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			Avant-propos


			L’idée de cet ouvrage est partie d’une constatation d’enseignant, de correcteur et de membre de jury de concours : les élèves sont souvent dépourvus de connaissances précises sur les principaux sujets de civilisation anglo-saxonne. Ces lacunes se traduisent non seulement à la lecture des copies qui manquent parfois de fond, mais aussi au niveau des épreuves orales où nombre de candidats ne disposent que de connaissances par trop superficielles.


			En même temps, les épreuves d’anglais visent prioritairement à tester le niveau de langue des candidats : la grammaire, la syntaxe, la richesse de leur vocabulaire et de leur expression, le style en règle générale.


			Cet ouvrage a pour but de concilier ces deux aspects et de les travailler en parallèle – fond et forme – de façon totalement indissociée. Il s’agit ainsi au travers de 30 chapitres couvrant les grandes thématiques anglo-saxonnes de gagner en connaissance tout en développant ses capacités rédactionnelles.


			Cet ouvrage s’adresse aux étudiants qui passent les concours d’entrée aux écoles de commerce, d’ingénieurs ou aux instituts d’études politiques et plus généralement à tous ceux qui souhaitent travailler leurs connaissances du monde anglo-saxon et leurs qualités rédactionnelles en anglais


			Bonne lecture et bon apprentissage.


		




		

			Chapter 1


			The US: a Nation of Immigrants


			Essential vocabulary


			


				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							• to abdicate


						

							

							abdiquer


						

					


					

							

							• to appoint


						

							

							nommer


						

					


					

							

							• assent


						

							

							assentiment


						

					


					

							

							• commoner


						

							

							roturier


						

					


					

							

							• coronation


						

							

							couronnement


						

					


					

							

							• craze


						

							

							engouement


						

					


					

							

							• to cut down


						

							

							réduire


						

					


					

							

							• to dissolve


						

							

							dissoudre


						

					


					

							

							• to draft


						

							

							rédiger


						

					


					

							

							• engagement


						

							

							fiançailles


						

					


					

							

							• establishment


						

							

							establishment, élites


						

					


					

							

							• expenses


						

							

							notes de frais


						

					


					

							

							• former


						

							

							ancien


						

					


					

							

							• heir


						

							

							un héritier


						

					


					

							

							• to implement


						

							

							mettre en œuvre


						

					


					

							

							• to inherit


						

							

							hériter


						

					


					

							

							• to lay down


						

							

							imposer, stipuler


						

					


					

							

							• line of succession


						

							

							ordre de succession


						

					


					

							

							• outcry


						

							

							tollé


						

					


					

							

							• overseas


						

							

							à l’étranger


						

					


					

							

							• pageantry


						

							

							cérémonies officielles


						

					


					

							

							• a palace


						

							

							un palais


						

					


					

							

							• policy


						

							

							politique (appliquée à un domaine particulier)


						

					


					

							

							• to prosecute


						

							

							poursuivre en justice


						

					


					

							

							• realm


						

							

							royaume


						

					


					

							

							• rule of law


						

							

							État de droit


						

					


					

							

							• to sack


						

							

							virer


						

					


					

							

							• to scrutinise


						

							

							examiner


						

					


					

							

							• to set out


						

							

							préciser


						

					


					

							

							• sovereign


						

							

							souverain


						

					


				

			





			A brief history of immigration to the USA until 1945


			Immigration is the process through which individuals become temporary, permanent residents or citizens of a host country. Historically, the process of immigration has been a social, economic and cultural asset to the USA. It has resulted in the development of a multicultural society, which is today characterized by a wide variety of cultures and ethnicities deriving from these periods of immigration.


			The US is therefore a nation of immigrants, and it has always been so. Americans share a common experience: they or their forebears left another country to begin anew in the United States. Successive migration waves have occurred since the 16th century and it is today considered that about 15% of the US population today was foreign-born. Thus, immigration is a defining factor of the American identity.


			The first settlers were mostly Spanish, British and French settlers that left their country for various reasons (exploration, religion or trade). In the 17th century, the English Puritans left the Old continent when the developing Protestantism caused persecution and established a settlement on the East coast. In 1620, the Pilgrim Fathers left Plymouth aboard the Mayflower and settled in what was to become New England. From then on, many more settlements were established by British emigrants and they were soon to be followed by people from other countries, such as Germany, the Netherlands and Scandinavian nations all over the 18th century. In 1776, the American Declaration of Independence was signed.


			In the mid-19th century, the migration movements gathered momentum and major waves of Europeans travelled across the Atlantic Ocean for the young United States. It is generally estimated that about 10 million people reached the US from 1839 to 1861. These Northern Europeans longed for professional opportunities in this land of wealth and shared common cultural and religious features, which altogether contributed to homogenize the population. After the Civil War (1861-1865), a second wave of immigration occurred, but it was different in nature. Twenty million migrants, mainly from Eastern and Mediterranean Europe, reached the US in 50 years. In 1907 only, more than 1.3 million people sought asylum. This workforce helped develop the US industry so much that by the early 20th century it had become the world industrial leader.


			The American government implemented measures to try to control the population flow before and during World War One, first by applying restriction on Chinese and Japanese populations (from the 1880s to the 1910s) and then by implementing selection measures, such as the compulsory literacy test in 1917 on all applicants. Indeed, the USA met difficulties to assimilate so many people, therefore Americans were getting worried about the national cohesion. English-only instruction laws were passed in the late 1880s. From 1906 on, with the Naturalisation Act, foreigners had to learn English. Finally, quotas of immigrants were introduced priviledging Europeans in 1924.


			These quota measures were voted in order to try to restore an ethnic balance, but it favoured the people from Anglo-Saxon countries against Southern and Eastern Europeans. Mass emigration stopped when the 1929 Great Depression occured. In the 1930s and early 1940s, most emigrants that reached the US were Europeans persecuted during the war.


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   Effective (describes success in producing a desired result) or efficient (describes a productive human or a machine) sont deux adjectifs différents, à ne pas confondre.


			Comparez :


			→ The immigration policy was effective in raising the productivity of some industrial sectors


			→ The assembly line was made more efficient thanks to the new automated process.





			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• a would-be immigrant : un candidat à l’immigration


			• a flow, an influx / to flock to : un flux, un afflux / affluer


			• to flood : submerger


			• to attract, to appeal / attraction : attirer / l’attrait


			• to flee a country : s’enfuir d’un pays


			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The Mayflower: it was the ship that transported the first English Pilgrims, from Plymouth, England to the New World in 1620. There were an estimated 130 passengers and crew onboard. The voyage is a symbol in American colonization history, with its story of survival in the American East coast winter environment after they reached Cape Cod, recorded by William Bradford, who was to become governor of the colony.


			Immigration over the last 70 years


			Since 1945, the origin of immigrants has very much changed, with a majority of people coming from Mexico (about 30% in 2010) and also refugees fleeing war-torn countries. During the 1950s and 1960s, the end of colonization across Asia and Africa was another source for people to reach the USA. Immigration from these former French and British dominions increased. The place of settlement also started to shift: from then on newcomers prefered the major cities of California, Florida and Texas to New York.


