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    Samir Amin was born in Cairo in 1931 and has Egyptian nationality. Since 1966 he has been a university economics teacher. He took a doctorate in economics at Paris in 1957. For three years he was a civil servant in Egypt, and he then became advisor to the Government of Mali. He has taught in the Institut Africain de Développement et de Planification at Dakar, and in the universities of Poitiers, Vincennes and Dakar. Samir Amin is the author of many books on the economic situation in various parts of Africa, including Mali, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Guinea, Senegal and the Congo.


    Abstract


    The challenges facing Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco after the departure of the colonists are as great as those surmounted by the native fighters in winning their freedom. They are not military, though, but economic, the basic question being : how really do we become economically independent, as well as politically independent? And beyond that the alarming questions arise : is it possible for there to be true political independence with economic dependence? Where have the struggles against the foreign oppressors led to?


    Samir Amin considers the social and economic problems of Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco today. His picture of present realities and trends shows many achievements, but some serious flaws. In his opinion not enough strength and resistance to outside pressure is yet being generated by the societies themselves. However there is a hope of greater industrialization and less bureaucracy; with this the Maghreb will be able to consolidate its hard-won freedom.
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    Preface


    The object of this work is to give a general picture of French colonization as it affected Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, and the principal changes which accompanied the establishment of the three independent states. The description and analysis cover three different facets of Maghreb society : the economic, the social and the political. In my view, an analysis of the economic consequences of colonial exploitation and decolonization is fundamental to any understanding of the direction and extent of the social transformations taking place in the Maghreb today, and also helps to clarify the significance of domestic and foreign policies in the Maghreb.


    The work is divided into two parts. The first sets out to describe and analyse the changes which took place in Maghrebin society from the beginning of French rule until about 1955. The French presence in North Africa dates from 1830 in Algeria, 1881 in Tunisia and 1912 in Morocco. The analysis of the economic and social structures centres on the key dates that mark the beginning of modern development : 1880 for Algeria, 1910 for Tunisia and 1920 for Morocco; and, at the end of the colonial period, towards 1955. Pre-colonial history is only touched upon very briefly, to the extent that it may help to illuminate some aspects of the history of the national movements, their style and ideology.


    The second part is devoted to an analysis of more recent economic and social transformations in the three countries. The essence of these transformations is interpreted in such a way as to throw light on and give significance to national Maghrebin forms of socialism and the domestic and foreign policies of these states - especially their policy towards the Arab world in general and the Maghreb in particular. Written in 1968, this work is now being published in the year 1970, which had been fixed upon as a vantage point from which to assess the development of decolonization and the prospective future developments outlined in the Conclusion.


    This study borrows extensively from my two-volume work L'Économie du Maghreb, published in French.1 Readers with a knowledge of French will be able to find more detailed information and more precise explanations of the methods of economic analysis used in these two volumes. Since the present text only reproduces the results of investigations, further reference to more detailed data is made by means of footnotes. References to the basic documents, usually official, on which my results have been based are not included, so as to avoid overloading the text and giving it a character out of keeping with that of the Penguin series. French tradition permeates all Maghrebin documents, and is apparent both in the style of statistical and economic presentation used (for example, all public accounting follows the French system), and in the spelling of names and abbreviations. I think it useful to retain these styles and spellings in the present English edition2 in order to make it easier for the reader to refer to the sources, which are of course in French. Changes in currency - the creation of the « New Franc » in 1960, of the Tunisian dinar in 1958 (one Tunisian dinar then = 1,000 old francs) and the Moroccan dirham (one Moroccan dirham then = 100 old francs), and finally that of the Algerian dinar in 1963 (one Algerian dinar = 100 old francs) - make it difficult to compare money values between one country or period and another. Again to simplify matters for the reader, all gross values, except where otherwise indicated, are expressed in thousand millions of old French francs (one thousand million old francs = £730,000 sterling at the time, i.e. before the latest British devaluation). Measurements of area are in hectares (1 hectare = 214 acres).


    


    
1  Amin, Samir, L'Économie du Maghreb. Vol. I : La colonisation et la décolonisation; vol. II : Les perspectives d’avenir. Paris, Éditions de Minuit, 1966. References in the present text will be indicated as follows : S.A., vol. I or II.


    
2  Except in the case of well-known names which have a recognized English spelling, e.g. Algiers, Fez. (Translator’s note.)




    Introduction : The geographical and historical background1



    The word « Maghreb » is Arabic for « Occident ». It is traditionally used to denote all the countries lying to the west of the Nile valley, or in modem terms : the Libyan Republic, the Tunisian Republic, the Algerian Republic, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Saharan portion of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. This study, however, covers only the three countries constituting what used to be French North Africa : Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.


    Algeria, which has been independent since 1962, is the largest of the Maghreb states : it covers an area of 2,205,000 square kilometres, some 341,000 of which make up the Northern départements, and 1,864,000 the Saharan départements. Its population was estimated in 1964 to be about 10,900,000. Morocco, independent like Tunisia since 1956, covers an area of 448,000 square kilometres. If the Saharan region is excluded, Morocco is larger than Algeria, and with its 12,600,000 inhabitants (1964 estimate) more thickly populated. Tunisia, with its mere 164,000 square kilometres, has a population of 4,400,000 (1964 estimate) and is thus the smallest.


