFO enthusiasts who never stop wondering: real or fake? In September 2019, astonishment: the Great Mute becomes loquacious. Susan Gough, Pentagon spokeswoman, confirms that these videos are authentic. They were indeed captured by Navy pilots during their training. And she added that the U.S. Navy “has always considered the phenomena observed in these videos as ‘unidentified’ and that, in recent years, the increasing number of incursions of this type of object during military training poses a real problem!” The Pentagon then confirms that it has photos of unknown objects, described as “spheres”, “cups” or “metallic airships”. One could not hope for better. Conclusion: UFOs are here, real and among us!

			On April 27, 2020, the Pentagon officially recognized the authenticity of the three videos and authorized their release (Statement by the Department of Defense on the Release of Historical Navy Videos). This makes one smile as they had been massively shared on the Net for three years. In addition, we learn that “Flir”, the first video, was shot on November 14, 2004 off the coast of San Diego (California). This event is also known as the USS Nimitz Encounter (we will discuss this case in detail in the next chapter). The other two videos, “Gimbal” and “Go Fast,” are from January 2015. Few details are provided to us, but unlike “Flir”, the pilots’ comments are audible in them. One exclaims:

			- There is a whole swarm of them! Holy cow, they’re going against the wind, a 120-knot west wind!

			Another yells happily:

			- Wow, I got it!

			Then:

			- What’s that thing?

			It was also discovered that the consumer versions were poor copies. Having viewed the original documents before they were confiscated by their superiors, several military personnel claim that these originals were quite clean and of longer duration.

			Obviously, these documents do not leave anyone indifferent. Many attempts at explanation are made. For the most pragmatic, it is obviously a malfunction of an instrument or a software of the plane. For the science writer Mick West, it could be a natural atmospheric phenomenon or mirages “coming from defects of the radar systems”. For Adam Frank, professor of astrophysics at the University of Rochester, these UAPs could be “drones deployed by rivals such as Russia and China to examine our defenses. Astronomer Thomas Bania agrees, suggesting “electronic warfare by China or Russia to gain intelligence on U.S. weapons systems,” but British astronaut Timothy Peake, famous for his six-month stay on the International Space Station, says it looks like it came from “somewhere else.” “I don’t think this technology is designed by any of our nations,” he says. These videos are remarkable. What these machines are capable of doing is extraordinary!” Ditto for Alain Juillet, former director of intelligence at the General Directorate of External Security (DGSE): “If any country in the world had made such a discovery, we would know about it. No progress of this magnitude can remain secret. One way or another, there would have been leaks, an indiscretion of the scientists who work on it... Since there has been absolutely nothing, it is that it is something else and that it escapes the terrestrial dimension.” 

			In the end, the Department of Defense classified these phenomena as “unidentified”. And the three videos are now downloadable on the official website of the American administration (NAVAIR-FOIA).

			A report that causes confusion

			These revelations caused a great stir in the corridors of power in Washington. On June 25, 2021, following an insistent request from the Senate, the ODNI (the Office of the Director of National Intelligence) submitted a preliminary report acknowledging the reality of the phenomenon. This 9-page report, entitled Preliminary Assessment: Unidentified Aerial Phenomena, is primarily intended for the leaders of the American army (Land, Air and Sea).

			Military and intelligence experts have based themselves on 144 cases recorded between 2004 and 2021. 80 of the encounters with mysterious flying objects have been confirmed by several means of detection: radar, infrared and electro-optical equipment. Most of these incidents involve physical objects, which is corroborated by the detectors in question. The majority of these phenomena, we are told, have interrupted military maneuvers or activities.

			Newspapers and television news outlets everywhere are reporting the incredible news. The Washington Post notes, “What once guaranteed you a one-way ticket to the loony bin has left the screens of Hollywood and the pages of science fiction novels to enter the public debate.” Der Spiegel asks on its cover, “Are we still alone?” On July 1er 2021, Courrier International devotes 7 pages to the subject, with the cover headline: “Should we be (slightly) afraid of UFOs?”In short, if the nature of these astonishing phenomena remains unknown (an enemy government experimenting with hypersonic technology? visitors from beyond space?), they are no longer fiction and perplex defense and intelligence analysts.

			Former government officials then made some very interesting statements. In particular, ex-president Barack Obama, guest on CBS on May 17, 2021, who said:

			- What is true is that there are images and records of objects in the sky that we don’t know exactly what they are. We can’t explain how they move, and their trajectory.

			NASA wants in

			No time to catch your breath! Since this 9-page report, official announcements have been pouring in.