			In the 1960s, legislation was passed in order to facilitate the reunification of families, regardless of the immigrants’ origins. The 1965 US policy implemented under Lyndon B. Johnson rejected the idea that people from certain national origins were more easily integrated than others. Along with its principled construction of a system dominated by family reunification, Congress embraced the ideal of a US historically open to any person. Admission based on education would bar the poor (the “huddled masses”) and overly selective admissions would go against American values. It has broadly remained since then: more than three quarters of admissions are based on this reform. However, this reform that originally aimed to focus more on family than on merit, caused many would-be immigrants to apply elsewhere, particularly in Canada, which sought skills. Since the 1990s new measures have been put in place to limit the loss of qualified and educated immigrants. In 1990 particularly, the Family Unity and Employment Opportunity Immigration Act has enabled to balance skills and family-motivated applications. The number of admitted immigrants soared again, to almost a million a year.


			After 2001, admission requirements were tightened because of the threat of terrorism. In 2009 Barack Obama called immigration reform a priority, but he soon faced pressure from immigration advocates to move forward and also from Republicans who wanted to maintain the previous legislation. Obama pushed for comprehensive reform, but the health care bill soon became a political priority. Protests in support of the DREAM Act (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) brought national attention to the plight of strict immigration laws, but this bill did not pass. Concerning illegal immigration, Democratic administrations have pushed for amnesty for hundreds of thousands of illegals and Republican ones have attempted to push for stricter border security against illegal immigration.


			After the presidential election of 2016, President Trump has proposed to build a wall on the United States-Mexico border, and expressed support for applying limits on legal immigration on grounds that official estimates of the number of illegal immigrants are three times lower than in reality. He has also expressed opposition to allow Syrian refugees into the US and is planning to ban Muslims from entering the US, claiming that they are a threat to national security.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to quarantine : mettre en quarantaine


			• to huddle : se blottir, se recroqueviller


			• to process : examiner, traiter, gérer


			• to reprieve / a reprieve : surseoir / un sursis


			• an ID (identification document) : une pièce d’identité


			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] Ellis Island: For over 60 years, Ellis Island, located near New York was the gateway for millions of Americans to the United States. This infrastructure opened in 1892 as a federal immigration station, a purpose it served for more than 60 years (it closed in 1954). About 13 million immigrants passed through the station and it is today estimated that about 40 percent of all US citizens can trace one of their ancestors to Ellis Island.


			What is the Green Card?


			The Green Card (permanent resident autorisation) can be obtained for family, professional or even political motives. Many workers live in the US, either on temporary visas or permanent ones. If they wish to apply for citizenship, they are offered three main possibilities. If they have resided for at least five years on the US territory and are able to justify their residence, if they have an American relative or if they were born in the USA even of foreign parents (anyone born on the US territory is automatically granted citizenship). However, marriage does not necessarily confer citizenship.


			Green Card holders are granted permission to live and work in the United States on a permanent basis. One can become a permanent resident several different ways. Generally, applicants are sponsored by a family member in the United States. Other individuals may become permanent residents through refugee or asylum-seeker status or other humanitarian programs. Also, an employer can recommend an applicant in order to obtain this authorization to work in the US. Finally, a yearly national lottery has been set up to redistribute visas that have not been used by wealthy countries. Anybody with a high school degree or a professional experience can apply. The number of cards available through this specific process is about 50,000 a year, for about 8 million foreign applicants.


			To become a US citizen, one must be able to speak, read and write English, answer a questionnaire on US history, culture, principles and politics, and testify under oath a good moral character. If so, it can hope to swear allegiance to their new homeland and uphold the Constitution during a naturalization ceremony.


			President Trump has cancelled the Green Card lottery in 2017, as part of his immigration reform program, and is currently pushing for a radical reform of the American immigration scheme.


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   La ponctuation


			Les majuscules en anglais obéissent à quelques règles simples. Les phrases commencent toujours par une majuscule. Les noms propres, titres et abréviations, noms de lieux, de rues prennent également une majuscule. Les langues et les nationalités, les religions, groupes, institutions, entreprises et organisations commencent par une majuscule mais pas les disciplines (à moins qu’il ne s’agisse d’une langue, comme English class).


			Les jours, les mois et les jours fériés prennent une majuscule mais pas les saisons. Les points cardinaux ne reçoivent une majuscule seulement si ils désignent un endroit en particulier. Les lettres de tous les mots qui composent un titre (d’article, de roman etc.) et une période historique reçoivent une majuscule à l’exception de a, an, the, and, of, in (sauf en première position bien entendu).





			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• shelter : un refuge


			• a residence permit : un permis de résidence


			• a political refugee : un réfugié politique


			• wealth, affluence : la richesse


			• the border : la frontière


			Motivations for migrating to the US: refugees


			In today’s terminology, differences must be made between various motives for migrating to a country: asylum seeker, refugee and migrant.


			Broadly speaking, refugees are forced to flee for their lives, while immigrants choose to move to another country. A refugee is a person who is forced to flee from persecution and who is located outside of their home country. There are different categories, such as political, economic or environmental refugee. An asylum seeker has fled his or her country and is asking for protection in another country: he or she is a claimant seeking refuge and will therefore be termed a refugee only when his or her case has been decided. A migrant is a person who is outside their country of origin, currently on the move or with temporary status or no status at all in the country where they live. An economic migrant moves countries for a job or a better economic future, however migrants’ motivations are complex and therefore labeling a migrant as “economic” can be simplistic.


			The US has welcomed about 65,000 refugees per year since 2010, mostly from the Near East and South Asia. The United States recognizes the right of asylum as specified by international and federal law. Refugees compose 10 percent of the annual immigration rate to the United States, though some large refugee populations are very prominent. Since 1945, more refugees have found homes in the US than any other nation of the world. Over two million refugees have arrived in the US since 1980, about 10% of all asylum-seeker admissions in the OECD countries.


			Asylum in the US requires that applicants prove persecution in their home country on grounds of race, religion, political opinion or socio-ethnic belonging. They must also establish that the government of their country of origin is either involved in the persecution, or unable to control a situation that threatens their life.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• ethnicity : l’appartenance ethnique


			• to screen : filtrer


			• a scapegoat : un bouc émissaire


			• a moratorium : un moratoire


			[image: writting] Complementary information


			�	E Pluribus Unum is Latin for “out of many, one.” It refers to the fact that the United States is a cohesive single nation as the result of the thirteen smaller colonies joining together in 1776. Just as the US has thirteen original states, E Pluribus Unum has thirteen letters in it. Even though it still appears on US coins, it is no longer the official national motto. In God We Trust became so in 1956.