    Natural conditions


    Climate and geography divide the Maghreb into two zones, which differ very markedly in their natural features : in the north there is the Maghreb proper, the cultivable mediterranean and subtropical areas; in the south, the Sahara. The northern limit of the Sahara is traditionally accepted as following the northern line of the last palm groves, which follows the southern escarpment of the Anti Atlas and the eastern High Atlas in Morocco, of the Saharan Atlas in Algeria, and the Gafsa range in Tunisia. Thus delimited, the mediterranean and subtropical regions of the Maghreb occupy 765,000 square kilometres, and the Maghrebin Sahara 2,052,000 square kilometres.


    The mediterranean Maghreb is therefore isolated from the Egyptian and eastern Arab world, and from Black Africa, by thousands of kilometres of desert. Separated from Europe by the sea, it well merits the name given it by the Arabs : Djaziret al Maghreb - Island of the Sunset.


    The northern Maghreb extends 2,400 kilometres from west to east between the 37th and 29th Parallels. In its geographical structure, climate, and way of life, it strongly recalls the western half of the Fertile Crescent,2 i.e. the countries of Greater Syria (the states of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel) with which the Arabs are very familiar.


    Like Syria, the northern Maghreb is primarily a mountainous country - the Greeks called it « Land of the Atlas »; half of Morocco and Algeria is situated at an altitude of more than 1,000 metres. Like Syria, the rainfall is generally inadequate, irregular, and unevenly distributed : only one third of the country has more than 400 millimetres, which is the annual minimum required for dry cultivation of cereals and mediterranean produce. Again like Syria, it is a country with large minorities of highland fanners who have preserved their own traditions : Berbers in the Maghreb (also known as the Land of the Berbers, or Barbary), whose counterparts are the Maronites of the Lebanon, the Alawi and the Druzes. These are all peoples living entrenched in mountain fastnesses, which the nomadic invasions, that brought the faith of Islam to the land and progressively arabized it, found difficult to penetrate. And, as if to accentuate further the resemblance between these two extremities of the Arab world, both are regions which have recently and extensively been colonized by European settlers - French in North Africa, Israeli in the countries of the Syrian East.


    Because of the configuration of the land, the climate, and vegetation, two distinct zones can be distinguished in each of the three countries : a mediterranean region, and an area of steppe.


    The massive complex formed by the chain of the High Atlas (containing the highest point in the Maghreb, 4,165 metres), with the Anti Atlas to the south (enclosing the plain of Sous) and the Middle Atlas to the north, runs south-west to north-east, cutting Morocco in two. Together with the flanking chain of the Rif - a crescent open to the north and separated from the Middle Atlas by the narrow Taza Gap - these mountains constitute the Berber highlands of Morocco, isolating Atlantic Morocco from the eastern half of the country. Rainfall on the northern and western slopes of these highland regions is adequate and improves progressively the further north that one goes : 800 to 1,000 millimetres in the western Rif and on the peaks of the western part of the Middle Atlas, or enough to support some very fine forest. The climate and vegetation are mediterranean alpine : cool summers, with maximum temperatures rarely exceeding 20°C, and cold winters, with temperatures depending on altitude (minimum winter temperatures lie between 0° and — 10°C in the most thickly populated medium-altitude zones). This makes intensive sedentary husbandry and stock-farming possible.


    Atlantic Morocco is made up of two groups of plains : those of Fez, Meknes and the Gharb, along the Sebou Basin, to the north; and those of the Tadla and the Haouz to the south, at the foot of the Atlas. The two groups are separated by a plateau, the Moroccan Meseta. The rainfall is still very adequate north of the latitude of Casablanca, ranging from 400 to 600 millimetres. To the south, however, it is insufficient, except for a narrow coastal strip running from Casablanca to Safi, and in the foothills of the Atlas. Thus Atlantic Morocco forms a vast crescent open to the south-west, where intensive mediterranean agriculture is possible; its enlarged belly, the northern plains, constitutes the potentially richest part of this Maghreb state. From Tangier to Agadir the climate is mild and uniform. The average temperature is 17°C, ranging from 11°C in January to 22°C in August, an amplitude of only 11°C. The southern part of the coast, opposite Essaouira (Mogador), Safi and El Jadida (Mazagan), is kept cool by the cold current from the Canaries. In the interior, the amplitudes are a little greater (17°C at Fez and 20°C at Taza).


    The interior of this Atlantic Moroccan crescent is covered by steppe, as is the whole of eastern Morocco, the natural extension of the region of Oran.


    In Algeria, a long coastal chain, the Tellian Atlas, 70 to 150 kilometres wide, encloses small coastal plains - the Sahel of Oran and the plain of the Chelif, the Mitidja round Algiers and the plain of Bone. To the west of Algiers, the chain is divided into three ranges named the Tessala, Ouarsenis and Dahra. It is lower here than in the east, in Kabylia (the ranges of the Djurdjura, Biban and Babor), whose highest point lies at 2,308 metres. To the south, the ancient bedrock of the Sahara has heaved up into a series of ranges making up the Saharan Atlas. From west to east, the ranges are called : the mountains of the Ksours (highest point - 2,236 metres); the Djebel Amour; the mountains of the Ouled Naïl; and the mountains of the Hodna and the Aurès (highest point in Algeria - 2,329 metres). In the eastern part of the country, from the Hodna onwards, the Tellian Atlas and the Saharan Atlas meet in an area punctuated by small mountains and high plains. To the west, on the other hand, the two chains diverge, enclosing a very large area of high plains.