			In June 2021, Bill Nelson, former astronaut and senator from Florida, current NASA boss, admits that the space agency is looking into the phenomenon. This follows a series of strange encounters between these mysterious objects and American military pilots. The NASA chief’s comments confirm the seriousness with which the UFO issue is taken at all levels of the U.S. administration. Interviewed on CNN, Nelson states:

			- I have spoken with these pilots. They are certain that they saw something very real. And, of course, we have seen the videos taken from their planes.

			In October 2021, Bill Nelson spoke to an audience of North American students at the University of Virginia. He admits that there is a strong probability that extraterrestrial life exists. This contrasts drastically with the assertions of Steve Jurczyk, his predecessor. He specifies that this is one of the reasons why NASA proposes to examine the phenomenon very closely according to a strict “scientific protocol”. A first!

			In front of the same students, Bill Nelson mentioned again the numerous UFO sightings made by military pilots:

			- These men know they have seen something. Their radars are locked onto it. But they don’t know what it is... and neither do we.

			Bill Nelson did not exclude that these UFOs could be of extraterrestrial origin.

			- There are even theories that there may be other universes, he added. If that’s the case, who am I to say that planet Earth is the only one with a civilized and organized life form?

			Once again, UFOs are moving from fringe conspiracy theories to a national security issue.

			UFOs: beware, danger!

			Indeed, the same warning runs from lip to lip: “Beware, danger! This phenomenon is a potential threat.” Experts of all kinds are pounding away. Not an interview, not an article where the term “national security” is not mentioned.

			On April 5, 2022, the alert reached its peak. The news has the effect of a bomb. Following a request from the British magazine The Sun, made on December 18, 2017, an astonishing report is released by the Pentagon under the Freedom of Information Act. Its 1574 pages, in which the reality of UFOs is once again recognized, greatly sow the seeds of trouble. They were handed over by the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), the main manager and producer of military intelligence for the National Defense Service. The service required that certain information remain “partially undisclosed” because of protection and confidentiality issues. The document made public does not hide it: “Regarding the subject of this study, there is confidential information that is very relevant. Only a small portion of this classified literature has been published.”

			One of the appendices of the report, dated March 11, 2010, is entitled “Anomalous Acute and Subacute Field Effects on Human Biological Tissues. It presents a “useful database” that lists the physiological and biological effects experienced by people who have been in contact with a UFO, and their frequency. These effects, 57 in number, are classified and listed according to a list compiled in 1996 by John F. Schuessler, former director of MUFON, a civilian research agency dedicated to the study of the phenomenon. The list gathers cases recorded between 1873 and 1994. It lists deleterious events linked to UFOs, such as “alien abductions”, “unexplained pregnancies”, sexual encounters, telepathy and teleportation experiences. There are also reports of brain and nerve damage, paralysis, “radiation burns”, all caused by “advanced technology”. Poltergeists, crop circles and apparitions of strange beings are also listed. Close encounters are classified according to a specific code:

			 

			CE1: means that the witness was standing at less than 150 meters from the UFO.

			CE2: the encounter left traces on the ground or injured the witness.

			CE3 : entities were seen inside or near the UFO.

			CE4: the witness was abducted (or kidnapped).

			CE5: concerns a close encounter that caused permanent psychological injury or death to the witness.

			 

			This report examined 42 cases from authenticated medical records. 300 similar cases remain “unpublished. All of the examples involve humans who, during contact with a UFO, suffered injuries that were sometimes irreversible and lethal. There is little antidote to this since, throughout these pages, North American officials declare that UFOs are of unknown origin!

			This time, it is official. This phenomenon, considered until now as marginal and unworthy of interest, is becoming a serious national security concern discussed by legislators, sky experts and the military staff. 

			The main interest of this report is to show the extent to which government agencies rely on sources published by the general press and by the ufological community. Conversely, it highlights the lack of apparent results from the million-dollar contract with billionaire Robert Bigelow. To try to understand this phenomenon, we are asked, without any ambiguity, to go back in time, to look at old newspapers and magazines, and to scrutinize their chronicles. 

			Conclusion of this thick document: “There is probably something real and disturbing in all this, but we do not know what it is. The technique used by these objects is undoubtedly electromagnetic propulsion,” which enthusiasts and civil investigators have long suspected.   

			A new office at the Department of Defense

			So the hunt for UFOs is on. And we learn that American citizens have had their say. They voted for the National Defense Authorization Act. It gives the federal government the right to set the budget for U.S. defense spending. An important new amendment to this law now requires the military to create a permanent UFO research office! This is not a fiction. Along with the Pentagon’s secret projects and clandestine programs, the follow-up to this report is thus the first major incentive to investigate the UFO phenomenon since the Air Force ended Project Blue Book in 1969. 