			A melting pot country


			It is therefore clear that no country on the planet would be as associated ideologically with immigration as the United States today. Refuge and opportunity are and have always been the founding stones of their multicultural identity as well as a mutual advantage for the wealth of the country despite the falsehoods that some hatred-filled politicians seem to have people believe. The way Americans as a people apprehend immigration is paramount, through the heritage it represents, through the making of identity and above all through the ideal it contributes to create. Newcomers are aiming to be integrated in the US through a theory termed the melting pot.


			The term melting pot refers to people from different countries with their own culture united within a homogeneous society. According to this principle, people lose the specificities of their native country to become integrated into their host country. This helps promote its cultural standards so that they share a same language for instance. As President Theodore Roosevelt had to face a major influx of immigrants from Asia and Europe in 1919, he declared “We have room for but one language in this country, and that is the English language”.


			However this loss of roots led some communities to criticize this lack of multiculturalism. That is why some of them rejected the mainstream culture which gave a salad bowl model based on various cultures that make up a society. The 1967 Bilingual Education Act led to English as a possible second language for newcomers. But this act was considered dangerous for the unity of the nation. It was then replaced in 2002 by the No Child Left Behind measures, which showed the difficulty to come up with a common language policy. Added to this, the creation of the expression “hyphenated America”, used by immigrants to claim for their origins, illustrated a risk of fragmentation of the American society. In the 1980s, the English language was given an official status as the sole language, particularly in the administration.


			Nowadays, immigrants originate from the developing world of Asia and Latin America, and no longer from Europe. The Hispanic community accounts for 12% of the population, on a par with the African-American population and the USA is trying to respect its original motto, E Pluribus Unum.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• melting pot : un creuset


			• homogeneous : homogène


			• hyphenated Americans : les Américains à trait d’union (comme African-American)


			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] Salad Bowl: The salad bowl notion suggests that integration combines like a salad bowl. According to this concept, different American cultures are brought together – like salad ingredients – but do not mix together into a single homogeneous culture. Each culture keeps its own distinct qualities. This idea proposes a society of many different cultures. It contrasts with the melting pot, that suggests that ethnic groups may be unable to preserve their cultures due to assimilation processes.


			Opposition to immigration policies


			It does not come as a surprise that immigration has its detractors in all developed countries. In the United States, the principal concerns expressed by those opposed to immigration are the economic costs (job competition, threat on education and various social services), the negative environmental impact from accelerated population growth, increasing crime rates, and in the long run, changes in national identities and values.


			According to them, immigration adds to US population growth and salaries, hurting particularly unskilled workers, including previously arrived and integrated immigrants who can be displaced by newcomers willing to work at much lower wages. Those willing to work in those conditions can slow the economic globalization process. Opponents to immigration also claim that immigrants benefit from public support to retain their native language and culture, provoking concerns that programs such as bilingual schooling and preferences for minorities contribute to the “disuniting” of America. This has been a key argument of the Tea Party in the early 2010s.


			While the debate about immigration is often framed in a simplistic pro and anti-immigration terms, the reality is somehow different. Immigration can be more effectively seen as a series of trade-offs between competing advantages. For example, it is often argued that large-scale immigration is necessary to “save” social security systems in the industrial countries. Immigration can indeed play a role in increasing social security revenues by adding more taxpayers than beneficiaries, but much higher levels of immigration would be needed to make a difference in the demography of the country. For instance, Canada has built its modern immigration scheme on that basis, and has recently encouraged more and more people from all around the world to join in the integration process in this country in order to balance the demographic pyramid.


			In the 1980s, economic models and theories asserted that immigrants enabled long-term benefits, but at the cost of short-term difficulties and costs in the form of lower wages and greater unemployment for natives. It has been proven in the 2000s that immigrants bring long-term benefits at no measurable short-term cost. In the end, immigration in the USA is bound up with economic growth itself. Growth has gradually been associated with environmental destruction and rising inequality. But growth through immigration goes with few downsides. When people leave developing economies, they become more economically productive when working in the US because they take professional assimilation as a personal challenge. They achieve higher standards of living and add economic value to the country.
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Quotes


			“The United States should be an asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty.” (Thomas Paine)


			“I had always hoped that this land might become a safe and agreeable asylum to the virtuous and persecuted part of mankind, to whatever nation they might belong.” (George Washington)


			“Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” (The New Colossus, by Emma Lazarus, a poem engraved on a plaque on the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal)


			“Every immigrant who comes here should be required within five years to learn English or leave the country.” (Theodore Roosevelt)


			“Remember, remember always, that all of us, and you and I especially, are descended from immigrants and revolutionists”. (Franklin D. Roosevelt)


			“Everywhere immigrants have enriched and strengthened the fabric of American life.” (John F. Kennedy)


			“The land flourished because it was fed from so many sources – because it was nourished by so many cultures and traditions and peoples.” (Lyndon B. Johnson)


			“What we need to do is to have a sensible approach to immigration. It needs to be open. It needs to be non-dogmatic and non-bigoted. We need to be firm but reasonable in the way we deal with the problem of illegal immigration. And we need to try to get as many of our immigrants who want to do so to become citizens as quickly as possible so that the American people will all see that this is a part of the process of American history, which is a good one for our country.” (Bill Clinton)


			“Nearly all Americans have ancestors who braved the oceans – liberty-loving risk takers in search of an ideal – the largest voluntary migrations in recorded history… Immigration is not just a link to America’s past; it’s also a bridge to America’s future.” (George W. Bush)


			“Our journey is not complete until we find a better way to welcome the striving, hopeful immigrants who still see America as a land of opportunity, until bright young students and engineers are enlisted in our workforce rather than expelled from our country.” (Barack Obama)
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Exercises








			Match the following idiomatic expressions (in capital letters) on the left with the corresponding phrase, then find a French equivalent for each expression.


			

				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							❑TURN OVER A NEW LEAF


						

							

							❑Be exact or accurate


						

					


					

							

							❑HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS


						

							

							❑To make an effort to improve


						

					


					

							

							❑GIFT OF THE GAB


						

							

							❑Make all possible efforts


						

					


					

							

							❑BREAK THE ICE


						

							

							❑Make the best of a good situation while it lasts


						

					


					

							

							❑FACE THE MUSIC


						

							

							❑Hope for a positive outcome


						

					


					

							

							❑LET BYGONES BE BYGONES


						

							

							❑To give great importance to minor things


						

					


					

							

							❑PULL UP ONE’S SOCKS


						

							

							❑To act in an unfair manner


						

					


					

							

							❑AT LOGGERHEADS


						

							

							❑Futile search


						

					


					

							

							❑THROW IN THE TOWEL


						

							

							❑To be born in a very rich family


						

					


					

							

							❑TAKE TO TASK


						

							

							❑Using any means, fair or foul


						

					


					

							

							❑WILD GOOSE CHASE


						

							

							❑Suffer for something that one has done


						

					


					

							

							❑MAKE A MOUNTAIN OUT OF A MOLEHILL


						

							

							❑To accept defeat


						

					


					

							

							❑HIT BELOW THE BELT


						

							

							❑Reconsider a decision


						