    Thus a line drawn from Algiers to Biskra clearly bisects Algeria into two distinct parts. This effect is further accentuated by differences in climate. Western Algeria and eastern Morocco, its extension, are cut off from the beneficent effects of the Atlantic by the high Moroccan mountain ranges, and receive very little rainfall : only the privileged slopes of Tlemcen, Sidi Bel Abbés, Mascara and Tiaret receive as much as 200 to 400 millimetres, with the last named actually receiving 400 to 600 millimetres. Here, the mediterranean zone is extremely limited; the area of steppe encroaches on the upper plains (average altitude - 800 metres), and even on the coastal plains. Between Melilla and Oran the steppe extends down to the sea. The eastern escarpment of the Moroccan Atlas drops straight down into the desert. The climate is mediterranean, but can nevertheless produce some extremely hot summers, especially towards the interior (sometimes more than 48°C at Orléans-ville), and winters which are sometimes severe on the high plains (0° to 5°C) and on the northern scarp of the Saharan Atlas. The mediterranean nature of the country is therefore affected by the continental mass behind it.


    In eastern Algeria, on the other hand, the much higher average altitude and the much more abundant rainfall mean that the mediterranean zone extends up to the margins of the desert, at the foot of the Aurès. The Kabylian coast and mountains from Dellys to Skikra (previously Philippeville) receive more than one metre of rainfall, and more than two metres in some places; while the upper plains of Constantine get from 400 to 600 millimetres, and the Aurès 600 to 800 millimetres. The coast beyond Algiers thus benefits from a truly mediterranean climate : the summers are hot but not torrid (average maximum temperatures at Algiers reach 25 °C), while the winters are mild (average minima at Algiers are 12°C). The effect of the continental mass is again felt in the Upper Plains at between 1,000 and 1,200 metres. At Constantine the annual average is only 13°C, as against 18°C at Algiers; summer maxima are very high (45°C), while severe cold is experienced in winter (below 0°C).


    The average altitude in Tunisia is only 300 metres, as against 900 metres for Algeria and 800 for Morocco. The Tellian Atlas and the Saharan Atlas merge and follow a high-level line, the Tunisian Dorsal (highest point - 1,544 metres), which runs from the south-west to the north-east, and is continued by Cap Bon. The Dorsal cuts off the mediterranean region of northern Tunisia from the southern Tunisian steppe. To the north of the Dorsal, rainfall exceeds 400 millimetres, and is even more than a metre on the peaks of Kroumiria (Ain Draham). The landscape of northern Tunisia is varied. The valley of the Medjerda separates the low wooded hills of Kroumiria along the north coast from the high plains which extend from the southern side of the valley to the north scarp of the Dorsal. The north-eastern extremity of the Maghreb is made up of the small plains and hills of Bizerta, Tunis, and Cap Bon. The climate in this region is thoroughly mediterranean : the annual average temperature between Bizerta and Tunis is 18°C, with an average of 11°C in January and of 26°C in August. In the interior the differences are more marked - again a feature of the continental land mass.


    To the south of the Dorsal, as far as a line between Gafsa and Gabès, lies the steppe (rainfall - 200 to 400 millimetres), with a semi-mediterranean, semi-continental climate. The summers can be very hot, and the winters on the Algerian border are sometimes severe. But along a narrow coastal strip called the Sahel, which runs from Sousse to Monastir and Mahdia, the presence of the Mediterranean has created a microclimate favourable to settled husbandry.


    As has already been stated, the northern limit of the Sahara follows the south scarp of the mountain ranges of the Maghreb Atlas and the chain of Gafsa. It then extends southwards to the 20th Parallel or thereabouts, which marks the northern limit of the Sahelian grassland (the cram-cram). From the Atlantic to the Nile Valley, the Sahara is shared by the three Maghreb states, the Spanish Sahara, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Libya, Chad, Egypt and the Sudan. Thus defined, it occupies almost 6 million square kilometres, one third of which, or 2 million square kilometres, lies within the states of the Maghreb. Algeria has the largest share, as her southernmost point beyond the Hoggar lies on the 19 th Parallel, 300 kilometres away from the Gao Sahel. Rainfall is everywhere inadequate (less than 100 millimetres), is unevenly distributed, and arrives in sudden, violent showers. Daily temperature amplitudes are high, often reaching 20°C; the average annual amplitude at In Salah is — 4° to 53°C. The landscape is bare, consisting of ergs (sand-dunes), regs (plains of boulders), and hammadas (gravel and chalk plateaux). There are some occasional rugged stretches of mountainous country, as in the Algerian Hoggar, where the highest peak reaches 2,918 metres. Human settlement is confined to the oases, which run along the Oued Dra and in the Tafilalet in Morocco; down as far as the Figuig-Colomb Bechar and Ain Sefsa regions in the south-east of Algeria (Laghouat, Biskra, Touggourt, Ghardaia); and along the Tunisian chotts, from Tozeur to Gabès : though they are sometimes found even in middesert, as between the Tademait Plateau and the highlands of the Hoggar, at In Salah or at Ghadames at the southernmost tip of Tunisia.