			The author of this amendment (which is named after him) is Democrat Ruben Gallego, chairman of the Subcommittee on Intelligence and Special Operations. In a press release, he states:

			It is in the national security interest of the United States to know what is flying in our skies, whether it is emerging technologies from competitors and strategic adversaries or aerial phenomena of unknown origin. My amendment therefore creates a permanent office in the Department of Defense to comprehensively assess these unidentified flying objects.

			Reading between the lines, it is clear that the “phenomena of unknown origin” put on the table nothing less than the extraterrestrial hypothesis.

			At the heart of its mission, the new office will have to submit an annual report, listing the number of UFOs reported in U.S. airspace as well as all related information: radar, satellite and electromagnetic data. This report should also contain information on international efforts with allied governments “to track, understand and address unidentified aerial phenomena. However, there is a surprising directive. It states that the office’s annual report must include “an update on any efforts to capture or exploit potentially recoverable unidentified aerial phenomena.” This could imply that such efforts are already underway. An admission? The bureau’s first report is due December 31, 2022.

			In the meantime, the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Kathleen Hicks, issued a memorandum concerning the creation of the AOIMSG (Aircraft Identification and Management Synchronization Group). This group is the successor to the U.S. Navy’s Unidentified Aerial Phenomena Task Force. The specific mission of this task force is of course to investigate the UFO phenomenon. “The AOIMSG will synchronize efforts across the Department of Defense and the entire U.S. government to detect these objects in the airspace, identify them, and assess and mitigate any associated threats to flight safety and national security,” a press release states.

			Alas, a news item that quickly went viral on the Net dampened this enthusiasm. In May 2022, during an interview granted to the media Politico (a powerful source of information on the White House, the United States Congress and American government policy), government officials - under cover of anonymity - declared that, within the Pentagon itself, certain members “prevented very interesting information” concerning UFOs from being disclosed to the public. This hinders the action of those who, inside and outside the Department of Defense, are trying to shed light on this phenomenon. And this in spite of the growing interest of the citizens for the subject.

			The Navy confides

			The concern is temporary. When some members of the Pentagon balk, the U.S. Navy takes over.

			On May 17, 2022, during a public hearing, Scott W. Bray, Deputy Director of Intelligence for the U.S. Navy, admitted that the U.S. military staff had unresolved files on “400 unidentified aerial phenomena” (or UFOs). Questioned by the House of Representatives’ Counterterrorism, Counterintelligence and Counterproliferation (C3) subcommittee chaired by Democrat André Carson, Bray added that an “ever-increasing number” of mysterious objects have been reported “since the early 2000s. He said the increase is due in part to “the tremendous effort” by the U.S. military to allow its soldiers to report these sightings without being stigmatized. 

			In front of the C3 members, Bray also projected a video in which a green pyramid-shaped UFO was seen. Immediately, the legislators present expressed concern that these unexplained phenomena could pose a threat to national security. For Rick Crawford, a Republican from Arkansas, a failure to identify this potential threat would be “tantamount to an intelligence failure. Obviously to be avoided!”

			National threat: the leitmotiv no longer surprises. Only one novelty challenges. Indeed, for 50 years, it is the first time that the American Congress has held a public hearing dedicated to UFOs... before the committee closed its doors for a confidential “information session”.

			Scott W. Bray concludes that the United States “is not aware” of any adversaries with such technologies. At the present stage of research, there is no evidence to “suggest a non-terrestrial origin” of the phenomenon. However, there is no evidence to exclude it.

			NASA persists and signs

			On June 9, 2022, NASA announced the launch of a UFO investigation in the fall of 2022. This investigation will be conducted by eminent scientists and aeronautical experts over a period of 9 months. It will be conducted independently of the Pentagon and should result in a report to the public. Behind this initiative, Thomas Zurbuchen, associate administrator at NASA, states:

			Anyone who asks me if there is irrefutable evidence of intelligent life in any of these phenomena, I will give a perfectly acceptable answer - for a scientist - which is that I don’t know.

			Three objectives are already announced:

			- Gathering the collected data;

			- Determine which ones are missing and how best to collect them;

			- Decide with which tools to analyze them in the future.

			The budget for this investigation is not expected to exceed $100,000. This is very little, and it raises questions. It is still strange that the UFO subject suddenly becomes of capital importance for the American agency. “It is because it concerns both national security and air traffic security,” reply those concerned. However, such phenomena have been reported around the world for decades by credible pilots and astronauts. Thousands of testimonies have been transmitted to high authorities. It is unreasonable to think that the phenomenon has been ignored or even disdained for so long by the Federal Aviation and Space Agency. And it is therefore legitimate to ask again what stakes and interests motivate this sudden “awakening” of the North American officials.

