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    Introduction 
Gender and citizenship in the global age


    Laroussi Amri and Ramola Ramtohul


    Introduction


    African scholarship on gender and citizenship in this globalised era is still in the infancy stage, which makes this volume a timely publication. The volume seeks to fill a void in the scholarly writings and theorisation on this important topic.


    The papers collected in the volume were first presented at the 2008 CODESRIA Symposium held in Cairo on Gender and Citizenship in the Global Age. The book further demonstrates CODESRIA’s sustained commitment to encouraging research in gender and contributing to the production of gender scholarship in Africa. The volume presents case studies of different African contexts, illustrating the gendered aspects of citizenship as experienced by African men and women. Citizenship carries manifold gendered aspects and given the distinct gender roles and responsibilities attributed to men and women, globalisation affects the citizenship of African men and women in different ways. The papers illustrate some of the different ways in which the citizenship of African men and women has been affected. Sometimes these are positive and sometimes they are negative. In some cases, new forms of citizenship emerge, especially in the current era that is dominated by a neoliberal focus. This volume is not exclusive in terms of theorisation, rather in focuses on African contexts, emphasises local culture and practices and their implications for citizenship, and makes a good base for further scholarly work on gender and citizenship in an Africa.


    General framework of analysis


    It is pertinent to ask what the African experience and identity contribute to the debate on citizenship and their connection to the public and private spaces in a globalised era, particularly from a gendered perspective. The papers in this collection address this central issue, some explicitly, while others do so in a more implicit manner.


    Stages of african identity building


    By African identity, we refer to common characteristics of African ethnic groups. Several qualities and experiences, such as negritude and the establishment of community, describe this identity. These reveal the relics of domination of white men when analysed at historical and anthropological levels. While we do not claim to offer an exhaustive definition of the African identity, we focus on those aspects that are relevant to the research theme.


    The book examines two major aspects of the African identity. First was colonialism, which lasted for a long time. It was a historical experience that varied from one country to another. Secondly, the nature of domination that African endured during the colonial period was not only military, political or economic. Above all, it was fundamentally cultural. Unfortunately, this cultural domination has survived the colonial period and now operates as a kind of the democratic ideal inspired by European « models » and political systems, the adoption of colonial languages and lifestyles, civic and scientific training, as well as the conception of the world and society among other things. The main facet of this cultural domination lies in the fact that it targets the reversal of the African ethnos (Balandier 2000). This concept refers to the state of distress and has a foundation whose indigenous social formation is essentially based on an African community model. These two historical experiences define the African identity in terms of an argument by denial. A more positive definition privileges the struggle aspect and rejects the negative aspects. It thus takes strong willpower to move from the ethnos to the socius (Balandier ibid), which is a new situation that gives a different value to social life.


    The plundering of Africa was the third crucial stage that the African identity experienced. Here, there was an awareness of the economic foundations of social relations, in terms of an internal expression of domination as well as in the form of neocolonial external relations, which eventually vanished in the 1980s.1 Anthropologists and Marxists indeed highlighted a crucial aspect of the African persona. Next came the stage of « Afro pessimism », which prompted Jean Pierre Dorzon (2002) to observe that Africanism had lost the meaning it had acquired since the 1950s, namely, that of a discipline made up of history, geography, ethnology and sociology. As a result of this, a climate of « Afro- pessimism » (the cause of which becomes evident in civil wars, the decline of certain states and the AIDS pandemic) as well as neocolonialism finally became dominant. Today, Africans are confronting more general phenomena and movements that circulate between Africa, Europe, North and South America.


    Afro-pessimism did not flourish extensively. Flashes of free thought and citizenship practice characterised the second half of the 20th century when the gains in gendered terms were highly visible. Stiwanism (from STIWA - Social Transformation Including Women of Africa), as advocated by Omolara Ogundipe-Leslie, is one of these expressions that is still in its infancy. Even if little has been written on Stiwanism, it remains a project to formulate and conceive — one that will be authentically African. Stiwanism evolves in a global framework marked by the demand for better economic conditions for women, with a fair share of the nation’s wealth, but also for more global recognition of women’s rights in patriarchal societies.


    Africa : Birthplace of Citizenship


    Political and civic experiences of citizenship date back to ancient times in Africa. The term citizenship appeared in Alexandria, which became a large city reserved for the elite coming from Macedonia and was later opened to the rest of the inhabitants. During these ancient times, custom, including that observed in Pharaonic Africa (Egypt) considered citizenship as a sign of belonging to the city. With the advent of modern periods, citizenship took on the meaning of belonging to a state (there is no citizen without a state). In this semantic transformation probably lies the anthropological assertion of the usurpation of the city by the state, a basic idea that was confirmed by the research of Pierre Clastres (1974).2



    This facet of citizenship in Egypt can be considered as an extension of the Hellenistic civilisation. However, we focus on the practice of citizenship, which benefitted people from Macedonia who were able to live in Alexandria. This flexibility was not governed by a rigorous and strict principle of identity. It is this practical aspect, which drew our attention, to highlight it and underline the difference from the prevailing conception and practice in the typical Greek example of the deme (an administrative subdivision), which was stricter and lapsed into an identity-biased approach. Yet, the difference between Greco-Latin citizenship and ancient Egyptian citizenship lies in the fact that, until now, the countries of the North have linked this concept to a semantic content based on the notion of identity. The good seeds should be preserved (citizens, natives of the country), at the expense of the bad ones (slaves, women and foreigners or immigrants). In Pharaonic Egypt, chauvinism was less obvious.


    This introduction consists of three sections : the first deals with the concept of citizenship, the second addresses the questions of citizenship and gender as expressions of social movements while the third introduces the papers in this volume.