					


					

							

							❑MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN SHINES


						

							

							❑To face the consequences of one’s action


						

					


					

							

							❑KEEP ONE’S FINGERS CROSSED


						

							

							❑To differ strongly


						

					


					

							

							❑TO LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED


						

							

							❑To reprimand someone


						

					


					

							

							❑HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD


						

							

							❑Ignore the bad things of the past


						

					


					

							

							❑BURN ONE’S FINGERS


						

							

							❑Changing for the better


						

					


					

							

							❑BY HOOK OR BY CROOK


						

							

							❑The ability to speak well


						

					


					

							

							❑BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN ONE’S MOUTH


						

							

							❑Overcome initial shyness


						

					


				

			





			

Answers





			

				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							❑TURN OVER A NEW LEAF


						

							

							❑Changing for the better (tourner la page)


						

					


					

							

							❑HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS


						

							

							❑Reconsider a decision (avoir des doutes)


						

					


					

							

							❑GIFT OF THE GAB


						

							

							❑The ability to speak well (du bagout)


						

					


					

							

							❑BREAK THE ICE


						

							

							❑Overcome initial shyness (briser la glace)


						

					


					

							

							❑FACE THE MUSIC


						

							

							❑To face the consequences of one’s action (affronter l’orage)


						

					


					

							

							❑LET BYGONES BE BYGONES


						

							

							❑Ignore the bad things of the past (enterrer le passé)


						

					


					

							

							❑PULL UP ONE’S SOCKS


						

							

							❑To make an effort to improve (se remuer)


						

					


					

							

							❑AT LOGGERHEADS


						

							

							❑To differ strongly (être en désaccord)


						

					


					

							

							❑THROW IN THE TOWEL


						

							

							❑To accept defeat (jeter l’éponge)


						

					


					

							

							❑TAKE TO TASK


						

							

							❑To reprimand someone (réprimander qqn)


						

					


					

							

							❑WILD GOOSE CHASE


						

							

							❑Futile search (une course à l’échalote)


						

					


					

							

							❑MAKE A MOUNTAIN OUT OF A MOLEHILL


						

							

							❑To give great importance to minor things (en faire tout un plat)


						

					


					

							

							❑HIT BELOW THE BELT


						

							

							❑To act in an unfair manner (donner un coup bas)


						

					


					

							

							❑MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN SHINES


						

							

							❑Make the best of a good situation while it lasts (saisir l’occasion au vol)


						

					


					

							

							❑KEEP ONE’S FINGERS CROSSED


						

							

							❑Hope for a positive outcome (croiser les doigts)


						

					


					

							

							❑TO LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED


						

							

							❑Make all possible efforts (ne négliger aucun détail)


						

					


					

							

							❑HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD


						

							

							❑Be exact or accurate (mettre le doigt dessus)


						

					


					

							

							❑BURN ONE’S FINGERS


						

							

							❑Suffer for something that one has done (se brûler les doigts)


						

					


					

							

							❑BY HOOK OR BY CROOK


						

							

							❑Using any means, fair or foul (coûte que coûte)


						

					


					

							

							❑BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN ONE’S MOUTH


						

							

							❑To be born in a very rich family (naître dans la soie)


						

					


				

			





		




		

			Chapter 2


			The American Dream


			Essential vocabulary


			


				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							• a magnet


						

							

							un aimant


						

					


					

							

							• attractive


						

							

							séduisant


						

					


					

							

							• a disillusionment


						

							

							une désillusion


						

					


					

							

							• prosperity


						

							

							prospérité


						

					


					

							

							• to be on the wane


						

							

							être sur le déclin


						

					


					

							

							• to climb the social ladder


						

							

							s’élever dans l’échelle sociale


						

					


					

							

							• to deserve


						

							

							mériter


						

					


					

							

							• to downsize one’s ambitions or one’s dream


						

							

							revoir à la baisse, réduire ses ambitions ou ses rêves


						

					


					

							

							• to fall short of someone’s expectations


						

							

							ne pas correspondre aux attentes de quelqu’un


						

					


					

							

							• to fulfill one’s dreams


						

							

							réaliser ses rêves


						

					


					

							

							• to go from rags to riches


						

							

							connaître une réussite fulgurante en partant de rien


						

					


					

							

							• to hinder


						

							

							entraver, faire obstacle


						

					


					

							

							• to look for better economic prospects


						

							

							chercher de meilleures perspectives économiques


						

					


					

							

							• to start over or to start from scratch


						

							

							recommencer de zéro


						

					


					

							

							• to struggle to make ends meet


						

							

							peiner à joindre les deux bouts


						

					


					

							

							• to thrive


						

							

							prospérer, être florissant


						

					


					

							

							• to toil


						

							

							travailler d’arrache-pied


						

					


					

							

							• upward social mobility


						

							

							la mobilité sociale ascendante


						

					


					

							

							• wealthy = affluent


						

							

							riche


						

					


				

			





			Introduction


			The phrase “American Dream” refers to one of the founding myths of the American Nation. It spawned different waves of immigration towards the USA and is also deeply ingrained in the American entrepreneurial spirit. However, over the last few years, more and more American citizens have voiced doubt concerning the possibility to fulfill this dream today. Donald Trump’s 2016 stump speech tapped into this rising anxiety. How was the myth born and is the American Dream still achievable in spite of the difficult economic context?


			The origins of the term


			Although the term “American Dream” was coined by James Truslow Adams, a historian, in the midst of the Great Depression, the concept of the American Dream dates back to the arrival of the first immigrants from the Old World in 1620. The English Puritans, who were persecuted in their native land, were yearning for a place where they would be able to build a safe religious haven, a “city on the hill” providing a model of virtuous living for the whole world.


			The American Dream is also implicitly present in the American Declaration of Independence which suggests that people from all walks of life are entitled to equal rights and that any citizen who is hard-working can make it, regardless of his/her social background, provided he / she strives to succeed.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to coin : inventer pour un mot ou une expression.


			• to date back to : remonter à


			• a haven : un refuge, un havre


			• from all walks of life : de tous les milieux


			• to be entitled to : avoir droit à


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   In spite of : malgré. Il est exclusivement suivi d’un nom /groupe nominal. “Despite” a la même signification mais il se construit sans “of”. Contrairement à ces deux prépositions, although (= bien que) se construit avec une proposition.


			◗   Be able to : cette tournure équivalente de can est utilisée dans les cas où “can” n’est pas grammaticalement acceptable par exemple, après “to” ou dans des constructions à sens futur avec “will”.


			◗   Thus : ainsi. Utilisé ici pour introduire un élément qui illustre ce qui a été précédemment évoqué, cet adverbe peut également introduire une consequence (“oil prices went up, thus causing a major panic on markets.”).


			◗   Provided / providing (+ proposition ou + that + proposition) : à condition que.





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The phrase “stump speech” refers to the stock arguments in the speech of a candidate running for an election. It is derived from the tree stumps (= les souches d’arbre) on which politicians used to deliver their speeches in the 19th century.