			UFO alert?

			What is it really? Are these mysterious objects really hostile, dispensing, with cruel intent, paralysis, burns and irreversible harm? If we refer to the profuse literature concerning them, it is undeniable that some of their encounters have been very harmful. We will, and this is sometimes violent, deal with them in the course of this work. However, let us specify that out of the thousands (millions?) of confrontations recorded, these cases remain marginal. Many of these witnesses say that they found themselves “at the wrong time and in the wrong place”.

			Concerning national defense, it is certain that these “objects” violate our airspace with impunity. That they strut about in the face of our supersonic fighters, humiliating them with far superior prowess. And that they have been flying over classified sites, most of them related to nuclear energy, since our fission bomb tests. It is therefore understandable that they can baffle and irritate many staffs, unchanging guarantors of our security. 

			On the other hand, we know of almost no case where this phenomenon has been deliberately hostile, firing on our armies, our aircraft, our civilian or military buildings. Since the Second World War, we have often sent missiles and rockets at these “objects”, without triggering any response from them.

			In conclusion, we know almost nothing about these celestial intruders. Following the Pentagon’s announcements, I particularly like the line from the Baltimore Sun editorial board:

			It is certainly very pleasant to sit together around a campfire to watch the various clips of stunned pilots, read eyewitness accounts or imagine objects traveling at lightning speeds, negotiating turns in a flash. It is important to put all this in context and understand that we are dealing with a real mystery, not a science fiction TV show from the 1960s.

			UFOs, a heretical experiment

			We can then call UFOs a heretical experience because this phenomenon, both global and possibly ancient, crosses our history with a perennial stealth that has earned it many enmities. Excluded from the commercial society, hated by the sciences, breaking with a doxa that is out of breath, UFOs dynamite everything in their path. Epiphany for some, digressive mystery for others, promises of new engineering for the most advanced, they do not care about the rampart of incredulity, intellectual inertia and covetousness erected against them. For officials and experts, this crime is unforgivable.

			“Let us respect the form in which reality speaks to us,” recommends the philosopher and man of faith Jean-Yves Leloup. Let us not sin by pride. Let us curb, even if only for a moment, our predictable predatory appetites, our dreams of conquest, our thirst for control.

			What are these UFOs? For North American officials, the answer is binary, always obtuse: either a threat, or a potential technology that the arms industry and energy experts covet. But should we simply reduce them to that?

			Return to the original stories

			Since, in order to approach it, the American Defense Intelligence Agency sends us back to the past, let us not hesitate. It is true that it is time to think (or rethink) these UFOs. And not to judge them. They deserve our full attention. To do this, let’s make a distinction between the “reality” of the phenomenon and its “truth”. Its “reality” coming from sensitive experiences, hence the stories. And its “truth” being, I am afraid, only the result of a subjective process of thought.  

			These founding stories are unique. The wonder, horror and fantasy that run through them are infinitely rich. Most of the time, everything speaks for itself. Let us rehabilitate them, let us dust them off. Let’s knead again this rich raw material, a journalistic manna which, for the general public, has suffered for too long from a hard work of depreciation.

			For this, let us keep intact our capacity for wonder. Let’s rediscover this enthusiastic welcome, this availability of children to storytellers. With their wildly inventive narratives, these miscellaneous events speak of us. The UFOs that we meet there release our poetic possibilities and open, page after page, a breach in our unifying conception of reality. We might as well say it, this phenomenon does us good. It scolds our forms of thought - supposedly modern - which, under their altruistic airs, do not admit the differences. It rightly questions us about the universal behavior of complexity. On life which, playing with chance and non-determinism, is exuberantly creative. And, with a flick of the wrist, it sends us back to the prose of the world, far from a tectonics of our beliefs and our preconceptions. 

			The stories that follow are a healthy demonstration of this. Some have judged them fascinating; others, totally inadmissible. Each one will choose, but a constant haunts these stories: the UFO, this scientific counterpart, always unknowable and potentially unfortunate, does not cease to question us on what we are, on our world, on this real which escapes us and which we fear because violent, terribly complex, but always ambitious in its projects.