    The concept of citizenship


    Citizenship is a highly contested concept which carries immense political value. It is closely connected with political and social identity. Citizenship has been the locus of intense struggle in Western democracies as well as in postcolonial nations. The concept of citizenship has been historically associated with the development of political thought, where it was linked with the development of a moral being, identified with a community which was broader than one based on lineage (Halisi et al. 1998). According to Shklar (1991 : 4), citizenship is « the legal recognition, both domestic and international, that a person is a member, native-born or naturalized, of a state ». Max Weber (1968) distinguished three distinct meanings of citizenship in social history : classes that share a specific communal or economic interest; membership determined by rights within the state; and strata defined by standard of living or social prestige.3 Debates about citizenship have, in fact, been largely assumed to be debates about the implications of being a member of a state (Squires 1999).


    T.H. Marshall played a seminal role in expanding the conceptualisation and theorisation of citizenship in terms of rights granted to the individual by the state. According to Marshall (1965), citizenship entailed civil rights such as liberty of the person and freedom of thought or religion; political rights such as the right to participate in the exercise of political power; but also necessitated social rights such as the right to economic welfare and security, to work and to have a minimum standard of living. Marshall’s definition of citizenship, therefore, took the focus beyond government, politics and the legal system, to consider interactions of people with collective groupings at all levels of society (Sweetman 2003). Marshall’s model of citizenship was very influential and still structures contemporary debate. It opened the way to discuss degrees of citizenship obtained by different social groups at different times (Walby 1997). It was, nonetheless, subject to extensive criticism and the social model of citizenship that he contributed to was expanded and deepened by approaches that emphasise the flexibility of social membership, the limitations of citizenship merely as rights, and by perspectives that emphasise identity and difference (Isin and Turner 2007). Indeed, Marshall’s analysis was mainly focused on the white, male, working class segment of the British industrial society, which was a society without empire and devoid of internal inequalities apart from class (Fraser and Gordon 1994). It was also silent on gender and race and the rights of the people whose lands were colonised and taken and whose way of life was disrupted (Kabeer 2006).


    More recent approaches indicate that citizenship goes beyond the legal and political relationship between individual and the state, to involve participation in civil society (Kymlicka 1995; Isin and Wood 1999). Charles Tilly, for instance, posits that citizenship can be interpreted from four angles, namely as a category, role, tie and identity. As a category, citizenship designates a set of actors, i.e. citizens, distinguished by their shared privileged position vis-à-vis a particular state. As a role, citizenship includes the totality of an actors relations to others, which depend on his/her relations to a particular state. As a tie, citizenship identifies a mutual relation between an actor and state agents that can be enforced. Moreover, as an identity, citizenship refers to the experience and public representation of category, tie or role (Tilly 1996 : 7-11). Tilly’s conception of citizenship complements that of Marshall. The criteria for citizenship will, however, vary from country to country. In fact, as a social construct, citizenship includes political, socio-economic, cultural and psychological dimensions that develop in specific contexts and that change over space and time (Dobrowolsky and Tastsoglou 2006). According to Molyneux (2007 : 65), the contextual nature of citizenship defines its meaning for women in three main ways : first, the rights and responsibilities that citizenship entails are specified within a particular legal tradition and guaranteed by a particular state form; secondly, citizenship signifies social and political membership of a nation-state and makes claims on loyalty and identity within a set of specific cultural understandings in which ideas of womanhood are often central; and thirdly, within political practice, struggles for citizenship rights are played out within different political discourses and opportunity contexts. The variability of each has implications for how gender issues are framed, and affects the degree to which women can participate as well as the manner in which they do so (Molyneux 2007 : 65).


    Citizenship and postcolonial contexts


    Most of the theorisation and debate on citizenship has centred on the modern and recent experiences of Western societies. Few scholars have considered the relevance of this concept to non-Western societies and even fewer have focused on African contexts (Halisi et al. 1998). Problematic expectations of modernity in the developing world (Ferguson 1999; Moore 2005) have led to technocratic, disembedded and depoliticised approaches to « development » where development has been conceived of as a unilinear process of standardised, calculable and predictable practices (Ferguson 1990). This has led to a much stronger focus on large-scale « civic » citizenship at the expense of small-scale « ethnic » citizenship, where the juridico-political basis of large-scale civic citizenship has been uncritically assumed to be more inclusive than the cultural basis of ethnic citizenship (Mamdani 1996; 2000). Nyamnjoh (2007) points out that the focus of analysis has centred almost exclusively on institutional and constitutional arrangements, thereby downplaying the hierarchies and relationships of inclusion and exclusion formed by race, ethnicity, class, gender and geography that determine accessibility to citizenship in real terms.


    Colonialism had a distinct impact on citizenship in the colonies. While relationships between different imperial powers and their colonised subjects had obvious differences, yet they also shared remarkable similarities (Kabeer 2006). In this context, Mamdani (1996 : 16) states that the colonial state was in every instance a historical formation and its structure came to share certain fundamental features because, everywhere, the organisation and reorganisation of the colonial state was a response to a central question, namely, how a tiny and foreign minority could rule over an indigenous majority. Ultimately, the colonisers chose indirect rule or association rather than assimilation, where they constructed the colonial edifice on pre-existing arrangements, institutions and identities, but in ways that promoted their goal of hegemony (Bose and Jalal 1998). Customary law and traditional authority were invoked to support the hierarchical ordering of society. However, these customs and traditions had been largely created or were re-interpretations and reifications which served the imperial project (Kabeer 2006). Such colonial strategies were implemented in India as well as on the African continent, and impacted heavily on the citizenship of people in these regions. These imperial tactics, in fact, created separate communities, each governed by its own customs and traditions, alongside a civil society, with a modicum of civil rights, in which selected representatives of the colonised groups interacted on unequal terms with the representatives of the colonial powers (Kabeer 2006 : 93).