    Way of life


    The way people live in this part of the world, as in the countries of Greater Syria, is a function of its history rather than of natural conditions. The agricultural potential of the Maghreb has for the most part been small and ill-exploited. This is still largely the case, and has been so since the eleventh century of our era (the fourth century of the Hegira).


    Occupying the frontier-region which divides the world of the mediterranean farmer from the open ranges of the nomadic herdsman, the Maghreb, like the Syrian countries, has been the scene of strife between these two irreconcilable ways of life since time immemorial. Certainly for centuries, and possibly millennia, the nomadic Berbers, whom the Romans called Getuli, held the upper hand over the peasants, also Berbers, who were restricted to very small areas, mostly mountainous. The Phoenicians who had settled in a few coastal enclaves - of which Carthage was the most famous - did not attempt to make any serious inroads into the hinterland. The extension of agrarian civilization in these regions was made possible only by Rome, with her well-guarded frontiers or limes, and the Pax Romana. The Berber farmers took the opportunity to display astonishing dynamism and adaptability. While the nomads were held back to the south of the limes, the settled Berbers covered the country with their agrarian civilization. Over the whole of the mediterranean region, dry cereal farming, vineyards, olive groves, and fig and almond plantations bestowed a smiling and orderly appearance on the favoured plains and on the mountains. A settled, agricultural way of life was introduced over a large part of the Tunisian and eastern Algerian steppe, a region now desolate but still bearing the ruins of vast irrigation works which testify to its forgotten fruitfulness. This radical transformation of the Maghreb affected the three countries in widely differing degrees. Present-day Tunisia, down to a line from Tozeur to Gabes (the proconsular province of Africa), and eastern Algeria (Roman Numidia) were profoundly marked by it. By contrast, western Algeria and eastern Morocco (province of Caesarean Mauretania) were much less deeply affected : the limes followed roughly the southern limits of the Tell, i.e. of the mediterranean region, leaving the higher plains to the nomadic Getuli. Similarly the Roman colonization of Morocco (Tingitanian Mauretania, taken from the name of Tingi, the present-day Tangier) only covered the Rif and the plains of Sébou, leaving the whole Moroccan Atlantic coast south of Sala (near present-day Rabat) to the nomads, and the three ranges of the Atlas to the hillmen.


    The Arab invasion was the starting-point of a great nomadic revival. For three centuries the Arab empire was a flowering reincarnation of the Roman. The Arabs, or arabized Berbers, populated the ancient cities or founded new ones, giving a new impetus to both. But for the most part they kept to the towns, leaving the countryside of northern Morocco, the Algerian Tell and, above all, Constantine and Tunisia to the sturdy Berber peasants, who were able to maintain the prosperity which these areas had hitherto enjoyed. The nomads were still more or less restricted to the south of the old Roman limes. Gradually, however, there began to appear in the wake of Islam the menacing figures of Arab tribesmen from the East, who attached themselves to the nomadic Berbers south of the limes. From this time on, the arabization of the Maghreb began, starting with the nomadic Berbers. Their use of the language of the Holy Book and their adoption of Arab and extreme Islamic customs - in contrast to the Berber farmers, whose conversion to the new religion was somewhat superficial - lent them some of the prestige of their conquerors. In the eleventh century, the hordes were let loose : the Beni Hillal, the Beni Solaym, the Makil and many others crossed the limes in force. The smiling Berber countryside disappeared for ever, the irrigation works were destroyed, and the villages disappeared soon after, as the old settled population died out or took refuge in the hills. Since that time, the Maghreb has been the land of paradox which it still remains : a land of poor, overpopulated mountains, inhabited by stolid farmers still speaking the Berber tongue; while the potentially rich coastal plains are underpopulated and given up, like the High Plains of the interior, to the sheep of nomadic herdsmen, most of them Arabs or at any rate arabized. Finally the towns themselves, which had practically disappeared from the hinterland, fell into decline, and the whole of the Maghreb into somnolence.


    French colonization set in motion a reverse process by reviving the better land of the mediterranean zone. But outside the areas which were colonized in the true sense, the gradual settlement of the arabized populations on these plains has up till now shown very meagre results.


    It is therefore possible, at the present time, to draw a very clear demarcation between two groups within the population, each with its own distinctive way of life : the nomadic and semi-nomadic herdsmen; and the sedentary farmers and hill-men.


    In Morocco the hill-men, all Berber-speaking except in the western part of the Rif, comprise two fifths of the population. Almost all live in fixed settlements as cultivators or transhumant herdsmen, often combining the two activities in a highly intelligent manner. The Chleuh of the Anti Atlas and the western High Atlas, who also live in the Plain of Sous lying between the two chains, cultivate terraced gardens, where they grow cereals and vegetables, and have covered the mountains with plantations (figs, olives, apricots, almonds) which enable a dense population to gain a living from these barren lands. They have also populated the dir, at the foot of the west escarpment of the High Atlas. This is a long ribbon of gardens watered by the mountain streams; here lies Marrakesh, their capital. Further north, the tribes of the Middle Atlas practise an economy which leans more towards transhumant livestock-farming, whereas the interior plains and the dir are reserved for the growing of cereals. Finally, in the north, the Riffs - Berber speakers in the east, Arabic in the west (doubtless dating from the time of the Andalusian emigration after the Reconquista) - tend vegetables and fruit plantations, combining this with transhumant livestock rearing, and again enabling the barren mountains to support a dense population. Thus all the Moroccan highlands are dotted with carefully tended and usually overpopulated villages, except for the eastern High Atlas, which is too dry and has been abandoned to the nomads.