			 

			 

		

	
		
			I. What is a UFO?

			A Tic-Tac and a translucent sphere

			Talking about UFOs is not without risk. What are they? Where do they come from? What do they look like? During the last few decades, when witnesses confided that they had seen inconceivable devices of various shapes, they were laughed at and scorned. Certainly, the American government has recognized the reality of the phenomenon. We have just seen it, its preliminary report of 9 pages, dated June 25, 2021, attests it. However, there are some strange whispers behind the scenes. It is claimed that this report is truncated. As a bone to pick, the Pentagon would have thrown only a handful of innocuous information to impatient citizens.

			The investigator John Greenewald, from the American website The Black Vault, managed, somehow, to obtain a 17-page version of this famous report. Big disappointment at the end. Regarding this promising surplus, most of the information and graphics, including an inventory classifying these UFOs according to their shapes, are redacted. Comment by Adam Goldsack, from the British website UAP Media UK:

			If one of these objects or devices belongs to an opposing nation, we would not want those enemies to know that we know they exist. Now, if these flying objects are something non-terrestrial, then we might not want another nation to know that this technology exists, and then attempt to replicate it. Finally, if they really are from somewhere else, and they appear as “disks,” “cubes,” “Tic-Tacs,” “triangles,” “pyramids,” etc., so they are not aerodynamic, then that is a very difficult conversation to have with the American public.

			The first convincing clue to the strangeness of the phenomenon was provided to us, in December 2017, by the New York Times, in the form of a video that now has historical value. In 1’17, this document, named “Flir”, totally changed the deal and offered UFOs an unexpected thickness, consistency and relief. Not to mention a very official recognition from the highest authorities. It is clear that, without the Nimitz affair and these brief black and white images, the elite of the media and of our governments would still classify UFOs in the shelves of an esoteric fair. But what really happened on that autumn day off the coast of California?  

			Off the coast of San Diego

			Date: November 14, 2004.

			Location: along the Pacific coast of California, off San Diego, USA.

			 

			Between November 10 and 16, 2004, the Nimitz, a U.S. nuclear-powered multipurpose aircraft carrier, and its Air Strike Group (ASG) were scheduled to operate off the west coast of the United States in preparation for their future deployment to the Arabian Sea. But on November 14, 2004, an unusual event caused panic among these seasoned men, who were ready to face the most extreme situations. That day, the USS Princeton, a missile cruiser, was about to start a training exercise, in duo with the Nimitz. Suddenly, the ship’s operators repeatedly detected the presence of a dozen abnormal air vehicles operating in the nearby sky. These singular “objects”, close to the military vessels, moved “at dizzying speeds”. From an altitude of 18,000 meters, they fall, in a few seconds, to stabilize at 15 meters from the surface of the sea! On the radar screens, the operators see them moving or remaining stationary. After a brief pause, these “objects” fly at lightning speeds while negotiating improbable turns. For almost two weeks, the operators have been spotting these strange invaders.

			The USS Princeton decided to cancel its training and brought back a flight of two F/A-18F Super Hornet fighters. One of these aircraft is piloted by Commander David Fravor. The Princeton’s operator asks him if he is carrying weapons.

			- Yes,” says Fravor, “two CATM-9s [dummy missiles that cannot be fired].

			- Well, this time we have a real target for you!

			The order is immediately given to intercept this intruder. As they gradually approached their target, the pilots - then at an altitude of 6000 meters - saw nothing. Their radars either. But, looking down, Fravor saw a disturbance on the surface of the water, “as if the water was boiling”. He has the feeling that a large submerged object is causing this disturbance. Fravor then spots an oval, white, Tic-Tac shaped craft moving erratically, 15 meters above the waves. Almost the size of his fighter, the object performs maneuvers defying all logic. According to our pilot, the UFO is “white, of uniform color, smooth, without edges, without nacelles, without wings nor propulsion mechanism”. It is about 12 meters long. This was immediately confirmed by Commander Jim Slaight, pilot of the second fighter. 

			To better examine this strange machine, Fravor begins a circular descent to approach it, but the UFO goes up at once towards him, “as if it came to meet him”. Then the object carries out a maneuver of avoidance before disappearing in a wink.

			- He produced an acceleration like I’ve never seen before!

			The Princeton’s operations officer asks the planes to join the heading point, their rendezvous point in military jargon. As they complied, they received a new radio message. The radar on board the cruiser has again picked up the intruder.

			- Gentlemen, you won’t believe this, says the operator, but your target is already at your meeting point!

			Fravor would later recount:

			- We were about sixty kilometers from our final destination, and in less than a minute, this thing was there before us...

			By the time our two fighters reach their rally point, the object has disappeared. With the UFO no longer in sight, the pilots returned to the Nimitz to land. Fravor remembers that day when one of his colleagues asked him what he thought he saw.

			- No idea,” he replied. This thing had no plume, no wings, no rotor, and was almost as big as our F-18s. I’d love to fly one!