    Ekeh (1978) pioneered the study of citizenship in sub-Saharan Africa in the 1970s. He examined citizenship as an ideology of legitimation in Africa, recognising the fact that colonial rule had bisected African attitudes towards rights and obligations (Ekeh 1978). Ekeh’s work suggests that modern ethnic conflict, most often rooted in the colonial past, has encouraged a « dual citizenship consciousness » among Africans, as liberal citizenship has been mainly influenced by the colonial origins of the state in their societies (Halisi et al. 1998)3. Mamdani’s seminal work on « Citizen and Subject » (1996) shows how colonialism created two categories of people in the African public sphere in the colonies : citizens and subjects or the native and the citizen (Mamdani 1996). The « native » spoke the language of tradition and followed indigenous customs whereas the « citizen » possessed the power of rights, duties and privileges. The colonisers controlled the domain of the central state which was largely urban based and governed by civil laws, whereas the natives or the colonised were governed by a local state or the native authorities which enforced customary laws. This bifurcation of identities carried over into the postcolonial state as it was not reorganised to attenuate difference, either institutionally, ethnically, in terms of identity or symbolically (Adejumobi 2005). Adejumobi (2005 : 28) pertinently notes that while national citizenship was liberalised with civil laws applicable to all, the local state remained largely ethnicised. The state system reinforced local ethnic and political identities, fragmented the political process and undermined the concept of common citizenship for the people of the country.


    In a number of African states, tension is rife over access to and control of resources between different ethnic groups. Hence, Halisi et al. (1998 : 347) argue that citizenship theory in African contexts needs to move beyond the dichotomy of identities to accommodate a newer set of societal tensions largely induced by intense, subnational, identity articulation, the regional and global migration of select African populations, liberal economic reforms, and democratic transitions that have altered state-citizen relations in Africa. Yet, it is important to recognise that the bifurcation of citizenship in Africa also had gendered effects. Tension exists between customary law and civil rights, especially over gender issues and women’s rights, e.g., bodily autonomy, female genital mutilation, polygamy, inheritance, etc. This tension has a direct impact on women’s citizenship as they are often caught in between and their rights violated in the name of « culture and tradition ». In the current global age, it thus becomes important to analyse the extent to which the gap between these two dimensions of citizenship in African postcolonial states has been bridged. This aspect is of major concern to African women especially since African societies are historically patriarchal and a number of customary laws are discriminatory towards women.


    Citizenship in the global era


    While the concept of citizenship has been based on the notion of a society within the bounds of a state, globalisation is a phenomenon with political, economic, socio-cultural and technological dimensions, and refers to integration and inter-connectedness across national boundaries along these dimensions (Gans 2005). Globalisation entails transformations in relations between politics and economics, capital and labour, states and markets, international and domestic politics,4 and such transformations have been accelerated by developments in technology and communications which enable fast, borderless and virtual transactions and decision making. Globalisation is not a uniform and unilinear process as it impacts differentially on different regions, classes and people (Pettman 1999). A significant characteristic of globalisation is the growing disparities of wealth between states. Within states, globalisation has led to increased poverty, unemployment, flexible labour requirements, loss or reduction of social welfare. Many of the people who have been severely affected by these problems are women and migrants who do not have access to formal citizenship. Globalisation thus exists in an uneasy relationship with citizenship. In fact, it has been argued that the discourse on national citizenship which tends to lay emphasis on large-scale, assimilationist and bounded belongin is being increasingly challenged in the current global era characterised by an upsurge in claims for rights and recognition by small-scale communities (Nyamnjoh 2007). Similarly, Gans (2005) argues that two aspects of globalisation have pertinent implications for citizenship, first, the movement of people across national boundaries to live and work. This calls into question issues of national identity and belonging, of membership in a polity, and of the rights that accrue to that membership. Secondly, transnational corporations have the potential to transgress national sovereignty. Transnational corporations exist in parallel with the nationstate and both complicate and diffuse the rights and privileges that accrue to citizenship (Gans 2005).


    Held (1995, 1999) explored the implications of globalisation for citizenship, both at the domestic level and at the level of transnational or global institutions. According to him, globalisation is eroding the capacity for meaningful democratic citizenship at the domestic level, as nation-states lose some of their sovereignty. Globalisation at the political level has become more intense, especially with the hegemony of the neoliberal capitalist ideology. International codes of rights and privileges of individuals are being designed, institutionalised and gradually enforced by supra-national organisations (Adejumobi 2005 : 24). In this context, Lister (2003) introduces a multi-layered conceptualisation of citizenship whih enables citizenship to be defined over a spectrum that extends from the local to the global. In her view, the notion of global citizenship, which is reflected at the international level in terms of the rights and responsibilities associated with national citizenship, becomes a tool to challenge the exclusionary power of citizenship (Lister 2003). Here, the link between citizenship and human rights becomes more visible as the framework of global citizenship, especially through the United Nations and its associated bodies, encourages a focus on the responsibilities of affluent nations towards the citizens of poor nations, and also on a number of global issues, including environmental conservation and climate change. It also exerts pressure on states to respect the basic human rights of people, with the threat of economic sanctions and isolation. In terms of citizenship at the international level, one can also discern the steady growth of a global civil society through which social movements and non-governmental organisations have been pursuing their goals across national borders, often with the aim of enhancing the rights and citizenship of different populations and marginalised groups, including women. The rights of citizens are thus no longer the sole prerogative of states as legal norms and conventions, especially on issues governing civil rights, are evolving and nations are being encouraged and even coerced to acquiesce to them. Yet, Adejumobi (2005) cautions that the state remains a principal agent in global interactions and the institution of citizenship.


