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    These hands have their character and souls,




    They are a world in movement, so it seems;




    The thumb and little finger are the poles




    Between which flow the strange magnetic streams.




    — Paul Verlaine
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      Leonardo da Vinci, St John the Baptist (detail), c. 1513-1516.




      Oil on wood, 69 x 57 cm. Musée du Louvre, Paris.
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