			A few moments later, everything starts again. The Princeton’s radio controller warned that the target had just reappeared on his radar, about 96 kilometers away. Two Super Hornets, this time led by Lieutenant Commander Chad Underwood and Lieutenant Alex Dietrich, took off from the Nimitz for another intercept attempt. Unlike Fravor, Underwood’s aircraft is equipped with FLIR equipment, using a thermal camera that detects infrared radiation. When the pilots spot the object, this one scrambles their radar. Underwood then triggers his FLIR camera and succeeds in locking it on the object. He can thus make a video of the phenomenon. According to the data of the Princeton radar, this Tic-Tac would have reached an acceleration of 74 000 km/h, that is Mach 60, 60 times the speed of sound! It is logical that this document is a milestone in the history of aeronautics.  

			The pilots returned to the carrier. Barely out of their flight suits, they are summoned to a secure room on the ship for an immediate debriefing that concludes with a peremptory:

			- Let’s be clear, this event never took place!

			Despite this strict warning, a brief excerpt of Underwood’s video circulated under the radar and was finally made public by New York Times reporters in 2017. What happened next, we know. Thanks to the hype and pressure from citizens, thanks also to the investment of the Senate, the Pentagon is forced to authenticate it. From this official recognition, our pilots are free to speak in the press and on prime time TV shows.

			As soon as the revelations were made in the New York Times, David Fravor became a national hero. Retired after 18 years of service, he is presented as “the witness of one of the most credible UFO sightings in history”.

			- Four of us observed this machine for five minutes,” he says. It was fully aware of our maneuvers. I don’t know who designed this, who has this technology and knowledge. But something is really there, far superior to our planes. I’ve never seen anything like it.

			In the very serious American investigative show 60 Minutes, it is Alex Dietrich’s turn to speak. Without giving up a disarming smile, she confesses :

			- No offense, but I never wanted to appear on national TV. I accept today because, at the time, I was on duty, flying a government plane. So I have a responsibility to share what I saw, now that this case has been declassified.

			Upon spotting the strange Tic-Tac, she describes:

			- At that moment, your mind tries to rationalize what you see. I thought to myself: maybe it’s a helicopter or a drone, but it suddenly disappeared. Just like that... Luckily my co-pilot saw the same thing I did because if I had been alone, I think I would not have reported it when I got home. Reporting all this would have made me look like a crazy person.

			More discreet, Chad Underwood ends up coming on the sets. The one who is now presented as the man who shot “the video that changes everything” confides :

			- This object had a behavior that I would describe as impossible and that my current physical knowledge does not allow me to describe. 

			Ten years later, a second observation will only confirm the presence and the strangeness of these UFOs...

			Off the coast of Virginia

			Date: year 2014.

			Location: along the Atlantic coast, off the state of Virginia, USA.

			 

			From the summer of 2014 to March 2015, these incredible flying objects kept flying over and disrupting North American military training. According to Lieutenant Ryan Graves, “for almost two years, pilots training on the Atlantic coast saw them daily”. The statement of this soldier is shocking, especially since these sightings took place in the middle of the sea, barely 80 kilometers from Washington, the country’s capital. Ryan Graves was able to provide the New York Times with some details: either the objects were stationary, at high altitude, or they were moving at fairly constant speeds (from 0.6 to 1.2 mach). At first, the military thought that these were anomalies produced by their radars. But they quickly changed their mind and ended up tracking these machines. Using their FLIR cameras, they obtained interesting thermal signatures, which confirmed the presence of physical objects that were colder than the surrounding air. On several occasions, the pilots attempted to intercept them, but once the UFOs were in sight, they magically disappeared. Lieutenant Graves believes that they had to change altitude quickly.

			In late 2014, back at Virginia Beach AFB, Lieutenant Graves runs into a fellow squadron member just back from a mission. The distraught pilot confides in him that he almost collided with one of these mysterious craft. He was flying in tandem over the Atlantic, east of Virginia Beach, about 30 meters from his partner, when a UFO flew between them. Terrified, the two men had the opportunity to observe the intruder in detail. According to them, it had the shape of a translucent sphere. Inside the sphere, they could clearly make out a dark cube whose sides touched the edges of the sphere. Interesting detail: at the time of this incident, the F/A-18F fighters had not activated their onboard radars. This could explain why the UFO did not perform its usual evasive maneuver. The incident so frightened the squadron that a flight safety report was filed.

			In March 2015, the Theodore Roosevelt - one of the US Navy’s 11 giant aircraft carriers - sailed from the coast of Florida to the Persian Gulf. Also according to Lieutenant Graves, that’s when the UFOs reappeared.