    Some commentators argue that although globalisation involves a good degree of weakening of the power of the social, it entails a corresponding development of « post-national » citizenship (Rose 1996), or in other words, globalisation is leading to the formation of new forms of citizenship. Soysal (1994) for instance, contends that national citizenship is losing ground to a more universal model of membership located within an increasingly de-territorial- ised notion of a person’s universal rights. This newer form of citizenship in the global age is especially connected with the growth of guest-working in many societies, greater global interdependence, increased overlapping membership of different forms of citizenship and the emergence of universalistic rules and conceptions regarding human rights formalised by international codes and laws (Urry 1999). In the current global age, therefore, contemporary citizenship has become « postmodern ». A wide variety of citizenships emerging in the contemporary global age have been identified. These include : cultural citizenship, minority citizenship, ecological citizenship, consumer citizenship and mobility citizenship. Hence, on the one hand, globalisation blurs the boundaries of citizenship, but on the other hand, it has created new forms of citizenship in the world today. The impact will nevertheless vary, depending on a range of socio-economic conditions in countries, including levels of development, gender, literacy and income, as well as the political system in place. At this level, it becomes interesting to explore new forms of citizenship emerging in African contexts and their gender dimensions.


    Gender, globalisation and citizenship


    The historical conceptualisation of citizenship dating from ancient Greece and which has been subject to widespread feminist critique, was highly exclusionary in the sense that only men of noble and royal family and upper class backgrounds were members of the state or full-fledged citizens; they were the only ones entitled to perform their civic duties. Women and slaves were denied citizenship long after the franchise had been extended to men of colour in most Western democracies. In most postcolonial countries, however, women were granted full-fledged citizenship concurrently with men at the time of independence. Feminist theorists have argued that despite the universal rhetoric on which they were based, civil, political and social citizenship were granted to different social groups within a given territory at different rates and times (Walby 1997 : 171). In certain Western democracies such as Britain, and in postcolonial democracies including Mauritius, civil citizenship for women came after political citizenship. Indeed, political citizenship often formed the power base from which women were able to win civil citizenship (Walby 1997). Movement towards the acquisition of social citizenship came later, with the development of the welfare state in certain countries, but this is under threat in the globalised era dominated by neoliberalism and the pressure to reduce government spending on social services. In fact, Sweetman (2003 : 4) notes that in global terms, women are the biggest group of people who are denied full citizenship rights. Gender inequalities, unequal power relations, especially womens exclusion from full citizenship and enjoyment of entitlements and rights, have myriad of impacts on womens citizenship in the current global age. In order to analyse specific impacts, it becomes important to deconstruct the term « woman » and to be aware that women’s multiple and different identities as women will lead to different experiences based on a number of social factors, including class, nationality, education, age, ethnicity, religion and sexual orientation.


    Underpinning women’s historical exclusion from citizenship in Western democracies has been the public-private divide, which entailed a rigid gendered separation of public and private spheres. Yet, the public-private divide also impacts on women’s citizenship in postcolonial developing nations. While the « public » represents universalism, justice and independence, the « private » represents particularity, care and dependence on the other (Lister 2003). With the public-private divide, women experienced citizenship differently from men as full citizenship was largely determined by an individual’s participation in the public sphere, principally characterised by full-time employment and political participation. Women were mainly confined to a private, domestic, care-taking role whereas men were presumed to be able to move freely between the private and the public spheres. Thus, according to Gouws (2010), if the state does not enforce rights in the domain of the private sphere where women’s citizenship is often characterised by subordination and violence and thereby deemed inferior, women cannot be equal citizens with men. In African contexts, the domain of customary law that condones traditional practices such as polygamous marriage, female genital mutilation and paying bride price directly impact upon the citizenship of African women, denying them equality as citizens. There is also the issue of bodily integrity, namely reproductive rights including contraception, abortion and reproductive health, which have been largely treated as « private », thereby denying women autonomy, equality and democratic participation. The reconfiguration of the relationship between the public and private domains, therefore, becomes essential for justice and equal citizenship in gender terms (Gouws 2010).


    While in some countries women’s citizenship is still largely restricted, in others the Constitution grants women full and equal citizenship. Yet laws, especially those dealing with issues of family and inheritance, often contradict national and international commitments to equality (Sweetman 2003; Gouws 2005). In this context, Gouws (2005 : 3) contends that citizenship is not simply determined by the inclusion in the nation-state through rights that confer upon people the status of citizens, it is also a practice that enables people to participate in the affairs of the nation-state. Applying a gender lens to the debate around citizenship in Africa exposes inequalities embedded in the nature of citizenship which are linked to the inability to claim rights as agents of citizenship (Gouws 2010). Nyamu-Musembi (2007) also stresses the importance of differentiating between formal citizenship and substantive citizenship. While formal citizenship is mainly concerned with rights and obligations between the state and citizens, substantive citizenship goes beyond the confines of formal politics and law to encompass the economic, social and political relationship between social groups and structures of power that mediate the standing of citizens.5 Constraints imposed by lack of action on the part of state institutions or those imposed by norms, culture, relationships and institutions all have an impact on a person’s substantive citizenship, often with strongly gendered characteristics.