			[image: writting] The Great Depression was the longest-lasting economic downturn in the Western world. It started in 1929 in the USA after the stock market bubble burst. Within a few days, millions of stocks became worthless, investment plummeted, banks went bankrupt and millions of people ended up unemployed and poverty-stricken.


			[image: writting] The Declaration of Independence was issued on July 4th 1776. Drafted by Jefferson, it stated that the 13 first American colonies were no longer under British rule and declared their independence from the Mother Country. Today, the 4th of July is celebrated in all the country as Independence Day.


			Towards a more materialistic vision of the American Dream


			The political, professional and spiritual opportunities offered by America resulted in the arrival of several waves of immigrants from various parts of the globe mesmerized by this land’s apparently endless riches i.e. available farm land, a suitable climate for cultivating it and gold and oil (see chapter 17). These bountiful resources enticed generations of settlers to expand to the West so as to achieve the “Manifest Destiny” of the USA.


			In the 19th century, the iconic stories of self-made men of the Gilded Age, such as Andrew Carneggie and John Rockefeller added emphasis on the material dimension of the American Dream and so did the Roaring Twenties, epitomized by F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby. At the time, the flourishing economic context of the post-war era time paved the way for early mass consumption and generated a wave of optimism at the onset of the Jazz Age – at least for those who could afford them.


			However, with the Great Depression, many a fortune was wiped out and extreme poverty struck millions of people. Hence F.D. Roosevelt’s 1933 New Deal introduced for the first time the idea that deserving citizens could rely on the federal government for a safety net in case of hardships.


			Material comfort remained the backbone of the American Dream in the 1950s, though its shape shifted slightly. At the time, the future looked bright for Americans, who had the highest standard of living in the world. Occupying a steady job, owning a house especially in the suburbs, and possessing domestic appliances became part and parcel of the American lifestyle for the thriving middle class.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to epitomize : être la parfaite illustration


			• to pave the way for : ouvrir la voie à


			• s + can afford : pouvoir se permettre (“we can’t afford to buy brand name clothes”)


			• the backbone : colonne vertébrale, ici au sens de pilier


			• a steady job : emploi stable


			• to be part and parcel : faire partie intégrante


			• thriving : prospère


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   i.e. : c’est-à-dire. C’est en fait l’abréviation de la locution latine “id est”.


			◗   So as to : afin de.


			◗   The highest standard of living : le plus haut niveau de vie. Il est utile de rappeler la construction des fomes au superlatif : the adjectif court + (e)st ou the most + adjectif long selon le cas, hors exceptions. Le superlatif est suivi de la préposition “in” lorsque le complément introduit correspond à un lieu ou à des personnes (“in the world”) et de “of” dans tous les autres cas (“the best day of the week”).





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The “Manifest Destiny” was a 19th-century expansionist theory, according to which the United States was destined by God to extend its boundaries to the Pacific Ocean and spread its culture and civilization. This idea has had a lasting influence on America’s foreign policy.


			A controversial Dream


			As early as the end of the 19th century, some Americans came to wonder whether the American Dream was genuine or just a delusion. Indeed, the rising number of Asian immigrants in the late 19th century triggered the passing of anti-immigrant laws such as the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, banning Chinese laborers from coming to America. This undermined the portrait of America as an open-armed nation.


			In the 1960s, minorities’ mounting dissatisfaction with being deprived of their own share of the Dream peaked. African Americans grew more and more determined to challenge the system of segregation and Martin Luther King’s most famous speech “I have a Dream” obviously alludes to African Americans being denied access to the inalienable rights mentioned in the Declaration of Independence.


			Likewise in the 1960s, women, who had started working and acquiring independence as factory workers during World War II, became less and less inclined to be confined to the role of mothers and homemakers or be “tied to the sink” as the saying goes. In stark contrast to the 1950s Golden Age icon of the perfect housewife, many of them started standing for their rights and seeking emancipation.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to come to : en arriver à


			• to trigger : déclencher


			• to undermine : ébranler, saper


			• to peak : culminer


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   As early as : dès.


			◗   Whether : si. Ce terme permet d’introduire une alternative (“I do not know whether he’ll be ready to leave”, sous entendu soit il sera prêt soit il ne sera pas prêt).


			◗   such as : tel que. Cette locution permet d’introduire des exemples (“many philanthropists such as Bill Gates”).


			◗   Had started : pluperfect (had + PP). Ce temps renvoie à une action antérieure à une autre appartenant elle-même au passé.





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The Civil Rights Movement gained impetus in the 1960s. Indeed, despite the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, African-Americans had experienced discrimination throughout the late 19th and early 20th century but Civil Rights activists such as Martin Luther King, Malcolm X and Rosa Parks struggled for equal rights and obtained the passing of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.


			A Dream on the wane?


			According to a poll, an increasing number of Americans consider that all in all the American Dream is either dead or at least beyond their grasp. This disappointment with the Dream is bolstered by rising inequalities and poverty. It seems that the more prosperous the USA is, the stronger Americans’ belief in the Dream is, with the reverse idea applying to recession.


			As the gap between the rich and the poor is currently widening, today’s middle class Americans are concerned about the future and reckon they are unlikely to know better outcomes than their parents, unlike baby boomers. Students often start their working lives in the red, burdened by student loans while many pensioners have no choice but to take an odd job to be able to make ends meet. Besides, over the last few years, the economic recession has weakened the American superpower. The 2008 economic slump literally shattered the ideal of home-ownership inherited from the fifties, as millions of Americans were evicted from their homes owing to foreclosures. No wonder Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign pledges to “Make America Great Again” found an echo especially in the white male working class, a category which has voiced concern at its loss of status over the past few years.


			In his 2020 State of the Union speech, President Donald Trump claimed his term had brought the American Dream back, alleging that the level of unemployment had never been so low for minorities in the country and that America’s mentality of decline had been reversed by his administration.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• Either… or… : soit… soit


			• beyond their grasp : pas à leur portée (≠ within their grap)


			• to bolster : renforcer


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   The more prosperous the USA is, the stronger Americans’ belief in the Dream is : la construction d’accroissement parallèle (plus…, plus…) est formée en anglais sur le modèle the + comparatif + sujet + verbe, the + comparatif + sujet + verbe, avec le déterminant “the” qui précède le comparatif (“The older he gets, the more attractive he becomes.”).


			◗   “has weakened” : verbe au present perfect formé à partir de have conjugué au présent suivi d’un Participe Passé. L’idée d’une action qui débute dans le passé et qui se poursuit dans le présent avec le complément de temps “over the last few years” explique le choix de ce temps, par contraste avec le preterit qui indique une rupture entre l’action passée et le présent.





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The 2008 crash was triggered by the subprime crisis, caused by banks lavishly lending to borrowers who turned out to be unable to honour their debts. As a result, the housing bubble collapsed and several financial firms like Lehman Brothers went bankrupt, dragging the global economy into one of the worst recessions ever.