			Sources 

			Tic Tac UFO Executive Report - New York Times, December 16, 2017 - The Nimitz Encounters, documentary by Dave Beaty, 2019 - SUFOI Årsrapport 2019, Denmark, January 2019, pp. 27-35 - UFO Truth #36, March-April 2019, pp. 28-33 - New York Times, May 26, 2019 - Unidentified, season 1, episode 1, History Channel series, May 31, 2019 - The Joe Rogan experience, podcast #1361, October 5, 2019 - The Kevin Rose Show, December 3, 2019 podcast - Jim Breslo’s Hidden Truth Show, podcasts #6, 9, 12, 13, 14, and 15, 2019 and 2020 - The Man Who Filmed The Tic Tac UFO, interview with Lieutenant Commander Chad Underwood by Jeremy Corbell, 2020 - Interview with pilot David Fravor by Lix Fridman, podcast #122, September 8, 2020 - Fortean Times #403, March 2021, pp. 40-47 - 60 Minutes, North American TV show, May 16, 2021 - Moustique, Belgium, July 3-9, 2021, pp. 17-19 - GQ, article by Charlie Burton, November 9, 2021 - Under Investigation: The Unidentified, episode 2, season 3, presented by Liz Hayes, February 16, 2022, Australia.  
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			The UFO shaped like a Tic-Tac candy (left) and the strange translucent sphere (right)

			A protean phenomenon

			A colossal Tic-Tac candy, a sphere equipped with a light-reflecting cube... Enough to disconcert more than one. A question arises: in the end, what is a UFO? The informed know it, UFO is the literal translation of the Anglo-Saxon UFO (Unidentified Flying Object). This acronym means: Unidentified Flying Object. For the investigator, this poses a first problem because this term is almost absurd. Indeed, how to determine the nature of an object without identity?

			According to the Oxford dictionary, the term dates back to the 1950s. It is admitted that it was invented by a certain Edward J. Ruppelt, an American officer in the US Air Force. It is also mentioned in a book written by the North American aviator and investigator Donald Keyhoe in 1953.

			Since then, too often used wrongly and knowingly distorted, UFO is a tired word. Other terms, just as ambiguous, have come to its rescue, attempting to enrich the lexical field of the phenomenon. Today, some prefer to speak of UAP (Unidentified Aerial Phenomena) or PAN (Phénomènes aérospatiaux non identifiés). Not more enlightening because, by way of interpretative analysis, these acronyms ask a question without answering it. So let’s push our curiosity a step further.

			In 1939, Igor Ivanovitch Sikorsky developed the first aircraft with a main rotor. He became one of the world’s first helicopter builders, but met with strong resistance. The opposition screamed foul, arguing that, according to clever calculations, such an aircraft was inoperable and unable to fly. Pugnacious, Sikorsky retorted without breaking stride:

			- According to mathematics, the cockchafer can’t fly. But the cockchafer ignores mathematics, doesn’t care... and flies!

			Let us attribute this repartee to the astonishing aeronautical capacities of UFOs. Indeed, for many, it is difficult to conceive that such objects without tailplane or visible means of propulsion defy the laws of gravitation and cross our skies at subsonic speeds. And yet... Even more frightening is the range of this phenomenon which adopts - pilots testify to this - the most improbable forms, the most heterogeneous.

			The popular press spoke to us of a trio composed of saucers, cigars or triangles. The rest would have been only misunderstandings or hallucinations. In reality, the phenomenon is more complex. By consulting the historical study of these proud intruders, we discover a celestial hardware which leaves literally stunned. The ufological chronicle delivers us a catalog in which we can find - as J. Allen Hynek, father of scientific ufology, said - “a stunted gherkin, submarines, boilers, prehistoric birds, rugby balls, mushrooms, soup tureens, sandwiches...”. And many other oddities. 

			Here is a brief selection of this airborne bric-a-brac.

			A huge pyramid in the sky

			Date: October 5, 1996.

			Location: Pelotas, in the southeast of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.

			 

			Haroldo Westendorff was born in 1958. Married with a 9 year old son, he owns a large rice field in the Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul and also runs a transportation company. He obtained his flight license at the age of 19, and became an aerobatic champion.