    Globalisation, while creating new opportunities on the one hand and eliminating a number of social services and entitlements, on the other, directly affects men and women’s citizenship. The specific impact will be determined by a number of factors including gender, class, ethnicity, sexuality, culture and country of birth and citizenship. Lenz et al. (2007) mention the development of new patterns of gender orders in the global context as globalisation and economic transition lead to the unbinding of national orders. Indeed, with its neo-liberal market philosophy, globalisation has been pushing towards more « flexible » work, growing gender competition at work and to the image of a « flexible person » who constantly adapts to the challenges of globalisation.


    Women have become the preferred candidates for « flexible » jobs where tasks include light assembly work in export-processing zones or free-trade zones and subcontracted sweatshop/homework labour, as well as clerical and domestic work and sex tourism (Enloe 1989; Peterson and Runyan 1999; Pettman 1996). While providing women with a certain degree of economic autonomy, such advantages are largely short term, whereas the risks of exploitation in these jobs are high. With sex work, there is a major threat to women’s bodily integrity and safety, especially where girls and women are trafficked as sex slaves. Feminist critiques of the global capitalist market have focused on gendered divisions of labour in which men’s work has been privileged over women’s work in terms of status, pay and working conditions. In developing countries, such inequalities were (re)produced through early colonisation practices and more recently through economic policies such as Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP), imposed on the Southern nations by the North. Reductions in social welfare spending have had negative consequences on women who, in their domestic and reproductive roles, have had to compensate for state retreat or state failure to provide social infrastructure and support (Pettman 1999). Work carried out mainly by women in the « private » domestic arena is, however, still not accounted for and reproductive work remains largely invisible or devalued. The withdrawal of food subsidies and focus on production for export rather than subsistence has also generated a massive crisis in reproduction as conditions necessary for sustaining daily living were no longer available (Afshar and Dennis 1992). Although the adverse effects of economic restructuring and SAP on women in developing countries have been well documented (Elson 1991; Afshar and Dennis 1992), the impact on the identities and citizenship of men in these countries is an area to be explored in greater depth.


    Globalisation has led to an unprecedented rise in international migration of both men and women, to earn income and provide foreign exchange for their families and countries. Migration affects the citizenship of migrant men and women in various ways in both host and home countries. Some women have found autonomy and freedom from patriarchal bondage and conservative religious laws in host countries, whereas others have been exploited and turned into slaves’ performing forced labour, including being sexually exploited. Feminist scholars have documented the rise in the international « maid trade »; global sex trafficking and tourism as well as other services migrant women provide to elites in the big cities of the world (Enloe 1989; Pettman 1996; Peterson and Runyan 1999). Indeed, migration can also lead to new dependencies and reinforce existing gender boundaries and hierarchies. Moreover, home states have often been reluctant to defend the rights of their citizens, especially when they are dependent on remittances from overseas work as well as foreign aid and investment from host countries (Pettman 1999). Men have also been affected as they are in a different position of power in host countries and masculine culture may differ. These issues raise a number of questions on the impact on men and women as citizens, although different social positioning and skills lead to different experiences for the migrants.


    At the political level, globalisation has driven the setting of norms and laws for gender equality worldwide, largely spurred by the UN Decade for Women and international policies focusing on gender mainstreaming. In this context, Ferree (2006 : 11) contends that globalisation catalysed the setting up of three groups of strategies geared towards meeting feminist demands to empower women : developing a « women’s policy machinery » within state institutions; building an issue advocacy network outside of formal institutions; and developing women’s movement practices that led to knowledge creation. This has led to the abolition of direct and legal discrimination against women in most regions, although indirect discriminatory mechanisms still prevail, hindering women’s full citizenship. Globalisation has also enhanced many women’s political and economic citizenship by integrating them into political and economic decision-making bodies through affirmative action and quotas in some regions, but parity has yet to be reached in most countries. In this globalised age, one also finds women’s movements and those of other social justice groups propagating new egalitarian norms that have contributed significantly to discourses of equality and legal amendments which have uplifted women’s citizenship in a number of countries. These movements have provided knowledge and norms for achieving greater autonomy and equality and have extended transnational communication in which universal equality and cultural differences are acknowledged (Lenz et al. 2007).


    While this theoretical discussion on gender and citizenship in the globalised age has focused primarily on the experiences of women, who have been a marginalised group in many ways, the implications of the factors mentioned above on men’s citizenship nonetheless constitute a crucial component of a gender analysis of citizenship in this age. Scholarship on men’s experiences and masculinities is a more recent field of study and research has shown that different groups of men have specific gendered experiences. There exists a multiplicity of masculinities or multiple cultural constructions of masculinity and patterns of men’s lives both between cultures and within a given culture or community (Connell 2007). As such, any dividends that accrue to men from patriarchal privilege remain unevenly distributed. Bob Connell’s notion of « hegemonic » and « subordinate » masculinities usefully encapsulates men’s differential access to the power associated with their gender (Connell 1987 : 183-2). He posits the existence of a hierarchy of masculinities, in which gender intersects with other factors such as class, race and sexuality. Hegemonic patterns of masculinity operate at the level of the whole society, enforcing male power and advantage. Hegemonic masculinity is constitutive of and embodied in numerous institutional practices and individual men are compelled to negotiate their identities in relation to practices and relationships informed by hegemonic masculinity (Hooper 2000).


    Yet, globalisation reconfigures and reshapes the arena in which masculinities are articulated and transforms the shape of domestic and public patriarchies (Kimmel 2001). Globalisation has led to the gradual impoverishment of local peasantries as market criteria replaced subsistence and survival. Moreover, local crafts producers, small farmers and independent peasants have traditionally based their notions of masculinity on ownership of land and economic autonomy in their work. However, Kimmel (2001 : 24) notes that with globalisation, ownership and autonomy have been increasingly transferred higher up in the class hierarchy and outwards to the transnational corporations. Globalisation and its associated proletarianness have also also led to massive labour migration of male workers from their homes to migrant enclaves, squatter camps and labour camps (Kimmel 2001). Globalisation has, therefore, affected the autonomy and decision-making power of men in many communities, thereby affecting masculinities and gendered relations.