			The American Dream today, both an enduring and ever-changing definition


			The American Dream remains a powerful myth in spite of its shortcomings. Life may not be a bed of roses in the USA, but a lot of Americans manage to cope and the USA ranks high in most development indexes, from life expectancy to standard of living, which is why millions of people still try to better their circumstances by moving there. But its appeal has undoubtedly evolved as many have come to realize that the popular myth of striking it rich overnight was too good to be true.


			Moreover, the American Dream has also broadened its scope. Originally a white male preserve, it became more inclusive through pieces of legislation such as the 1964 Civil Rights Act 1964 which struck down segregation. Many Americans contended that the election of the first African American president was another promising step and that Barack Obama was the living proof that the American Dream is now attainable for minorities. Likewise, in 2015, when the Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage, former First Lady Michelle Obama described the decision as the New American Dream, offering an even larger number of Americans equality before the law.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to cope : s’en sortir


			• overnight : du jour au lendemain


			• too good to be true : trop beau pour être vrai


			• to be the living proof : être la preuve vivante


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			◗   Millions of people : ici “millions” est utilisé en tant que nom et peut donc être mis au pluriel. En revanche, lorsque “million” est utilisé comme nombre, il devient invariable (“5 million people”).


			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The State of the Union Address is a speech delivered by the incumbent President to the two chambers of the Senate at the beginning of each year. It is an opportunity for the President to comment on the policies he implemented over the year and to announce his agenda for the upcoming period. 
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Quotes


			“Is American Dream a myth? Research shows that the greatest single correlation of high income is the education level of one’s parents. This means the US has lower rates of income mobility than other developed countries. America scores lower than France, Germany, Sweden, Canada, Finland, Norway and Denmark. The researchers conclude that the idea of America as the land of opportunity is misplaced.” (http://useconomy.about.com)


			“The American Dream means being part of a society that allows you to be or do whatever you want, and to have a sense that your individual optimism and hard work will be rewarded. It exists outside of the US as well as inside. People continue to come here because they want to improve their lives, they want to be able to support themselves and they want to live in freedom.” (Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright)


			“I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.’ ” (Martin Luther King)


			“In this remarkable time for the world, I refuse to believe it’s time to stop believing in the possibilities of our remarkable country. I refuse to accept the downsizing of the American Dream. I refuse to bet against American entrepreneurial spirit and American ingenuity. The competition’s tough, and it requires us to be tougher – tough-minded, never hard hearted.” (Former Secretary of State John Kerry)
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Exercise





			The American Dream Is Alive and Well


			I am pleased to report that the American dream is alive and well for an overwhelming majority of Americans.


			This claim might sound far-fetched given the cultural climate in the United States today. Especially since President Trump took office, hardly a day goes by without a fresh tale of economic anxiety, political division or social struggle. Opportunities to achieve material success and social mobility through hard, honest work — which many people have assumed to be the core idea of the American dream — appear to be diminishing.


			But a survey revealed on Tuesday that what makes the American dream a reality for a nationally representative sample of 2,411 Americans is not becoming wealthy, owning a home or having a successful career. Instead, over 80% percent indicated that “to have freedom of choice in how to live”and “a good family life” were essential to achieving the American dream while “traditional” factors such as “to have a better quality of life than your parents” were seen as less important.


			The data also show that most Americans believe themselves to be achieving this version of the American dream, with 41 percent reporting that their families are already living the American dream and another 41 percent reporting that they are well on the way to doing so. Only 18 percent took the position that the American dream was out of reach for them.


			Collectively, 82 percent of Americans said they were optimistic about their future. Factors such as region, urbanity, partisanship and housing type (such as a single-family detached home versus an apartment) barely affected these patterns. Even race and ethnicity, which are regularly cited as key factors in thwarting upward mobility, corresponded to no real differences in outlook with all ethnic groups, with the results for non-Hispanic whites, blacks, Hispanics and mixed race oscillating only marginally between 80 and 85% .


			However, income and generation did make a difference, with 72 percent of those earning under $35,000 expressing a positive outlook about the American dream, compared with 90 percent of those earning over $100,000 and eighty-three percent of baby boomers, 80 percent of Gen Xers and 81 percent of millennials but only 73 percent of those in Gen Z — Americans born in 1997 or later — optimistic about the American dream.


			“Opinion” by Samuel J. Abrams , adapted from The New York Times, Feb. 5, 2019


			Write a summary by reformulating the ideas of the text in your own words in about 150 words. Include a title and link words to organize your ideas.





			

Answers





			According to this article, despite the grim reports concerning American society since Donald Trump was elected, most citizens consider the American Dream is still alive and more than 8 in 10 are convinced they are living it or are about to achieve it.


			The survey revealed that racial and geographic origin, as well as housing conditions - in a flat or a house, in a city or in the country- and even political leaning had little influence on the results. Only income and age impacted respondents’ views, as the youngest and the poorest turned out to be slightly less optimistic.


			But the study also revealed a shift in what the American Dream stands for today. Most respondents said they prioritize being able to live according to their own choices and having a happy family life over a successful career and wealth, breaking away from the traditional features of the American Dream.





		




		

			Chapter 3


			The American Constitution


			Essential vocabulary


			


				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							• Congress


						

							

							le Congrès


						

					


					

							

							• a Congressman / a Congresswoman


						

							

							un membre du Congrès


						

					


					

							

							• the House of Representatives


						

							

							la Chambre des représentants


						

					


					

							

							• the Senate


						

							

							le Sénat


						

					


					

							

							• checks and balances


						

							

							freins et contrepoids, verrous  et contrepoids


						

					


					

							

							• to legislate


						

							

							légiférer


						

					


					

							

							• a lawmaker


						

							

							un législateur


						

					


					

							

							• to sponsor a bill


						

							

							introduire un projet de loi


						

					


					

							

							• a decree


						

							

							un décret


						

					


					

							

							• to amend


						

							

							amender


						

					


					

							

							• to provide


						

							

							stipuler, prévoir


						

					


					

							

							• to veto


						

							

							mettre son veto sur


						

					


					

							

							• to petition


						

							

							déposer une demande, une requête, auprès de


						

					


					

							

							• to repeal


						

							

							abroger


						

					


					

							

							• to impeach


						

							

							mettre (le président) en accusation


						

					


					

							

							• to sue sbdy


						

							

							poursuivre quelqu’un en justice


						

					


					

							

							• to rule


						

							

							juger


						

					


					

							

							• to enforce the law


						

							

							faire appliquer la loi


						

					


					

							

							• to infringe on


						

							

							porter atteinte à


						

					


					

							

							• to come into force / effect


						

							

							entrer en vigueur


						

					


				

			





			Introduction


			The Declaration of Independence (1776) and the Constitution (1787) are the two most fundamental texts in the history of the United States.


			Before laying out the basic principles of government, all political ties between the American colonies and Great-Britain needed to be severed, hence the Declaration of Independence; only then could a federal Constitution for all Americans be drafted.