			On October 5, 1996, at 9 am, he left the airport of Pelotas on board his single-engine plane, a Tupi EMB 712. The weather was somewhat cloudy. Haroldo first flew over the Cage a Pesca club (a hunting and fishing reserve) and then reached the shore of Laranjal beach, near the Lagoa dos Patos. At 10:30 he decided to turn back. He flies at an altitude of 1800 meters when he sees on his left a strange flying object. This “ship” has the shape of a huge pyramid. Haroldo cannot believe his eyes. The UFO - totally silent - turns silently on its axis and heads towards the Atlantic Ocean at a speed of about 100 km/h. Intrigued, our pilot decides to go and observe this phenomenon more closely. 

			- This object was huge, totally gigantic! Haroldo later confided to the investigators of the GPCU, a Brazilian ufology group. It had the shape of a pyramid with eight faces. On each of its faces, we could see three protuberances in line, probably portholes.

			Our pilot estimates the height of this machine between 50 and 60 meters. And its base measures nearly 100 meters in diameter, the length of a soccer field. 

			Haroldo immediately contacts the control tower of Pelotas.

			- Do you see what I see?” he asks.

			Airton Mendes da Silva, the agent on duty, grabs his binoculars, points them at the sky and locates the craft. After 11 years of service, this 40-year-old had never seen anything like it. His colleagues Gilberto Martins dos Santos (50 years old) and Jorge Renato S. Dutra (31 years old), informed, also notice the presence of the unusual object. However, when Haroldo contacted the radar center of Curitiba, the operator declared that no aircraft or plane was visible within a radius of 200 kilometers around the single-engine plane. Haroldo then asked for permission to switch to a special radio frequency in order to provide a very precise description of the UFO. Refused. Too bad!

			- For twelve minutes, he says, I flew in circles around the UFO, at a distance of about 100 meters. I went around the craft three times in a row. I was able to observe it in detail. It seemed to be made of metal, more precisely of aged brass, and its bottom was smooth... As I circled around it, I did not notice any hostile movement on its part. Then, suddenly, the top of the craft opened just at its tip, and a flying saucer emerged vertically. It then tilted at a 45-degree angle and rose at breakneck speed. I thought of positioning my plane over the opening of the UFO to see what was inside, but I quickly gave up when a column of reddish, waving rays shot out of it. I was really scared, I moved away and stood about 200 meters away from this thing. At that moment, the huge object rose vertically, at an incredible speed, without air displacement, without noise or explosion. I once saw an F-16 fighter jet flying at 2400 km/h. In comparison, I would say that this object flew at more than 12,000 km/h in a few seconds.

			After landing, our pilot confided in his relatives. This is how the famous Brazilian magazine Istoé got wind of the case. At the same time, the journalist André Jockyman published a long paper indicating that the Ministry of Aeronautics (absorbed by the Ministry of Defense in 1999) was conducting a secret investigation on the sighting. The journalist also collected the testimony of the operators of the airport of Pelotas. Gilberto Martins dos Santos told the magazine that the object seen through his binoculars was “the size of a high voltage tower”. Jorge Renato S. Dutra added:

			- As far as I know, no aircraft on our planet moves vertically. However, the object in question went straight up to the sky before disappearing in the clouds...
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			The flying pyramid seen by Haroldo Westendorff

			Sources

			Istoé, November 27, 1996, pp. 19-21 and 78-80 - this case illustrates the cover - The Brazilian UFO Report, vol. 2, n°9, March-April 1997, pp. 3-9 - Timothy Good, Contacts extraterrestres, Presses du Châtelet, 1999, pp. 311-314 - The Australian UFO Bulletin, December 1999, pp. 12-15 - Historias extraordinárias, Mistério no céu de Pelotas, Brazilian RBS TV program - Close Encounters of the Brazilian Kind n°2, Liquid Press, 2000, pp. 10-16.

			A three-story room

			Date: August 25, 1987.

			Location: Broadford, Victoria, 88 kilometers north of Melbourne, Australia.

			 

			22 h. Trevor (32) and Cheryl Kerslake (28) were driving home from a friend’s house for dinner with their two daughters. They were driving quietly toward Reedy Creek, their home just outside of Broadford. As the Kerslakes were leaving Elliott’s Road, a bright light appeared on top of a nearby hill, overlooking a hundred-yard enclosure.

			- Look at this house, it’s lit up with hundreds of lights!” says Cheryl.

			- What if it’s a spaceship instead of a house?” Trevor jokes.

			The Kerslakes burst out laughing, but not for long. As they approach, they see that the light phenomenon is indeed a kind of spacecraft suspended in the sky. No doubt about it: a huge, dark shape, covered with several rows of lights, hovers in the night sky. Stubby arms seem to move at its top.

			- It was three layers, like a wedding cake! Cheryl later told investigators. It looked like a huge three-tiered wedding cake. The object didn’t seem to touch the ground, but was hovering right above it.
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