    By contrast, the Atlantic coast of Morocco was up to a few decades ago entirely given over to arabized nomads, both in the northern, mediterranean region (the plains of the Sébou) and in the southern steppe. Here, in these potentially rich areas, the colonized lands (one million hectares) have since altered the landscape. Large-scale production of cereals, shrub plantations (citrus fruits and vines), and spring vegetables have taken the place of sheep grazing on the steppe. But because of the methods used by the colonizers - centralized, mechanized farming - no villages were created. The new rural proletariat, recruited from the nomads of yesterday, huddle instead round isolated farms in primitive thatched huts, shacks, and tents. With the passage of time, the same regions have since been subjected to « internal colonization » under exactly the same conditions. A few nomads have also embarked upon extensive cereal growing, out of imitation, but without abandoning their sheep farming, and without forming any strong attachment to the soil. They still build no villages, contenting themselves with temporary shacks and tents. Atlantic Morocco still retains its age-old air of desolation.


    As for eastern Morocco, it is, like the Oran region, wide open to the Sahara, and both were entirely overrun by arabized herdsmen. Atlantic Morocco is protected by the Anti Atlas and the High Atlas from the nomadic hordes of the Sahara, who only passed through as conquerors, like the Almoravids. The nomads inhabiting Atlantic Morocco came from the east, through Oran and the Taza Gap. The great nomads from the south of Algeria and Morocco, on the other hand, were able to sweep through eastern Morocco unhindered by natural obstacles, following the Atlas chains along the valleys of Dra and the Moulouja, into Oran and onwards almost to the sea, coming to rest finally in the Tell. The sedentary farmers in these regions were able to continue their husbandry only in the irrigated ksours of the palm groves or the Saharan Atlas, and were entirely subjugated by the nomads, who reduced the peasant population to serfdom. The great nomads of the desert were joined by the lesser nomads of the Highland Plains of Oran, also arabized. French colonization was very firmly implanted here in the west, in the Algerian Tell, and in half a century it has totally transformed the countryside, all the more so since this old type of colonization, based originally on the creation of small estates, left behind it an infrastructure of established villages, a novelty in this sheep-ridden country. The one-time contact between the semi-nomads of the High Plains and the colonized territory also transformed traditional ways of life. Quite apart from the large number of native inhabitants taken into employment as agricultural labourers on the colonial estates, a very profound evolutionary development led entire tribes to adopt the cultivation of cereals, to the detriment of their sheep farming, and ended up by causing them to settle completely. Eastern Morocco, on the other hand, conquered later and never having known this form of colonization, still preserves the desolate air of a border march abandoned to the nomads.


    Eastern Algeria resisted the assault of nomadism much more effectively. Here the Tell, the mediterranean region with an adequate rainfall, extends to the confines of the desert. The great nomads of the south came to a halt at the foot of the southern escarpments of the mountains of the Hodna and the Aurès. The Tellian Atlas of eastern Algeria is the country of the Kabyle highlanders. These cultivators and planters, growers of olives and figs, hard-working and tenacious, are firmly settled in their stone villages, and it is they who have preserved most faithfully the Berber tongue and customs. Their tenacity has enabled them to survive despite the overpopulation of these poor mountains. Their neighbours at the southern end of the eastern Tell are the Chaouia of the Aurès, Berber highlanders too, who also grow cereals and fruit, but whose economy places more importance on transhumant (though non-nomadic) livestock farming than is the case with the Kabyles. Between these two Berber-speaking sedentary heights, in the narrow Upper Plains of Constantine, the more or less arabized Berber inhabitants used to lead a pastoral existence. But a century of colonization imposed a complete return to sedentary life and the cultivation of cereals. The open range was enclosed, and villages were built.


    The ancient sedentary village life has been best preserved through the ages in the coastal areas of Tunisia. From Bizerta to Tunis, on Cap Bon, along the grassy littoral and among the islanders of Kerkenah and Djerba, skilled cultivators, planters, and gardeners have succeeded in maintaining their traditions as smallholders despite the vicissitudes of history. Moreover, the influx of Andalusians in the seventeenth century greatly contributed to the country’s revival, as well as arabizing it thoroughly. The fact that Tunisia is wholly open to the east had in any case already resulted in the almost total arabization of the Tunisian coast (Berber dialect is now spoken only in Djerba).


    Everywhere else in Tunisia, the Bedouin tide destroyed the ancient mediterranean-style irrigated agriculture of the Roman period. Except in the far north, in the low hills of Kroumiria where arabized Kabyles kept up a meagre sedentary agriculture, the whole mediterranean region of northern Tunisia, the valley of the Medjerda and the high plains north of the Dorsal, was conquered by Arab nomadism. None the less, contact with European colonization slowly but surely won back these lands to sedentary culture, as in the high plains of Constantine of which they are the extension. To the south of the Dorsal, on the other hand, on the high steppe of Gafsa, sedentary agriculture has made very little progress, despite the fact that the area of land under the plough has been extended at the expense of pasture. But since the irrigation systems of classical times, destroyed by the Arabs, have not been reconstituted, cereals culture remains a very hazardous business. On the coast, around Sfax, rich olive groves have been able to gain ground on the steppe, thanks to colonial rule, as the villages of the Sahel, previously under constant threat from the nomads, were able to extend the range of their cultivation. Between the high steppe (the country of the semi-nomads) and the desert to the south of the Gafsa range (the domain of the great nomads, where the rural way of life is confined to the oases between Tozeur and Gabfes), partially arabized Berber highlanders, the Djeballia and the Matmata, have maintained a precarious sedentary agricultural existence, centred on the few scattered wells.