			However, before adopting the Constitution, the thirteen states ratified on March 1, 1781 the Articles of Confederation, which created a loose association of states with a central government. As a matter of fact, that entity was soon deemed too weak since most of the power had been placed in the hands of state governments – in other words, there was virtually no executive. The Framers realized that a stronger federal government was necessary, and the Constitutional Convention was held in 1787, which led to the Constitution being drafted.


			Although the Constitution has been altered over centuries, it has stood the test of time: the Framers believed that its brevity was a way to guarantee its longevity. In the early 19th century, Chief Justice John Marshall wrote that the Constitution had been devised “to endure for ages to come”.


			Besides, the Framers made sure that the Constitution would remain flexible, by allowing it to be changed through the amendment process. Article V of the Constitution provides that amendments must pass both houses of Congress with a 2/3 majority, then be ratified by three-fourths of the state legislatures.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to lay out : exposer


			• to sever all ties with : rompre tout lien avec


			• to draft : rédiger


			• to stand the test of time : résister au passage du temps


			• to provide : stipuler, prévoir


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   As a matter of fact,… : à vrai dire, en fait.


			◗   L’emploi d’une date dans un récit au passé contraint à utiliser le prétérit (ici “was held in 1787”). Autres repères temporels qui contraignent à employer le prétérit : yesterday, last week, toutes les formules avec ago, during, after, before, then, afterwards, later, conjonctions when, while, after, before + verbe…





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The term “Framers” refers to the 55 delegates from 11 of the 13 colonies who attended the 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia and who crafted – or “framed” – the text that was to replace the Articles of Confederation. The most prominent figures among the Framers were Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George Washington – who presided over the Convention.


			Content of the Constitution


			The Constitution is divided into three parts: the preamble, the articles and the amendments.


			The Preamble of the Constitution reaffirms the sovereignty of the American people – who is the source of all power – and encapsulates the values and principles that guided the Framers when drafting the Constitution. It reads as follows:


			“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”


			The body of the American Constitution is composed of 7 articles. The first article is legislative; it states that the Congress is bicameral – that is to say, composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Article 2 describes both the roles of the President and of the Vice-President: the President is Head of State (from a military, judicial and diplomatic point of view) and Head of Government. He is Commander in Chief of the Army, and he shares the power with the Senate as far as appointments are concerned. He can initiate legislation, and can bring the two houses together in a joined session. He is responsible for the execution of laws. Article 3 lays out the powers of the Supreme Court, which is in charge of controversies between citizens of different states, or controversies between states. The 9 judges of the Supreme Court are appointed for their lifetime by the President, but their nomination needs an approval by the Senate. Article 4 evokes the relationship between federal government and individual states, and establishes the basic principle of reciprocity between them. Article 5 discusses how the Constitution can be amended. Finally, article 6 establishes the national supremacy of the Constitution – “the Supreme Law of the Land”.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to encapsulate : résumer, incarner


			• an appointment : une nomination


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   in order to + infinitif exprime le but (afin de).


			◗   “both” + N indique une caractéristique commune entre les deux éléments considérés comme indissociables. À ne pas confondre, donc, avec “the two”, qui a une valeur purement comptable et marque une dissociation.





			The Bill of Rights


			The Antifederalists feared that the national government might become too powerful and infringe on the liberties won in the Revolution. They called for a “Bill of Rights” that would list the inalienable freedoms and rights of the American people; the ten amendments which make up the so-called “Bill of Rights” were therefore passed by the Congress on September 25, 1789 then ratified on December 15, 1791; they became a cornerstone of American freedom. Nowadays, the Constitution comprises 27 amendments; the Civil Rights Amendments (13, 14, 15) deal with the issue of National Citizenship, while Amendments 12, 20, 22, 25, modify Article 2.


			To give but a few examples, the First Amendment guarantees freedom of religion, freedom of the press and freedom of speech, the right to assemble and freedom to petition the government to right wrongs; the Second Amendment establishes the right to keep and bear arms, and the Fourth protects US citizens against “unreasonable searches and seizures”


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to petition : déposer une demande / une requête, auprès de


			• cornerstone : pierre angulaire


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   Le verbe “fear” entraîne l’emploi du subjonctif. Autres constructions : “pour que… ne… pas…” (de peur que) = (just) in case OU for fear (that) + subjonctif ou might ou should.


			◗   Should / ought to : “ought to” exprime une obligation morale, pression exercée sur quelqu’un. Il est plus formel que “should”, qui, lui, marque plutôt l’expression d’un point de vue personnel. Ought to est un semi-modal : à la différence d’un modal, il est suivi de TO, mais comme un modal, sa forme ne change pas selon la personne employée : I ought to phone my parents / It ought to be easy now.





			Federalism and the separation of power


			In 1787, the federal government was created. The argument of the Federalists was that a federal government would be stronger; they defended this idea in the well-known Federalist Papers. Yet the states demanded that powers be delegated to them. The American system is thus based on a dual sovereignty: the power is shared by the state governments and the federal government. The separation of power is the second basic component of the federal government; this principle is explained in the Federalist Paper n°70, and in the very text of the Constitution as well. The Founding Fathers had read Montesquieu and believed that the 3 powers (executive, legislative, judiciary) should not be vested in the same person; they thought a separation of powers was the best way to limit abuses, to protect the country from tyranny and thus to guarantee Republican liberty. The core idea of the system of checks and balances was that no branch of government should be able to get too far out of control without being put in check by the others. Therefore, under the system of checks and balances, each branch of government has the means to participate in and obstruct the functioning of the two other branches. For instance, the House of Representatives may impeach the President. The Congress also controls appropriations, that is to say votes the budget. Concretely, despite the president being commander-in-chief of the armed forces, giving him an incredibly powerful position in times of war, only Congress has the power to fund wartime expenses. The executive branch can veto legislation passed by Congress, but also call a special session of Congress. It checks the judiciary by appointing federal judges (Supreme Court justices); finally, it can pardon federal crimes. The judiciary can issue or refuse to issue search warrants and declare presidential acts unconstitutional. It is therefore a reciprocal system. However, the balance has been disrupted: if throughout the 19th century the legislative branch had more power and Congress was preeminent, the president has gradually taken on more power since FD Roosevelt’s time in office.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• vested : investi


			• core : central(e)


			• to override : rejeter, annuler


			• appropriation : dotation, crédits


			• to check : contrôler


			• disrupted : perturbé


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   Le subjonctif présent s’emploie, comme ici (“demanded that powers be delegated”) après des verbes ou expressions exprimant un ordre, une suggestion, une nécessité. Autre possibilité : emploi de should + BV :


			→ He requested that she should be on time.


			◗   despite / in spite of : en dépit de.





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The Federalist Papers were a collection of 85 essays published anonymously in New-York newspapers from 1787 to 1788 under the pseudonym “Publius” and promoting the adoption of the new Constitution. The series also outlines key constitutional principles – federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances – and as such, it provides an insight into the purposes of the Framers when they drafted the Constitution; it remains today the best tool to understand and interpret the founding text.