    At another level, it is important to note that, overall, globalisation is an intrinsically gendered process, bifurcated towards a masculine culture. Indeed, the institutional arrangements of global society such as the market place, multinational corporations, transnational geo-political institutions such as the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the ideological principles governing them - for example, economic rationality and liberal individualism - express a highly gendered logic (Kimmel 2001). In this context, Connell (1998 : 15) states that the growing, unregulated power of transnational corporations places strategic power in the hands of particular groups of men, while the language of globalisation remains gender neutral, such that the « individual » of neoliberal theory possesses the attributes and interests of a male entrepreneur. Therefore, patterns of masculinity embedded within these gendered institutions are also rapidly becoming the dominant, global, hegemonic model of masculinity, against which all local, regional and national masculinities are played out and to which they increasingly refer (Kimmel 2001). Given the gendered bias in global institutions, the impact of global and political restructuring has been greater on women, although « weaker » groups of men have been marginalised at the same time. Here, men from the lower income groups in postcolonial nations become particularly vulnerable.


    Social movements and disparities at the Level of « citizenship and gender »


    A quick historical reading of the class components of social movements that established citizenship reveals that it was mainly the slaves and peasants of both sexes who were bearers of a message of citizenship (Gauthier 2011).6 Citizenship, as borne in the example of the 1789 French Revolution which was a powerful social movement, is the fulfilment of the serf’s will for freedom, of slaves from sugar planters in the colonies, and of women and peasants (the peasant revolt and the « Great Fear » around July 1789). The foundation of this citizenship lies in its liberating vision. It is thus important to identify the social actors at the most local, grassroots and popular levels of society. Such initiative at the level of revolutionary social movements can be found in the feminine and feminist expressions, which have been assimilated and boosted within and by gendered approaches.


    African contribution to the gendered approach


    A critique of Western feminism helps discern the existence of several brands of feminism. There is talk of polyversal feminism (Zyllah Eisenstein)7 as a prerequisite for a debate within women’s liberation movements, and as a condition for liberating societies. The African contribution consisted of emphasising this diversity based on a critique of Western feminism that could only lead to an emancipatory approach for men and women at the same time. The 1980s witnessed the formation of new approaches, the most notable of which is the gendered approach. This is based on the belief that all forms of oppressive relations emanate from social interactions, the most prominent being that of the sexes. This is the most full-fledged definition of the gendered approach. The inequality between the sexes is a matter of lived social interaction at the cultural level (mentalities and orthodoxy), at the level of economic relationships (exploitation), as well as at the political (exclusion, ostracism, xenophobia, racism) and symbolic levels. It is nonetheless diluted by the values and roles that are affected by capitalism and patriarchy and translates into different roles for men and women. The level of polarity at the level of sex roles however varies for those who find themselves midway between both poles, for example in the case of homosexuality.


    
Stiwanism, as derived from STIWA8 can be considered as an African expression of theoretical and practical interest in the social interactions to be modified through the equality of the sexes for the liberation of society. The virtue of the African contribution consists of assimilating the assets and positive aspects of feminism and integrating them in order to propose a social theory according to which sexual foundation is essential and connected to racial foundation. The second African contribution will consider this transformation as an ordinary query and not simply a matter of revolution of a privileged historical moment following which a new structure is set up for a long period of time. The most outstanding features of the profound changes in the social interaction of the sexes and their implications lie in their being an interrupted and continuing issue. Patriarchy and relationships of oppression have lasted for a long period of time and will continue existing in diverse forms.


    Nnaemaka (2009) focused on the forms of negotiations, while maintaining the emphasis on the objectives of social liberation. It is from « nego-feminism », which is one of Morala Ogundipe-Leslie’s proposals and focuses for Stiwanism, that we can further delve into the African gendered approach and its input. Our approach stresses the necessity of concentrating on the ongoing and interrupted nature of these movements, calling for change in everyday social life and, therefore, not defying the spirit of African feminist theses. Both the masses and the elites are involved as a new type of citizen, revolutionary by negotiation, compromise, denunciation and the demystification of any form of alienation (sex, race, religion, class, etc.) at all levels. It is the African position that makes possible this commitment to finding pathways for change in the social relationships of the sexes.


    Citizenship and social actors in a global framework


    Peasants and the social contract (first core of social citizenship) : 


    During the social revolutions in the North and the South, the slaves and peasants constituted a potent force, for example, the peasant revolt during the French Revolution offered a social contract to the landlords, thereby putting forward a model of citizenship based on equality. This offer did not totally dispossess the landlords. In fact, the landlord structure consisted of two parts : the landlord’s manor and the landholding domain. The social contract offered by the peasantry to the landlords involved a sharing of resources and authority. This concrete act of sharing could only lead to the declaration of human and citizenship rights, the most substantive clauses of which could form the essence of a Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Here, it is important to note that the working class is a rather recent force of change, compared to slaves and peasants. Citizenship was a matter of concern to these two social classes before the advent of the working class which is the outcome of industrialisation, one of the fundamental factors of social change.