    As has been shown, therefore, the present frontiers of the three Maghreb states do not in the least correspond either to natural conditions or to historical tradition. The Arabs, continuing the tradition inherited from the Romans, had divided the Maghreb into three provinces : Ifrikiya, covering the old Roman provinces of Africa and Numidia, i.e. the firmly rooted fanning communities of Tunisia and Constantine; the Central Maghreb (al Maghreb al Wasat), a poor province where sedentary life was confined to the narrow strip of the Oranian Tell, ultimately to be divided between Algeria and eastern Morocco; and finally, the Far Maghreb (al Maghreb al Aqsa) beyond the Atlas. This latter province, isolated from the rest of the Maghreb and facing the Atlantic and the Iberian peninsula, was shortly to pursue its own course of history.


    Each of the three « provinces » of the Maghreb had a life of its own. Life in the province of Ifrikiya turned around its ancient capitals, Tunis (founded near the site of Carthage) and Constantine, and its new capital, Kairouan; that of the Central Maghreb, around Tlemcen; that of Morocco, around Fez and Marrakesh. When the Maghreb was ravaged by the nomads from the eleventh century onwards, the country which was later to become Algeria suffered most; practically every trace of a settled farming life was eradicated in the west, while in the east the Berbers barricaded themselves into their mountain retreats and resisted any form of centralized control. From this time on, civilized life fled to the two extremities of the Maghreb :to the small area around Tunis, which the Turks had turned into a Beylik (semi-independent from the eighteenth century onwards) and to which the Ottoman Sultan had entrusted the rule of the nomads in the area that subsequently became Tunisia; and to the extreme west, to the Atlantic area of Morocco, now an independent Sultanate. But neither the Sultan nor the Bey had effective control over their respective countries. The Sultan’s authority did not extend beyond the boundaries of the Atlantic Moroccan plains (the Bled el Maghzen, or government country), while the Berber tribes remained masters of the mountains (the Bled essiba, or deserted country). The Turks had abandoned eastern Morocco to the Moroccans, and it became a border march protecting the valleys of the Sébou, beyond the Taza Gap. The authority of the Bey hardly extended beyond the settled coastal strip of Tunisia between Bizerta and Cape Bon. As for the Dey, set up by the Turks in the new city of Algiers, his sovereignty was even more in dispute : it was contested in the west by the nomads of Oran, and in the east by the Berbers of Constantine, so that his effective authority hardly extended beyond the city walls.


    


    
1  Despois, J., L’Afrique du Nord, Paris, PUF, 1964.
de Planhol, Xavier, Les Fondements géographiques de l’histoire de l’Islam; Paris, Flammarion, 1967.


    
2  The other half is occupied by Iraq (land of the Tigris and Euphrates).




    Part I 
French colonization in the Maghreb
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    Colonial divisions of the Maghreb states, 1914




    I 
Economic development


    French colonization produced a profound transformation in the economic structures of the Maghreb, leaving at the same time a deep mark on its culture and even altering the physical landscape. The modernization which colonialism brought in its train resulted in an unprecedented leap in the population figures. Over the last thirty years the population has more than doubled, more than trebled since 1880, and has how reached 28 million. A further result of modernization has been a strong tendency towards urbanization, which has meant that between a quarter and a third of the whole population is concentrated in large cities, some of which (Casablanca, Algiers, Tunis) are among the largest on the African continent. Nevertheless, overall growth in production has remained small, ranging from 2 to 3·5 per cent per annum, depending on the country and the year. There can be no doubt that these mediocre results are attributable to the very nature of colonial exploitation, despite the huge efforts which were made. The economic growth of the Maghreb under colonial rule can in no sense be described as balanced or orderly. The forms of disequilibrium characteristic of such colonial development have acted as powerful brakes on the growth rate, and finally left a legacy of vast economic and social problems to the independent Maghreb states which inherited French North Africa.


    The agrarian colonization which engulfed Algeria, then Tunisia, and finally Morocco in successive intervals of thirty years or so, certainly revolutionized agricultural methods and in some areas even transformed the previously desolate face of the countryside. But because this agricultural revolution was more or less confined to the lands taken over by the settlers, overall progress in agriculture was slow, varying from 1 to 2·5 per cent per annum over the years. When the agricultural colonization of Algeria and Tunisia began to slow down after 1930, the full weight of stagnation in traditional agriculture at last made itself felt, and it was not long before the rate of agricultural growth dropped below the growth- rate of the population. When independence came to Morocco, colonial agriculture there had not yet lost its dynamic momentum. By the same token, although agricultural production per head of the rural population remained roughly stable in Algeria, and even showed a gradual rise in Tunisia and Morocco, the average figures disguise ever more thinly the growing disequilibrium between the colonized lands and native Aluslim agriculture, which became both relatively and absolutely pauperized.