			The Supreme Court


			It is the highest court in the federal system, and was created by Article III of the US Constitution. It consists of one Chief Justice and 8 Associate Judges appointed for life by the President. The Supreme Court has the power of judicial review: its task is to determine whether an act is in keeping with the Constitution. Supreme Court justices are the ultimate guardians and interpreters of the founding document. The Supreme Court is first and foremost an appellate court: its mission is to rule on cases that have already been examined in lower courts, and the judges can either choose to uphold or to strike down a previous decision. The Supreme Court’s interpretation of the Constitution has been instrumental in expanding the civil rights of American citizens. Key rulings include: Brown v. Board of Education (1954; provided for school desegregation), Roe v. Wade (1973; legalized abortion), Lawrence v. Texas, (2003; struck down laws that stigmatized homosexuals) or Obergefell v. Hodges (2016; declared same-sex marriage legal).


			There has always been a debate about how to best interpret the Constitution; a narrow reading of the text is called strict constructionism or originalism: strict constructionists believe that the intentions of the Framers should be respected and the founding text read to the letter. The Supreme Court has sometimes been criticized for its judicial activism, that is to say for seeking to advance a social justice agenda.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• in keeping with : conforme à, qui correspond à


			• appellate court : cour d’appel


			• to uphold : confirmer, maintenir


			• to strike down : annuler, invalider


			[image: writting] Writing tips


			
◗   in order for s.o to do sth / in order to do sth.


			◗   Notez que “likely” et “unlikely” peuvent être suivis d’un verbe à l’infinitif (The reforms are unlikely to be carried out successfully), ou bien d’une proposition en THAT (It is likely that there will be a general election next year).





			[image: writting] Complementary information


			[image: writting] The current Chief Justice is Republican John Roberts; the Associate Justices are Stephen G. Breyer, Clarence Thomas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Samuel A. Alito, Neil M. Gorsuch, Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Brett M. Kavanaugh.


			[image: writting] On July 9, 2018 President Donald Trump nominated staunch conservative Brett Kavanaugh to replace retiring justice Anthony Kennedy; shortly after the confirmation hearings began, Kavanaugh was accused by a Dr Christine Blasey Ford of sexually assaulting her in high school; yet, after further investigation by the FBI, Kavanaugh’s nomination was eventually confirmed by the Senate in a 50-48 vote. Justice Anthony Kennedy was a centrist conservative who sometimes sided with the court’s liberals, and Kavanaugh’s nomination thus shifted the ideological leanings of the Court to the right — especially on issues such as abortion, gun rights or religious rights.


			Conclusion


			The American constitution helped shape the new nation by delineating the structure of government and by outlining the functions and responsibilities of the three branches of power. It was devised to prevent the emergence of an all-powerful state – which would threaten individual freedom and civil liberties – and to achieve the delicate balance between federal and state governments. At the heart of the text lies the idea that the authority of the government derives from the American people; the country is envisioned as a paragon of freedom and a bastion of democracy. Thanks to its flexibility and adaptability, the Constitution has endured through centuries; despite the ongoing debate surrounding its interpretation, it remains today the supreme law of the land. In 1878, British Liberal politician William Gladstone described the US Constitution as the “most wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man”.


			[image: writting] Vocabulary


			• to delineate : définir, décrire, tracer


			• to outline : esquisser, définir les grandes lignes de


			• to derive from : provenir de


			• a paragon of : un modèle de


			• to endure : durer, perdurer, survivre
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Quotes


			“The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for, among old parchments, or musty records.They are written, as with a sun beam in the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of the divinity itself; and can never be erased or obscured by mortal power.” Alexander Hamilton, 1775


			“The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their Constitutions of Government. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole People is sacredly obligatory upon all.” George Washington, 1796


			“It is every Americans’ right and obligation to read and interpret the Constitution for himself.” Thomas Jefferson


			“I consider the difference between a system founded on the legislatures only, and one founded on the people, to be the true difference between a league or treaty and a constitution.” James Madison, at the Constitutional Convention, 1787
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Exercises








			EXERCISE 1


			Comprehension questions.


			1.	What were the original intentions of the Framers when they drafted the Constitution?


			2.	In your own words, explain what the Preamble to the Constitution states.


			3.	What is the role of the US Supreme Court?


			EXERCISE 2


			In your own words, define the following key terms.


			1.	Bill of Rights:


			2.	checks and balances:


			3.	federalism:


			4.	judicial review:


			5.	strict constructionism:


			6.	judicial activism:


			EXERCISE 3


			Match each amendment below with the freedom it guarantees.


			

				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							1. 2nd amendment


						

							

							a.	protects US citizens against “unreasonable searches and seizures”


						

					


					

							

							2. 4th amendment


						

							

							b.	guarantees the right to keep and bear arms.


						

					


					

							

							3. 1st amendment


						

							

							c.	protects freedom of religion, freedom of the press and freedom of speech, the right to assemble and freedom to petition the government to right wrongs


						

					


				

			


			EXERCISE 4


			Explain briefly what issue the Supreme Court addressed in each of the following landmark cases.


			1.	Brown v. Board of Education


			2.	Roe v. Wade


			3.	Utah v. Strieff


			4.	Obergefell v. Hodges


			5.	United States v. Texas





			

Answers





			EXERCISE 1


			1.	The Framers wanted to create a strong central government. At the same time, they carefully devised the system in order to make sure that no branch of power may become too powerful.


			2.	It introduces the Constitution and outlines its guiding principles. It emphasizes the sovereignty of the American people.


			3.	The Supreme Court is the highest judicial body in the US and the final court of appeal. It is also the guardian and the interpreter of the Constitution.


			EXERCISE 2


			1.	Bill of Rights: the first ten amendments of the US Constitution, which lays out the fundamental rights and freedoms of American citizens.


			2.	checks and balances: a system under which each branch of power checks, ie controls or regulates the others, in order to avoid abuse of power


			3.	federalism: system of government in which the power is divided between a central government and state governments.


			4.	judicial review: a process under which a court examines the lawfulness of a decision; in the case of the Supreme Court, judges have to decide whether the ruling is in keeping with the Constitution


			5.	strict constructionism: a strict interpretation of the Constitution


			6.	judicial activism: the view that judges may go beyond their role as strict interpreters of the Constitution and are guided by their personal views


			EXERCISE 3


			1. b. – 2. a. – 3. d. – 4. c.


			Exercise 4


			1.	Brown v. Board of Education: the Court ruled that racial segregation in schools was unconstitutional.


			2.	Roe v. Wade: legalized abortion in the US


			3.	Utah v. Strieff: the justices ruled that evidence obtained illegally may be used in court, which could pose a threat to the constitutional rights of US citizens.


			4.	Obergefell v. Hodges: the Court legalized same-sex marriage.


			5.	United States v. Texas: a 4-4 ruling on Obama’s executive action on immigration, which is likely to prevent the programs from coming into force
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