    Slaves of the Colonies and the Vision of the Global Citizen


    Slaves, such as those of Saint-Domingue, fully expressed the ideals embodied in the meetings of the French Revolution colonial assemblies in 1791-93 (Gauthier 2005). Their own revolt which integrated the slogans of liberty and equality, a refrain taken up by French peasants during the French Revolution, enriched the social movement of protest and initiative by their cosmopolitan nature. This plea was set up at two levels : the first was individual and lay in the appearance of cosmopolitan patriots. This was connected with the global- dimension citizenship because from Saint Domingue and the West Indies to metropolitan France, a wave of revolutionary ideas and actions spread through the movement of men and women driven by the will for change, for example, the movement set up by the Creole settlers in support of the slaves in the sugar plantations. This support was made on the basis of skin colour and community. It is, therefore, by common skin relation that the movement, heading towards the principles of citizenship, managed to mobilise at two levels : the Creole settlers9 and the slaves of the sugar plantations.


    The second level focuses on the appearance of a new model of citizenship. It concentrates on the global dimension of the social contract where neither the economic aspects nor the social ones or political and cultural are evaded. It is the precursory model of social citizenship at the global level that is at the core of the debates on democracy, the gender approach and the egalitarian and free society nowadays. The « social contract » in the historical and sociological conditions of the period, was bound to transform society locally as well as globally. This led to a universal appeal of social movements that established the citizenship of the modern period and brought new dimensions to the form of citizenship conceived in ancient times. The most important ones were those that consisted of incorporating citizenship in the register of equality from an economic perspective (for example, the equality of pay and the equality of professional status respectively). Moreover, citizenship resembles an essentially social citizenship today,10 including the « social contract » and also the legal right, in addition to its legitimacy. This involves the right to wellbeing at all levels (right to work, health, lodging, transport, education, culture, leisure, etc.), as well as political rights (right to vote, to be elected, right to political, union, corporatist, associative organisation, etc.) which are a guarantee for securing these social rights, and not only the legal and civic rights (right for a fair trial, property, residence, etc.) (Twine 1994).11



    Social citizenship was often associated with the function of the welfare state. However, the African experience of citizenship shows that in many African countries, society takes care of itself, alone and often against the state in order to establish a social citizenship between citizens who are vigilant with regard to their equality not only before the law (equal rights) but also in the face of adversity (equality inspired by the need for solidarity). They were men and women, driven by the principle of equality of the sexes and involved in associations, socio-professional committees, bodies constituted as a fabric of the civil society, at the level of magistracy, solicitors, engineers, doctors, teachers, etc. It is this fabric that constitutes a defence that can replace the state to a certain extent. This suggests fitting citizenship in the essential register of solidarity, involving men and women in a relationship based on equity in the willing absence of the state as the primary guardian of wellbeing and welfare.


    Migrants


    In addition to peasants and slaves in the colonies, the social conditions of the globalisation of the debate on citizenship can be linked to a third social actor — migrants. This is a category that has often been concealed behind the discredited designation - foreigners. Since the appearance of the deme in ancient Greece, foreigners were excluded from citizenship, hence the struggle led for centuries by immigrant patriots in order to claim equality and enjoy citizenship. Several social movements have affected the march of immigrants towards equality and liberty. Confined to a lexis proper to demography, the migrant is in fact the core of several forces : those of the itinerant job seeker (because the national bodies in charge of his/her employment as a citizen are failing); those of the job provider seeking labour, but also those of the state and the host country (for immigrant workers). Thus, from the slaves in the Americas to immigrant workers of Europe, the struggle for citizenship saw powerful moments involving both men and women. The gains of the French Revolution in terms of human rights and freedom of citizens owe much to the slaves and sugar planters in Saint Domingue (Gauthier 2005). At the end of the 20th century, the immigrants, including second-generation North Africans and also the elderly men and women who were employed in the French factories that needed labour because of the shortage of workers, claimed the right to citizenship and equal treatment.12



    In Europe and America, both men and women participated directly or indirectly in the social movements formed on the basis of migration and arising from the appropriation and domestication of the labour force by dominant capital as well as maintaining a demographic balance in European societies affected by ageing populations. An example of direct participation is the « Marche Pour l’Egalité et Contre le Racisme in France »,13 whereas indirect participation includes the movement initiated by people of mixed race14 during the French Revolution which facilitated the reinforcement of the Montagnes positions within the Assembly (Gauthier 2005) in favour of free citizens. It is, therefore, the social movements initiated by the migrants, men and women, which paved the way for a debate about citizenship. At the same time, it must be noted that there has been a dual oppression of immigrant women,15 as women first, and then as foreigners. Moreover, the conditions of women workers, especially black women suffering from exploitation because of their skin colour, leads to stigmatisation.


    Conjunction between movements of ideas and social movements


    Despite women’s participation, the French Revolution did not provide them with the status of a full citizen. It was only in 1946 that women were granted the right to vote in France. The issue of political rights seems to have been perceived as the core of citizenship participation from which women were excluded. It is evidently a global struggle which, today, thanks to « gender » as a concept, as an approach and as a paradigm, seems to have brought to the forefront to press for equality between the sexes as the basis of a new citizenship. It is the global framework, which, today, helps one to reveal the input of Africanism as far as the gender issue is concerned. This paradigm is to be taken as a theoretical construct deriving from the production of ideas and theories in the social sciences, but also as a frame growing out of the world’s social movements. The three social actors who contributed the most to the new form of citizenship, namely peasant(s), slave(s) and migrant(s), include both men and women.


    The research papers in this reader


    The papers collected in this volume from the Gender Symposium underline the global framework with reference to the local context of the specific countries. There are thirteen papers spread over twelve countries, some from the authors’ country of origin. The themes and sub-themes proposed in the Symposium, and which were at the core of the call for papers, form the common denominator of all the papers. The areas explored and which cut across the papers focus on patriarchy, gender and citizenship in the global age. The analytical content of the studies presented include the following subthemes : (i). The body; (ii). Laws, protocol texts, international treaties; (iii). The public sphere and the private sphere; (iv). Leadership and chiefdom; (v). Obstacles to women’s advancement; and (vi). Globalisation.