    Rates of progress in industrial production and building were higher : 3 per cent per annum in Algeria and Tunisia; 6 per cent in Morocco. Again, however, growth was uneven. Colonization turned the Maghreb into a world supplier of phosphates, iron ore, and certain non-ferrous metals. Yet since 1930 the poorer Algerian and Tunisian deposits, some of them nearly exhausted, have been of little benefit, though those of Morocco maintained their abundant yields to the end of the colonial period and beyond. The indigenous artisan class is stagnating everywhere, in some cases even declining; but instead of its functions being taken over by a larger-scale manufacturing industry, its products are replaced by imports. The Maghreb is still industrially backward : some supply and service industries have been created, particularly since the Second World War (here, once again, Morocco overtook Algeria in the five years from 1948 to 1953); but basic industry and whole sectors of light industry (textiles, for example) are entirely lacking. By 1955 large-scale industry still supplied less than 8 per cent of the gross domestic product. With the growth of the towns, aided by the influx of European settlers, and the major public works projects undertaken after the war, the rate of progress in electrification and building was very rapid. Mining and construction were the main growth sectors, and they had the effect of raising the share of the artisan class, industry, and construction from 10 to 15 per cent of the gross domestic product at the beginning of colonization to 25 per cent by 1955, while the share attributable to agriculture fell progressively from 40 to 45 per cent to 30 per cent. Comparison with highly developed industrial countries clearly shows the profound differences in the secondary sector (Table 1).


    Table 1. Structure of Industrial Production
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1 a United States and Western Europe.



    Large-scale industry still only plays a secondary role in the Maghreb, while mining and construction are relatively more important than in the highly industrialized countries.


    The growth in services, including the civil service, has proceeded at a rate varying between 2 to 3·5 per cent, depending on the country and the period. The portion attributable to the tertiary sector remained roughly constant at about 45 per cent of the gross domestic product throughout the colonial period, once the first years of integration with the dominant industrial world were over. The rapid growth of the tertiary sector, at a rate roughly equal to that of agriculture, industry, and building construction taken together, is an expression of the growing commercialization of the economy, the europeanization of the Maghreb population, and the extension and modernization of administration. The proportion of public spending on the civil service has thus risen from 11 per cent of gross domestic production at the beginning of the colonial period to about 15 per cent by 1955 - a higher percentage even than is usual for a highly industrialized country (where it is of the order of 12 per cent). This growth, combined with the heavy investment of public funds in basic public works projects instituted just after the war, is the root cause of the permanent crisis in public finances. Whereas before the war local taxation roughly covered public expenditure, substantial outside aid became necessary from 1947 onwards. This was all the more serious since the level of taxation now reached its likely ceiling, except in Morocco. In 1955 it came to 20 per cent of gross domestic production in Algeria and Tunisia, or as much as in the highly industrialized countries, but only to 13 per cent in Morocco. The distribution of public expenditure, moreover, is hardly conducive to economic and social development. Expenditure on the civil service and police alone accounts for more than 50 per cent of current public spending, leaving aside the national debt, which is sometimes considerable, and military expenditure, which is determined by wider strategic considerations. The Maghreb under the French was administered in the European fashion; that is to say, at considerable expense and by the use of methods ill-suited to its level of development.


    The colonial situation is reflected in the overall structure of the gross domestic product, a structure very different from that of highly developed countries (Table 2).


    Table 2. Structure of the gross domestic product
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    Whereas in industrialized countries the distribution of the working population between the countryside and the towns is noticeably similar to the division of production between agriculture and other activities, with the ratio of production per head between the agricultural and non-agricultural rarely falling below 1 :2, in the Maghreb the rural population in 1955 was still 75 per cent of the total, while agricultural revenue only represented 30 per cent of the gross domestic product. Thus the apparent productivity ratio is 1 :7, reflecting the dualism of an economy in which a rich and dynamic modem urban sector is juxtaposed with an old-fashioned stagnant and impoverished rural sector.


    As in the case of agriculture, the overall approximate stability in the non-agricultural product per head of the urban population conceals a profound and serious imbalance. While the initiators of the growth in non-agricultural activity, and the first beneficiaries of that growth, were the urban European population, the pauperization of the urban Muslim masses can scarcely be disputed; indeed the growing unemployment in the towns echoed the poverty of the native population in the country.


    The volume of investment remained modest until the outbreak of the Second World War (about II per cent of gross domestic production). After the war, the French economic plan prescribed an increase, and the volume was actually brought up to about 20 per cent - a very high level, on a par with that in industrialized western countries.1 But directly productive investments throughout the colonial period hardly amounted to half of gross investment, as against 80 to 85 per cent in the industrialized nations (Table 3).


    Table 3. Breakdown of investments
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    There is no possible doubt that this unfavourable division of investments is responsible for their ineffectiveness. The overall capital coefficient seems to have been of the order of 4 to 5 before the war, and 6 to 10 in the post-war period. And the situation is all the more serious in that it tends to get worse. In contradiction to many theories on the subject, this provides one more instance of the fact that investment efficiency is higher in industrialized countries than in underdeveloped areas.


    In the initial phase of colonization, exports - which directly reflect the degree of colonial development - grow very rapidly; more rapidly, indeed, than overall production. This movement tends to slow down from 1930 onwards, however, and to run parallel with the rate of growth in production or even to fall below it (except in Morocco, where development by the colonizing power continued until the end of the colonial era). In contrast, the rate of growth of imports tends to accelerate. In the early stages, this was due to the rush of private capital; then, after the Second World War, mainly to the combined effects of heavy investment in public works and to the demand engendered by public spending on the civil service. The first phase, which witnessed the heavy flow of private capital, drew to a close towards 1910 in Algeria and towards 1930 in Tunisia, but continued in Morocco until the end of the colonial period. In Algeria and Tunisia, the self-financing of the European sector was almost entirely displaced after 1930 by the inflow of new foreign capital.


    It will be seen, therefore, that by about 1955 colonialism had run itself into a triple imbalance : an imbalance in public financing and an imbalance in foreign financing, both surmounted by a heavy dose of foreign aid; and a social imbalance characterized by the pauperization of the Muslim masses, both rural and urban. The stagnation of traditional agriculture and hostility to industrialization are at the root of the type of colonial development described, a development which by its nature is a force for profound disharmony.


    In the pages which follow, we shall analyse successively each individual aspect of the evolution of the Maghreb under colonial rule and of its economic development : (1) growth of population and urbanization; (2) growth of agricultural production; (3) growth of industrial production; (4) the developing distribution of the gross domestic product over the various sectors; (5) the development of foreign trade; (6) the development of public expenditure; (7) the structure, development and efficiency of investments; and (8) the transformation of the economic structures.


    Population : growth and urbanization2



    The colonization of the Maghreb did not immediately affect the growth of its population. From the establishment of the French protectorate over Tunisia in 1882 up to 1910, the Muslim population probably remained static, or at most increased very slowly at the « traditional » rate typical of North Africa since the sixteenth century. The same applies to Morocco from 1911 (the date at which the French protectorate was established) to 1920 at the earliest. In Algeria, the Muslim population did not reach the 1830 figure, estimated at 3 million, until 1880. The conquest from 1830 to 1848 and the 1871 rebellion were very costly in terms of human life, not merely because of the numbers lost in the wars themselves but also, and above all, as a result of the expropriation of the tribes and the prohibitions placed on common land, which caused serious shortages sometimes amounting to famine (1868-70), and epidemics, like the great cholera outbreak in 1867. Similar phenomena were to reappear in the War of Independence from 1954 to 1962.


    Thus the population increase did not really get under way until 1880 in the case of Algeria, 1910 in Tunisia and 1920 in Morocco. The rate of increase was low at first, between 1·2 and 1·7 per cent per annum; but it accelerated sharply from 1930, and especially after 1945. The Maghreb now has a population of 28 million, increasing at a rate around 2·5 per cent per annum.


    The Maghreb has been the scene of intensive settler colonization. The greatest flow of immigrants entered Algeria between 1860 and 1900; Tunisia, between 1890 and 1920; and Morocco, between 1920 and 1950. The local Jewish population in the Maghreb, already large before the colonial era, showed great powers of adaptation to the new conditions and became largely europeanized. On the eve of independence, the non-Muslim population was 10 per cent of the total in Algeria, 8 per cent in Tunisia and 7 per cent in Morocco. The massive emigration of this population after independence reduced the percentage to less than 2 per cent in Algeria in the space of two years after 1962; to 2 per cent in Tunisia in the eight years after 1956; and to 3 per cent in Morocco within the same period. European colonization left an indelible mark on the landscape; the well-cultivated lands of the settlers covered 2·7 million hectares in Algeria, 0·7 million in Tunisia, and 10 million in Morocco. Nevertheless, after the failure of the smallholder settlements in Algeria in the nineteenth century, colonization rapidly became almost entirely urban.


    The present-day Maghreb is very heavily urbanized : one third of the population in Algeria, and a quarter of the population in Tunisia and Morocco, live in cities of more than 20,000 inhabitants. But this urbanization remained essentially European up to the Second World War : around 1939 the urban Muslim population only represented some 10 per cent of the total population in Morocco and Tunisia, and only 13 per cent in Algeria, which had been colonized very much earlier. Tunisia and Morocco, which were far more urbanized than Algeria before colonization, were overtaken by the new colonial urbanization in the latter country. In this respect Morocco, which started off much later than Tunisia, caught up by 1939. The towns in the Maghreb today still bear the traces of this development : Morocco, with its great historical cities of Fez, Meknès and Marrakesh, and Tunisia, where the Medina of Tunis still has a numerous population, contrast strongly with Algeria, whose towns, built in the French style, only have tiny traditional sectors, if any. During and after the war, the towns of the Maghreb received a swelling influx of Muslims, representing 11 per cent of the total population in Tunisia, 18 per cent in Morocco, and 21 per cent in Algeria. The void left in the towns by the departure of the European and native Jewish populations was rapidly filled in Tunisia, whose urban Muslim population increased from II to 23 per cent of the total population in the eight years following 1956, and in Morocco, where the urban Muslim population rose from 18 to 23 per cent of the tot"l in the same period. The rate was even more spectacular in Algeria, where this sector of the population rose from 23 per cent in 1961 to 32 per cent in 1964. Large national towns have thus sprung up in the Maghreb within a few decades, sometimes within only a few years, and these have acted as crucibles for a new process of arabization.


    Tables 4(a) and 4(b) give approximate population figures and rates of population increase for the key dates : 1880, 1910, 1920, 1930, and 1955.


    Table 4(a). Population (millions)
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