    The body


    The body can be a means employed by women to impose themselves socially but the body trade has also been considered as part of the socio-professional sphere. This argument is made by feminists who subscribe to the approach of the empowerment of women, as it can be considered a final obstacle to the achievement of a human being’s dignity. In this case, the body trade is the worst kind of oppression inflicted on women. These issues are raised in Mfon Umoren Ekpootu’s16 study of sexual trade. In his paper, Ndunde Otieno17 asserts that the situation created by video images and the investment made by women in the musical field largely contributed to a break with dominant patriarchal discourse according to which women are not allowed or expected to expose their bodies (for example, through dancing) in public.


    Laws, rights, protocols, international treaties and declarations


    The authors examine this theme particularly in relation to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which was ratified by many African nations. The Southern African Development Community (SADC) protocol, the SADC Declaration on Gender and Development as well as the Beijing Declaration were also ratified by many countries, including South Africa. However, there was also resistance to the adoption of certain international treaties and protocols. While exploring the impact of globalisation on women’s rights in Mauritius, Ramola Ramtohul cites an example of « the manner in which women’s movements used the United Nations instruments to press for changes in marriage laws in the 1970s » while Okuro (Kenya) focuses on the role of international treaties in the improvement of Kenyan women’s citizenship experience and the limitations at the level of enforcement due to financial constraints.


    Public sphere, private sphere


    For Sabastiano Rwengabo18 (Uganda), « the globalisation of democracy and women’s emancipation were necessary forces which underlay the reconstitution of the public sphere ». His analysis places both world processes - democratisation and women’s emancipation - in the perspective of citizenship. The author explains how these processes have further motivated Uganda’s political leaders - the government of the National Resistance Movement (NRM) under President Yoweri Museveni - to establish constitutional and institutional mechanisms aimed at bringing more women into the political and administrative cadres since 1995. The paper shows how women were active as rebels, collaborators and rebel chiefs; hence they could not be excluded from the reconstruction of society.


    For Sharon Groenmeyer19 (South Africa), « citizenship is a contested, contradictory and multi-layered concept, which reinforces the separation of the public and private spheres ». She thus calls for « a rethinking of citizenship in the globalisation era to admit both the public and private spheres ». She also suggests that citizenship should be tested against private life and sexuality. In private life, intimacy plays a role and « the concepts of intimate citizenship are found in heterosexual practices ». In the light of Sharon Groenmeyer’s paper, we understand that interdependence and the link between public and private spheres are central to gender and gender analysis. We cannot tackle the inequalities of social structures without observing intimate social relationships. The ideologies based on political and economic norms are doomed to fail maybe because they are linked to intimacy.


    Leadership and chiefdom


    For Fonkwe Tamonkeng Prudentia,20 « women chiefs and notables are well respected in society ». However, despite their high status, women continue to do household chores as mothers and housewives and remain submissive to their husbands. She states that the difficulty is to completely assert their authority and she identifies unequal power relations between the sexes and affirms that « the status quo has not changed ».


    Obstacles to womens advancement


    Mustapha Ziky discusses « the presence of diverse forms of exclusion of women in the : educational, environmental, political, social and cultural ».21



    The latter restrict women’s citizenship in Morocco.


    Globalisation


    Almost all the papers concur on the obvious effects of globalisation : ratified protocols, international organisations,22 etc. However, the authors analyse globalisation differently. Felix Macharia Kiruthu23 analyses the negative effects of Structural Adjustment Policies (SAP) on a district in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. SAP was largely the backbone of the integration of the countries of the South in the neoliberal policy framework advocated by international bodies such as the International Monetary Fund.


    Globalisation can be approached in terms of a « new world order » (Mfon Ekpotoo), with what it subsumes as pernicious significances which we are entitled to consider as an extension of the preceding historical period. This period fits the term in correlation with the concept of « international division of labour » as a masterpiece of the system which is generally unfavourable to the countries of the South, including those in Africa. Globalisation has, in addition, probably been approached in positive and negative terms at the same time, as in the case of the studies by Ivan Marowa24 or Ramola Ramtohul.25 The latter, without underestimating the negative aspects, states that « with the new international division of labour and the creation of an industrial free zone, globalisation opened up the gate for the economic autonomy of women belonging to the working classes with limited employment in Mauritius ».


    Angles of approach, variations and measures


    The angles from which these themes are explored are diverse. They vary at the level of privilege, and also in the modes of treatment of the issues being reviewed.


    –	The individual and personal mode, immersed in the intimacy of sexual life, as is the case with Sharon Groenmeyer’s study.


    –	The instructive academic mode (Mustapha Ziky and Jacques Tshibwabwa) versus the activist and militant mode.


    –	Gender opposed constructions : masculinity and femininity (Jacques Tshibwabwa, Mfon Umoren Ekpootu26 Ivan Marowa)27



    –	The long term, long duration are portrayed as an approach in Jacques Tshibwabwa’s study, whereas Rwengabo Sabastiano’s or Felix Macharia Kiruthu’s studies are inspired by the medium term at a time when the immediate approaches of recent sociology and history are reflected in studies such as Susan Kilonzo’s.28



    Another methodological subdivision can be established : this would be the ethnic perspective adopted by J. Tshibwabwa, compared to the entirely different societal perspective proposed by Hezron Ndunde Otieno’s study.


    Ultimately, we leave it to the reader to engage with the rich and varied themes and findings of these studies from 12 African countries.
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